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Letter dated 30 January 1997 fromthe Pernmanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secret ary- Gener al

I have the honour to draw your attention to the statenent issued on
23 January 1997 by the Presidency on behal f of the European Union on N caragua.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annex circul ated
as a docunent of the General Assenbly under item 40 of the agenda of the
fifty-first session.

(Signed) N H BIEGWN
Per manent Representative
of the Netherl ands
to the United Nations
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: English and French]

Statenent issued on 23 January 1997 by the Presidency on behal f
of the European Union on N caragua

The European Uni on wel comes the conduct of the elections in N caragua
resulting in the formati on of the new Governnent, headed by M. Arnal do Al eman,
whi ch took office on 10 January.

In these circunstances, the outcome of the el ections nust be respected by
all of N caragua's political forces

The European Union is aware of the chall enge ahead for N caragua's new
adm ni stration, which faces an extensive programme of social and economc
refornms, already enbarked on by the Government of Ms. Chanorro, that is only
achi evabl e with the consensus of the political groups and with parliamentary
agreenent between the party in Governnment and the opposition

In this connection, the European Uni on wel comes the recent neeting between
the President and the opposition |eader, M. Otega, and hopes that this will be
the first step in establishing constructive cooperation towards the
consol i dati on of denocracy, econom c reform and soci al devel opnment in N caragua.

The countries nenbers of the European Free Trade Association within the
Eur opean Economic Area, the Central and Eastern European countries associ ated
with the European Union and the associated country, Cyprus, align thenselves
with this declaration.



