UNITED
NATIONS S

Security Council
Distr.

GENERAL

S/ 1997/ 109
5 February 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

LETTER DATED 4 FEBRUARY 1997 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF RWANDA TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF
THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to refer to the letter dated 1 February 1997 fromthe
Chargé d' affaires a.i. of the Permanent M ssion of Zaire to the United Nations
addressed to the President of the Security Council (S/1997/98).

In the annex to the letter, there is a letter dated 1 February 1997
addressed to the President of the Security Council by the Deputy Prine Mnister
and Mnister for Foreign Affairs of Zaire, M. Gérard Kananda- Wa- Kamanda.

It is not the first time that the Governnment of Rwanda has been subjected
to unfounded all egati ons such as those contained in the above-nentioned |etter
On each occasion, the Governnent of Rwanda has deni ed and continues to deny
categorically its involvenent in the Zairian internal crisis.

Inits recent disinformation crusade, the Government of Zaire has again
| ooked for scapegoats instead of addressing the fundanental socio-econonic
situation as well as the recent arnmed rebellion in eastern Zaire. Neither the
fal se accusations agai nst nei ghbouring countries (Uganda, Burundi and Rwanda),
nor the use of soldiers of fortune or calls for mlitary intervention by outside
countries would be helpful to Zaire in the search for a solution to the nmany
problens facing Zaire, including the recent rebellion. The externalization of
the Zairian internal crisis will only serve to conplicate further the situation

The letter to the Security Council fromthe Deputy Prine Mnister and
M nister for Foreign Affairs of Zaire invoked the provisions of Articles 34 and
35 of the Charter of the United Nations which states that the Security Counci
may investigate any dispute or situation which might, inter alia, lead to
international friction. He also called upon the Security Council to assunme its
responsibility in a crisis that had been created by Zaire itself.

Does the CGovernnent of Zaire or its |eadership have any noral authority to
reproach the Security Council? Was it not the Government of Zaire itself that
triggered the national crisis when it passed |egislation that denationalized its
own citizens and subsequently threatened themw th expul sion fromtheir own
country in 1995-19967
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Article 4 of that legislation denies citizenship to people who were not of
Zairian ancestry prior to 1885.

What woul d happen if any other country attenpted to introduce the same | aw?

- What noral authority does the Zairian authority have to ask the
Security Council to assunme its responsibility when the Governnment of
Zaire and its | eadership abandoned its own citizens, its mlitary and
its civil service to fend for thenselves in a systemw de and
pervasive corruption as well as a dysfunctional political and economnic
syst enf?

- I's Rwanda responsible for Zaire's hyper-inflation and price changes,
whi ch vary fromnorning to afternoon?

- Is it not these and other related factors that underpin the root cause
of the present crisis in Zaire?

- Whul d el ections per se and the inpressive 450 political parties in
Zaire help to bring order to the country?

In his letter, the Deputy Prine Mnister and Mnister for Foreign Affairs
of Zaire accused Rwanda of involvenent in its internal political and arned
rebellion quagmre. These are false allegations. The truth of the matter is as
fol | ows:

Who is actually involved in the fighting in eastern Zaire?

On the Zairian side

1. The di sgruntled and unpaid Zairian soldiers (hence the explanation of their
defeat on the ground).

2. The genocidal arny of the former Governnment of Rwanda, which has been fully
integrated into the Zairian Arny. These are between 30,000 and 40, 000 sol di ers.
Thousands of the Interahamwe militia have al so been recruited.

3. The nercenaries from Bel gium France and other countries which are
providing rear and | ogistic support to the Zairian Arny.

4. There are reports that some African countries have been asked to join the
Zairian Arny.

On the rebels side

1. The National Resistance Council for Denocracy, |led by M. Ngandu Kisase,
who is a Zairian from Kasai Province in Zaire.

2. The Revol uti onary Movenent for the Liberation of Zaire, led by M. Mssasu
who is a Mushi from Zaire.



S/1997/ 109
Engl i sh
Page 3

3. The Popul ar Revol utionary Party led by M. Kabila, who is a native of Shaba
Provi nce of Zaire.

4. The People's Denocratic Alliance | ed by Banyamul enge.

5. Deserters fromthe Zairian Arny and the support the rebellion gets from
Zairian Arny comranders.

The above-nentioned fighting forces formed an alliance known as the Counci
of Alliance of Denocratic Forces for the Liberation of the Congo, under the
| eadership of M. Kabila.

Clearly, the above-nentioned fighting forces are neither Rnmandan, Ugandan
or Burundian forces as alleged by M. Kamanda-Wa- Kanmanda. The Security Counci
will recall that in his briefing of 28 January 1997, M. Kamanda- Wa- Kananda
himsel f informed the Security Council that "M. Laurent Kabila is neither a
Rwandan nor a Tutsi or fromNorth or South Kivu". He acknow edges that the
| eader of the rebellion in eastern Zaire is a Zairian

In the sane briefing, he affirmed that the | eader of the Nationa
Resi stance Council for Denocracy, M. Ngandu Kisase, is also a Zairian
"M . Ngandu Ki sase is neither a Rmandan and not even a Tutsi, but a Luba from
Kasai Province in Zaire."

Wiy should the Zairian authorities seek to mslead the internationa
comunity?

The Security Council is not unaware of the cause of the crisis in eastern
Zaire. The Security Council was provided with a historical synopsis of the
crisis in eastern Zaire (S/1996/869 of 23 Cctober 1996). Al so, in adopting
resol ution 1053 (1996) of 23 April 1996, the Security Council was fully aware of
the gravity of the situation in eastern Zaire and expressed its concern in
unequi vocal terns:

"Gravely concerned by the findings of the Comm ssion of Inquiry that
certain Rwandan el enments are receiving nmilitary training to conduct
destabilizing raids into Rmanda."

The Security Council is further aware of the report of the Internationa
Conmmi ssion of Inquiry to investigate the sale or supply of arnms in eastern Zaire
(S/1996/ 195 of 14 March 1996) and the report of 1 Novenber 1996, which is yet to
be published. The Secretary-General of the United Nations in his report
(S/1996/195) inforned the Council that the International Conm ssion set up by
the Security Council did not get the cooperation of the Governnent of Zaire and
especially that of the Deputy Prinme Mnister and Mnister for Foreign Affairs,
M. Kamanda- Wa- Kamanda. He is now asking the Security Council to assune its
responsibility for the crisis in eastern Zaire when he refused to cooperate with
t he same.

In referring to the non-cooperation of the Governnent of Zaire, the report
of the Secretary-CGeneral (S/1996/195) is even clearer. It states (in para. 66
of the annex):
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The first conclusion it has reached is that the response by the
CGovernment of Zaire to the questions posed by the Conmission to the Zairian
M nister for Foreign Affairs in Kinshasa was, at best, highly m sl eading
and i nadequate. The Conmi ssion is satisfied that the Governnent of Zaire
knew, or should have known, that one of the very few functioning aircraft
inits national airline had engaged in the transportation of arms from
Seychelles to Goma ..."

In view of the aforenentioned, the Security Council should consider the
letter fromthe Deputy Prinme Mnister and Mnister for Foreign Affairs of Zaire
as an attenpt to mislead the Council. The letter also seeks to underm ne the
Council's own and i ndependent assessment of the situation in eastern Zaire. |t
is, indeed, now very clear that the timng of these allegations with the
appoi ntnent of the Special Representative of the Secretary-Ceneral for the Geat
Lakes region is an attenpt to pre-enpt the findings of his visit to the region

The Security Council mght well be advised that the crisis in eastern Zaire
shoul d be treated as purely internal to Zaire. |t requires a peaceful and
negoti ated settlement. The Governnent of Zaire should be prevail ed upon to | ook
for a peaceful solution to its crisis. To externalize it by involving
nercenaries contrary to the General Assenbly resolutions will conplicate the
situation. Suffice it to stress that failure to | ook for a peaceful solution to
the Zairian crisis will nore than likely entail yet another human carnage of
greater proportions in the region

The Security Council has been further msled by the Zairian Deputy Prine
M ni ster, M. Kananda-Wa- Kamanda, when in his statenent he referred to the
presence of 3 mllion Rwandan refugees in 1994. He also msled the
international commnity that after the massive return of Rwandan refugees from
Cctober to Decenber 1996, there still remains nmore than 1 mllion Rwandan
refugees in eastern Zaire.

These figures do not reflect the reality. The Security Council is capable
of getting the proper nunmber of Rwandan refugees in Zaire fromthe Ofice of the
United Nations H gh Conmmi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR). In the nmonthly digest of
UNHCR activities of January/February 1997, it is stated that some 1.3 mllion
Rwandan refugees fromthe United Republic of Tanzania and Zaire have returned to
Rwanda since the outbreak of fighting in October 1996.

The facts are that there are no nore Rwandan refugees remaining in eastern
Zaire. The doors have been, and continue to be, open for all Rwandans to return
home. Those who have chosen the path of self-exile should be treated as such
and shoul d not be granted a bl anket refugee status except on an individua
basi s.

The Interahamne militia and the genocidal army together with their famlies
in Zaire are about 200,000 people. |Is the Zairian Deputy Prime M nister asking
the international comunity to support this crimnal arny and the mlitia,
knowi ng full well their role in the Ravandan genoci de?
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The Security Council mght well be advised that any premature decision or
resolution that it will take without taking fully into consideration the views
of CGovernnents of the region and the report of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral on the situation in eastern Zaire will conplicate an al ready

conpl ex probl em

| should be grateful if you would circulate the present letter as a
docunment of the Security Counci l

(Signed) G deon KAYlI NAMURA
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
of Rwanda to the United Nations



