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A

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons: 2000 Revi ew
Conf erence of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nucl ear Wapons and its Preparatory Conmttee

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 2373 (XXI1) of 12 June 1968, the annex to which
contains the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucl ear Wapons,

Noting the provisions of article VIII, paragraph 3, of the Treaty
regardi ng the conveni ng of Revi ew Conferences at five-year intervals,

Recal ling the decision on strengthening the review process for the
Treaty, of the 1995 Revi ew and Extension Conference of Parties to the
Treaty! in which it was agreed that Treaty Revi ew Conferences shoul d continue
to be held every five years and that, accordingly, the next Revi ew Conference
shoul d be held in the year 2000,

Recalling also the decision of the 1995 Revi ew and Extensi on Conference
that the first Preparatory Committee neeting for the 2000 Revi ew Conference
shoul d be held in 1997,

1 1995 Revi ew and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons, Final Document, Part | ( NPT/ CONF. 1995/ 32
(Part 1)), annex, decision 1.
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Recalling further its resolution 50/70 Q of 12 Decenber 1995, in which
it took note of the various decisions of the 1995 Revi ew and Extensi on
Conf er ence,

1. Takes note of the decision of the parties to the Treaty on the
Non- Proliferation of Nucl ear Wapons, follow ng appropriate consultations, to
hold the first neeting of the Preparatory Comrittee in New York from7 to 18
April 1997;

2. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to render the necessary assistance
and to provide such services, including sumrary records, as may be required
for the 2000 Revi ew Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non- Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons and its Preparatory Committee.

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

B

The nucl ear - weapon-free southern hemn sphere
and adj acent areas

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Deternmined to continue to contribute to the prevention of the

proliferation of nuclear weapons in all its aspects and to the process of
general and conpl ete di sarmanent under strict and effective internationa
control, in particular in the field of nuclear weapons and ot her weapons of

mass destruction, with a view to strengthening international peace and
security, in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nati ons,

Stressing the inportance of the treaties of Tlatelolco,? Rarotonga,?
Bangkok* and Pel i ndaba, ® est abl i shing nucl ear-weapon-free zones, as well as
the Antarctic Treaty,*®

Recalling that, at its first special session devoted to di sarmanent, the
Ceneral Assenbly declared, inter alia, that the establishment of nuclear-
weapon-free zones on the basis of agreenments or arrangenents freely arrived at
anong the States of the zone concerned constitutes an inportant disarmanent
nmeasure; that the States participating in such zones shoul d undertake to
comply fully with all the objectives, purposes and principles of the

2 Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Wapons in Latin Anerica and the
Cari bbean.

3 South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty.
4 Treaty on the Sout heast Asia Nucl ear-Wapon-Free Zone.
5 African Nucl ear-\Wapon-Free Zone Treaty.

6 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 402, No. 5778.
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agreements or arrangenments establishing the zones, thus ensuring that they are
genui nely free from nucl ear weapons; and that the nucl ear-weapon States are
cal l ed upon to give undertakings, negotiated with the conpetent authority of
each zone, in particular, to respect strictly the status of the nucl ear-
weapon-free zone and to refrain fromthe use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons agai nst the States of the zone,

Recal ling also that the 1995 Revi ew and Extension Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons’ reaffirnmed
the conviction that the establishment of internationally recognized nucl ear-
weapon-free zones, on the basis of arrangenents freely arrived at anong the
States of the regi on concerned, enhances gl obal and regi onal peace and
security, and encouraged the devel opment of nucl ear-weapon-free zones,
especially in regions of tension, such as in the Mddl e East,

Recal ling further the applicable principles and rules of internationa
law relating to rights of passage through maritinme space,

1. Recogni zes with satisfaction that the Antarctic Treaty® and the
treaties of Tlatelolco,? Rarotonga,® Bangkok* and Pel i ndaba® are gradual ly
freeing the entire sout hern hem sphere and adj acent areas covered by those
treaties from nucl ear weapons;

2. Calls for the ratification of the treaties of Tlatelolco,
Rar ot onga, Bangkok and Pelindaba by all regional States, and calls upon all
concerned States to continue to work together in order to facilitate adherence
to the protocols to nucl ear-weapon-free zone treaties by all relevant States
t hat have not yet done so;

3. Calls upon all States to consider proposals to establish further
nucl ear - weapon-free zones, especially in areas such as the Mddl e East and
South Asia, on the basis of arrangenents freely arrived at anpbng the States of
t he regi on concerned, to strengthen the nucl ear non-proliferation regi ne and,
with particular reference to the responsibilities of the nucl ear-weapon
States, to advance the process of nuclear disarmanent with the ultimte goa
of elimnating all nucl ear weapons;

4. Calls upon the States parties and signatories to the treaties of
Tl at el ol co, Rarotonga, Bangkok and Pelindaba, in order to pronote the conmobn
goal s envisaged in those treaties, to explore and inplenent further ways and
means of cooperation, including the consolidation of the status of the
nucl ear - weapon-free sout hern hem sphere and adj acent areas;

5. Encour ages the conpetent authorities of nucl ear-weapon-free zone
treaties to provide assistance to the States parties and signatories to such
treaties so as to facilitate the acconplishnent of these goals;

7 See 1995 Revi ew and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons, Final Docunent, Part |
( NPT/ CONF. 1995/ 32 (Part 1)).
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6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session an itementitled "The nucl ear-weapon-free sout hern hem sphere and
adj acent areas".

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

C

Convening of the fourth special session of the General Assenbly
devoted to di sar manent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 49/75 |1 of 15 Decenber 1994 and 50/70 F of 12
Decenber 1995,

Recalling also that, there being a consensus to do so in each case
t hree special sessions of the General Assenbly devoted to disarmanment were
held in 1978, 1982 and 1988, respectively,

Bearing in mind the Final Docunent of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assenbly,® the first special session devoted to di sarmanent, and the
obj ective of general and conpl ete di sarmanent under effective internationa
contr ol

Wl comi ng the recent positive changes in the international |andscape,
characterized by the end of the cold war, the relaxation of tensions at the
gl obal level and the energence of a new spirit governing rel ati ons anpbng
nations,

Taki ng note of paragraph 108 of the Final Docunent of the Eleventh
Conf erence of Heads of State or CGovernment of the Non-Aligned Countries, held
at Cartagena de Indias, Colonbia, from18 to 20 Cctober 1995, ° which supported
t he convening of the fourth special session of the General Assenbly devoted to
di sarmanent in 1997, which would offer an opportunity to review, froma
perspective nmore in tune with the current international situation, the nopst
critical aspects of the process of disarmanment and to nobilize the
i nternational community and public opinion in favour of the elimnation of
nucl ear and ot her weapons of mass destruction and of the control and reduction
of conventional weapons,

8 Resolution S-10/2.

% A/ 50/ 752-S/ 1995/ 1035, annex |I1l; see Oficial Records of the Security
Council, Fiftieth Year, Supplenent for Cctober, Novenber and Decenber 1995,
docunent S/ 1995/ 1035.
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Taking note also of the interimreport of the 1996 substantive session
of the Di sarmanment Commi ssion on the itementitled "Exchange of views on the
fourth special session of the General Assenbly devoted to di sarmanent”, *°

Desiring to build upon the constructive exchange of views on the fourth
speci al session of the General Assenbly devoted to di sarmanment during the 1996
substantive session of the Disarmanent Conmi ssion

Reiterating its conviction that a special session of the Genera
Assenbly devoted to di sarmanent can set the future course of action in the
field of disarmanment, arms control and related international security matters,

Enphasi zi ng the inportance of multilateralismin the process of
di sarmanent and arns control, peace and security,

Noting that, with the conmpletion of the Convention on the Prohibition of
t he Devel opnent, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemi cal \Wapons and on
Their Destruction!! and the adopti on of the Conprehensive Nucl ear- Test-Ban
Treaty, * as well as of anended Protocol |1 and new Protocol 1V to the
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventiona
Weapons Wi ch May Be Deened to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have
I ndiscrimnate Effects, the follow ng years woul d be opportune for the
i nternational community to start the process of reviewing the state of affairs
inthe entire field of disarmanent and arnms control in the post-cold-war era,

1. Deci des, subject to the emergence of a consensus on its objectives
and agenda, to convene its fourth special session devoted to di sarmanent in
1999;

2. Notes the view of the Secretary-General that preparations for the
speci al session could begin in 1997;

3. Deci des, subject to the outcone of deliberations concerning the
fourth special session of the General Assenbly devoted to disarmanment at the
1997 substantive session of the D sarmanent Commi ssion, to convene a meeting
of the Preparatory Committee for the Fourth Special Session of the Cenera
Assenbly devoted to Di sarmanent before the end of the fifty-first session of
the Assenbly in order to set an exact date and to deci de on organi zati ona
matters relating to the convening of the special session, and requests the
Preparatory Committee to submit its progress report to the Assenbly at its
fifty-second session;

10 Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Suppl enent

No. 42 (A/51/42), para. 30.

" 1bid., Forty-seventh Session, Supplenment No. 27 (A/47/27), appendix |

12 See resol ution 50/ 245.
12 See CCW CONF. /16 (Part 1).

14 See The United Nations Di sarmanent Yearbook, vol. 5: 1980 (United
Nati ons publication, Sales No. E. 81.1X 4), appendix VII.
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4. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Preparatory
Conmittee with all necessary assistance, including essential background
i nformati on and rel evant docunents as necessary;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Convening of the fourth special session of the
Ceneral Assenbly devoted to di sarmanent™ and, subject to the outcone of
del i berations at the 1997 substantive session of the D sarmanent Conm ssion
to take up the report of the Preparatory Conmittee for the Fourth Speci al
Session of the General Assenbly Devoted to Di sarmament.

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

D

Rel ati onshi p between di sarmanent and devel opnent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recal ling the provisions of the Final Docunent of the Tenth Specia
Sessi on of the General Assenbly® concerning the rel ationship between
di sar manent and devel opnent,

Recalling al so the adoption on 11 Septenber 1987 of the Final Docunent
of the International Conference on the Rel ationship between D sarnmanment and
Devel opnent , *°

Recalling further its resolutions 49/75 J of 15 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 70
G of 12 Decenber 1995,

Bearing in mnd the Final Docunent of the El eventh Conference of Heads
of State or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries, held at Cartagena de
I ndi as, Colonbia, from18 to 20 Cctober 1995, °

Stressing the growi ng i nportance of the symbiotic relationship between
di sarmanent and devel opnent in current international relations,

1. Acknow edges the note by the Secretary-General ** and acti ons taken
in accordance with the Final Docunment of the International Conference on the
Rel ati onshi p between Di sar manent and Devel opnent ; 1°

2. Urges the international community to devote part of the resources
made avail able by the inplementation of disarmanent and arns limtation
agreements to econom c and soci al devel opnent, with a view to reducing the
ever w deni ng gap between devel oped and developing countries;

3. Invites all Menmber States to comunicate to the Secretary-Ceneral
by 15 April 1997, their views and proposals for the inplenentation of the
action programre adopted at the International Conference on the Relationship

15 United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 87.1X 8.

6 A/ 51/ 207.
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bet ween Di sarmanent and Devel opnent, " as well as any other views and
proposals with a view to achieving the goals of the action progranmre, within
the framework of current international relations;

4. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to take action, through
appropriate organs and within avail abl e resources, for the inplenmentation of
the action progranmme adopted at the International Conference;

5. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to submit a report to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Relati onship between di sarmanment and devel opment".

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

E

Observance of environnental norns in the drafting
and inplementation of agreements on di sar manent
and arns contro

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 50/70 M of 12 Decenber 1995,

Enphasi zi ng the i nmportance of the observance of environnental norms in
the preparation and inpl enentati on of disarmament and arns limtation
agr eenent s,

Recogni zing that it is necessary duly to take into account the
agreenments adopted at the United Nations Conference on Environnment and
Devel opnent, as well as prior relevant agreenents, in the drafting and the
i npl enent ati on of agreenents on di sarmanent and arns linitation

M ndful of the detrinmental environnental effects of the use of nucl ear
weapons,

Taki ng note of the preanble to the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban
Treaty, ' opened for signature on 24 Septenber 1996, concerning the
contribution to environnental protection provided by the Treaty,

7 United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 87.1X 8, para. 35.

18 A/ 50/ 1027, annex.
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Considering its resolution 2602 C (XXI'V) of 16 Decenber 1969, in which
it requested the Conference of the Committee on Disarmanent, ! inter alia, to
consi der effective nmethods to control radiol ogical neans of warfare, in the
interest of averting the hazards of using radioactive wastes as a neans of
radi ol ogi cal warfare, and of their inpact on international security and
envi ronnent al preservati on,

Recogni zi ng that prevention of the nuclear arns race on the seabed and
the ocean floor and in the subsoil thereof contributes to keeping the peace
and protecting the environnent,

Convi nced of the general interest of mankind in the progress of the
expl oration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, and the need to
preserve the world's environment in this context,

Desirous that, in the interest of mankind, Antarctica should continue to
be used for exclusively peaceful purposes and that the bal ance of that
i mportant ecosystem shoul d be preserved,

Taki ng note of the environnment-related provisions laid down in the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel opnent, Production, Stockpiling and
Use of Chemi cal Wapons and on Their Destruction, !

Convi nced of the inportance of strengthening the Convention on the
Prohi biti on of the Devel opnent, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriol ogica
(Bi ol ogical) and Toxi n Wapons and on Their Destruction? through the adoption
of appropriate neasures, including possible verification neasures, and the
drafting of proposals to be included, as appropriate, in a legally binding
instrument, on the basis of the findings of the ad hoc working group set up to
that effect, and which, inter alia, should take into account the necessity of
ensuring the preservation of the environnent,

Consci ous that the international transfer of rel evant technol ogi es,
servi ces and know how for peaceful purposes can contribute positively to
abi ding by environnmental norns in the franmework of the di sarmanent and arns
limtation agreenents,

1. Invites the Conference on Disarmanment to take every necessary
measure to include the rel evant environnental norns and provisions in
negotiating treaties and agreenents on di sarmanent and arns limtation, taking
into account the need to preserve the world' s environnment and to ensure the
strict observance of such environnmental norns and provisions during the entire
process of inplenmentation of the provisions of the aforenmentioned treaties and
agreements, particularly during the process of destruction of the arnms covered
by them

9 The Conference of the Committee on Di sarmanment becanme the Committee on
Di sarmanent as fromthe tenth special session of the General Assenbly. The
Committee on Di sarmanent was redesi gnated the Conference on D sarmanent as from
7 February 1984.

20 Resol ution 2826 (XXVI), annex.
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2. Requests the Conference on Disarmanent to take into account, in
the negotiations for a convention on the prohibition of radiol ogi cal weapons,
radi oactive wastes as part of the scope of such a convention, as well as
express provisions relating to environnental protection

3. Expresses grave concern regardi ng any use of nucl ear wastes that
woul d constitute radiol ogi cal warfare and have grave inplications for the
nati onal security of all States and for preserving the environment;

4. Urges States parties to conply strictly with the provisions of the
Treaty on the Prohibition of the Enplacenent of Nucl ear Wapons and O her
Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Seabed and the Ccean Floor and in the
Subsoi |l Thereof,? and calls on States that possess nucl ear weapons and ot her
weapons of nmass destruction that have not yet done so, to become parties to
the Treaty, as a major contribution to international peace and the
ecologically rational use of the environnent;

5. Calls upon all States, especially those that have major space
programes, to contribute actively to the attai nment of the goals of using
out er space for peaceful purposes, preserving the world' s environnent and
preventing the arnms race I n outer space and, for the sake of internationa
peace and security and of promoting international cooperation, to refrain from
acting counter to the spirit of that international |egal instrument;

6. Wl cones the concrete measures taken by several countries to
ensure conpliance with the Antarctic Treaty,® and calls upon all countries to
refrain fromcarrying out any activity counter to the spirit of that
i nternational |egal instrunent;

7. Enphasi zes the inportance of the conpliance by all States parties
to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel opnent, Production,
St ockpiling and Use of Chemical Wapons and on Their Destruction, ! and calls
upon themto cooperate and to preserve the environnent in the process of the

i npl enentati on of the Convention in all its relevant aspects;
8. Urges States parties to consider all the relevant norns related to

the protection of the environment in inplenenting the Convention on the
Prohi bition of the Devel opnent, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriol ogica
(Bi ol ogical) and Toxi n Wapons and on Their Destruction;?®

9. Calls upon States to adopt unilateral, bilateral, regional and
multilateral neasures so as to contribute to ensuring the application of
scientific and technol ogical progress in the framework of internationa
security, disarmanent and other related spheres, w thout detrinent to the
environnent or to its effective contribution to attaining sustainable
devel opnent ;

10. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "CObservance of environnental nornms in the drafting
and i nmpl enentati on of agreenents on di sarmanent and arns control”

79th plenary neeting
10 Decenber 1996

2! Resol ution 2660 (XXV), annex.
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F

Measures to curb the illicit transfer and use of
conventional arns

The CGeneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 46/36 H of 6 Decenber 1991 and its decision
47/ 419 of 9 Decenber 1992 on international arns transfers,

Recalling also its resolutions 48/75 F and H of 16 Decenber 1993, 49/75
M of 15 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 70 J of 12 Decenber 1995 on neasures to curb the
illicit transfer and use of conventional arns,

Recogni zing that the availability of massive quantities of conventiona
weapons and especially their illicit transfer, often associated with
destabilizing activities, are nost disturbing and dangerous phenonena, in
particular for the internal situation of affected States and the viol ation of
human rights,

Bearing in mnd that in certain situations nercenaries, terrorists and
child soldiers are supplied with weapons acquired fromillicit transfers of
conventional arns,

Convi nced that peace and security are inextricably interlinked with and
in sone cases inperative for econom c devel opnent and reconstruction,
including in war-stricken countries,

Realizing the urgent need to resolve conflicts and to dimnish tension
and to accelerate efforts towards general and conpl ete disarmanent with a view
to maintaining regional and international peace and security,

Recogni zing the curbing of the illicit transfer of arms as an inportant
contribution to the relaxation of tension and peaceful reconciliation
processes,

Stressing the need for effective national control neasures on the
transfer of conventional weapons,

Convinced that effective nmeasures to curb the illicit transfer and use
of conventional arms will hel p enhance regi onal and international peace,
security and econom c devel opnent,

1. Wl cones the adoption by the D sarmanent Conmi ssion of the report
on international arms transfers, with particular reference to General Assenbly
resolution 46/36 H as well as a text entitled "CGuidelines for internationa
arnms transfers in the context of General Assenbly resolution 46/36 H of 6
Decenber 1991"; 22

22 Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Suppl enent

No. 42 (A/51/42), para. 29 and annex |
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2. Invites Menber States:

(a) To enact adequate national |egislation and/or regul ations and
adopt admi nistrative procedures in order to exercise effective control over
armanents and the export and inport of arns, inter alia, with the ai m of
preventing trafficking in illicit arnms and bringing offenders to justice;

(b) To provide the Secretary-General, by 15 April 1997, with rel evant
information on national control nmeasures on arns transfers with a viewto
preventing illicit arns transfers;

3. Also invites Menber States to provide the Secretary-CGeneral, by 15
April 1997, with their views on:

(a) Ef fecti ve ways and means of coll ecting weapons transferred
tIy, in particular in the |ight of experience gained by the United

(b Concrete proposals concerning neasures at national, regional and
international levels to curb the illicit transfer and use of conventiona
ar s;

4. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral

(a) To submt to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session a
report containing the views expressed by Menber States;

(b) To report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session on
the effective inplenentation of the present resolution

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Measures to curb the illicit transfer and use of
conventional arns".

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

G

Nucl ear disarnament with a viewto the ultinmate
elinmnation of nuclear weapons

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 50/70 C of 12 Decenber 1995,

Recogni zing that the end of the cold war has increased the possibility
of freeing the world fromthe fear of nucl ear war,

Appreciating the entry into force of the Treaty on the Reduction and
Limtation of Strategic Offensive Arns, 22 to which Bel arus, Kazakstan, the

22 The United Nations Di sarmanment Yearbook, vol. 16: 1991 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E. 92.1X 1), appendix II
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Russi an Federation, Ukraine and the United States of Anerica are party, and

| ooking forward to the early entry into force of the Treaty on Further
Reduction and Limtation of Strategic Ofensive Arns, 2 which was ratified by
the United States of Anerica

Wl comi ng the reductions in the nuclear arsenals of other nucl ear-weapon
St at es,

Wl coming al so the decision of the 1995 Revi ew and Extension Conference
of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons to
extend the Treaty indefinitely,? taken without a vote, as well as the
deci sions on strengthening the review process for the Treaty! and on the
princi ples and objectives for nuclear non-proliferation and di sarmanent, 2°

Noting the reference in the decision on the principles and objectives
for nuclear non-proliferation and di sarmanent to the inportance of the
foll owi ng measures for the full realization and effective inplenmentation of
article VI of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucl ear Wapons, %
i ncluding the programe of action as reflected bel ow

(a) The conpl etion by the Conference on D sarmanent of the
negotiations on a universal and internationally and effectively verifiable
conpr ehensi ve nucl ear-test-ban treaty no | ater than 1996, and utnost restraint
that shoul d be exercised by the nucl ear-weapon States pending the entry into
force of that treaty;

(b) The i medi at e commencenent and early concl usi on of negotiations on
a non-discrimnatory and universally applicable convention banning the
production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nucl ear expl osive
devices in accordance with the statenent of the Special Coordinator of the
Conference on Di sarmanent and the mandate contai ned therein

(c) The determ ned pursuit by the nucl ear-weapon States of systematic
and progressive efforts to reduce nucl ear weapons globally, with the ultinmate
goal of elimnating those weapons, and by all States of general and conplete
di sarmanent under strict and effective international control

Wl com ng the adoption of the Conprehensive Nucl ear-Test-Ban Treaty at
the fiftieth session of the General Assenbly'? and its opening for signature
at the beginning of the current session,

24 1bid., vol. 18: 1993 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 94.1X 1),
appendi x |1

25 1995 Revi ew and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons, Final Document, Part | ( NPT/ CONF. 1995/ 32
(Part 1)), annex, decision 3.

%6 | bid., decision 2.

27 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 729, No. 10485
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Recal ling that nuclear non-proliferation and the pronotion of nucl ear
di sarmanent are key elenents in the maintenance of international peace and
security, which is one of the nost inportant purposes of the United Nations,

1. Urges States not parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nucl ear Weapons?’ to accede to it at the earliest possible date, recognizing
the i nportance of universal adherence to the Treaty;

2. Calls for the determned pursuit by the nucl ear-weapon States of
systematic and progressive efforts to reduce nucl ear weapons globally, wth
the ultimte goal of elimnating those weapons, and by all States of genera
and conpl ete di sarmanent under strict and effective international control, and
invites themto keep States Menbers of the United Nations duly inforned of the
progress and efforts made;

3. Calls upon all States parties to the Treaty on the
Non- Proliferation of Nucl ear Weapons to make their best efforts for a snmooth
start of the strengthened review process of the Treaty as they convene their
first Preparatory Committee, in 1997, with a view to the success of the next
Revi ew Conf erence which should be held in the year 2000;

4. Calls upon all States to inplenment fully their conmmtments in the
field of disarmanment and non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

79th plenary neeting
10 Decenber 1996

H

Transparency in armanents

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 46/36 L of 9 Decenber 1991, 47/52 L of 15
Decenber 1992, 48/75 E of 16 Decenber 1993, 49/ 75 C of 15 Decenber 1994 and
50/ 70 D of 12 Decenber 1995

Continuing to take the view that an enhanced | evel of transparency in
armanents contributes greatly to confidence-building and security anong States
and that the establishnment of the United Nations Register of Conventiona
Arns?® constitutes an inportant step forward in the pronoti on of transparency
inmlitary matters

Wl comi ng the consolidated report of the Secretary-General on the
Regi ster,?® which includes the returns of Menber States for 1995,

Wl coming also the response of Menber States to the request contained in
par agraphs 9 and 10 of resolution 46/36 L to provide data on their inports and
exports of arms, as well as avail able background information regarding their

28 See resolution 46/36 L.

29 A/51/300 and Add.1 and 2
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mlitary hol dings, procurenent through national production and rel evant
pol i ci es,

Wl coming further the report of the Disarmanment Conmmission at its 1996
session on the subject of international arns transfers, ® which was adopted by
consensus,

Stressing that the continuing operation of the Register and its further
devel opnent should be reviewed in order to secure a Register that is capable
of attracting the wi dest possible participation

1. Reaffirns its deternm nation to ensure the effective operation of
the United Nations Register of Conventional Arns? as provided for in
paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 10 of resolution 46/36 L;

2. Calls upon Menber States to provide the requested data and
information for the Register, on the basis of resolutions 46/36 L and 47/52 L
and the annex and appendices to the 1994 report of the Secretary-General on
the continuing operation of the Register and its further devel opnent, 3 to the
Secretary-General by 30 April annually;

3. Reaffirns its decision, with a viewto the further devel opnent of
the Register, to keep the scope of and participation in the Regi ster under
review, and, to that end:

(a) Recalls its request to Menber States to provide the Secretary-
Ceneral with their views on the continuing operation of the Register and its
further devel opment and on transparency neasures related to weapons of mass
destructi on;

(b) Recalls its request to the Secretary-General, with the assistance
of a group of governnental experts to be convened in 1997, on the basis of
equi t abl e geographi cal representation, to prepare a report on the continuing
operation of the Register and its further devel opnent, taking into account the
report of the D sarmanent Commission at its 1996 session on the subject of
international arns transfers,?* the work of the Conference on Disarnmanent, the
vi ews expressed by Menber States and the 1994 report of the Secretary-Cenera
on the continuing operation of the Register and its further devel opnent, 3
with a viewto a decision at its fifty-second session;

4. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure that sufficient resources
are nade avail able for the Secretariat to operate and naintain the Register

5. Invites the Conference on Disarmanment to consider continuing its
wor k undertaken in the field of transparency in arnmanents;

6. Reiterates it call upon all Menber States to cooperate at the
regi onal and subregional levels, taking fully into account the specific
conditions prevailing in the region or subregion, with a view to enhanci ng and

30 Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Suppl enent

No. 42 (A/51/42), annex I.

31 A 49/ 316.
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coordinating international efforts ainmed at increased openness and
transparency in arnmanments;

7. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the General Assenbly

at its fifty-second session on the progress nmade in inplenenting the present
resol uti on;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Transparency in arnmanents”.

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

Bilateral nuclear arns negotiations and nucl ear di sar manent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its previous rel evant resol utions,

Recogni zi ng the fundanental changes that have taken place with respect
to international security, which have pernmtted agreenments on deep reductions
in the nuclear armaments of the States possessing the |argest inventories of
such weapons,

Stressing that it is the responsibility and the obligation of all States
to contribute to the process of the relaxation of international tension and to
the strengthening of international peace and security through di sarmanment, in
particul ar, nucl ear disarmament, which remains the highest priority of our
tinmes,

Stressing also that, as stipulated in many agreenents and recently
reiterated by the unani nous decision by the International Court of
Justice,® there exists the obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a
concl usi on negotiations |leading to nuclear disarmanment in all its aspects
under strict and effective international control

Wl com ng the nunber of positive devel opnents that have created
opportunities for nuclear disarmanent, in particular, the conpletion of the
i npl enentati on of the 1987 Treaty between the United States of America and the
Uni on of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimnation of Their |ntermediate-
Range and Shorter-Range M ssiles, * renmoving such weapons from depl oyed
status, the conclusion of bilateral agreements on de-targeting strategic
m ssiles, the cooperative efforts to ensure the safety, security and
environnental |y sound destruction of nuclear weapons as well as the efforts to

32 Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Wapons, Advisory Opinion
(A/ 51/ 218, annex); see also Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-
first Session, Supplenent No. 4 (A/51/4), paras. 176-183.

3% The United Nations Di sarmanment Yearbook, vol. 12: 1987 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E. 88.1X 2), appendix VII
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deactivate all nuclear delivery systens or other steps to renove them from
alert status,

Noting that there are still significant nucl ear arsenals and that the
primary responsibility for nuclear disarmanent, with the objective of the
el i mnation of nuclear weapons, rests with all nucl ear-weapon States, in
particul ar, those possessing the |argest stockpiles,

Recal ling the expressed conmitnent by the nucl ear-weapon States to
pursue systematic and progressive efforts to reduce nucl ear weapons gl obally,
with the ultimte goal of the elimnation of those weapons, which should be
carried out within a tine-bound franmework,

Recal ling al so the agreenent between the Russian Federation and the
United States of Anerica to intensify their dial ogue to conpare conceptua
approaches and to devel op concrete steps to adapt the nuclear forces and
practices on both sides to the changed international security situation,
including the possibility, after ratification of the Treaty on the Further
Reduction and Limtation of Strategic Offensive Arns, ? of further reductions
of and Iimtations on renaining nucl ear forces,

Taking note of the joint statenent of 10 May 1995 by the Russian
Federation and the United States of America on the Treaty on the Limtation of
Anti-Ballistic Mssile Systens,

Wl com ng the reductions made by other nucl ear-weapon States in sone of
t hei r nucl ear - weapons programres, and encouraging all nucl ear-weapon States to
consi der appropriate measures relating to nucl ear di sarmanent,

Affirm ng that bilateral and nultil ateral negotiations on nucl ear
di sarmanent should facilitate and conpl enent each ot her

1. Wl cones the entry into force and inplenentation of the Treaty on
the Reduction and Limtation of Strategic Offensive Arns, 2 signed in Mscow
on 31 July 1991 by the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the
United States of Anerica, including the Protocol to that Treaty, signed at
Li sbon on 23 May 1992 by the parties thereto, and the exchange of docunents of
ratification between the United States of Anerica, Belarus, Kazakstan, the
Russi an Federati on and Ukraine on 5 Decenber 1994 at Budapest, as well as the
ratification by the United States of America of the 1993 Treaty on Further
Reduction and Limtation of Strategic Ofensive Arns,? and urges the parties
concerned to make further efforts to bring that Treaty into force at the
earliest possible date;

2. Encourages the United States of America and the Russian Federation
to continue their efforts aimed at elimnating nuclear weapons and strategic
of fensive arns on the basis of existing agreenents, and wel cones the
contributions that other States are naking to such cooperation as well;

3. Wl cones the renmoval of all nucl ear weapons fromthe territory of
Kazakstan, as from June 1995, and fromthe territory of Ukraine, as from June
1996;

4. Encourages and supports the Russian Federation and the United
States of America in intensifying their work for deep reductions in their
nucl ear armanents, and calls upon those States to accord the highest priority
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to this work, in order to contribute to the elimnation of nuclear weapons
within a tinme-bound franmework

5. Invites the Russian Federation and the United States of Anerica to
keep the States Menbers of the United Nations and the Conference on
Di sarmanent duly informed of progress in their discussions and in the
i npl enentation of their strategic offensive arns agreenents and unil atera
deci si ons;

6. Calls upon the Conference on Di sarmament to take such information
into account in the negotiations to be held on nucl ear disarmanment |eading to
the elimnation of nuclear weapons within a tine-bound framework.

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

J

Prohibition of the dunping of radioactive wastes

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Bearing in mind resolutions CM Res. 1153 (XLVIII) of 1988 and
CM Res. 1225 (L) of 1989, * adopted by the Council of Mnisters of the
Organi zation of African Unity, concerning the dunping of nuclear and
i ndustrial wastes in Africa,

Wl com ng resol uti on GC( XXXl V)/RES/ 530 establishing a Code of Practice
on the International Transboundary Movenent of Radi oactive Waste, adopted on
21 Septenmber 1990 by the General Conference of the International Atom c Energy
Agency at its thirty-fourth regul ar session, %

Wl coming al so resolution GC(XXXVI11)/RES/ 6, adopted on 23 Septenber
1994 by the Ceneral Conference of the International Atonm c Energy Agency at
its thirty-eighth regular session,® inviting the Board of Governors and the
Director Ceneral of the Agency to comence preparations for a convention on
the safety of radioactive waste managenent, and noting the progress that has
been made in that regard,

34 See A/ 43/398, annex |
% See A/ 44/603, annex |
% See International Atom c Energy Agency, Resolutions and O her Decisions

of the General Conference, Thirty-fourth Regular Session, 17-21 Septenber 1990
(GC( XXXI'V) / RESCLUTI ONS (1990)) .

8 Ibid., Thirty-eighth Regul ar Session, 19-23 Septenber 1994
(GO(XXXVI | 1)/ RES/ DEC (1994)).
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Taki ng note of the comm tnent by the participants at the Sunmt on
Nucl ear Safety and Security, held in Mdscow on 19 and 20 April 1996, to ban
the dunping at sea of radioactive wastes, 38

Considering its resolution 2602 C (XXI'V) of 16 Decenmber 1969, in which
it requested the Conference of the Committee on Disarmanent, ! inter alia, to
consi der effective methods of control against the use of radiol ogical nethods
of warfare,

Recal ling resolution CM Res. 1356 (LIV) of 1991, adopted by the Counci
of Mnisters of the Organization of African Unity,3 on the Bamako Convention
on the Ban on the Inport of Hazardous Wastes into Africa and on the Control of
Thei r Transboundary Movenents within Africa,

Aware of the potential hazards underlying any use of radioactive wastes
that woul d constitute radiological warfare and its inplications for regiona
and international security, in particular for the security of devel opi ng
countri es,

Recalling all its resolutions on the matter since its forty-third
session in 1988, including its resolution 50/70 E of 12 Decenber 1995,

Desirous of pronoting the inplenentation of paragraph 76 of the Fina
Docunent of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assenbly,?® the first
speci al session devoted to disarmanent,

1. Takes note of the part of the report of the Conference on
Di sarmanent relating to a future convention on the prohibition of radiol ogical
weapons; 4°

2. Expresses grave concern regardi ng any use of nucl ear wastes that
woul d constitute radiol ogi cal warfare and have grave inplications for the
nati onal security of all States;

3. Calls upon all States to take appropriate measures with a viewto
preventi ng any dunpi ng of nuclear or radioactive wastes that would infringe
upon the sovereignty of States;

4. Requests the Conference on Di sarmanent to take into account, in
the negotiations for a convention on the prohibition of radiol ogi cal weapons,
radi oactive wastes as part of the scope of such a convention

5. Al so requests the Conference on Disarmanent to intensify efforts
towards an early conclusion of such a convention and to include in its report
to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session the progress recorded in
t he negotiations on this subject;

% A/51/131, annex |, para. 20.
% See A/ 46/390, annex |

0 See Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session
Suppl ement No. 27 (A/51/27), sect. 11I1.F.
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6. Takes note of resolution CM Res. 1356 (LIV) of 1991, adopted by the
Council of Mnisters of the O ganization of African Unity, on the Banako
Convention on the Ban on the Inport of Hazardous Wastes into Africa and on the
Control of Their Transboundary Movenents within Africa;

7. Expresses the hope that the effective inplenentation of the
International Atom c Energy Agency Code of Practice on the Internationa
Transboundary Movenent of Radi oactive Waste will enhance the protection of all
States fromthe dunping of radioactive wastes on their territories;

8. Wl cones the current efforts of the International Atonm c Energy
Agency in the preparation of a draft convention on the safe managenent of
radi oactive wastes and the appropriate recommendati ons nade by the
participants at the Summt on Nucl ear Safety and Security, held in Mdscow on
19 and 20 April 1996, in particular their call on all States generating
nucl ear wastes with nuclear installations to participate actively in the
preparation of this convention under the auspices of the International Atonic
Energy Agency and to encourage its effective finalization and pronpt adoption

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Prohibition of the dunping of radi oactive wastes"

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

K

Reqgi onal di sar marent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 45/58 P of 4 Decenber 1990, 46/36 | of 6
Decenber 1991, 47/52 J of 9 Decenber 1992, 48/ 75 | of 16 Decenber 1993, 49/75
N of 15 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 70 K of 12 Decenber 1995 on regi onal disarnmanent,

Believing that the efforts of the international community to nove
towards the ideal of general and conplete disarmanent are gui ded by the
i nherent human desire for genuine peace and security, the elinmnation of the
danger of war and the rel ease of economic, intellectual and other resources
for peaceful pursuits,

Affirm ng the abiding conmtnment of all States to the purposes and
principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations in the conduct of
their international relations,

Noti ng that essential guidelines for progress towards general and
conpl ete di sarmanment were adopted at the tenth special session of the Genera
Assenbl y, 8

Taki ng note of the guidelines and reconmendati ons for regional
approaches to disarmanment within the context of gl obal security adopted by the
Di sar manent Conmi ssion at its 1993 substantive session, *

“t | bid., Forty-eighth Session, Supplenment No. 42 (A/ 48/42), annex ||
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Wl com ng the prospects of genuine progress in the field of disarmanent
engendered in recent years as a result of negotiations between the two
super - Power s,

Taki ng note of the recent proposals for disarmanent and nucl ear
non-proliferation at the regional and subregional |evels,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of confidence-buil ding neasures for regiona
and international peace and security,

Convi nced that endeavours by countries to pronote regional disarmanent,
taking into account the specific characteristics of each region and in
accordance with the principle of undimnished security at the | owest |evel of
armanents, woul d enhance the security of smaller States and woul d thus
contribute to international peace and security by reducing the risk of
regi onal conflicts,

1. Stresses that sustained efforts are needed, within the franework
of the Conference on D sarmanment and under the unbrella of the United Nations,
to make progress on the entire range of disarmanment issues;

2. Affirms that gl obal and regional approaches to disarmanent
conpl erent each other and shoul d therefore be pursued simultaneously to
pronmote regi onal and international peace and security;

3. Calls upon States to conclude agreenents, wherever possible, for
nucl ear non-proliferation, disarmanent and confidence-buil di ng neasures at the
regi onal and subregi onal |evels;

4. Wl cones the initiatives towards di sarmanent, nucl ear
non-proliferation and security undertaken by sone countries at the regi ona
and subregi onal |evels;

5. Supports and encourages efforts ained at promoting confidence-
bui | di ng measures at the regional and subregional levels in order to ease
regi onal tensions and to further disarmanment and nucl ear non-proliferation
nmeasures at the regional and subregional |evels;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Regional disarmanent"”

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

L

Assistance to States for curbing the illicit
traffic in small arns and collecting them

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 46/36 H of 6 Decenber 1991, 47/52 G and J of 9
Decenber 1992, 48/ 75 H and J of 16 Decenber 1993, 49/75 G of 15 Decenber 1994
and 50/ 70 H of 12 Decenber 1995,
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Considering that the illicit circulation of massive quantities of snal
arnms throughout the world inpedes devel opnent and is a source of increased
i nsecurity,

Considering also that the illicit international transfer of small arns
and their accurmulation in many countries constitute a threat to the
popul ati ons and to national and regional security and are a factor
contributing to the destabilization of States,

Basing itself on the statenent of the Secretary-Ceneral relating to the
request of Mali concerning United Nations assistance for the collection of
smal | arms,

G avely concerned at the extent of the insecurity and banditry linked to
the illicit circulation of small arns in Mali and the other affected States of
t he Sahar o- Sahel i an subr egi on,

Taking note of the first conclusions of the United Nations advisory
m ssions sent to the affected countries of the subregion by the Secretary-
Ceneral to study the best way of curbing the illicit circulation of small arns
and ensuring their collection

Taking note also of the interest shown by other States of the subregion
in receiving a United Nations advisory m ssion

Noting the actions taken and those reconmrended at the neetings of the
States of the subregion held at Banjul, Al giers and Bamako to establish cl ose
regi onal cooperation with a view to strengthening security,

1. Wel cones the initiative taken by Mali concerning the question of
the illicit circulation of small arns and their collection in the affected
States of the Saharo-Sahelian subregion

2. Al so wel comes the action taken by the Secretary-General in
i npl enentation of this initiative in the context of General Assenbly
resol ution 40/151 H of 16 Decenber 1985;

3. Thanks the Governnents concerned in the subregion for the
substantial support that they have given to the United Nations advisory
m ssions, and wel cones the decl ared readi ness of other States to receive the
United Nations Advisory M ssion

4. Encour ages the Secretary-Ceneral to continue his efforts, in the
context of the inplenentation of resolution 49/75 G and of the recomendati ons
of the United Nations advisory nmissions, to curb the illicit circul ati on of

small arms and to collect such arnms in the affected States that so request,
with the support of the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and

Di sarmanent in Africa and in close cooperation with the O ganization of
African Unity;

5. Notes that, as part of its efforts to halt the flow of small arns
into Mali and the Saharo- Sahelian subregi on, the Mlian Government oversaw the
destruction, at the "Flanme of Peace" cerenony held at Tinmbuktu on 27 March
1996, of thousands of snmall arnms handed over by ex-conbatants of the arned
novenents of northern Mali;
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6. Encourages the setting up in the countries of the Saharo-Sahelian
subregi on of national conm ssions against the proliferation of small arnms;

7. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to exam ne the issue
and to report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

M

Advi sory opinion of the International Court of
Justice on the legality of the threat or use
of nucl ear weapons

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 49/75 K of 15 Decenber 1994, in which it
requested the International Court of Justice to render an advi sory opinion on
whet her the threat or use of nuclear weapons is permtted in any circunstance
under international |aw,

M ndful of the solemn obligations of States parties, undertaken in
article VI of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons, %
particularly to pursue negotiations in good faith on effective neasures
relating to cessation of the nuclear arns race at an early date and to nucl ear
di sar manent,

Recalling its resolution 50/70 P of 12 Decenber 1995, in which it called
upon the Conference on Disarmanent to establish an ad hoc comrittee on nucl ear
di sarmanent to conmence negotiations on a phased programre of nucl ear
di sarmanent and for the eventual elimnation of nuclear weapons within a time-
bound framewor k,

Recal ling also the principles and objectives for nuclear
non-proliferation and di sarmanent adopted at the 1995 Revi ew and Extension
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucl ear
Weapons, 26 and in particular the objective of determ ned pursuit by the
nucl ear - weapon States of systematic and progressive efforts to reduce nucl ear
weapons globally, with the ultimte goal of elimnating those weapons,

Recogni zi ng that the only defence against a nucl ear catastrophe is the
total elimnation of nuclear weapons and the certainty that they will never be
produced agai n,

Desiring to achieve the objective of a |legally binding prohibition of
t he devel opnent, production, testing, deployment, stockpiling, threat or use
of nucl ear weapons and their destruction under effective internationa
contr ol

Reaffirm ng the conmtnment of the international community to the goal of
the total elimnation of nuclear weapons, and wel com ng every effort towards
this end,
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Reaffirm ng also the central role of the Conference on D sarnmanent as
the single nultilateral disarmament negotiating forum

Noti ng the adoption of the Conprehensive Nucl ear-Test-Ban Treaty by the
Ceneral Assenbly in its resolution 50/245 of 10 Septenber 1996,

Regretting the absence of nultilaterally negotiated and | egally binding
security assurances against the threat or use of nucl ear weapons agai nst
non- nucl ear - weapon St at es,

Convi nced that the continuing exi stence of nucl ear weapons poses a
threat to all humanity and that their use woul d have catastrophi c consequences
for all life on Earth,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the International Court of Justice
for responding to the request nade by the General Assenbly at its forty-ninth

sessi on;

2. Takes note of the advisory opinion of the International Court of
Justice on the Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Wapons, issued on 8
July 1996;

3. Underlines the unani nous conclusion of the Court that there exists
an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a concl usi on negoti ations
| eadi ng to nucl ear disarmanent in all its aspects under strict and effective

i nternational control;

4. Calls upon all States to fulfil that obligation inmediately by
commencing rmultilateral negotiations in 1997 |leading to an early concl usi on of
a nucl ear - weapons convention prohibiting the devel opnent, production, testing,
depl oynment, stockpiling, transfer, threat or use of nucl ear weapons and
providing for their elimnation;

5. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the necessary assistance
to support the inplementation of the present resolution

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session an itementitled "Followup to the Advisory Opinion of the
International Court of Justice on the Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear

Weapons".

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

N

Consol idation of peace through practical disarnmanent nmeasures

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng the purpose of the United Nations to maintain peace and
security and, in this context, reaffirmng in particular the role of the

42 A/ 51/ 218, annex.
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United Nations in the field of disarmanent, as well as the commtnment of
Menber States to take concrete steps in order to strengthen that role,

Convi nced that a conprehensive and integrated approach towards certain
practical disarmanment nmeasures, such as, inter alia, armnms control,
particularly with regard to small arns and |ight weapons, confidence-building
nmeasures, denobilization and reintegration of forner conbatants, dem ning and
conversion, often is a prerequisite to maintaining and consolidating peace and
security and thus provides a basis for effective rehabilitation and social and
econom ¢ devel opnent,

Noting in this context the reports of the Secretary-Ceneral entitled "An
Agenda for Peace"* and "Suppl enment to an Agenda for Peace" in which the
Secretary-CGeneral, inter alia, stressed the urgent need for "practica
di sarmanent in the context of the conflicts the United Nations is actually
dealing with and of the weapons, nost of themlight weapons, that are actually
killing people in the hundreds of thousands",* and in which, with regard to
practical disarmanment measures, the Secretary-Ceneral stated that "the
assenbly, control and disposal of weapons has been a central feature of nost
of the conprehensive peace settlenents in which the United Nations has played
a peacekeeping role",*

Recalling its resolutions 49/75 Mof 15 Decenber 1994 and 50/70 B and
50/ 70 J of 12 Decenber 1995 concerning small arnms and |ight weapons, as well
as the control and the illicit transfer of such weapons, and, in this context,
encouragi ng the work of the United Nations expert panel on small arnms,

Wl com ng the adoption by the D sarmanent Conm ssion of the "Cuidelines
for international arnms transfers in the context of General Assenbly resol ution
46/ 36 H of 6 Decenmber 1991", %

Recalling its resolutions 49/75 G of 15 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 70 H of 12
Decenmber 1995, in which it welcomed the initiative taken by Mali concerning
the question of illicit circulation of small arnms and their collection in the
af fected States of the Saharo-Sahelian subregion, as well as the action taken
by the Secretary-CGeneral in the inplementation of that initiative,

Wl coming, in this context, the neasures taken and other ongoing efforts
by the Central African States to pronote, within the framework of the United
Nat i ons Standi ng Advisory Conmittee on Security Questions in Central Africa,
confi dence-building and conflict prevention in their subregion

Recalling its resolution 50/70 D of 12 Decenber 1995 on transparency in
armanents, and continuing to take the view that an enhanced | evel of

48 N 47/ 277-S/24111; see Oficial Records of the Security Council, Forty-
seventh Year, Supplenent for April, May and June 1992, docunent S/24111

44 A/ 50/ 60- S/ 1995/1, para. 60; see Oficial Records of the Security Council,

Fiftieth Year, Supplenent for January, February and March 1995, docunent
S/ 1995/ 1.

4 1bid., para. 62.
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transparency could contribute to confidence-building and security anong
St at es,

Recalling also its resolutions 50/ 70 O and 50/74 of 12 Decenber 1995 and
50/ 82 of 14 Decenber 1995 addressing the gl obal |andm ne probl em

Wl com ng the adoption on 3 May 1996 of an amended Protocol |1 by the
Revi ew Conference of the States Parties to the Convention on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Wapons Wi ch May Be Deened to
Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscrimnate Effects® as a further
step, and al so wel com ng respective national neasures adopted by a grow ng
nunmber of States,

1. Stresses the particular inportance of certain practica
di sar manent neasures, such as the collection, control and di sposal of arnms,
especially small arnms and |ight weapons, coupled with restraint over the
producti on and procurenent as well as transfers of such arns, the
denobi |l i zation and reintegration of former conbatants, dem ning and
conversion, for the maintenance and consolidati on of peace and security in
areas that have suffered fromconflict;

2. Underlines the inportant role of the United Nations in providing a
political framework for such practical disarmanment neasures in those areas and
in facilitating their inplementation

3. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral, in the |ight of experience gai ned
fromconflict resolution, to nmake reconmendati ons and suggestions for an
i ntegrated approach to such practical disarmanent neasures, taking also into
account the work of the United Nations expert panel on small arms, and to
report thereon to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session

4. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in this connection, to seek
the views of Member States on this subject and to include themin his report;

5. Calls upon Menmber States, as well as regional arrangenents or
agencies, to assist the Secretary-General in his endeavours in this regard and
to contribute actively to the inplenentation of such practical disarmanent
neasur es;

6. Encourages United Nations organs and agencies to join in this task
within the framework of their responsibilities, in particular the United
Nations Institute for D sarmanment Research on the basis of its D sarnmanment and
Conflict Resolution Project;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session an itementitled "Consolidation of peace through practical disarmanent
nmeasur es".

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996
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O

Nucl ear di sar mamrent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 49/75 E of 15 Decenber 1994 on a step-by-step
reduction of the nuclear threat, and its resolution 50/70 P of 12 Decenber
1995 on nucl ear di sarmanent,

Reaffirm ng the conmtnment of the international community to the goal of
the total elimnation of nuclear weapons and the creation of a nucl ear-weapon-
free world,

Determ ned to achi eve the objective of prohibiting the devel oprent,
production, stockpiling and use of nucl ear weapons and their destruction, and
to concl ude such an international convention or conventions at an early date,

Bearing in mnd paragraph 50 of the Final Docunent of the Tenth Specia
Sessi on of the General Assenbly,® the first special session devoted to
di sarmanent, calling for the urgent negotiation of agreenments for the
cessation of the qualitative inprovenent and devel opnent of nucl ear-weapon
systens, and for a conprehensive and phased programme with agreed time-franes,
wher ever feasible, for progressive and bal anced reducti on of nucl ear weapons
and their means of delivery, leading to their ultimte and conplete
elimnation at the earliest possible tine,

Taki ng note of the adoption of the Conprehensive Nucl ear-Test-Ban Treaty
by the General Assembly in its resolution 50/245 on 10 Septenber 1996,

Recogni zi ng that the Conprehensive Nucl ear-Test-Ban Treaty and any
proposed treaty on fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nucl ear
expl osi ve devi ces must constitute di sarmanent neasures, and not only non-
proliferation nmeasures, and that these neasures, together with an
i nternational |egal instrunent on adequate security assurances for non-
nucl ear - weapon States and an international convention prohibiting the use of
nucl ear weapons, must be integral steps leading to the total elimnation of
nucl ear weapons within a time-bound franework,

Recogni zing al so that the end of the cold war has brought about
favourabl e conditions for creating a world free of nucl ear weapons,

Wl coming the entry into force of the Treaty on the Reduction and
Limtation of Strategic O fensive Arns, 22 to which Bel arus, Kazakstan, the
Russi an Federation, Ukraine and the United States of Anerica are States
parties,

Wl coming also the conclusion of the Treaty on Further Reduction and
Limtation of Strategic O fensive Arns? by the Russian Federation and the
United States of Anerica and the ratification of that Treaty by the United
States of America, and |ooking forward to the full inplenmentation of the START
122 and START |12* Treaties by the States parties, and to further concrete
steps for nucl ear disarmanent by all nucl ear-weapon St ates,
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Noting with appreciation the unilateral neasures by the nucl ear-weapon
States for nuclear arnms limtation, and encouraging themto undertake further
such neasures,

Recogni zi ng the conplenmentarity of bilateral and nmultilatera
negoti ati ons on nucl ear di sarmanent, and that bilateral negotiations can never
replace nmultilateral negotiations in this respect,

Noti ng the support expressed in the Conference on D sarmanent and in the
Ceneral Assenbly for the elaboration of an international convention to assure
non- nucl ear - weapon States agai nst the use or threat of use of nucl ear weapons,
and the multilateral efforts in the Conference on Di sarnmanent to reach
agreenment on such an international convention at an early date,

Taki ng note of the advisory opinion of the International Court of
Justice dated 8 July 1996 on the Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear
Weapons, 2 and wel com ng the unani nous reaffirmation by all Judges of the
Court that there exists an obligation for all States to pursue in good faith
and bring to a conclusion negotiations |eading to nuclear disarmanent in al
its aspects under strict and effective international control

Taki ng note al so of paragraph 84 and other rel evant recommendations in
the Final Docunent of the El eventh Conference of Heads of State or Governnent
of the Non-Aligned Countries, held at Cartagena de Indias, Colonbia, from18
to 20 Cctober 1995,° calling upon the Conference on Disarmanent to establish,
on a priority basis, an ad hoc conmttee to conmence negotiations early in
1996 on a phased progranme of nucl ear di sarmanment and for the eventua
elimnation of nuclear weapons within a tinme-bound franmework, and paragraph 26
of the Communi qué of the Meeting of Mnisters for Foreign Affairs and Heads of
Delegi}ions of the Non-Aligned Countries, held in New York on 25 Septenber
1996,

Expressing its regret that the Conference on D sarmanent has not been
able as yet to establish an ad hoc commi ttee on nucl ear disarmanment, as called
for in Assenbly resolution 50/70 P

Taki ng note of the proposal of twenty-eight delegations to the
Conference on Di sarmanment that are nmenbers of the Goup of 21 for a programme
of action for the elimnation of nuclear weapons,* and expressing its
conviction that this proposal will be an inportant input and will contribute
to negotiations on this question in the Conference,

1. Recogni zes that, in view of the end of the cold war and recent
political devel oprments, the time is now opportune for all nucl ear-weapon
States to undertake effective disarmanment nmeasures with a viewto the tota
elimnation of these weapons within a tinme-bound franework

2. Recogni zes also that there is a genuine need to de-enphasize the
rol e of nucl ear weapons, and to review and revi se nucl ear doctrines
accordi ngl y;

4 A/ 51/473-S/ 1996/ 839, annex.

47 N C. 1/51/12, annex.
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3. Urges the nucl ear-weapon States to stop i mediately the
qualitative inprovenment, devel oprment, production and stockpiling of nuclear
war heads and their delivery systens;

4. Calls upon the nucl ear-weapon States to undertake the step-by-step
reduction of the nuclear threat and a phased programme of progressive and
bal anced deep reductions of nucl ear weapons, and to carry out effective
nucl ear di sarmanent neasures with a viewto the total elimnation of these
weapons within a tinme-bound framework;

5. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmanment to establish, on a
priority basis, an ad hoc comittee on nucl ear disarmanment to commrence
negotiations early in 1997 on a phased programme of nucl ear disarmanment and
for the eventual elimnation of nuclear weapons within a tine-bound framework
t hrough a nucl ear weapons conventi on

6. Urges the Conference on Disarmanent to take into account in this
regard the proposal of the twenty-eight del egations for a programme of action
for the elimnation of nuclear weapons;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submt to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session a report on the inplenentation of the present
resol uti on;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Nucl ear disarmanment".

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

P

Measures to uphold the authority of the 1925 Geneva Protoco

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the subject, in particular
resol ution 43/ 74 of 7 Decenber 1988,

Determined to act with a view to achieving effective progress towards
general and conpl ete di sarmanent under strict and effective internationa
contr ol

Recalling the | ong-standing determ nation of the international community
to achieve the effective prohibition of the devel opnent, production,
stockpiling and use of chemi cal and biol ogi cal weapons as well as the
conti nui ng support for neasures to uphold the authority of the Protocol for
the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or O her Gases,
and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June
1925, 8 as expressed by consensus in nany previous resol utions,

“8 League of Nations, Treaty Series, vol. XCIV (1929), No. 2138.
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Wl comi ng the end of the cold war, the ensuing easing of internationa
tensi on and the strengthening of trust between States,

Wl coming also the recent initiatives by sone States parties to wthdraw
their reservations to the 1925 Geneva Prot ocol

1. Renews its previous call to all States to observe strictly the
principles and objectives of the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in
War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or O her Gases, and of Bacteriol ogi cal Methods
of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925,4 and reaffirns the vita
necessity of upholding its provisions;

2. Calls upon those States that continue to naintain reservations to
the 1925 Geneva Protocol to withdraw t hose reservations;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to submt to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-third session a report on the inplenmentation of the present
resol ution.

79th plenary neeting
10 Decenber 1996

Q

Conventional arns control at the regiona
and subregional |evels

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 48/ 75 J of 16 Decenber 1993, 49/75 O of 15
Decenmber 1994 and 50/ 70 L of 12 Decenber 1995,

Recogni zi ng the crucial role of conventional arnms control in pronoting
regi onal and international peace and security,

Convi nced that conventional arns control needs to be pursued primrily
in the regional and subregional contexts since nost threats to peace and
security in the post-cold-war era arise nmainly anong States |located in the
same regi on or subregion

Aware that the preservation of a balance in the defence capabilities of
States at the |l owest |evel of armaments would contribute to peace and
stability and should be a prinme objective of conventional arms control,

Desirous of pronoting agreements to strengthen regional peace and
security at the |l owest possible level of armanments and mlitary forces,

Noting with particular interest the initiatives taken in this regard in
different regions of the world, in particular the comrencenent of
consul tati ons anong a nunber of Latin American countries and the proposals for
conventional arnms control made in the context of South Asia, and recogni zi ng,
in the context of this subject, the relevance and val ue of the Treaty on
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Conventional Arnmed Forces in Europe, * which is a cornerstone of European
security,

Believing that mlitarily significant States, and States with | arger
mlitary capabilities, have a special responsibility in pronoting such
agreements for regional security,

Believing also that an inportant objective of conventional arns contro
in regions of tension should be to prevent the possibility of mlitary attack
| aunched by surprise and to avoi d aggression

1. Decides to give urgent consideration to the issues involved in
conventional arns control at the regional and subregional |evels;

2. Requests the Conference on Disarmanent, as a first step, to
consi der the formulation of principles that can serve as a framework for
regi onal agreements on conventional arnms control, and | ooks forward to a
report of the Conference on this subject;

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Conventional arnms control at the regional and
subregi onal |evel s".

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996

R

Bilateral nuclear arns negotiations and nucl ear di sar manent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its previous rel evant resol utions,

Recogni zi ng the fundanental changes that have taken place with respect
to international security, which have pernmtted agreenments on deep reductions
in the nuclear armaments of the States possessing the |argest inventories of
such weapons,

M ndful that it is the responsibility and obligation of all States to
contribute to the process of the relaxation of international tension and to
the strengthening of international peace and security and, in this connection
to adopt and inplenment measures towards the attai nment of general and conplete
di sarmanent under strict and effective international control

Appreciating a nunber of positive developnents in the field of nuclear
di sarmanent, in particular the Treaty between the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America on the Elinination of Their
I nt er redi at e- Range and Shorter-Range Mssiles,3® and the treaties on the
reduction and limtation of strategic offensive arns,

4 CD/ 1064.
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Appreciating also the indefinite extension of the Treaty on the
Non-Prol i ferati on of Nucl ear Weapons, 2’ and acknow edgi ng the inmportance of
the determ ned pursuit by the nucl ear-weapon States of systematic and
progressive efforts to reduce nucl ear weapons globally, with the ultimte goa
of elimnating those weapons, and by all States of general and conplete
di sarmanent under strict and effective international control

Wl comi ng the steps that have al ready been taken by the Russian
Federation and the United States of America to begin the process of reducing
t he nunber of nucl ear weapons and renovi ng such weapons from a depl oyed
status, and bilateral agreenents on the issue of de-targeting strategic
nucl ear m ssiles,

Noting the new clinmate of relations between the States of the forner
Soviet Union and the United States of America, which permits themto intensify
their cooperative efforts to ensure the safety, security and environmentally
sound destruction of nucl ear weapons,

Noting also that the Russian Federation and the United States of America
concurred that, once the Treaty between them on Further Reduction and
Limtation of Strategic Ofensive Arnms? was ratified, they would proceed to
deactivate all nuclear delivery systens to be reduced under the Treaty by
renovi ng their nucl ear warheads or taking other steps to renove them from
alert status,

Noting further the comm tnment between the Russian Federation and the
United States of Anerica to intensify their dial ogue to conpare conceptua
approaches and to devel op concrete steps to adapt the nuclear forces and
practices on both sides to the changed international security situation,
including the possibility, after ratification of the Treaty on Further
Reduction and Limtation of Strategic Offensive Arns, of further reductions of
and limtations on remaining nuclear forces,

Taking note of the joint statenent of 10 May 1995 by the Russian
Federation and the United States of America on the Treaty on the Limtation of
Anti-Ballistic Mssile Systens,

Recalling the Moscow Sunmit Decl aration on Nucl ear Safety and Security
of April 1996,

Urging early action to conplete the ratification of the Treaty on the
Further Reduction and Limtation of Strategic Ofensive Arns and further
intensification of efforts to accelerate the inplenentati on of agreenents and
unil ateral decisions relating to nuclear arnms reduction,

Wl comi ng the significant reductions nade by ot her nucl ear-weapon
States, and encouraging all nucl ear-weapon States to consider appropriate
measures rel ating to nucl ear disarnmanent,

1. Wl cones the entry into force of the Treaty on the Reduction and
Limtation of Strategic Offensive Arns, 22 signed in Mdscow on 31 July 1991 by
the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of
America, including the Protocol to that Treaty, signed at Lisbon on 23 My

50 A/51/131, annex |.
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1992 by the parties thereto, and the exchange of docunents of ratification
between the United States of America, Belarus, Kazakstan, the Russian
Federati on and Wkrai ne on 5 Decenber 1994 at Budapest;

2. Al so wel cones the signing of the Treaty between the Russian
Federation and the United States of Anmerica on Further Reduction and
Limtation of Strategic Offensive Arnms? in Mdscow on 3 January 1993, and
urges the parties to take the steps necessary to bring that Treaty into force
at the earliest possible date;

3. Expresses its satisfaction at the entry into force and ongoi ng
i npl enentation of the 1991 Treaty as well as the ratification by the United
States of America of the 1993 Treaty, and expresses the hope that it will soon
be possible for the Russian Federation to ratify that Treaty al so;

4. Expresses further satisfaction at the continuing inplenentation of
the Treaty between the United States of Anmerica and the Union of Sovi et
Soci alist Republics on the Elimnation of Their |ntermnedi ate- Range and
Shorter-Range Mssiles,® in particular at the conpletion by the parties of
the destruction of all their declared missiles subject to elimnation under
the Treaty;

5. Wl cones the renmoval of all nuclear weapons fromthe territory of
Kazakstan as of 1 June 1995, and fromthe territory of UWkraine as of 1 June
1996;

6. Encour ages the Russian Federation, the United States of Anerica,
Bel arus, Kazakstan and Wkraine to continue their cooperative efforts ained at
el i mnating nucl ear weapons and strategic of fensive arns on the basis of
exi sting agreenents, and wel cones the contributions that other States are
maki ng to such cooperation as well;

7. Wl cones the accession to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nucl ear Weapons?’, of Bel arus, Kazakstan and Ukrai ne as non-nucl ear - weapon
States, which thereby provided not abl e enhancenent to the non-proliferation
regi me;

8. Encour ages and supports the Russian Federation and the United
States of America in their efforts to reduce their nucl ear weapons and to
continue to give those efforts the highest priority in order to contribute to
the ultimte goal of elimnating those weapons;

9. Invites the Russian Federation and the United States of Anerica to
keep other States Menbers of the United Nations duly informed of progress in
their discussions and in the inplenmentation of their strategic offensive arns
agreenments and unil ateral deci sions.

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996
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S

An international agreenent to ban anti-personnel | andn nes

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling with satisfaction its resolutions 48/ 75 K of 16 Decenber 1993,
49/ 75 D of 15 Decenber 1994 and 50/70 O of 12 Decenber 1995, in which it,
inter alia, urged States to inplenment noratoriuns on the export of
anti - personnel | andm nes,

Also recalling with satisfaction its resolutions 49/75 D and 50/70 O in
which it, inter alia, established as a goal of the international comunity the
eventual elimnation of anti-personnel |andm nes,

Noting that, according to the 1995 report of the Secretary-Cenera
entitled "Assistance in mne clearance",® it is estimated that there are one
hundred and ten mllion landmnes in the ground in nore than sixty countries
t hr oughout the worl d,

Noting also that, according to the same report, the gl obal |andm ne
crisis continues to worsen as an estimated two mllion new | andmnes are laid
each year, while only an estimated one hundred and fifty thousand were cl eared
in 1995,

Expr essi ng deep concern that anti-personnel |andmnes kill or maim
hundreds of people every week, nostly innocent and defencel ess civilians and
especially children, obstruct econom c devel opnent and reconstruction, inhibit
the repatriation of refugees and the return of internally displaced persons,
and have ot her severe consequences for years after enpl acenent,

Gavely concerned about the suffering and casualties caused to o
non- conbatants as a result of the proliferation, as well as the indiscrimnate
and irresponsi bl e use, of anti-personnel |andm nes,

Recalling with satisfaction its resolutions 48/ 7 of 19 Cctober 1993,
49/ 215 A of 23 Decenber 1994 and 50/82 of 14 Decenber 1995 calling for
assi stance in m ne cl earance,

Wl coming the recent decisions taken at the Revi ew Conference of the
States Parties to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
Certai n Conventional Wapons Wi ch May Be Deened to Be Excessively Injurious
or to Have Indiscrimnate Effects, particularly with respect to the amended
Protocol 11 to the Convention, and believing that the anended Protocol is
an essential part of the global effort to address problens caused by the
proliferation, as well as the indiscrimnate and irresponsible use, of
anti - personnel | andm nes,

Wl coming al so the adoption of the declaration entitled "Towards a
@ obal Ban on Anti-Personnel M nes" by participants at the Qtawa
International Strategy Conference on 5 October 1996, °% including its call for

51 A/ 50/ 408.

52 A/C. 1/51/10, annex.
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the earliest possible conclusion of a legally binding international agreenent
to ban anti-personnel |andm nes, and further wel comng the foll ow on
conference at Brussels in June 1997,

Wl coming further the recent decisions taken by States to adopt various
bans, noratoriuns or other restrictions on the use, stockpiling, production
and transfer of anti-personnel |andm nes, and ot her neasures taken
unilaterally as well as multilaterally,

Recogni zi ng the need to conclude an internati onal agreenent to ban al
anti - personnel |andm nes as soon as possi bl e,

1. Urges States to pursue vigorously an effective, |egally binding
i nternational agreement to ban the use, stockpiling, production and transfer
of anti-personnel landmines with a viewto conpleting the negotiation as soon
as possi bl e;

2. Urges States that have not yet done so to accede to the Convention
on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional \Wapons
VWi ch May Be Deened to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscrimnate
Ef fects'® and Protocol Il as amended on 3 May 1996, % and urges all States
i Mmediately to conply to the fullest extent possible with the applicable rules
of Protocol Il as anended,

3. V¢l cones the various bans, noratoriunms or other restrictions
al ready declared by States on anti-personnel |andm nes;

4. Calls upon States that have not yet done so to declare and
i mpl enent such bans, noratoriuns or other restrictions - particularly on
operational use and transfer - at the earliest possible date;

5. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to prepare a report on steps taken
to conplete an international agreenent banning the use, stockpiling,
producti on and transfer of anti-personnel |andm nes, and on other steps taken
by Menber States to inplenment such bans, noratoriuns or other restrictions and
to submt it to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session under the
itementitled "CGeneral and conpl ete disarmanent”;

6. Requests Menber States to provide the requested information for
the report of the Secretary-General on steps taken to conplete an
i nternational agreement banning the use, stockpiling, production and transfer
of anti-personnel |andm nes, and on other steps taken to inplenent bans,
nmoratoriunms or other restrictions on anti-personnel |andmnes and to submt
such information to the Secretary-General by 15 April 1997.

79th plenary neeting

10 Decenber 1996
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T

Status of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel opnent,
Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chen cal Wapons and on
Their Destruction

The CGeneral Assenbly,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the subject of chem cal and
bact eri ol ogi cal (biological) weapons, in particular resolution 47/39 of 30
Novermber 1992, adopted without a vote, in which it comrended the Convention on
t he Prohibition of the Devel opnent, Production, Stockpiling and Use of
Chemi cal Weapons and on Their Destruction, !

Noting with satisfaction that, since the Convention was opened for
signature at a signing cerenony held in Paris from 13 to 15 January 1993, one
hundred and sixty States have signed the Convention

Deternmined to achieve the effective prohibition of the devel oprent,
production, acquisition, transfer, stockpiling and use of chem cal weapons and
their destruction,

Convi nced of the urgent necessity of universal adherence to the
Convention so as to abolish an entire category of weapons of mass destruction
and thus elimnate the risk to mankind of renewed use of these inhumane
weapons,

Noti ng the ongoing work of the Preparatory Conmi ssion for the
Organi zation on the Prohibition of Chem cal Wapons,

1. Wl cones the fact that the required sixty-five instrunents of
ratification have now been deposited and that the Convention on the
Prohi biti on of the Devel opnent, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chem ca
Weapons and on Their Destruction'* will therefore enter into force on 29 Apri
1997;

2. Stresses the inportance to the Convention that all possessors of
chem cal weapons, chem cal weapons production facilities or chem cal weapons
devel opnent facilities should be anong the original parties to the Convention
and, in this context, the inportance of the United States of Anerica and the
Russi an Federation, having decl ared possessi on of chenm cal weapons, being
anong the original States parties to the Convention

3. Al so stresses that this would pronote the full realization and
ef fective inplenentati on of the Convention

4. Calls upon all States that have not yet done so to sign and/or
ratify the Convention w thout del ay;

5. Notes that the Preparatory Comm ssion for the Organization on the
Prohi biti on of Chem cal Wapons, at its fourteenth session from?22 to 26 July
1996, entrusted the Chairman of the Conmission, in close consultation with its
menber States, with the task of convening, as necessitated by circunstances in
connection with the occurrence of the trigger point, a neeting of the
Conmi ssion to provide appropri ate gui dance;
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6 Urges the Preparatory Comm ssion for the Organi zation on the

Prohi bition of Chenical Weapons to intensify efforts to conplete its remaining
wor K;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session an itementitled "I nplementation of the Convention on the Prohibition

of the Devel opnent, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chem cal Wapons and on
Their Destruction”.

79th plenary neeting
10 Decenber 1996




