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Statenent subnitted by the Foundation for the R ghts of the
Fanm |y (PRODEFA). a non-governnental organization in specia
consultative status with the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci

The Secretary-CGeneral has received the follow ng statenent, which is
circulated in accordance wi th paragraphs 30 and 31 of Economi ¢ and Soci al
Council resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996.

* * *

1. FAM LY FUNCTI ONS AND RCOLES

A systemthat places people and their human security at the centre of the
soci al devel opnent process must necessarily focus on the famly, in which nost
people live their lives. Care, nurturing, food, clothing, housing, education
are functions that the famly naturally perfornms in interdependence and
solidarity.

While the fam |y has undergone and continues to undergo fundanent al
changes, it is still recognized as the first agent of socialization of future
generations and, in many societies, as the only supporting institution for ol der
persons and persons with disabilities.

Qovi ously, any policies that support the family will have an effect on the
way the famly can support, help, protect, educate children and young peopl e,
and provide for its vul nerabl e nenbers.
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Al though in many cases the famly can provide a buffer against short-term
poverty and unenpl oynent, policies supporting the nost vulnerable famlies are
an indi spensable strategy in conbating |ong-termand extreme poverty.

Stable famlies are agents of sustainable social devel opnent because of
their fundamental role as the internediate body between individuals and society.
Soci al progress inplies the constant and dynam c interaction between famly
structures and functions and the |arger social, economc, cultural and physica
envi ronnent .

2. THE UNI TED NATI ONS AND THE FAM LY
2. 1.

The CGeneral Assenbly, in its resolution 50/142 entitled "Followup to the
International Year of the Family", paragraph 4, invited the Conm ssion for
Soci al Devel opnent to consider how best to integrate the followup to the
International Year of the Family into its work programme as laid out in Econonic
and Soci al Council resolution 1995/ 60.

In the sane resol ution, paragraph 5, the General Assenbly requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to prepare a conprehensive docunent containing the famly-
rel ated provisions fromthe outcome of seven of the npbst recent internationa
conferences, to be submitted to the Commi ssion for Social Devel opnment at its
thirty-fifth session.

It is hoped that the nediumtermplan for the period 1998-2001 will also
target famly issues (special session - 1996 - of the Conm ssion for Socia
Devel opnent, May 1996, docurment on the review of the functioning of the
Commi ssion: proposals for the nediumtermplan for the period 1998-2001
(E/CN.5/1996/4 and Corr.1)).

2.2. A DECLARATION ON THE FAM LY

Soci eties worl dwi de recognize that famlies have a nunber of socia
functions and responsibilities; and that they have corresponding rights. In
nmany i nstances, these rights are stated, directly or indirectly, in nationa
constitutions and laws and even in international instruments, where, while
rights are not worded as such, the concept of right is inplied in the repeated
affirmation that the famly, as the basic unit of society, is entitled to
protection by society and the State.

Neverthel ess, in the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Popul ati on and Devel opnent (Cairo, 1994), the word "rights" does clearly appear
nanmely in chapter V of the Programme of Action entitled "The famly, its roles,
ri ghts, conposition and structure"

Al ready in 1982, several organi zations, national and international and even
governnental institutions, started to voice a concern about the need for a
docunment, a declaration on the fanmly spelling out functions, responsibilities
and rights.
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Several drafts were prepared to this end: an ad hoc group of the Vienna
NGO Committee on the Fam |y worked for seven years and in 1993 reached a
consensus on a text entitled "Guiding Principles on the Famly"; the
International Union of Famly Organizations (I UFQ Charter was presented in 1994
to President Mtterrand of France; other national and regional texts have been
coming forth in recent years.

The decl aration has al so been contenpl ated at the highest political |evels,
as was witnessed in 1994 during the forty-ninth session of the General Assenbly
(I'nternational Conference on Fanilies).

One neasure of the seriousness of the discussion on this subject was the
adoption by the General Assenbly of its resolution 47/237 on 20 Septenber 1993,
initially recommended for adoption by the Assenbly by the Conm ssion for Socia
Devel opnent at its thirty-third session in 1993.

I n paragraph 20 of this resolution, the General Assenbly requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to seek the views of States nmenbers of the Comm ssion for
Soci al Devel opnment on the desirability of working out a declaration on the
roles, responsibilities and rights of famlies on the occasion of the
International Year of the Famly.

In response to that resolution, a note verbale was circulated in
Cctober 1993 to the then 32 States nenbers of the Conm ssion, seeking their
views on this issue.

Responses were received fromeight Governnents: those of Belarus, Chile,
Cyprus, Gernany, the Philippines, the Russian Federation, Sweden and Ukrai ne.
Seven of them expressed support for the declaration on the famly.

Anong ot her responses, Cyprus expressed the opinion that the Comm ssion for
Soci al Devel opnent coul d undertake the preparation of a draft declaration, to be
subsequently submitted to nenber States; Gernmany considered the "Quiding
Principles on the Fam |ly", elaborated by the Vienna NGO Conmittee on the Famly,
a useful basis for the United Nations declaration; Chile believed that many
elenents fromthe text of the regional Declaration of Cartagena, adopted by the
preparatory neeting for the International Year of the Fam |y, 1993, could be
used for such a declaration

In our view, the immediate and long-termfollowup to the Internationa
Year of the Fam |y offers a suitable and fertile context for the journey to the
destination, a destination which could be an integral elenment of that foll ow up
itsel f.

A declaration on the famly should clearly support and reiterate the rights
of individuals, in particular the hard-gained rights of wonen. Because the
famly is a conmunity that individuals freely choose to form and the famly
bond, being a social link, can only derive its origin and legitinmacy fromthe
uni on of free and equal partners.
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The perception of the famly as a global unit and as an essential part of
the social fabric should Iead to the conclusion that a specific declaration
enhancing the basic role of the famly, w thout distinction as to ethnic origin,
creed or culture, would fill the void now existing at the international |evel



