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Agenda item 1

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA AND ORGANI ZATI ON OF WWORK

Letter dated 17 January 1997 fromthe representative of
Omn to the Intergovernnmental Negotiating Comrmittee for
the Elaboration of an International Convention to Conbat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa,
addressed to the Executive Secretary of the interim
secretariat of the United Nations Convention to

Conbat Desertification

The Chairman of the G oup of Arab States participating in the tenth session
of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for the El aboration of an
I nternational Convention to Conmbat Desertification in Those Countries
Experienci ng Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa,
presents his conpliments to the interimsecretariat of the Internationa
Convention to Conmbat Desertification and, with reference to docunent
A/ AC. 241/ 9/ Add. 13/ Corr. 1, dated 14 January 1997, containing an anendnent to the
address of EcoPeace, a non-governnental organization which the Intergovernmenta
Negotiating Comm ttee decided to recommend for accreditation on 15 January 1997
during its tenth session in New York, w shes to express the G oup's reservations
about EcoPeace. These reservations are based on a nunber of considerations, not
| east of which is the absence of full and adequate information about the
structure, headquarters, activities and goals of the organization. The Arab
G oup views the decision by the Committee as having the force of a
reconmendation only, which is subject to final approval by Menber States. In
this regard, the Chairnman of the Goup would be grateful if these reservations
could be reflected in an official docunent of the Conference.
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On behalf of the Goup of Arab States participating in the tenth session of
the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for the El aboration of an
I nternational Convention to Conmbat Desertification in Those Countries
Experi enci ng Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa, the
Chai rman of the Goup takes this opportunity to convey to the interim
secretariat the assurances of his highest consideration.

(Signed) Mohamed AL-HASSAN
Representative of Oran to the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmittee
for the El aboration of an International
Convention to Conmbat Desertification in
Those Countries Experiencing Serious
Dr ought and/or Desertification,
particularly in Africa, and
Chairman of the Group of Arab States



