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Letter dated 30 January 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

I have the honour to draw your attention to the statenent issued on
24 January 1997 by the Presidency on behal f of the European Union on el ections
in the Ganbi a.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annex circul ated
as a docunent of the General Assenbly under the agenda item "Human rights
guestions: Human rights questions, including alternative approaches for
i nproving the effective enjoynment of human rights and fundanmental freedons”.

(Signed) N H BIEGVAN
Per manent Representative of the
Net herl ands to the United Nations
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: English and French]

Statenent issued on 24 January 1997 by the Presidency on
behal f of the European Union on elections in the Ganbi a

The European Uni on has taken note of the National Assenbly election held on
2 January 1997. The Union congratul ates the people of the Ganbia and the
Provi si onal | ndependent El ectoral Conm ssion on the way the preparation and the
handl i ng of these el ections has taken place. The Union considers the el ections
an inportant step for the Ganbia in its return to civilian denocratic
government, in spite of the ban inposed before the presidential elections on
three fornmer political parties, their |eaders and forner mnisters, which
remains in force. The European Union hopes that the National Assenbly will soon
be able to fulfil the inportant tasks bestowed on it by the Constitution

The European Uni on wel coned the rel ease of a nunber of detainees |ast
Novenber and it urges the Governnent of the Ganbia to rel ease w thout del ay
those who remain in detention for political reasons.

The European Union calls on the Ganbian authorities to proceed further on
the path to denocracy, good governance and human rights in line with the new
Constitution and is willing to reinforce its dialogue with the Ganbia on these
and other matters of common concern



