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THE RUSSI AN FEDERATI ON AND KAZAKSTAN TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED
TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

We have the honour to transmit the text of the joint Russian-Kazak
statenment on Afghani stan, adopted by the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the
Russi an Federation, E. M Primakov, and the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of
Kazakstan, K. K. Tokaev, in Mdscow on 19 February 1997 (see annex).

We shoul d be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circulated as a docurment of the Security Council.

(Signed) A AR STANBEKOVA (Signed) S. LAVROV
Ambassador Anbassador
Per manent Representative of Kazakstan Per manent Representative of the
to the United Nations Russi an Federation to the United Nations
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Annex

Joi nt Russi an- Kazak Statenent on Af ghani stan of 19 February 1997

The Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and Kazakstan
E. M Primakov and K. K. Tokaev, in the course of discussions which took place
in Moscow on 19 February 1997, exchanged views on the course of events in
Af ghani stan and the prospects for a peaceful settlenment of the inter-Afghan
conflict.

Serious concern was expressed at the continuing armed conflict in
Af ghani stan and the attenpts of the Taliban novenent to resol ve the issue of
power in the country in its favour by mlitary neans.

Particul ar concern was felt at the fact that, as a result of the mlitary
action, the civilian population is suffering and the nunber of refugees is on
the increase. The incidents of serious violation of human rights, of
persecution on political and ethnic grounds, and of violation of the nornms of
international law, including actions that prevent the nornal performance of the
work of the United Nations in Afghanistan, nmerit condemmation

The Russi an Federation and Kazakstan call on the parties to the conflict in
Afghani stan to halt military action imediately and to begin the search for ways
of reaching agreenent for the purpose of restoring civil peace. |In so doing,
the legitinate interests of all ethnic and religious groups and regions mnmust be
taken into account. None of the Afghan military-political groupings must inpose
its dominating role on the others.

Having called for the cessation of outside interference in Afghanistan's
internal affairs, the Mnisters underlined that a necessary condition for the
settlenent of the conflict must be the maintenance of the State independence and
territorial integrity of the Islamc State of Afghanistan

Havi ng noted the positive significance of the neeting of the Russian,
Kazak, Kyrgyz, Uzbek and Tajik |leaders held in Almaty on 4 Cctober 1996, the
deci sions of which were reflected in Security Council resolution 1076 (1996) of
22 Cctober 1996, on Afghanistan, the Mnisters called for the expansion of
cooperation and for an intensification of the collective efforts of the Russian
Federation and the Central Asian countries nenbers of the Commonweal t h of
| ndependent States, both within the framework of the Almaty nmeeting and on a
bilateral basis, to neutralize the negative inpact of the continuing conflict in
Af ghani stan and to secure the comon interests of our countries in the region.
In so doing, concern was expressed at the fact that to date the politically
significant resolutions of the Security Council and the General Assenbly on
Af ghani st an have not begun to be i npl enent ed.

Agreenent was reached to continue the exchange of views and the
consul tations between the Russian Federati on and Kazakstan on the Afghan probl em
and on an intensification of the joint efforts of our countries ainmed at
i mpl ementing the United Nations deci sions.



