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LETTER DATED 24 FEBRUARY 1997 FROM THE DEPUTY EXECUTI VE

CHAl RVAN OF THE SPECI AL COW SSI ON ESTABLI SHED BY THE

SECRETARY- GENERAL PURSUANT TO PARACGRAPH 9 (b) (i) OF

SECURI TY COUNCI L RESOLUTI ON 687 (1991) ADDRESSED TO THE
PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

On behal f of the Executive Chairman, | have the honour to transmt to you
the text of the Joint Statenent signed by the Executive Chairman and
M. Tariq Aziz, the Deputy Prime Mnister of Iraq, during the Chairman's visit
to Baghdad from 20 to 23 February. The Joint Statenent reflects, inter alia,
the Governnment of lraq' s acceptance of the renoval of the destroyed mssile
engi nes out of Iraq for expert exam nation abroad in line with the statenment of
the President of the Council of 30 Decenmber 1996 (S/ PRST/1996/49).

The Executive Chairnman stands ready to provide a nore detail ed oral
briefing to the menbers of the Council, should they so desire, follow ng his
return to the office on Monday, 3 March.

| should be grateful if you would bring this letter and its annex to the
attention of the menbers of the Council.

(Signed) Charles DUELFER
O ficer-in-Charge
Deputy Executive Chairman

* Rei ssued for technical reasons.
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Annex

Joint Statenent dated 23 February 1997

Pursuant to the Joint Programme of Action of 22 June 1996, a binonthly
nmeeting between the Deputy Prinme Mnister of Irag and the Executive Chairman of
t he Speci al Conm ssion was held in Baghdad from 20 to 23 February 1997. The
meeting resulted in the foll ow ng:

As a followup to the Decenber 1996 discussions in the mssile field, the
Government of Iraq presented explanations on issues of concern which had been
rai sed by the Special Comm ssion on that occasion. This enabled further
progress to be achi eved regarding the accounting of proscribed | ong-range
m ssil es.

The Governnent of Iraq agreed to the renopval of remants of proscribed
mssile engines fromlraq for in-depth technical analysis by the Comm ssion.
The analysis will be carried out with the assistance of a teamof internationa
experts, under the supervision of the Conm ssion, at |aboratories offered by
contributing Governnents. Before the renoval, sonme of the missile conmponents
woul d be exanmined in Iraq to collect additional data relevant to the accounting
of proscribed mssiles. It was agreed that the Commission will communicate to
the Governnent of Iraq the findings of the analysis as they beconme avail abl e and
that the Commi ssion's conclusions thereon will not be reported or nade public
wi thout consultations with the Governnent of Irag.

Fol | owi ng the net hodol ogy used for the Decenber 1996 m ssil e discussions,
the Governnent of Iraq and the Commission started a detailed review of the
chem cal weapons area at the high political level. The Conm ssion presented its
concerns on outstanding issues in this field. In-depth technical discussions
were hel d between the experts of both sides. The Governnment of |raq undertook
to continue addressing the Comm ssion's concerns and to that effect it was
agreed to carry out joint intensive work. In this context, a followup
technical level neeting will be held in m d-March

The two sides reiterated their commitnments to the Joint Programe of
Action. The February talks were carried out in a constructive and professiona
manner, ainmed at cl osing the proscribed weapons related file as defined in
section C of Security Council resolution 687 (1991).

The Deputy Prine Mnister and the Executive Chairman agreed to neet in
Baghdad during the first week of April 1997.

(Signed) Tariq AZIZ (Signed) Rolf EKEUS
Deputy Prine M nister Executive Chairnman

Republic of Iraq of the Special Comm ssion



