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Letter dated 3 February 1996 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i.
of the Permanent M ssion of Israel to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

| wish to refer to the letters dated 17 January 1997 (S/1997/41) and
23 January 1997 (A/52/63-S/1997/70) fromthe Permanent Representative of Lebanon
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and to respond to certain
m sl eadi ng poi nts therein.

The precarious situation in southern Lebanon is caused by the acts of the
terrorist organi zations, nostly Hezbol | ah, which use Lebanese territory as a
base of aggression against Israel; by the Governnment of Lebanon's refusal to
di sarmt hese groups; and by the aid and encouragenent given to terrorist
organi zati ons both by the Government of Lebanon and by States well known for
their support of international terror. Lebanon cannot export terrorism and
expect peace in return.

Any action by Israel in response to such terrorismhas thus been taken
solely in self-defence and has regretfully been nade necessary precisely because
t he Governnent of Lebanon has been, and unfortunately remains, ineffectual
unable or unwilling to carry out its basic duty under international |aw and the
Charter of the United Nations of preventing its territory frombeing used as a
base for Hezbollah and other terrorist groups' attacks against Israel and its
citizens. Lebanon has, time and again, had the opportunity to extend centra
authority over all its territory, yet the Beirut CGovernnent has repeatedly
denonstrated an incredible inability to act in this regard. Thus Lebanon's
efforts at recovery froma decade of ruthless civil war, which are alluded to by
its Permanent Representative, are hanpered, not by any action on Israel's part,
but by its own ineptitude. dearly, Lebanon needs first to create a solid
foundati on of peace and tranquillity upon which to build this recovery.

97- 03437 (E) 060297 /...



A 52/ 70
S/1997/ 108
Engl i sh
Page 2

I srael woul d wel cone a change whereby Lebanon ceases to enable its
territory to be illegally used for unprovoked terrorist ends, and so puts an end
to the current situation of attacks on Israel and its territorial integrity.

For Lebanon cannot export terrorism and expect peace in return. Wre it not for
t he unprovoked and relentless terror emanating from Lebanese soil, the southern
border with |Israel would be cal mand safe.

In this context it should be clearly stated that the purported
justification advanced by Lebanon for terror activities against Israel, that of
claimng a so-called "right of resistance", is conpletely spurious and has no
basis whatever in international law. Any attenpt to use General Assenbly
resolutions as the source of such a claimis a deliberate incorrect
m sinterpretati on of Assenbly resolutions, which clearly and unequivocally cal
for the total rejection of all forns of violence and terror. |In fact the very
opposite is true. No Assenbly resolution can properly be used to justify
terror. Moreover, General Assenbly resolution 51/210 of 17 Decenber 1996
concerning neasures to elimnate international terrorismclearly establishes
that there is no justification whatsoever for acts of terror

It should be stressed that Lebanon's position and policies are the prinmary
obstacle in the way of fulfilment of the role of the United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) as they enable the infiltration of armed terrorists in
or through its area of operations, thereby placing upon UNIFIL the inpossible
task of trying to deal with a situation for which it was not created and for
which it has no nmandate.

Furthernore, Lebanon's refusal to return to the conference table to discuss
a treaty of peace is at odds with its claimto be conmtted to the Mddl e East
peace process, which is based, as set out in the Joint Invitation issued to all
Parties by the Co-sponsors to the Madrid Conference, solely on United Nations
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). The invitation issued
to Israel did not include the Letter of Assurance to the Governnent of Lebanon
referred to by the Lebanese Permanent Representative, which, therefore, can in
no way serve as a basis for negotiations between Israel and Lebanon in the
Madri d peace process. |f the Governnent of Lebanon truly w shes to achieve a
peaceful settlenment, it has to control its heavily arned, semn -independent
mlitias and to resune direct negotiations with Israel in accordance with the
agreed upon terns of reference of the peace process. |Israel has suggested this
many tines in the past, lanmentably to no avail

| would be grateful if you would have the present letter circulated as a
document of the General Assenbly, under the itementitled "Measures to elimnate
international terrorisn, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) David PELEG
Anmbassador
Chargé d' affaires a.i



