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This nmorning | was infornmed by the United Nations Secretariat that one of
t he hostages taken by the armed group of conmander Bakhrom Sodirov in
Taj i ki stan, the Ukrainian national Mjor Val entyn Kurzhos, had been
treacherously killed by his captors.

For the first tine in recent United Nations history one of the parties to
the conflict deliberately and in cold blood executed its captive, a
representative of United Nations personnel who was unlawful |y taken hostage, in
order to attain their goals. M Governnent sees this barbaric nurder as an act
of terrorismthat demands strong and resolute reaction on the part of the
international commnity. The perpetrators of this heinous crinme should not go
unpuni shed.

This tragic event has once again proved the inportance and urgent need to
expedite the entry into force of the Convention on the Safety of the United
Nations and Associ ated Personnel, adopted by the General Assenbly in
Decenber 1994 and now opened for ratification, acceptance, approval or
accessi on.

Upon instructions fromny Governnent, | have the honour to ask you urgently
to convene a neeting of the Security Council, which, we expect, mnmust give an
adequat e response to the perfidious nmurder of the United Nations mlitary
observer and i nhuman acts towards the hostages taken in Tajikistan.

We believe that the Security Council should strongly condemm this nurder
and the acts of violence, including hostage-taking, and harassment of personne
of the United Nations M ssion of Qobservers in Tajikistan (UNMOT) and enphasi ze
the responsibility of all parties in Tajikistan, including the Tajik Governnent,
for the safety and security of UNMOT personnel
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The Security Council should call upon the Secretary-General to submt
proposal s on any measures which could be taken to prevent attacks agai nst UNMOT
and its personnel and allowit to performits mssion effectively.

(Signed) Anatoli M ZLENKO
Anbassador
Per manent Representative



