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Letter dated 14 February 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

I have the honour to draw your attention to the statenent issued on
13 February 1997 by the Presidency on behalf of the European Union on the eighth
anni versary of the Iranian fatwa condemi ng Sal man Rushdi e.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly, under the itementitled
"Hurman rights questions: human rights questions, including alternative
approaches for inproving the effective enjoynent of human rights and fundamenta
freedons”, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) N H BIEGVAN
Per manent Representative of the
Net herl ands to the United Nations

97- 04161 (E) 180297 180297 [...



A 52/ 79
S/1997/ 134
Engl i sh
Page 2

ANNEX
[Oiginal: English and French]
Statenent issued on 13 February 1997 by the Presidency

of the European Union on the eighth anniversary of the
lranian fatwa agai nst Sal nan Rushdi e

On the eighth anniversary of the publication of the fatwa condemning the
British author Salman Rushdie to death and calling for his assassination, the
Eur opean Union recalls and repeats the solem affirmations it made on the
anni versaries of the fatwa according to which the fatwa, decreed in defiance of
t he Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the principle of the sovereignty
of States, in particular regarding the protection by the latter of their
nationals, remains null and void.

The European Uni on deeply regrets the announced increase in the bounty
offered to his assassins by a private Iranian organi zation. Follow ng
statenents made yesterday by President Rafsanjani, the European Union calls on
the Iranian Governnent to take appropriate steps against any initiative that
m ght endanger ongoing efforts to reach a solution.

The European Uni on al so expresses grave concern over the continuing threats
to the life of individuals associated with the work of M. Rushdie.

The European Union will continue to take advantage of its critical dialogue
with the Islamc Republic of Iran to defend fundanental rights and freedom of
expression. Recalling the conclusions of the European Councils of Madrid in
Decenber 1995 and Fl orence in June 1996, the European Union renews its denmands
that the Islamc Republic of Iran abide by international |law and calls upon the
Iranian authorities to further efforts to obtain a satisfactory solution in
respect of Sal man Rushdi e.

The Central and Eastern European countries associ ated with the European
Uni on, the associated country Cyprus, and the European Free Trade Associ ation
countries nenbers of the European Economic Area align thenselves with this
st at enent .



