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51/ 121. Effects of atomic radiation

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 913 (X) of 3 Decenber 1955, by which it
established the United Nations Scientific Conmttee on the Effects of Atonmic
Radi ation, and its subsequent resolutions on the subject, including resolution
50/ 26 of 6 Decenber 1995, in which, inter alia, it requested the Scientific
Conmittee to continue its work,

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the United Nations
Scientific Conmittee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation,!?

Reaffirm ng the desirability of the Scientific Comrittee continuing its
wor K,

Concer ned about the potentially harnful effects on present and future
generations resulting fromthe levels of radiation to which mankind and the
envi ronnent are exposed,

Noting the views expressed by Menmber States at its fifty-first session
with regard to the work of the Scientific Comm ttee,

Consci ous of the continuing need to exam ne and conpile information
about atom c and ionizing radiation and to analyse its effects on manki nd and
t he environment,
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1. Commends the United Nations Scientific Cormittee on the Effects of
Atomi c Radiation for the valuable contribution it has been making in the
course of the past forty-one years, since its inception, to wi der know edge
and understanding of the levels, effects and risks of atom c radiation, and
for fulfilling its original mandate with scientific authority and i ndependence
of judgenent;

2. Notes with satisfaction the conpletion in 1996 of a further
scientific annex by the Scientific Comrittee informng the scientific and
world communities of its |atest evaluations of the sources and effects of
ionizing radiation on man and his environment, and calls upon the Scientific
Conmittee to ensure the w dest possible dissemnation of this scientific annex
to Menber States;

3. Requests the Scientific Conmttee to continue its work, including
its inportant activities to increase know edge of the levels, effects and
ri sks of ionizing radiation fromall sources;

4. Endorses the intentions and plans of the Scientific Comrttee for
its future activities of scientific review and assessnent on behal f of the
Ceneral Assenbly;

5. Requests the Scientific Committee to continue at its next session
the review of the inportant problens in the field of radiation and to report
thereon to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session

6. Requests the United Nations Environment Programme to continue
provi di ng support for the effective conduct of the work of the Scientific
Conmmittee and for the dissemnation of its findings to the CGeneral Assenbly,
the scientific community and the public;

7. Expresses its appreciation for the assistance rendered to the
Scientific Committee by Menmber States, the specialized agencies, the

I nternational Atom c Energy Agency and non-governmental organizations, and
invites themto increase their cooperation in this field;

8. Invites Menber States, the organizations of the United Nations
system and non-governmental organi zati ons concerned to provide further
rel evant data about doses, effects and risks fromvarious sources of
radi ati on, which would greatly help in the preparation of future reports of
the Scientific Conmttee to the General Assenbly.
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