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ANNEX

Report of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts on
the inplenentation of the Plan of Action for the United Nations
Decade for Hunan R ghts Education

| NTRCDUCT1 ON

1. The Worl d Conference on Human Rights (Vienna, June 1993) in the Vienna

Decl arati on and Programme of Action stated that human rights education, training
and public information were essential for the pronotion and achi evenent of

st abl e and harnoni ous rel ati ons anong conmmunities and for fostering mutua
under st andi ng, tol erance and peace. The Conference recommended that States

strive to eradicate illiteracy and direct education towards the full devel opnent
of the human personality and the strengthening of respect for human rights and
fundanental freedonms. It called on all States and institutions to include human
rights, humanitarian | aw, denocracy and the rule of |aw as subjects in the
curricula of all learning institutions in formal and non-formal settings.

2. Pursuant to a suggestion of the Wrld Conference, the General Assenbly, in
its resolution 49/184 of 23 Decenber 1994, proclaimed the 10-year period

begi nning on 1 January 1995 the United Nati ons Decade for Human Ri ghts
Educati on, and wel comed the draft Plan of Action for the Decade contained in the
report of the Secretary-General (A/49/261-E 1994/110/Add. 1, annex).

3. The CGeneral Assenbly appealed to all Governnents to contribute to the

i mpl ementation of the Plan of Action and to step up their efforts to eradicate
illiteracy and to direct education towards the full devel opnent of the human
personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamenta
freedons; urged governnental and non-governnental educational agencies to
intensify their efforts to establish and inplenment programmes of human rights
education, as recomended in the Plan of Action, in particular by preparing and
i mpl ementi ng national plans for human rights education; and requested the United
Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to coordinate the inplenmentation of
the Plan of Action.

4. In the sane resolution the General Assenbly invited the specialized
agenci es and United Nations programmes to contribute, within their respective
spheres of conpetence, to the inplenentation of the Plan of Action; called upon
a wi de range of non-governnmental organizations and others to increase their

i nvol venent in formal and non-formal education in human rights; and requested
the existing human rights nonitoring bodies to place enphasis on the

i mpl ement ati on by Menber States of their international obligation to pronote
human ri ghts education

5. The Pl an of Action has five objectives: the assessnent of needs and
formul ati on of strategies; building and strengthening human rights education
programes; devel opi ng educational material; strengthening the mass nedia; and
the gl obal dissem nation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Plan
focuses on stinulating and supporting national and local activities and
initiatives and is built upon the idea of a partnership between Governnents,
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i nternational organi zati ons, non-governnental organizations, professiona
associ ations, individuals and | arge segnents of civil society.

6. The active engagenent of non-governnental organizations, grass-roots
organi zati ons and professional associations in the various activities of the
Plan of Action is seen as a crucial elenment for success. The General Assenbly
and the Comm ssion on Human Rights both called upon international, regional and
nati onal non-governnental organizations, in particular those concerned with
wonen, | abour, devel opment and the environnent, as well as all other social
justice groups, human rights advocates, educators, religious organizations and
the nedia, to increase their involvement in formal and non-formal education in
human rights and to cooperate with the Centre for Human Rights in carrying out
the activities of the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Educati on.

7. The Plan of Action is set out in the appendix to the present docurment. |t
reflects comments nmade by CGovernnents as requested by the General Assenbly and
t he Conm ssion on Human Rights
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. NORVATI VE BASI S AND DEFI NI TI ON

1. The United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Education shall be based upon
the provisions of the international human rights instrunents, with particular
reference to those provisions addressing human rights education, including
article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, article 13 of the

I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, article 29 of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, article 10 of the Convention on the
Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimination agai nst Wnen, article 7 of the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of Racial Discrimnation

par agraphs 33 and 34 of the Vienna Declaration and paragraphs 78 to 82 of its
Programe of Action.

2. In accordance with those provisions, and for the purposes of the Decade,
human ri ghts education shall be defined as training, dissem nation and
information efforts ainmed at the building of a universal culture of human rights
t hrough the inparting of know edge and skills and the noul ding of attitudes and
directed to

(a) The strengthening of respect for human rights and fundanenta
freedons;

(b) The full devel opment of the human personality and the sense of its
dignity;

(c) The pronotion of understanding, tol erance, gender equality and
friendship anong all nations, indigenous peoples and racial, national, ethnic,
religious and |inguistic groups;

(d) The enabling of all persons to participate effectively in a free
soci ety;

(e) The furtherance of the activities of the United Nations for the
nmai nt enance of peace.

1. GENERAL GU DI NG PRI NClI PLES

3. The United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Education shall be gui ded by the
definition and normative basis set out in part | of the present Plan of Action
and shall further be directed to creating the broadest possible awareness and
understandi ng of all of the norms, concepts and val ues enshrined in the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political R ghts, the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cul tura
Rights and in other relevant international human rights instruments. The Decade
is placed within the context of action of States and others to eradicate
illiteracy and understands education to be a constant factor in the

mul tidinmensional |ife of individuals and of society of which human rights are an
integral part.
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4. A conprehensi ve approach to education for human rights, including civil,

cultural, economic, political and social rights and recognizing the
indivisibility and interdependence of all rights, as defined by the United
Nations, shall be adopted for all activities under the Decade.

5. Education for the purpose of the Decade shall be conceived to include the
equal participation of wonen and nen of all age groups and all sectors of

soci ety both in formal |earning through schools and vocational and professiona
training, as well as in non-formal |earning through institutions of civi
society, the famly and the nmass nedi a.

6. In order to enhance their effectiveness, human rights education efforts for
t he Decade shall be shaped in such a way as to be relevant to the daily lives of
| earners, and shall seek to engage |learners in a dial ogue about the ways and
neans of transform ng human rights fromthe expression of abstract norns to the
reality of their social, economc, cultural and political conditions.

7. In recognition of the interdependence and nutually reinforcing nature of
denocracy, devel opnent and human rights, human rights education under the Decade
shal | seek to further effective denocratic participation in the political
econom c, social and cultural spheres, and shall be utilized as a neans of
pronoting econonmi ¢ and soci al progress and peopl e-centred sustai nabl e

devel opnent .

8. Hurman rights education under the Decade shall conbat and be free of gender
bi as, racial and ot her stereotypes.

9. Hurmman rights education under the Decade shall seek both to inpart skills
and knowl edge to learners and to affect positively their attitudes and

behavi our, consistent with all other principles set forth in the present Plan of
Action and in the international human rights instrunments upon which it is based.

[11. OBJECTI VES
10. The objectives of the Decade shall include:
(a) The assessment of needs and the fornmulation of effective strategies
for the furtherance of human rights education at all school levels, in

vocational training and formal as well as non-fornal | earning;

(b) The building and strengthening of programes and capacities for human
rights education at the international, regional, national and |ocal |evels;

(c) The coordinated devel opnent of human rights education materi al s;

(d) The strengthening of the role and capacity of the mass nedia in the
furtherance of human rights education

(e) The global dissenination of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
i n the maxi mum possi bl e nunber of |anguages and in other forns appropriate for
various levels of literacy and for the disabl ed.
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V. PRI NCI PAL ACTCORS

11. CGovernnents should play an active role in the inplenmentation of the
programe of the Decade through the devel opnment of national plans of action for
human rights education, the introduction or strengthening of national human
rights curricula in their formal educational systens, the conducting of nationa
i nformati on canpai gns on human rights and the openi ng of public access to human
rights resource, information and training centres, as well as through enhanced
donor support for relevant voluntary funds and international and national human
ri ghts educati on programes.

12. National human rights institutions, such as human rights conm ssi ons,

of fices of the onmbudsman and human rights research and training institutes
should play a central role in the devel opnment, coordination and inplenmentation
of human rights education programmes at the national |evel.

13. The active engagenent of national non-governnental organizations, grass-
roots organizations, professional associations and interested individuals shal
be encouraged to assist in the realization of the goals of the Decade. To that
end, national organizations should be given the full support of internationa
programes, Governnments and others to assist themin their human rights
educational activities, both through technical assistance and training and

t hrough financial support to aid themin strengthening their role in civi

soci ety.

14. The United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights is the highest
official of the United Nations dealing with human rights matters. He is
specifically responsible for coordinating relevant United Nations education and
public information programres in the field of human rights, in keeping with
General Assenbly resolution 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993.

15. The United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights and the Centre for
Human Rights are a unity whereby the Hi gh Comni ssioner sets the policy direction
and the priority of action and the Centre inplenents those policies. In this
connection, the Centre for Human Rights, in consultation with the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), shall continue to
provide to Governments, on request, human rights education, training,

i nformation, fellowships and advi sory services progranmes. The Centre shoul d
continue its enphasis, in this regard, on the training of teachers, police,
prison officials, |lawers, judges, governnent officials, the nedia, the
mlitary, non-governnental organizations, electoral officials and the genera
public. The Centre should also continue to provide human rights training to
international civil servants, devel opnent officers and peacekeepers.

16. United Nations human rights treaty nonitoring bodies, the Comm ssion on
Human Ri ghts, the Subcomm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection
of Mnorities and all other United Nations human rights bodi es and programes
shall, in the course of their mandated functions during the Decade, encourage
the furtherance of human rights education, including through appropriate
reconmendations to States, to the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights and to
others involved in human rights education
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17. UNESCO by reason of its |long experience in education, educationa

nmet hodol ogy and human rights and through its network of UNESCO school s, cl ubs,
human rights chairs and national conmm ssions, shall play a central role in the
design, inplenentation and eval uation of projects under the Plan of Action
Accordingly, UNESCO will be called upon to cooperate closely with the H gh
Commi ssioner and the Centre for Human Rights in the inplenmentation of the Pl an.

18. Simlarly, other United Nations specialized agencies, units of the
Secretariat and programes involved in human rights educational activities,
including the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the International Labour
Organi zation (I1LO, the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for

Ref ugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Devel opnent Programe (UNDP), the United
Nations Volunteers (UNV), the United Nations Environnent Programe (UNEP), the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlenents (Habitat), the Centre for Social
Devel opnent and Humanitarian Affairs, the United Nations University (UNU) and
various United Nations institutes engaged in research and training shall be
encouraged to work with the Hi gh Comn ssioner for Human Rights in order that
exi sting capacities for human rights education may be fully coordi nated and
nobi | i zed towards the objectives of the Decade.

19. Oher international organizations, including intergovernnmental and

non- governmental organi zations active in the field of human rights, shall be
encouraged to continue and enhance their activities in the area of human rights
education and to avail thenselves of the coordination of the H gh Comm ssi oner
for Human Rights for the purposes of the Decade.

V. TARCGET GROUPS

20. Activities carried out under the Decade shall be designed to bring the

obj ectives of the Decade to as wi de an audi ence as possible, through both form
and non-fornmal education and, to this end, should encourage an approach that is
designed to build permanent capacity, including through the training of
trainers.

21. The general public shall be the subject of far-reaching human rights
information efforts designed to informthemof their rights and responsibilities
under the international human rights instrunments.

22. Human rights education initiatives taken under the Decade shall include the
use of audiovisual and multimedia materials, with a viewto the effective
del i very of human rights education to people at all levels of literacy and

education and to persons with disabilities.

23. Special enphasis shall be given in human rights education activities under
the Decade to the human rights of wonen, children, the aged, mnorities,

ref ugees, indi genous peoples, persons in extreme poverty, persons with HV
infection or AIDS and ot her vul nerabl e groups.

24. Special attention shall be given to the training of police, prison
officials, |awers, judges, teachers and curricul um devel opers, the arned
forces, international civil servants, devel opment officers and peacekeepers,
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non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, the nedia, governnent officials,
parliamentarians and other groups that are in a particular position to effect
the realization of human rights.

25. Schools, universities, professional and vocational training progranmmes and
institutions shoul d be encouraged and assisted in devel oping human rights
curricula and correspondi ng teaching and resource materials, with the help of
Governnents and international donors and programes, for incorporation into
formal education at the early chil dhood, primary, secondary, post-secondary and
adul t education |evels.

26. Appropriate institutions of civil society, including non-governnmenta

organi zations, workers' and enployers' organi zations, |abour unions, the mass
nedi a, religious organizations, community organi zations, the famly, independent
i nformation, resource and training centres and others, for the purpose of

i ncorporating human rights education into non-formal programes, should be
encour aged and assi sted in devel oping and delivering such non-formal programes,
with the help of Governments and international donors and progranmes.

VI. STRUCTURE FOR COORDI NATI ON AND | MPLEMENTATI ON

27. The United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human R ghts, with the assistance
of the Centre for Human Rights, will pronmbte and coordinate the inplenmentation
of the present Plan of Action. He shall consult with the United Nations human
rights treaty-nonitoring and Charter-based human rights bodi es regarding the

Pl an of Action and consi der ways of supporting any recomendati ons nmade by those
bodies in the area of human rights education. He will also consult closely with
Governnents, regional organizations, national institutions, specialized
agenci es, non-governnental organi zations and grass-roots and professiona

associ ations, and will prepare an annual report on the progress nade at all

| evel s based on information supplied by those sources.

28. In recognition of the fact that action at the national and |local levels is
crucial to the effective pronotion of human rights education, as is an effective
i nternational coordination structure, the Plan of Action envisages that:

(a) National focal points for human rights education shoul d be designated
in each State, according to national conditions. Such focal points nmay consi st
of specially constituted commttees including representatives of rel evant
gover nnent agenci es, non-governnental organizations, the private sector and
educators; or, alternatively, existing appropriate structures or organi zati ons,
such as onbudsnman offices, national human rights conm ssions or national human
rights training and research institutes may be designated to performthis
function;

(b) Each national focal point should be charged with identifying nationa
human rights educati on needs, devel oping a national plan of action, raising
funds, coordinating with regional and international bodies involved in
i mpl ementing the objectives of the Decade and reporting to the H gh Commi ssi oner
for Human Ri ghts on needs, proposals and progress nade towards the realization
of the goals of the Decade;
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(c) Each national focal point shall also serve as a conduit for the
channel i ng of international and regional input, information and support to the
| ocal and grass-roots levels in their respective countries;

(d) Each State shall be encouraged to establish a national human rights
resource and training centre capable of engaging in research, training of
trai ners, preparation, collection, translation and di ssem nation of human rights
materi al s, and organi zati on of conferences, workshops and courses, or, where
such centres already exist, to work towards their strengthening;

(e) International programes and activities, including those of the United
Nations and other international agencies, donor Governnents and
i ntergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations should provide stinmulus and
support to national and local efforts in advancing the objectives of the Decade.

VII. PROGRAMVE OF | MPLEMENTATI ON
29. The particular objectives of the Decade, the progranme of inplenmentation

for the realization of those objectives and the neans for foll ow up and
assessnent of each programme el ement shall be as descri bed bel ow

A. Conponent one: assessing needs and fornulating strategies

bj ective

30. The objective of conponent one is to assess needs and to formul ate
effective strategies for the furtherance of human rights education at the
i nternational, regional, national and |local |evels.

Programme el enents

31. The Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, with the assistance of the Centre
for Human Rights and in cooperation with UNESCO shall conduct, in 1995, a
prelimnary survey and eval uation of existing human rights education programmes
and initiatives at the international, regional and national |evels, and shal
issue a report of the results of that survey and eval uation

32. The prelimnary report shall take into account all available information on
exi sting progranmes and initiatives, shall identify shortcom ngs and needs for
the realization of the goals of the Decade and shall make recommendati ons for
action to address those needs effectively during the Decade.

33. For the purposes of the H gh Commi ssioner's prelimnary report, all
participating national focal points, international and regi onal organizations,
non- gover nment al organi zati ons, specialized agencies and progranmes, and
interested others, shall be requested to provide relevant information to the

H gh Comm ssioner, based upon their own independent assessments and activities.
National focal points, in particular, shall be requested to conduct detailed
assessnents in their own countries and to report thereon to the H gh
Conmi ssi oner.
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34. The survey and evaluation and the resulting prelimnary report shall seek
to identify with particularity, at the international, regional and nationa
levels, inter alia, the nunber and types of human rights educational materials
avai |l abl e, existing human rights educational institutes, centres and permanent
focal points, national percentages of teachers trained in human rights
education, the percentage of schools having adopted human rights curricula at
the primary, secondary and post-secondary |evels, and nunber and types of human
rights education components in professional training and non-formal education
pr ogr ames.

35. The prelimnary report shall identify, as well, the needs and requirenents
of Menber States, non-governnental organizations and other inplenenting partners
for the enhancenment of existing human rights education progranmes and for the
creation of new programes in order to contribute to the objectives of the
Decade and shall nake reconmendations to those ends.

36. The report should al so explore other aspects of the socialization process,
outside of traditional education, with a view to expanding human rights
education in new directions so that human rights val ues nay becone nore
effectively integrated throughout society.

37. Annexed to the report should be a roster of national focal points,

i nternational and regi onal organizations cooperating in the Decade, existing
human rights research and training institutes and centres, and ot her Decade
partners. Information should also be provided on agenci es, organizations,
foundations and institutions providing financial and technical assistance to
nati onal governnental and non-governnental educational institutions and
organi zati ons engaged in human rights education

Assessnent and fol | ow up

38. Following the publication of the prelimnary report of the H gh
Conmi ssi oner, the H gh Conm ssioner and the Centre for Human Ri ghts shal
convene an international planning conference on the Decade, with the
participation of UNESCO, other United Nations agencies and human rights bodies
participating in the Decade, representatives of involved regional and

i nternational organi zati ons, non-governnental organizations, donor Governnents,
educators and ot her experts fromall parts of the world.

39. The conference will reviewthe prelimnary report of the H gh Comn ssioner
and devel op detailed plans for the inplenentation of its recomrendations and for
the allocation of responsibilities to that end. Such plans will include

ti netabl es, designation of local, national, regional and internationa

i mpl ementi ng agenci es, budgets and inplenentati on and fundi ng strategi es.

40. The Hi gh Comm ssioner will use the neeting as an opportunity to appeal to
donors to support the funding of the various programes resulting fromthe
prelimnary report and the conference.

41. The conclusions of the nmeeting will be contained in a report, which will be
conpl enentary to the prelimnary report of the H gh Comm ssioner and which will
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be made avail able together with the prelimnary report to all organizations,
Governnments and national focal points participating in the Decade.

42. Upon receipt of the conplenentary reports, all national focal points wll
be requested to develop a five-year detailed national inplenmentation plan for
human rights education including target groups, nethodol ogi es, tinetables,
budgets and funding strategies, covering efforts to neet the objectives of the
Decade up to the md-termeval uation period in the year 2000.

B. Conponent two: strengthening internationa
programmes and capacities

bj ective

43. The objective of conponent two is to build and strengthen progranmes and
capacities for human rights education at the international |evel.

Programme el enents

44. Under the overall policy guidance of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Rights, the Centre for Human Rights will continue and enhance its activities
relating to progranmre devel opnent in the field of targeted human rights
education, including the production of handbooks and traini ng manual s on hunman
rights for selected audiences. The Centre will ensure the broad distribution of
its manual s and handbooks on human rights and social work, human rights and

el ections, human rights and pre-trial detention, and human rights reporting, and
wi || produce further manual s and handbooks on human rights and nationa
institutions, human rights and police, human rights and prisons, human rights
and the administration of justice, human rights and the arnmed forces, human
rights and constitutions, human rights and conflict resolution, human rights and
teachers, human rights and the media, and human rights and parliament. |In these
materials, the universality, indivisibility and i nterdependence of all rights
shoul d be reflected, and they should specifically address econom ¢, social and
cultural rights.

45. The Centre for Human Rights will continue and enhance its technica
cooperation activities relating to human rights education, both for the genera
public and for specialized audi ences, under the programe of advisory services
and technical assistance in the field of human rights.

46. The Centre for Human Rights, in cooperation with UNESCO w || devel op npde
human rights curricul a, pedagogi cal techniques and teaching materials for
primary and secondary schools. The Centre for Human Rights, under its programme
of advi sory services and technical assistance in the field of human rights, wll
utilize these materials in its provision of technical assistance to requesting
St at es.

47. Each specialized agency will be requested to enhance its efforts in the
area of human rights education and to appoint a human rights education |iaison
officer to work with the H gh Commi ssioner and the Centre for Human Rights in

t he devel opment of joint educational activities relating to human rights in the

l...
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areas of conpetence of each agency. Each agency will provide information to the
H gh Conmi ssi oner on programes undertaken and materials produced in the field
of human rights education for the H gh Conm ssioner's prelimnary, md-term and
final reports.

48. The Centre for Human Rights will pronote the organization of internationa
wor kshops to identify concepts, materials and methods for human rights education
on priority human rights thenes

49. Consistent with the directives of the Wrld Conference on Human Rights in
its Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, the Centre for Hunman Rights will
continue and enhance its activities aimed at assisting peacekeepers,
international civil servants and devel opnent officers in integrating human

ri ghts standards, concepts and nethods into the planning and inplenmentation of
their work. To that end, the Centre shoul d devel op specific training progranmres
for each of these groups, and should cooperate with the rel evant agenci es and
departnents of the United Nations in incorporating such programes into their
activities.

50. The Centre for Human Rights, as well as relevant specialized agencies and

i nternational programmes, will explore possibilities for the devel opnent and use
of advanced technol ogi es, including tel ecomunications networks, electronic nai
dat abases and data exchange to facilitate networki ng anong internationa
programes, national focal points, educators and resource and training centres

i nvol ved in the Decade.

51. The Secretary-General shall be requested to establish a United Nations
voluntary fund for human rights education, to be adm nistered by the Centre for
Human Ri ghts through the programe of advisory services and technica

assistance. The fund shall be used to support activities under the Decade,

i ncl udi ng support for building human rights educati on capacities in governmnental
institutions and non-governnental organizations at the national |evel.

Assessnent and fol | ow up

52. The Hi gh Commissioner will report on progress and devel opnents in all of
these programe elenents in his prelimnary, md-termand final reports. He
wi Il al so make reconmendati ons for advanci ng the objectives of these elenents in
each such report. Each international actor inplicated in these progranme
elements will accordingly be called upon to provide updated and detail ed
information to the H gh Conm ssioner

C. Component three: strengthening regi onal programes
and capacities

bj ective

53. The objective of conponent three is to build and strengthen programes and
capacities for human rights education at the regional |evel.
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Programme el enents

54. Al regional and subregional human rights organi zations will be requested
to enhance their efforts in the area of human rights education and will also be
requested to appoint a human rights education liaison officer to work with the
H gh Commi ssioner and the Centre for Human Rights in the devel opment of joint
educational activities relating to human rights in the respective regi ons of
each organi zation. Liaison officers will, as well, be requested to report to

t he H gh Conm ssioner, on behalf of each organi zation, on progranmes undertaken
and materials produced in the field of human rights education, for purposes of
the H gh Conmi ssioner's prelimnary, md-termand final reports.

55. In regions or subregions where such organi zati ons do not yet exist, the

H gh Comm ssioner, with the assistance of the Centre for Human R ghts, wll
encourage their establishnment through the convening of workshops and through the
provi sion of technical assistance, where appropriate.

Assessnent and fol | ow up

56. The Hi gh Commissioner will report on progress and devel opnents in all of
these programe elenents in his prelimnary, md-termand final reports. He
wi Il al so make reconmendati ons for advanci ng the objectives of these elenents in
each such report. Each regional organization participating in these programe
elements will accordingly be called upon to provide updated and detail ed
information to the H gh Conm ssioner

D. Conponent four: strengthening national programes
and capacities

bj ective

57. The objective of conponent four is to build and strengthen progranmes and
capacities for human rights education at the national |evel.

Programme el enents

58. Every State will be requested to draw up a national plan of action for
human rights education, reflecting the principles and objectives of this
international plan and form ng an integral part of a conprehensive national plan
of action for human rights. Such national plans of action for human rights
education should be conpleted during 1995, in consultation with all rel evant

nati onal and | ocal actors and groups, and should be transmitted to the Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner for Human Rights for purposes of effective coordination and
cooperation in their inplementation. Each national plan should contain specific
obj ectives, strategies and programmes for the enhancement of human rights
education in pre-schools, primary and secondary school s, higher education

prof essi onal schools, the training of public officials and in non-forna

| earni ng, including general public information. National focal points should
periodically review the inplementation of the frameworks and revi se them as
necessary.
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59. As described in paragraph 28 above, every State will be requested to
designate a national focal point for human rights education, which shall assist
in the identification of needs, the devel opnent of a national plan of action,
fund-raising and international and local liaison and coordination with the H gh
Commi ssi oner for Human Rights

60. Every State will be encouraged to establish a national public access human
rights resource and training centre or, where such centres already exist, to
take concrete steps to strengthen their capacity to support human rights
education at the national and local levels. International and regi ona
programes and organi zations should assist in the establishment and

strengt heni ng of such centres, including through the provision of financial and
techni cal assistance. States should provide to the H gh Conm ssioner, for
purposes of his prelimnary, md-termand final reports, all available
information on the existence, operation, functions and resources of such
centres.

61. National human rights resource and training centres, in cooperation with
national focal points, should engage, inter alia, in the follow ng tasks:

(a) Research on human rights and human rights education

(b) Translation and culturally appropriate adaptation of training
materi al s;

(c) CQutreach to professional groups and conmmunity workers;
(d) Gender-sensitive training of trainers;

(e) Organization of internship programes for students and teachers
interested in devel oping projects in human rights education

(f) Organization of special cultural events for art, nusic and theatre
performances, and the production of journals, popular books and audi ovi sua
materi al s on human rights;

(g) Maintenance of a roster of national experts and institutions in hunman
ri ghts educati on;

(h) Assistance in the inplenentation of internationally sponsored
techni cal cooperation projects for human rights education

(i) Establishnent of a human rights extension service for naking
consul tations, publications and teaching materials available to individuals and
groups requesting assistance in matters relating to human rights education
Assi stance in the devel opnent of guidelines and nmaterials for these extension
servi ces should be provided to the national resource and training centres by
conpetent international programes and organi zati ons on request.
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62. The Hi gh Commi ssioner will report on progress and devel opnents in all of
these programe elenents in his prelimnary, md-termand final reports. He
wi Il al so make reconmendati ons for advanci ng the objectives of these elenents in
each such report. Each national focal point participating in these programe
elements will accordingly be called upon to provide updated and detail ed
information to the H gh Conm ssi oner

63. The reports of the Hi gh Conmm ssioner will be made available to all nationa
focal points in order that they may take into account his reconmendations, and
so that they may make use of other information contained in those reports, for
pur poses of programe devel opment, identification of sources of funding and
techni cal assistance, and liaison with other actors in the Decade.

E. Conponent five: strengthening |local programes and capacities

bj ective

64. The objective of conponent five is to build and strengthen progranmes and
capacities for human rights education at the |ocal |evel.

Programme el enents

65. National focal points will be encouraged, in the interest of building |oca
and comunity-based capacities for human rights education, to include all |oca
and comuni ty-based organi zations in the national roster described in conmponent
four above, and to direct their efforts and resources, including support
received frominternational sources, to enabling such |ocal and conmunity-based
organi zations to deliver effective human rights education to their

consti tuencies.

66. Wth the support of national focal points and national resource and
training centres, local and community-based organi zati ons should be prepared to
del i ver popul ar human rights education, through vocational and adult education
literacy training, |ocal non-governnmental organizations, fam |y outreach and
religi ous educati on.

67. To these ends, national focal points should be charged w th organizing
regul ar consul tations and annual nmeetings with |ocal groups and representatives,
and with soliciting their active input for purposes of national eval uations,

pl ans of action, projects and reports to the Hi gh Conm ssi oner

68. Local and comunity-based groups should also be fully involved in the
i mpl ement ation of national projects for human rights education, with a viewto
delivering the benefits of the Decade to all |evels and sectors of society.

Assessnent and fol | ow up

69. The High Commissioner will report on challenges, progress and devel opnents
in the delivery of human rights education to the local level in his prelimnary,

/...
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md-termand final reports. He will also nmake recommendati ons for advanci ng
these efforts in each such report. Each national focal point participating in
t hese programre el enents will accordingly be called upon to provide updated and
detailed information to the Hi gh Comm ssioner on the nunber and types of |oca
and comunity-based groups cooperating with each national focal point and the
ki nd of support delivered to the local level, as well as chall enges and
difficulties encountered.

F. Conponent six: coordinated devel opnent of materials
for human rights education

bj ective

70. The objective of conponent six is to ensure the coordi nated devel opnent of
ef fective human rights education material s.

Programme el enents

71. The Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights and the Centre for Human Ri ghts
shal I devel op and publish, in cooperation with UNESCO and all other actors in

t he Decade, a current and periodically updated listing of available human rights
educational materials, including manuals, handbooks, curricula, audiovisua

tool s and other such materials, concurrent with his prelimnary, md-termand
final reports. The listing shall also contain information on how such materials
may be obtai ned by interested organizations and individuals. The listing should
be made avail abl e on an el ectroni c dat abase as soon as possible. The
educational material collected in connection with the listing should be

mai ntained at the Centre for Human R ghts and nade avail abl e upon request to
interested parties.

72. UNESCO and other international and regional organizations and agencies wl |
be requested to enhance their activities directed at the devel opment of such
materials, with priority attention to be directed to any | acunae revealed in the
conpilation of the H gh Comm ssioner's listing and to the strengthening of
existing material s where necessary.

73. Educational materials devel oped at the international and regional |evels
shoul d benefit fromthe review and i nput of national focal points and nationa
resource and training centres and shoul d be nade available to national and | oca
programes for translation, cultural adaptation, testing and revision, with the
financial and technical assistance of international and regional programres.

74. Every national resource and training centre should be provided with a ful
set of such materials for use in the devel opnent of national and | oca
programes, and national focal points, in their reports to the High
Commi ssi oner, should identify national needs in this regard. National foca
points will, in turn, be responsible for naking such naterials available to

| ocal and community-based groups, national professional training programes,
nati onal non-governnental organizations and other national actors in the Decade.



A/ 51/ 506/ Add. 1

Engl i sh
Page 18
75. In the devel opnent of new materials for specialized audi ences, the

foll owi ng consi derations should be taken into account, in addition to the
normative basis, definition, guiding principles, objectives and target groups
described in parts | to V of the present Plan of Action

(a) Collegial presentations. Were possible, effective training efforts
should draw froma |list of experts which is practical in orientation. Rather
t han assenbl i ng panel s conposed entirely of professors and theorists,
consi derati on should be given to preparing practitioners in the relevant field
to deliver human rights education, be they | awers, judges or police officers.
Much nore can be acconplished through the coll egial approach of, for exanple,
police discussing with police, than could be gained by a professor-student node
of training;

(b) Training the trainers and capacity-building. Participants in targeted
human rights courses should be selected with the understanding that their
responsibilities will continue after conpletion of the training exercises. They
shoul d be charged with conducting their own training or dissemnation efforts
after returning to their normal duty station. 1In this way, the inpact of such
courses is multiplied severalfold, as the information inparted is dissem nated
t hroughout the institutions concerned;

(c) Pedagogical techniqgues. Courses devel oped under the Decade, in each
case, should include a section designed to introduce a variety of effective
techni ques for the training of specific audiences. |In particular, suggestions
shoul d be made for the use of creative, interactive teaching nethods, which
of fer the best hope for securing the active, engaged participation of the
programe participants. Such techni ques may include the use of working groups,
| ecture-di scussi ons, case-studi es, panel discussions, round-table discussions,
brai nstorm ng sessions, sinulation and role-playing, field trips, practica and
the use of audio and visual aids, as culturally appropriate to the specific
audi ence;

(d) Audience specificity. The nmere recitation of vague principles of
general applicability offers little hope of affecting the actual behaviour of a
gi ven audi ence. To be effective, indeed, at all worthwhile, training and
education efforts must be directly targeted and appropriately addressed to a
particul ar audi ence, be they police, health care workers, |awers, students or
others. Accordingly, the content of the Decade's teaching activities should
focus nore on the standards directly relevant to the daily work of or role in
the conmmunity of the audi ence and | ess on distant theoretical notions;

(e) Practical approach. According to the report of a recent parliamentary
conmi ssion investigating violations at one country's police stations, when
confronted with evidence of abuses the police said that they |acked
under st andi ng about interrogation nethods and techni ques, that they carried out
i nterrogations by outdated nmethods and that they did not know how interrogations
were carried out in other countries. |In order to conpare their nmethods and
i nprove them they wanted to have the chance to do research and observe
i nterrogation nmethods in other countries. Such accounts reveal two imnportant
areas of focus, extendable by anal ogy to audi ences other than police trainees.
Firstly, offering justifications of any kind for serious violations such as
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torture denonstrates a lack of famliarity with the nost fundanental of
standards for human rights. There are no legitimate justifications for such
activities. Secondly, police (and other groups) in the real world want to know
not just what the rules are, but also howto do their job effectively within the
confines of those rules. Training efforts that ignore either of these areas
will likely be neither credible nor effective. Accordingly, educational efforts
under the Decade shoul d include practical information on proven techniques for
the perfornmance of the target audience's duties, as derived fromthe
reconmendati ons of experts and literature on the current best practice for the
prof ession in question;

(f) Conprehensive presentation of standards. Courses and materials
devel oped under the Decade should be thorough in their presentation of the
rel evant international standards. To that end, relevant instrunments and
sinmplified |l earning tools should be translated and provided to trainees;

(g) Teaching to sensitize. The goals of materials and courses devel oped
under the Decade should not be limted to the inparting of standards and
practical skills, but should also include exercises designed to sensitize
trainees to their own potential for violative behaviour, however unwitting. For
exanpl e, well-devel oped exercises that can have the effect of naking trainees
aware of notions of gender or racial bias in their own attitudes or behaviour
can be quite valuable. Simlarly, the special inport of particular standards as
they apply to wonen (for exanple) are not always readily obvious. Trainees
shoul d be nmade to understand, for exanple, that the term "degrading treatnment"”,
as found in the various international instrunents, nmay have different practica
i mplications when applied to wonen as conpared to nen, or when applied to one
cultural group vis-a-vis another

(h) Flexibility of design and application. To be universally useful
training courses and materials nmust be designed in such a way as to facilitate
their flexible use, without inmposing a single rigid focus or approach on the
trainers. Such courses nust be adaptable to the particular cultural
educational, regional and experiential needs and realities of a diverse range of
potential audiences within the target group;

(i) Evaluation tools. Training materials and courses should include pre-
and post-training eval uative exercises, such as testing questionnaires, which
serve three crucial purposes. Pre-course questionnaires, when properly
utilized, allow a trainer to tailor his or her course to the particul ar
educational needs of the audi ence. Post-course questionnaires and eval uation
sessions will both allow trai nees to gauge what they have | earned and assist in
the continuous (crucial) nodification and inprovenent of courses offered under
t he Decade.

Assessnent and fol | ow up

76. The Hi gh Commi ssioner, concurrently with his prelimnary, md-term and
final reports, will make available for distribution to all internationa
organi zati ons, regional organizations and national focal points the current
listings of available training materials described in this conponent.
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77. The Hi gh Conmmi ssioner, based upon information to be provided in reports by
nati onal focal points and fromother partners in the Decade, will encourage the
devel opnent and distribution of new materials, as indicated by evol ving needs.

G Component seven: strengthening the role of the nass nedia

bj ective

78. The objective of conponent seven is to strengthen the role and capacity of
the mass nedia in the furtherance of human rights education

Programme el enents

79. In recognition of the inportant role of the mass nedia in bringing human
rights education to all sectors of society, including to persons at all levels
of literacy and those living or working in renote areas, journalists,

br oadcasters and ot her nedi a professionals should, during the course of the
Decade, be subject to increased training and assi stance in incorporating human
rights information and public education into their work. All progranmes and
organi zati ons engaged in the provision of training and technical cooperation
under the Decade shoul d consider contributing to these efforts. The Centre for
Human Rights, in particular, should produce a manual on human rights for the
nedia and increase its nmedia training activities.

80. Al actors in the Decade shall encourage, in their contacts with the nedia,
enhanced public coverage of human rights issues and the devel opnent of
programes that provide information and i deas about human rights and contribute
to a public dial ogue about human rights, in full respect for the independence of
the nmedia and the freedons of information and expression

81. In consultation with the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights and the Centre
for Human Rights, the Departnent of Public Information of the United Nations
will increase significantly the production of United Nations tel evision and

radi o educational programmes on human rights. The Departnment will be requested
to produce videos, filns and programmes for radi o broadcasting on human rights
t henes.

82. The Hi gh Conmmi ssioner and the Centre for Human Rights, with the cooperation
of the Departnment of Public Information, will establish a media advisory board
for public information and education on human rights and will devel op a mass
nedi a canpaign to publicize human rights standards and mechani sms.

83. In the context of the Wrld Public Information Canpaign for Human Ri ghts,
and in cooperation with relevant non-governnental organizations and agenci es,
the Centre for Human Rights will intensify the publication of fact sheets
studi es and other public information human rights materials. It wll also
organi ze or participate in public human rights events such as the fiftieth
anniversary of the United Nations, in 1995, and the fiftieth anniversary of the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights, in 1998. The H gh Conm ssioner wll
encour age gl obal nedia coverage of these events.
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84. The Hi gh Commissioner, in his prelimnary, md-termand final reports wll
provi de i nformati on on neasures undertaken to increase nedia attention to hunman
rights issues at the international, regional and national levels. Al nationa
focal points will be requested to nmaintain a review of national press coverage
of human rights issues and to report to the H gh Comni ssioner on such coverage.
A simlar press review, at the international level, will be maintained by the
Centre for Human Rights and the Departnent of Public Information

H.  Conponent eight: global dissem nation of the Universa
Decl aration of Human Ri ghts

bj ective

85. The objective of conponent eight is to achieve the gl obal dissem nation of
t he Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the maxi num nunber of possible

| anguages, and in other forms appropriate for various levels of literacy and for
t he di sabl ed.

Programme el enents

86. The Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights and the Centre for Human Rights, in
cooperation with UNESCO, the Departnment of Public Information and its United
Nations information centres, will conduct a gl obal survey of existing printed

| anguage versions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as of

exi sting versions in pictorial, audiovisual or other formats, and will ascertain
the availability of the various versions for distribution in each Menber State,
conmenci ng in 1995.

87. Based upon the results of the survey, a plan will be devel oped by the High
Commi ssi oner for the production of further |anguage versions of the Universa
Declaration, with priority attention to be given to ensuring the existence of at
| east one printed format version for the nmain | anguage of each Menber State, and
at | east one audio or other appropriate version for persons of various |evels of
literacy and for the disabled in each Menber State. Additional versions, in
mnority and other national |anguages, and in other formats for persons of other
levels of literacy and for the disabled, should imediately followthe
production of these versions.

88. Under the coordination of the H gh Comn ssioner and the respective nationa
focal points for human rights education, and according to the plan devel oped
foll owi ng the survey, Governnents and national non-governmental organizations
universities and institutes, will be called upon to carry out translation
publication and distribution of appropriate versions of the Universa

Decl aration of Human Rights, with technical and financial assistance from

i nternational organizations and progranmes, where necessary. Such internationa
organi zati ons and programes, including the advisory services and technica

assi stance programe of the Centre for Human Rights, UNESCO, other United

Nati ons agenci es and international non-governnmental organizations, will be
encour aged by the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts to nake avail abl e such
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assi stance, and the international donor community will be called upon to support
these efforts.

89. On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, in 1998, mmjor celebratory events will be organized at the
international, regional and national |evels, during which the inportance of

uni versal know edge and understandi ng of the provisions of the Universa
Declaration will be enphasized. At the international |evel, the H gh

Commi ssioner for Human Rights will convene an international conference on

di ssem nation of the Universal Declaration, for the purpose of devising
strategies for ensuring that the Declaration is globally available and
effectively incorporated into human rights education at all levels and in all
Menber States. Regional organizations and national focal points will be called
upon to hold corresponding events and to contribute to and inplenment the
recomrendati ons of the international conference.

Assessnent and fol | ow up

90. The results of the survey conducted by the H gh Comm ssioner and the report
of the international conference to be held in 1998 will be distributed to al

regi onal organi zations, national focal points and other interested partners in

t he Decade upon their conpletion.

91. Al regional organizations, national focal points and other interested
partners in the Decade will be requested to report to the H gh Conm ssioner for
pur poses of his md-termevaluation in the year 2000, and again for his fina
report in 2004, on progress made since the conpletion of the survey, including
cel ebratory events held and versions of the Universal Declaration available, and
on continuing needs and chall enges in the achi evenent of the objectives of these
progranmme el enents.

92. The Hi gh Commissioner will incorporate all such information into his
md-termand final reports, and all progranme partners will be called upon to
redirect their efforts according to the informati on and recomendati ons
contained in those reports.

Vill. ™MD TERM GLOBAL EVALUATI ON

93. During the year 2000, a mid-term global evaluation of progress made towards
t he achi evement of the objectives of the Decade shall be undertaken by the H gh
Commi ssioner for Human Rights and the Centre for Human Rights, in cooperation
with all other principal actors in the Decade. The Hi gh Conmm ssi oner shal

report to the General Assenbly on the results of that evaluation

94. The evaluation report shall take into account all available information on
what has been acconplished at the international, regional, national and | oca

I evel s, shall identify remaining shortcom ngs and needs, and shall nake
reconmendations for action during the five renmaining years of the Decade.

95. For purposes of the Hi gh Conmissioner's report, all participating nationa
focal points, international and regional organizations, non-governmenta
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organi zati ons, specialized agencies and progranmes, and interested others, shal
be requested to provide relevant information to the H gh Comm ssi oner, based
upon their own independent assessnments and activities. National focal points,
in particular, shall be requested to conduct detailed assessnents in their own
countries, and to report thereon to the H gh Conm ssi oner

I X CONCLUSI ON OF THE DECADE

96. The year 2004 shall be the final year of the United Nati ons Decade for

Human Ri ghts Education. That year shall, accordingly, be set as the target date
for achi evement of generalized human rights education progranmes through the
i mpl ementation of State action plans. It shall also be the target date for the

conpl etion of a conprehensive collection of human rights education materials and
their broad distribution throughout all Menber States. By the conclusion of the
Decade, effective national capacities for the delivery of human rights education
shoul d be secured worl dwi de.

X.  FOLLOWUP TO THE DECADE

97. After conclusion of the Decade, the H gh Conmi ssioner, with the assistance
of the Centre for Human Rights and in cooperation with UNESCO should issue a
final report on the state of human rights education at the local, national,
regional and international |levels. The H gh Comm ssioner, in the final report,
shoul d seek to identify, as precisely as possible, progress in the various
areas, including in which | anguages the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is
avai l abl e, the nunber and types of human rights educational nmanual s, handbooks
and teaching materials devel oped by international and regi onal organizations and
programes, the nunber of human rights educational institutes, centres or
permanent focal points established at the national |evel, the nationa

per cent ages of teachers trained in human rights, the nunber of schools having
adopt ed human rights education curricula and the nunber and ki nds of education
in the professional fields and in informal and non-formal education. The report
shoul d al so provide precise informati on on how various | anguage versions of the
Uni versal Declaration on Human Ri ghts and human rights teaching materials may be
obtai ned by interested groups and i ndividual s.

98. The national, regional and international structures and networks
establ i shed under the Decade should continue to serve as pernanent focal and
contact points for international cooperation in the field of human rights
education, and the H gh Comm ssioner and the Centre for Human R ghts, in
cooperati on with UNESCO, should maintain, and nmake avail abl e upon request, a
current roster of such organi zations and focal points.

99. Human rights educational naterials devel oped under the Decade shoul d be
subj ect to periodic review, supplenentation and revision to take into account
changi ng needs and realities, and should continue to be nmade avail able on the
wi dest possi bl e basi s.



