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Decision I111/12 of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Dversity

Not e by the Secretary-Genera

The Secretary-CGeneral has the honour to transmit to the fourth session of
the Ad Hoc Intergovernnental Panel on Forests the text of decision I11/12
adopted by the third nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention
on Biological Diversity, held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from4 to
15 Novenber 1996

The Conference of the Parties decided to transnmit this decision, as well as
the rel ated recommendation I1/8 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technica
and Technol ogi cal Advice, to the fourth session of the Ad Hoc Intergovernnental
Panel on Forests as a contribution to its deliberations.

Decision I11/12 is attached.
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Decision I111/12 of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Dversity

FUTURE PROGRAMMVE OF WORK FOR TERRESTRI AL Bl OLOG CAL DI VERSI TY

The Conference of the Parties,

Affirm ng that some forests can play a crucial role in conserving
bi ol ogi cal diversity, and recogni zing that some forests are becom ng degraded
and their biological diversity |ost,

Recogni zing that issues related to forests nmust be dealt with in a
conpr ehensive and holistic manner, including environnental, econom c and socia
val ues and i ssues,

Affirm ng also that the Convention has a clear role and mandate in issues
of forest biological diversity,

Noting that the conservation and sustainable use of forests cannot be
i sol ated fromthe conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity in
gener al

Noting also that the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica
diversity must be an integral part of sustainable forest nanagement practices,

Noting further that the inplenmentation of forest conservation and
sust ai nabl e use policies depends, inter alia, on the |evel of public awareness
and policies outside the forest sector

Recogni zing the vital role played by forest ecosystens for many indi genous
and | ocal communities,

Reaffirm ng the statenment on biol ogical diversity and forests contained in
the annex to decision I1/9 transmtted fromthe Convention on Biol ogi ca
Diversity to the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests,

1. Wl cones the conprehensi ve work taking place under the
I nt ergover nnent al Panel on Forests and acknow edges the cooperation between the
I nt ergover nnental Panel on Forests and the Convention on Biological D versity;

2. Endor ses recommendation 11/8 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advice as contained in the annex to this decision

3. Affirnms that the Convention on Biological Diversity will be working in
a conplenmentary way with the I ntergovernnmental Panel on Forests and ot her
forest-related foruns on forests and biol ogical diversity, with a viewto
avoi di ng duplication of effort;

4. Decides to invite its President to transmt this decision on forests
and its annex to the Intergovernnmental Panel on Forests at its fourth neeting;
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5. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore ways and neans to
cooperate with the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests or any successor process
on matters relating to biological diversity and forests including
i nter-sessional work, with a view to devel opi ng conmon priorities for further
consideration. In this process the Executive Secretary should take account of
the research and technical priorities listed in recormendation 11/8 of the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice;

6. Further requests the Executive Secretary to develop a focused work
programme for forest biological diversity. Optional elements for such a work
programe should initially focus on research, cooperation and the devel opment of
t echnol ogi es necessary for the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity. |In addition the progranme shoul d:

(a) Take account of the outcome of the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests
and other forest-related foruns;

(b) Facilitate the application and integration of the objectives of the
Convention on Biological Diversity in the sustainabl e managenent of forests at
the national, regional and global |evels, in accordance with the ecosystem
appr oach;

(c) Conplenent and not duplicate the work of relevant internationa
forums, notably the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests;

(d) Conplenent existing national, regional or international criteria and
i ndi cator frameworks for sustainable forest nanagenent;

(e) Incorporate traditional systenms of forest biological diversity
conservati on;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary in developing this draft work
programe, to work closely with the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests and
rel evant institutions, and also to take full account of the decisions of the
United Nations Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opment, noting in particular the
report on institutional aspects contained in the programe elenment V.1 of the
I nt ergover nnental Panel on Forests mandate resulting fromthe Sw ss/Peruvian
initiative on forests held in support of the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests,
and encourages all Parties actively to assist the Executive Secretary in
carrying out this work;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to report on progress in the draft
programe of work to the next neeting of the Conference of the Parties for its
di scussi on and consi deration

9. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice to contribute advice on this draft progranme of work and
report back to the fourth neeting of the Conference of the Parties, and al so
requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advi ce,
in providing its advice, to bear in mnd for possible future action, inter alia,
the remaining forest research priority itens listed in its recommendation 11/8;
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10. Directs the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca
Advice, in the light of the proposed work programme and taki ng account of the
research and technical priorities already identified in its recomendation 11/8,
to advance its scientific, technical, and technol ogical consideration of forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity by initially focusing on the synthesis and devel opnent of
scientific information in the follow ng research areas:

(a) Methodol ogi es necessary to advance the el aboration and inplenmentation
of criteria and indicators for the conservation of biological diversity as part
of sustainabl e forest nmanagenent;

(b) Scientific analysis of the ways in which human activities, in
particul ar forest managenent practices, influence biological diversity and
assessnent of ways to minimze or mtigate negative influences.
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Annex

I NPUT TO THE | NTERGOVERNVENTAL PANEL ON FORESTS

The Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Dversity
wi shes to transmt to the fourth session of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Forests (IPF), for its consideration, the decision of the third neeting of the
Conference of the Parties on biological diversity and forests, as well as the
rel ated recomendation I1/8 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice (SBSTTA). The decision by the third neeting of the
Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to develop a draft
wor k programme for forest biological diversity and gives gui dance to SBSTTA on
research priorities. These docunents are presented as contributions to the |IPF
del i berations and in the spirit of continuing our positive dial ogue and
cooperati on.

Rel at ed recommendat i ons

(a) Biodiversity considerations should be integrated fully into the |IPF
recomendati ons and proposals for action. |PF should al so consider ways to dea
with identified gaps in forest biodiversity know edge.

(b) In relation to the programre elenent I.1 of IPF on national forest and
| and use plans, strategies for sustainable forest management shoul d be based on
an ecosystem approach, which will integrate conservation neasures (e.g.,
protected areas) and sustainable use of biological diversity. Methodol ogies
need to be devel oped to assist countries in identifying sites of high interest
for biodiversity. These recomendations should take into account nationa
financial circunstances, |laws and regul ati ons.

(c) Inrelation to the programme elenent 111.2 of |IPF dealing with
criteria and indicators, conservation of biological diversity and the
sust ai nabl e use of its conponents, as well as the naintenance of forest quality,
as part of sustainable forest managenent, should be substantively included in
the deliberations of |PF

The foll owing research and technol ogical priorities were also identified:

(a) Building the scientific foundation and net hodol ogi es necessary to
advance the el aboration and inplenmentation of criteria and indicators for forest
quality and biodiversity conservation as part of sustainable forest nmanagenent;

(b) Analysing the role of biodiversity in forest ecosystem functioning;

(c) Analysing neasures for mitigating the underlying causes of
bi odi versity | oss;

(d) Advancing scientific and technical approaches to (i) rehabilitating
degraded and deforested ecosystens and (ii) enriching biodiversity in forest
pl ant ati ons;
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(e) Identifying gaps in know edge in the areas of fragnentation and
popul ation viability, to include mitigation options such as corridors and buffer
zones;

(f) Assessing ecol ogical |andscape nodels, the integration of protected
areas in the ecosystem approach to sustai nabl e forest managenent and the
representati veness and adequacy of protected areas networks;

(g) Analysing scientifically the ways in which human activities, in
particul ar forest managenent practices, influence biodiversity and assessing
ways to minimze or mtigate negative influences; and

(h) Devel opi ng assessnment and eval uati on nethodol ogies for the nmultiple
benefits derived fromforest biodiversity.



