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ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA AND OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONAL MATTERS
Letter dated 16 Decenber 1996 fromthe Chairnman of the

Conmi ssion on Narcotic Drugs to the President of the
Econom ¢ _and Soci al Counci

The Econonmic and Social Council, in its resolution 1996/17, requested the
Conmmi ssion on Narcotic Drugs to act as preparatory body for the special session
of the General Assenbly to be held in 1998.

In ny note on the organi zation of work for the fortieth session of the
Commi ssion, it is indicated that the duration of that session should be
mai nt ai ned at eight days divided into two parts: six days for the regul ar
session, and two days for the Conmi ssion acting as preparatory body for the
speci al sessi on.

The under st anding that the Comm ssion would act as preparatory body for the
special session within the eight days of the regular session was inplied in
paragraph 172 of the Comm ssion's report by the wording: "planning for the next
session should allow the Commi ssion also to act, within existing resources, as
the preparatory body for the special session of the General Assenbly" (enphasis
added). No formal decision, however, was forwarded by the Conmm ssion to the
Council regarding the distribution of its work to act both as Comm ssion and as
preparatory body for the special session

At its second ad hoc open-ended intersessional neeting, held on
11 Decenber 1996, the Commission, inter alia, confirned that this was its

i ntention and deci ded that, as Chairman of the Commission, | should wite to you
in order to clarify any possible m sunderstanding and to ensure that there wll
be no budgetary inplications. | have also requested the Secretary of the

Conmmi ssion to prepare a draft decision to be presented to the Council at its
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organi zati onal session in 1997 concerning the distribution of work of the
fortieth session of the Comm ssion. The text of the draft decision is annexed

to the present letter

(Signed) Hel mut BURKE
Chai rman of the Conm ssion
on Narcotic Drugs at its
thirty-ninth session
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Annex
DRAFT DECI SI ON
At its neeting, on __ 1997, the Econonic and Social Council

havi ng consi dered resolution 1996/ 17 of 23 July 1996 in which it requests the
Conmmi ssion on Narcotic Drugs to act as preparatory body for the special session
of the General Assenbly, to be held in 1998, decided that the Comm ssion, at its
fortieth session, should devote two days of its eight-day session to act as
preparatory body for the special session of the Assenbly.



