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Not e by the Secretary-Genera

| NTRCDUCT1 ON

1. The Econonic and Social Council, at its 1996 coordi nati on segnent, adopted
agreed concl usions 1996/1 on the coordination of the United Nations system
activities for poverty eradication.? In a letter dated 4 Septenber 1996, the
Presi dent of the Council conveyed these agreed conclusions to the Chairman of

t he Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent with a viewto drawi ng the attention of
the Conmi ssion to these conclusions so that the Commission, in its future work,
m ght take into account the gui dance given by the Council

2. The President of the Council, in his letter, noted in particular a nunber
of steps taken by the Council to harnonize the intergovernmental consideration
of poverty eradication and to ensure that the different dimensions of poverty
were covered in a conplenmentary way by its functional conm ssions and by the
Council itself, also taking into account other forunms in particular policy-
nmaki ng organs of the specialized agencies. He noted that the Council had
concluded that its functional comm ssions should focus on the |inkages between
their field of conpetence and poverty eradication

3. The Council's agreed concl usions stress the prinmary responsibility of the
Commi ssion for Social Devel opnent for the followup to and review of the
i mpl ementation of the World Summit for Social Devel opnent which considered
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poverty eradication as one of its three core issues. The Secretary-Ceneral is
requested to report to the Council in 1997 on the inplenentation of the agreed
conclusions. Any action taken by the Conmi ssion to inplenent the agreed

concl usions woul d be included in that report.

4. To facilitate the action that the Conmi ssion may take to informthe Counci
of its activities with respect to inplenenting the agreed conclusions 1996/1 on
poverty eradication, the present note highlights those paragraphs and aspects of
the agreed conclusions that are directly addressed to the Comm ssion for Socia
Devel opnent, or have a direct inpact on the Conmission's work. These are

foll owed by coments that describe activities already planned or undertaken by

t he Conm ssion. The Commi ssion may wi sh to consider these conments and options
with a viewto informng the Council of its activities in the franework of the
agreed concl usi ons.

5. The attention of the Commission is also drawn to part | of the agreed
concl usions on coordi nated United Nations support and availability of resources
for poverty eradication activities at the field level, as well as to part Il on

nmai nstream ng the gender perspective in United Nations activities for poverty
eradi cati on.

EXCERPTS FROM ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L AGREED
CONCLUSI ONS 1996/ 1 ON POVERTY ERADI CATI ON

Para. 37: "The Council will carry out an overall review of the thenme of
poverty eradication at a date to be determned, as a contribution to the
review of the outcome of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent. In
accordance with their programres of work as approved by the Council, the
rel evant functional comm ssions should, in 1999-2000, prepare technical and
focused inputs for the Council's overall review of poverty eradication.”

6. As the functional comm ssion with the primary responsibility for the
followup to and review of the inplenmentation of the Wrld Sumit for Socia
Devel opnent, the Comm ssion will play a particularly inportant role in hel ping
t he Economic and Social Council to prepare its overall review of the theme of
poverty eradication.

7. At its special session in 1996, the Conm ssion proposed a revised
provi sional agenda for its thirty-fifth session, subsequently adopted by the
Econom ¢ and Social Council in its decision 1996/243. The revised agenda

i ncorporates consideration of all substantive issues under one item Fol |l ow up
to the World Summit for Social Devel opnent.

8. Wthin the context of Econonic and Social Council resolution 1996/7 on the
followup to the Wrld Summt for Social Devel opnent and the future role of the
Commi ssion for Social Devel opnent, the Conmi ssion's agenda will continue to give
priority to a theme each year. At the current session, priority is given to
producti ve enpl oyment and sustainable livelihoods, with a focus on three
sub-topi cs drawn fromthe Progranmme of Action of the World Sunmt for Socia
Devel opnent:2 the centrality of enployment in policy formulation, including a
br oader recognition of work and enpl oynment; inproving access to productive
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resources and infrastructure; and enhanced quality of work and enmpl oyment. O

t hese three sub-topics, one - inproving access to productive resources and
infrastructure - was drawn fromthe chapter on the eradication of poverty

(chap. Il1) of the Programme of Action. Thus, a natural and direct |ink was
establ i shed between the issues of enhancing productive enpl oynent and

eradi cating poverty. This approach is in line with the overall philosophy of
the Sunmt, which recognized the three core issues as intrinsically interlinked.

9. In accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/7, priority
at the thirty-sixth session of the Conmission in 1998 will be given to pronoting
social integration and participation of all people and priority at its thirty-
seventh session in 1999 will be given to social services for all. These
priority topics also include sub-topics directly related to poverty eradication.
In the year 2000, the Comm ssion will consider its contribution to the overal
review of the inplenentation of the outcome of the Summit. Thus, in having

di scussed poverty at its special session of 1996 and considering its priority
theme for this year and each of the next three years, the Conm ssion has had and
wi Il have anple opportunity to consider poverty eradication and to provide its
vi ews and suggestions to the Council as requested.

Para. 40: "As the functional commission with the primary responsibility
for the followup to and review of the inplenmentation of the Wirld Sunm t
for Social Devel opnent, the Conm ssion for Social Devel opment, in support
of the Council's function, should provide an integrated approach to

nati onal and international poverty eradication strategies and other areas
covered by its mandate. Ongoing efforts to enhance the role of the

Conmi ssion for Social Devel opment and to inprove its functioning in the
context of the followup to the Summit, should be pursued and deepened,
based, inter alia, on the recommendati ons and deci sions adopted at the 1996
speci al session of the Conm ssion. Adequate Secretariat support to the
Conmmi ssi on shoul d be ensured. Task managers should be identified for
speci al issues, so as to involve nore closely the concerned specialized
agenci es and other parts of the United Nations systemin supporting the
wor k of the Commi ssion.”

10. The Economi ¢ and Soci al Council adopted the recommendati ons and deci si ons
proposed by the Conmi ssion at its special session to inprove its functioning and
streamine its agenda so as to reflect the outconme of the Wrld Summt for

Soci al Devel opnent. The revised agenda will be utilized for the first time at
the current session of the Comm ssion. Based on its experience at this session
the Conm ssion will decide to maintain or adapt its agenda for its thirty-sixth
session. The Secretary-CGeneral will take into account the need to ensure
adequate Secretariat support to the Commission in the context of the overal
review of the structure of the Secretariat in the econom c and social fields.

11. The International Labour Organization acted as task nmanager for the
preparation of the report of the Secretary-CGeneral on the priority theme of
producti ve enpl oyment and sustainable |ivelihoods (E/CN 5/1997/3), serving to
coordi nate the contributions of the United Nations system Qher task nmanagers
will be identified for the preparation of future priority thenes as appropriate.
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Para. 42: "The Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opment should focus its work

related to poverty in accordance with paragraph 6 of its decision 4/2 on
conbating poverty. The Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent should rely
on inputs fromthe Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent, ... as necessary, in
order to enhance the inplementation of those reconmendati ons of chapter 3
(Combati ng poverty) of Agenda 21 that correspond to core areas of the Wrld
Summit for Social Devel opnent "

12. Resolution S-1996/ 1% on strategies and actions for the eradication of
poverty, adopted by the Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent at its specia

session, should be transmtted to the Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opment when
it prepares the review of the appropriate chapter of Agenda 21* at its session
in 1997.

Para. 43: "The Conm ssion on the Status of W nen has a special role to
play in intergovernmental consideration of poverty eradication ... The
Conmi ssion on the Status of Whnen should play a catalytic role in review ng
and pronoting the followup to the recommendati ons on gender equality and
worren' s enmpowerment in the context of poverty eradication of the

I nt ernati onal Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, the Fourth Wrld
Conference on Wnen, the Wrld Sunmt for Social Devel opment, the United
Nat i ons Conference on Environnment and Devel opnment and ot her conferences.
The Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnment should draw upon the work of the
Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen in the eval uati on of neasures adopted by
the Sunmt that relate to various aspects of gender equality."

13. The agreed concl usions and other decisions of the Comm ssion on the Status
of Wbnen that relate to poverty eradication or any of the other issues of
concern to the Conmission for Social Devel opnent shoul d be nade available to the
Commission. |In recent years, sessions of the Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent
were held follow ng the sessions of the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen;
however, beginning with this year, sessions of the Conm ssion for Socia

Devel opnment will generally precede sessions of the Conm ssion on the Status of
Wnen each cal endar year, and hence the information will have to be provided in
the following year. Particularly in preparing for its future priority thenes

t he Conm ssion for Social Devel opment may wi sh to request in advance specific

i nputs fromthe Conmmission on the Status of Wnen.

Para. 44: "The Conmission on the Status of Wnen should determne, in
consultation with other functional conmm ssions, the best way to cooperate
inreviening the inplenmentation of the Beijing Platformfor Action in their
respective areas in general, and under poverty in particular. Relevant
functional comm ssions should consider having in their agendas a revi ew of
the gender inplications of policies falling under their conpetence."

14. The revised agenda for the Comm ssion for Social Devel opment sets out a

mul ti-year programe of work, bearing in mnd that the core issues of the Sunmmt
are interrelated and interdependent and bearing in mnd also that the Conm ssion
shoul d apply a gender perspective when di scussing the different topics under the
nmul ti-year programre of work. Therefore, it is expected that, in all its

del i berations, the Conmmission will apply a gender perspective and review the
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gender inplications of policies being discussed in relation to the followup to
the World Summit for Social Devel opnent.

15. The Bureau of the Commission for Social Devel opment may consider holding a
joint nmeeting with the Bureau of the Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen to

consi der ways and neans to cooperate in reviewi ng the inplenentation of the
Beijing Platformfor Action® in the areas falling under the mandate of the

Conmi ssion for Social Devel opment and to coordi nate nutual inputs to one

anot her's discussions of priority topics, as appropriate.

Para. 48: "The Conm ssion on Narcotic Drugs and the Conm ssion on Crine
Prevention and Crimnal Justice should provide appropriate inputs into the
consi deration of poverty-related issues by the Conm ssion for Socia

Devel opnent, notably in its discussion of social integration and
participation of all people, scheduled for 1998, and into other rel evant
functional conmm ssions as appropriate.”

16. As part of its consideration, in 1998, of the priority theme "Pronoting
social integration and the participation of all people, including disadvantaged
and vul nerabl e groups and persons", the Commission will consider the sub-thene
"Violence, crime and the problemof illicit drugs and substance abuse as factors
of social disintegration". The Commission, at its current session, nay consider
requesting specific inputs fromthe Conm ssion on Narcotic Drugs and the

Commi ssion on Crinme Prevention and Criminal Justice to prepare this sub-thene.

17. The Secretariat will bring to the attention of the Conm ssion for Social
Devel opnent rel evant decisions of the Comm ssion on Narcotic Drugs and the
Conmi ssion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. The Bureau of the

Commi ssion for Social Devel opnment might consult with the bureaux of these other
commi ssions to consider ways and neans to cooperate in this regard.

Para. 49: "The mechani sns established by the Adm nistrative Conmittee on
Coordi nation (ACC) for the followup to conferences should support the work
of functional comm ssions on poverty-related i ssues within their nandates
and priorities, and the executive boards of funds and programres shoul d
becorme nore closely involved with their work."

18. At the special session of the Commi ssion in 1996, a di al ogue was organi zed
wi th the chairpersons of the inter-agency task forces on followup to
international conferences. In its resolution 1996/7, the Econom ¢ and Soci al
Counci | decided that the task forces should informthe Conm ssion and the
Counci| of the progress made in their work for the purpose of systemw de

coordi nation. Accordingly, in the proposed organization of work for the thirty-
fifth session of the Commi ssion, there is foreseen the hol ding of a second

di al ogue with the chairpersons of the task forces.

19. The work of the ACC inter-agency task forces is expected to be conpleted by
April 1997. Input fromthese task forces could be made available to the

Commi ssion for Social Devel opnent as part of its agenda itemon followup to the
Wrld Summit for Social Developnent at its thirty-sixth session in 1998, and
particularly as it begins consideration of the inplenentation of the outcome of
the Summt, starting at its thirty-seventh session in 1999.
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20. The Conmi ssion may al so wish to consider future arrangenments for the
contributions of the United Nations systemto the inplementation of the outcone
of the Summit and other international conferences, once the nandates of the

i nter-agency task forces have expired, and make suggestions to the Economic and
Soci al Council accordingly.

Para. 52: "The elaboration of integrated strategi es agai nst poverty falls
primarily within the responsibility and conpetence of Menber States. The
Conmmi ssion for Social Devel opment should foster an exchange of nationa
experiences in the formulation and inplenentati on of poverty eradication
strategies, plans, programes and priorities, and take these into account
in formulating its views. The Commission for Social Devel opnent shoul d
present its views on this matter when it reports to the Council on its
review of the outcome of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent.”

21. At its special session in 1996, the Commi ssion for Social Devel opnent

consi dered strategies and actions for the eradication of poverty and adopted
resolution S-1996/1 whi ch provi ded nunerous recomendati ons to CGovernnents, the
United Nations system and organi zations of civil society with respect to

eradi cating poverty and which also, inter alia, stressed the need to
periodically nonitor, assess and share information on the performance of poverty
eradi cation plans, evaluate policies to conbat poverty, and pronote an
under st andi ng and awar eness of poverty and its causes and consequences. As part
of its responsibility for followup to the Wrld Sumrt for Social Devel opnent,

t he Conmi ssion can serve as the forumfor this activity and provide input to the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council.

22. Inline with the decision of the General Assenbly contained in its

resol utions 50/161 and 51/202, in which the Assenbly reiterated the Sunmt's
call for Governnents to assess on a regular basis national progress towards

i mpl ementing the outcone of the Summit, possibly in the formof periodic
national reports outlining successes, problens and obstacles, the Comm ssion may
also wish to invite Governments to provide national reports in the context of
its thirty-eighth session in the year 2000, at which tinme it will make its
contribution to the overall review of the inplenentation of the outconme of the
Summi t.

Para. 53: "The Conm ssion for Social Devel opment will exam ne the thene of
"Social services for all' in 1999 in the context of its multi-year
programe of work with a particular focus on education. This exam nation
could also serve as an input into the overall review of the Internationa
Conf erence on Popul ati on and Devel opnent in 1999. The Conm ssion on

Popul ati on and Devel opment will not need to conduct a separate di scussion
of education but should continue to exam ne educati on and awar eness
programes targeted at popul ati on objectives."

23. The Econom ¢ and Social Council, in its resolution 1996/7, decided on a

mul ti-year programre of work of the Conmi ssion for the consideration of,

inter alia, the following priority subjects for the thirty-seventh session of
the Conmi ssion in 1999: (a) social services for all; and (b) initiation of the
overall review of the inplenentation of the outcone of the Summt, without
reference to a particular focus on education. The Conm ssion may decide that it

/...
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wi shes to place a particular focus on education and, in such a case, nmay
consider inviting the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation (UNESCO) to serve as task manager for the preparation of this
aspect of its priority subject.

24, The Secretariat will bring to the attention of the Conm ssion for Social
Devel opnent rel evant deci sions of the Comm ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent .
The Bureau of the Conmmi ssion for Social Devel opnent might consult with the
Bureau of the Conm ssion on Popul ation and Devel opnent to consi der ways and
neans to cooperate in the overall review of the International Conference on
Popul ati on and Devel opnent, particularly in the area of social services for all

Para. 54: "Qher functional conm ssions should contribute, as appropriate,
to the exam nation of this thene by the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent

t hrough the provision of focused inputs. For exanple, the Comm ssion for
Soci al Devel oprent coul d draw upon the work of the Comm ssion on Human
Rights on the pronotion and protection of human rights. Simlarly, it
could draw upon the work of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent
concerni ng environnmental health and safe drinking water and sanitation.

Al so, the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent could draw upon the work of the
Conmi ssi on on Popul ati on and Devel opnent on access to health care,

i ncl udi ng reproductive health care, and on the work of the Comm ssion on
the Status of W nen on the thene of education.”

Para. 55: "The Conm ssion for Social Devel opnment, in cooperation with the
rel evant specialized agencies and United Nations organi zations, should
assist the Council in review ng the achievenent of goals and targets set by

the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent, the

I nternati onal Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, the Fourth Wrld
Conf erence on Wnen and the World Sunmt for Social Devel opment in the
areas of child and maternal health, basic education, and other areas of
basi c social services, in the effort to conbat poverty, draw ng upon the
wor k undertaken by other bodies in charge of pronoting and review ng the

i mpl ement ation of these targets for other conference foll owup. Pronoting
and reviewing the inplenentation of the targets in the area of shelter and
urban infrastructure could be left to the Conm ssion on Human Settl enents
and those in the area of water and sanitation to the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent. "

25. The Secretariat will bring to the attention of the Conm ssion for Social
Devel opnent rel evant decisions of the other functional conm ssions nmentioned by
the Council in order to facilitate their contribution to the Conm ssion's

di scussion of its priority subject at its thirty-seventh session in 1999. This
contribution may include the ongoing work of those commissions with respect to
reviewi ng the achi evement of goals and targets set by the relevant internationa
conferences. The docunmentation requested by the Commssion for its thirty-
sevent h session should also reflect this input.

Para. 56: "The Conmi ssion for Social Developnment will exam ne productive
enpl oyment and sustainable livelihoods in 1997. Wen dealing with the
sub-theme of 'Inproving access to productive resources and infrastructure'

t he Conmi ssion should focus on neasures that increase such access by people

/...
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living in poverty. The Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnment should build on
the work to be undertaken by the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen in 1997
on 'Whren and the econony' and by the Conmm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
on environnentally rel ated aspects of enploynment. The work of the ACC

I nt er- Agency Task Force on Enpl oynent and Sustai nabl e Livel i hoods shoul d be
fully taken into account in the preparations for the discussions in the
Commi ssion for Social Devel opnent."

26. The 1997 session of the Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen will nmeet from
10 to 21 March 1997, after the thirty-fifth session of the Conm ssion for Social
Devel opnent. It will therefore be difficult for the discussions on productive

enpl oynent and sustai nabl e livelihoods taking place in the Conm ssion for Soci al
Devel opnent to build on the work on wonen and the econony undertaken by the
Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen in 1997. However, advance copi es of the
background docunentation that will be nade available to the Comm ssion on the
Status of Wonmen on this particular subject could be nmade available to the

Commi ssion for Social Developnent at its thirty-fifth session. The results of
the 1997 session of the Commi ssion on the Status of Wonen coul d provide an input
to the Comm ssion's review of the inplenentation of the outcome of the Summit
beginning in 1999 in accordance with its nulti-year progranmre of work.

Para. 57: "The Conm ssion for Social Devel opment has an inportant role
concerning the issue of measures for vul nerable groups and socia
protection, as well as participation. It is to carry out an overall review

of the theme of pronoting social integration and participation of all
people in 1998. The Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent, in preparing for
and addressing this thenme, should take into account the rel evant parts of
the results of other major conferences and foll ow up work bei ng undertaken
by the rel evant conm ssions as well as by rel evant inter-agency bodies.

Al'l relevant functional conmm ssions, including the Conm ssion on Human

Ri ghts and the Commi ssion on the Status of Wwnen, as well as the Comm ssion
on Human Settlenents, should provide inputs to this exam nation."

27. After its current session, the Bureau of the Conmmi ssion may wish to be in
contact with the bureaux of the other functional conmm ssions nmentioned by the
Council in order to facilitate their contribution to the Conm ssion's discussion
of its priority subject at its thirty-sixth session in 1998: Pronoting soci al
integration and participation of all people. D scussion will focus on three
sub-themes: (a) pronoting social integration through responsive governnent,

full participation in society, non-discrimnation, tolerance, equality and
soci al justice; (b) enhancing social protection, reducing vulnerability and
enhanci ng enpl oynment opportunities for groups with specific needs; and

(c) violence, crime and the problemof illicit drugs and substance abuse as
factors of social disintegration. Contributions should include the ongoing work
of those conm ssions in these fields, with particular attention to actions for
the eradication of poverty. The docunmentation requested by the Comm ssion for
its thirty-sixth session should also reflect this input.
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Not es

! See A/51/3 (Part 1), chap. Ill, para. 2.

2 Report of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent, Copenhagen,
6-12 March 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 96.1V.8), chap. I,
resolution 1, annex I1.

3 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent
No. 9 (E/1996/29), chap. |, sect. C, para. 3.

4 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent,
Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1997, vol. |, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference

(United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 93.1.8 and corrigendum, resolution 1,
annex |1.

> Report of the Fourth Wirld Conference on Wonen, Beijing,
4-15 Septenber 1995 (A/ CONF. 177/20 and Add. 1), chap. |, resolution 1, annex II.




