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Letter dated 12 February 1997 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i.
of the Permanent M ssion of Ecuador to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral

| have the honour to transmit to you the letter addressed to you fromthe
Ceneral Secretary of the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador,
M. Di ego Ri badeneira, concerning the appointnment of the new Interim
Constitutional President of Ecuador, M. Fabi an Al arcén.

On instructions frommy Government, | should like to request you to have
this letter and its annex circul ated as a docunent of the General Assenbly under
agenda item 22, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Emlio |IZQU ERDO
Deputy Pernmanent Representative
Chargé d' Affaires a.i.
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ANNEX

Letter dated 12 February 1997 fromthe General Secretary of
the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

| have the honour to informyou, and through you the Menbers of the United
Nati ons, of the resolution adopted by the National Congress yesterday, under the
procedures established in the existing Political Constitution, to preserve the
denocratic order in Ecuador and to surnmount the political crisis of the past few
days.

As you know, a massive general strike was organized on 5 February by civi
soci ety, including workers, menbers of trade unions and enpl oyers' associ ati ons,
political |eaders, former presidents of the Republic, former presidentia
candi dat es, mayors, prefects and the general public, to protest against the
Governnment of former President Abdal & Bucaram Ortiz and denmand that Congress
remove himfromoffice

By its resolution of 6 February 1997, the National Congress renpved former
Presi dent Abdal & Bucaram Ortiz fromoffice under article 100 (d) of the
Constitution. On 11 February, the Congress of the Republic voted to end the
interimpresidency of Ms. Rosalia Arteaga and to appoi nt
M. Fabi &n Al arcon Rivera, who took office immediately, as Constitutiona
InterimPresident of the Republic.

The above-nentioned resolution of the National Congress, for which 57
nenbers voted in favour, representing nore than two thirds of the menbership,
provides that the InterimPresident, "12 nonths fromthe date of his
appoi ntnent, through the Suprene El ectoral Tribunal, shall call genera
el ections to choose the Constitutional President of the Republic and other
elected officials, who shall take office on 1 and 10 August 1998"

Congress publicly and formally confirmed "its conmtnent to fill the gaps
and carry out the requested reforns to achieve a profound restructuring of the
State, which will make Ecuador a nore just and unified country and will satisfy
the aspirations and desires of all segnents of Ecuadorian society".

In informng you of the foregoing, | should like to note that this
political crisis has been overcone without a single casualty; that no events
occurred which would violate the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations; and that, consequently, regional and international security were
not threatened, since all the events took place within the framework of respect
for the rights and duties of States and of full observance of the right of
peopl es to sel f-determ nation

(Signed) Diego R BADENEI RA ESPI NOSA
Ceneral Secretary
Mnistry of Foreign Affairs



