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| NTRCDUCT! ON

1. At its eighteenth session (New York, 16-19 April 1996), the Wrking G oup
on International Statistical Programmes and Coordi nati on decided that, for the
twenty-ninth session of the Statistical Comm ssion, an overall assessnment shoul d
be carried out of the results of the task force initiative, in relation to the
terms of reference of the task forces (E/ CN. 3/1997/19, para. 20 (d)). In order
to prepare the present report the United Nations Statistics D vision anal ysed
all relevant docunments discussed by the Statistical Comm ssion, its Wrking

G oup and the ACC Subconmttee on Statistical Activities. The draft report was
then sent to the conveners of the task forces for their coments and additiona
information. Al comrents received fromthe conveners are included in the
present report.

. BACKGROUND COF THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE
I NTER- AGENCY TASK FORCES

A. Establishnent of six task forces

2. The Working Goup on International Statistical Programes and Coordination
at its fifteenth session (New York, 29 June-1 July 1992), identified six subject
areas in which a need for review was considered a priority. The Wrking G oup
noted that task force mechani sns already existed for two of the areas,
establ i shed new task forces for the other four, and with the agreement of the
agenci es concerned, appointed conveners for each of the task forces as foll ows:

Task Force Convener

System of National Accounts? Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on
Nat i onal Accounts (1 SWENA)

I ndustrial and Construction Statistics O ganisation for Econom ¢ Cooperation
and Devel opnent ( OECD)

International Trade Statistics? Worl d Trade Organi zati on (WO
(formerly General Agreenent on Tariffs
and Trade)

Fi nance Statistics I nternational Mnetary Fund (I M)

Price Statistics including the Statistical Ofice of the European

I nternati onal Conparison Programe Conmuni ti es (Eurostat)

Envi ronnent Statistics United Nations Statistics Division

a2 Al ready existing mechani sm
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3. The Statistical Comm ssion, at its twenty-seventh session (New York,

22 February-3 March 1993), based on the recommendati ons of the Working G oup on
International Statistical Progranmes and Coordi nation, strongly endorsed the
est abl i shnent of the above-nentioned six task forces.?

B. Terns of reference of the first six task forces

4. The terns of reference for the above-nentioned six task forces were
identified by the Working Group as foll ows:?

(a) Determne work being done in the specified area by the organi zati ons
i nvol ved on net hods, collection, conpilation, processing and di sseni nation and
techni cal cooperation, although it is recognized that technical cooperation may
not lend itself to treatnment on a subject-by-subject basis but may need to be
reviewed in an integrated way,;

(b) Assess problens, duplication, weaknesses inbal ances and priority gaps;

(c) Study howto carry out an evaluation of the quality of the statistics
in the outputs, and carry out such an evaluation as far as possible;

(d) Review the publications issued by each organization in the field of
statistics, and nmake recomendati ons, taking account of the needs of the range
of users;

(e) Take agreed actions to inprove the systemw de work in the area,
including its coordination

(f) Report to the Wrking G oup at its next session on actions taken
and/ or present proposals and unresol ved issues for action by the Wrking G oup

(g) Inline with the recomendati ons of the independent Revi ew G oup, the
task forces were requested to investigate ways to carry out evaluations and
carry themout as far as possible;

(h) In addition, in line with the recommendati ons of the independent
Revi ew Group, the task forces were requested to carry out the following in their
particul ar subject areas:

(i) On the basis of the (descriptive) integrated work programe of
statistics and rel ated docunmentation, nake an effort to identify
weaknesses, gaps and inbal ances on the current programme. |In such a
process, budgetary questions should be taken into account;

(i1) In addition to continuing efforts to reduce the tinme |ag between the
observation period and the nonment of dissem nation of structural and
detailed statistics, for sone statistical subjects consider the
possibility of collecting and di ssem nating nore recent statistica
information (main indicators).
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C. Establishnent of two additional task forces

5. The Statistical Comm ssion, at its special session (New York

11-15 April 1994), based on the recomendati ons of the ACC Subcommittee on
Statistical Activities at its twenty-seventh session (CGeneva,

6-8 Septenber 1993) and its Wrking Goup on International Statistica
Programes and Coordination at its sixteenth session (CGeneva,

13-16 Septenber 1993), agreed to the establishment of the Task Force on Service
Statistics and the Task Force on the Measurenent of Poverty.

6. The terms of reference of the Task Force on the Measurenent of Poverty were
establ i shed as foll ows:

(a) Undertake a review of current practices in the nmeasurenent of poverty
with a viewto determining the principal approaches, concepts, sources of data
and use of poverty indicators, and the degree to which data conparability
exi sts;

(b) Identify international agencies engaged in work on poverty data, and
consi der how their conpilation practices, analytical nethodol ogi es and
di ssem nation may be better coordinated;

(c) Develop a plan, if feasible, to make further progress in setting
i nternational standards.

1. INNTIAL REVI EWCOF THE RCLE OF THE
I NTER- AGENCY TASK FORCES

7. The ACC Subcommittee on Statistical Activities, at its twenty-seventh
session, reviewed the existence of the task forces (see E/CN. 3/1994/4, para. 17)
and:

(a) Agreed that the task forces constituted an inportant initiative for
i mprovi ng substantive coordination and statistical devel opnment, and that sone
positive results were already apparent, although the task forces were at varying
st ages of devel opnent and progress in their work;

(b) Agreed that the task forces should not be seen as pernanent bodi es,
and that their continuation should depend on specific needs and outputs, and
requested each task force to address that question in respect of its own
obj ectives and progress towards achieving them

(c) Agreed that the task forces should take a flexible and pragmatic
approach to the invol venent of national representatives in the work of the task
forces, and recognized that such invol venrent mght not be necessary for each
task force. Such involvenent could take the formof providing either specific
expertise or else a nmeans of information-sharing in support of the inter-agency
deci si on- maki ng process;

(d) Requested the task forces to establish clear priorities and tinetables
for their tasks, taking account of priorities set by the Subcommittee and
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rel evant intergovernnmental bodies. The Subconmittee recogni zed that individua
agenci es involved in nore than one task force would al so have to set priorities
for their support of the work of those task forces; organizations would need to
continue to assign the necessary resources to ensure the success of the task
forces;

(e) Requested the task forces to ensure appropriate regi ona
representation or otherw se take fully into account the regional dinmension of
statistical work and its coordination

(f) Requested the task forces to share fully and widely with invol ved

organi zations rel evant information about their work. |nproved nechani sms needed
to be explored for the efficient and rapid transm ssion of information,
i ncl udi ng nodern tel ecomunications. |n particular, experinmental use of a

bul | eti n-board approach was suggest ed;

(g) Accepted the concept of burden-sharing, including cost-sharing, on a
voluntary basis for activities undertaken by the task forces. The exact
approach woul d have to be devel oped within the context of each task force and of
the priorities, resources and adm nistrative and budgetary requirenments of each
participating organization.

8. As to the establishment of new task forces, the Subcommittee agreed (see
E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 4, para. 26) that:

(a) The nunber of task forces should be kept very limted and consistent
with resources that could be assigned to them the task forces were resource-
intensive and selectivity in establishing themin priority areas was crucial

(b) Any existing coordination groups should be taken into account, and
shoul d be used to the extent that they could neet established objectives;

(c) In establishing a new task force, the follow ng conditions should be
nmet :

(i) The area should be a priority area;
(ii) 1t should involve a nunber of international agencies;
(iii) An established need or problemshould exist;
(iv) The subject or activity coverage should be clearly defined;
(v) Terms of reference shoul d be established in advance.
9. Finally, the Wrking Goup on International Statistical Programres and
Coordination, at its eighteenth session, concluded that the Task Force on Price
Statistics including the International Conparison Progranme (1CP) had fulfilled
its nmandate, and agreed with the recommendati on of the ACC Subcommittee on
Statistical Activities that that Task Force be discontinued. The Wrking G oup

al so accepted the recommendati on of the Task Force on the Measurement of Poverty
that the it be discontinued.
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[11. ACH EVEMENTS OF THE | NTER- AGENCY TASK FORCES

10. The follow ng provides a review of the work done by each of the task

forces:

(a) LInter-agency task force on industrial

and

construction statistics

(Convener:

Terns of reference

1. Determine work being done in the
specified area by the organizations

i nvol ved on nethods, collection
conpi |l ati on, processing and

di ssem nation and technica
cooperation, although it is recognized
that techni cal cooperati on nmay not
lend itself to treatnment on a subject-
by- subj ect basis but may need to be
reviewed in an integrated way.

CECD)

Achi evenent s

A survey on country practices and
intentions with respect to the
International Standard |Industria
Classification of Al Economc
Activities, Revision 3 (I1SIC, Rev.3)
has been conducted. In the light of
the findings, the follow ng options
have been suggested for pronoting
greater harnmony in the adoption and
use of econom c classifications:

(a) assisting countries that have no
neans either now or in the near future
to undertake a | arge-scal e conversion
to ISIC, Rev.3; (b) establishing:

(i) a group of dedicated full-tine
experts, presumably based in each of

t he regi onal comm ssions and
coordinated by a full-time expert
based in the United Nations Statistics
Division; (ii) a data bank of common
probl ens and their sol ution;

(i1i) creating a hotline based in the
United Nations Statistics Division
desi gned not so much to pronote common
principles and conventions as to reply
to queries about inclusions within and
exclusions froml1SIC, Rev.3;

(iv) distributing to all countries
concerned a sufficient nunber of
copies of the trilateral concordance.
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Terns of reference

2. Assess problens, duplication
weaknesses, inbal ances and priority

gaps.

3. Study how to carry out an

eval uation of the quality of the
statistics in the outputs, and carry
out such an evaluation as far as
possi bl e.

4. Review the publications issued by
each organization in the field of
statistics, and make recomrendati ons,
taki ng account of the needs of the
range of users.

5. Take agreed actions to inprove the
systemw de work in the area
including its coordination

6. Report to the Wirking Goup at its
next session on actions taken and/or
present proposals and unresol ved

i ssues for action by the Wrking

G oup.

Achi evenent s

G anted that the data-collection work
carried out by internationa

organi zati ons has not been dupli cated,
this does not by itself pronote
coherence, particularly since

i nternational organizations have

hi therto chosen which edition of I1SIC
they wish their nmenbers to report in.
The current situation is incoherent in
several respects and risks becom ng
nore so.

The scope of the Task Force has been
extended to statistics on goods, which
have traditionally been classified
under construction statistics. An
expert group neeting was convened in
New York in Septenber 1995, and the
Internati onal Recommendati ons for

Construction Statistics have been

revi sed.

The Task Force has requested that OECD
devel op an experinental matrix of
international industrial data use, in
whi ch the cells show the degree to
whi ch each variable in industrial
statistics is used by different types
of governnmental and internationa

bodi es, for different policy issue
areas. Al menbers of the Task Force
may be asked to conduct a simlar

st udy.

The Task Force periodically reports to
the Statistical Commission and its
Wor ki ng G oup.



Terns of reference

7. On the basis of the (descriptive)
i ntegrated work programe of
statistics and rel ated docunentation
make an effort to identify weaknesses,
gaps and i nbal ances on the current
programe. |n such a process,

budget ary questi ons shoul d be taken
into account.

8. In addition to continuing efforts
to reduce the tinme | ag between the
observation period and the nonment of
di ssemi nation of structural and
detailed statistics, for some
statistical subjects consider the
possibility of collecting and

di ssem nating nore recent statistica
information (main indicators).
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Achi evenent s

(b) Inter-agency task force on environment statistics

(Convener:

Terns of reference

1. Determine work being done in the
specified area by the organizations

i nvol ved on nethods, collection
conpi |l ati on, processing and

di ssem nation and technica
cooperation, although it is recognized
that techni cal cooperation nay not
lend itself to treatnment on a subject-
by- subj ect basis but may need to be
reviewed in an integrated way.

United Nations Statistics Division)

Achi evenent s

Envi ronnment statistics:

met hodol ogi cal work has been carried
out by several nenbers including the
United Nations Statistics Division
OECD, Eurostat, the United Nations
Envi ronnent Progranme (UNEP), the
Wrld Health Organization (WHO), the
Food and Agriculture O ganization of
the United Nations (FAO, the Wrld
Met eor ol ogi cal Organi zation (WMD),
United Nations Centre for Human
Settlenments (Habitat) and sone of the
regi onal comm ssions in different

subj ect areas and regions. Data

col l ection has been carried out by
several nmenbers, including UNEP, CECD
Eurostat and sonme of the regiona

commi ssions. Technical cooperation
has been carried out by severa
nenbers.

t he
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Terns of reference

2. Assess problens, duplication

weaknesses,
gaps.

i mbal ances and priority

Achi evenent s

Envi ronnental indicators: severa
menbers have devel oped franmeworks and
lists of indicators. The United
Nations Statistics D vision has

devel oped a list, in collaboration
with the Intergovernmental Wbrking

G oup on the Advancenent of
Environnent Statistics. The list was
approved by the Statistical Conmm ssion
for international data conpilation by
the Statistics Division fromnationa
statistical services.

Envi ronnental accounting: the
Statistics Division has issued a
handbook of national accounting on

i ntegrated environnental and econonic
accounting. Oher nmenbers, including
FAO, WHO, Eurostat, UNEP, the World
Bank and some of the regiona

conmi ssions, have carried out

met hodol ogi cal work in particul ar
fields of environmental accounting.
In the area of technical cooperation
several menbers have been active

i ncluding the United Nations
Statistics Division, UNEP, the United
Nati ons Devel opment Progranme, the
Econom ¢ Comm ssion for Europe and the
Worl d Bank.

In the fields of environmental
statistics and indicators, the ngjor
gaps are the lack of practical nanuals
that include clear definitions,
classifications and tabul ation, for
use at the international, regional and
national |evels. There is duplication
in indicator devel opnent by

i nternational organizations. There is
also a gap in the availability of
conpar abl e environnmental statistics
and indicators at the internationa

l evel .
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3. Study how to carry out an

eval uation of the quality of the
statistics in the outputs, and carry
out such an evaluation as far as
possi bl e.

4. Review the publications issued by
each organization in the field of
statistics, and make recomrendati ons,
taki ng account of the needs of the
range of users.

5. Take agreed actions to inprove the
systemw de work in the area
including its coordination

6. Report to the Wirking Goup at its
next session on actions taken and/or
present proposals and unresol ved

i ssues for action by the Wrking

G oup.
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Achi evenent s

In the field of environmenta
accounting, there is still no
consensus on a range of concepts and
met hodol ogi cal questions, notably in

val uati on. The London group was set
up to address those issues; that
group, however, conprises

i ndustrialized countries and sel ected
organi zations only. There is
duplication in the area of technica
cooperation: for instance, in sone
countries, different sponsors have
been advanci ng different approaches
with different national organizations
at the same tine. Since that kind of
work is still in an early stage of
devel opnent such duplication may be
unavoi dabl e for the tinme being.

The Task Force could not agree on a
coordi nated work programe to date,
agreeing only on an integrated
presentation of work, due to the

di f ferent nandates of the respective
governi ng bodi es of Task Force
nenbers. The response rate by Task
Force menbers to questions related to
coordi nated action (gaps, strategies,
goals and nil estones) was |low. Al so,
nost of the Task Force menbers felt
that a second neeting was unnecessary
at this stage.

The Task Force periodically reports to
the Statistical Commission and its
Wor ki ng G oup.
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Terns of reference

7. On the basis of the (descriptive)
i ntegrated work programe of
statistics and rel ated docunentation
make an effort to identify weaknesses,
gaps and i nbal ances on the current
programe. |n such a process,

budget ary questi ons shoul d be taken
into account.

8. In addition to continuing efforts
to reduce the tinme | ag between the
observation period and the nonment of
di ssemi nation of structural and
detailed statistics, for some
statistical subjects consider the
possibility of collecting and

di ssem nating nore recent statistica
information (main indicators).

(c) Inter-agency task force on internationa

Achi evenent s

Met hodol ogi cal and programmatic issues
in environmental statistics and
accounting are being addressed by the
London group (environnenta

accounting) and the Intergovernment al
Wor ki ng Group on the Advancenent of
Envi ronnent Statistics (environnental
statistics and indicators).

As agreed by the Statistica

Conmi ssion, the United Nations
Statistics Division will conduct a
conpi |l ati on of sel ected environnental
indicators for the first time from
nati onal statistical services. No
conpr ehensi ve internationa
conpi l ati on of environnental accounts
is envisaged. The Statistics Division
pl ans an assessnent of nationa

proj ects.

trade statistics

(Convener:

Terns of reference

1. Determine work being done in the
specified area by the organizations

i nvol ved on nethods, collection
conpi |l ati on, processing and

di ssem nation and technica
cooperation, although it is recognized
that techni cal cooperation nay not
lend itself to treatnent on a subject-
by- subj ect basis but may need to be
reviewed in an integrated way.

WO

Achi evenent s

A revision to internationa

mer chandi se trade concepts and
definitions has been undertaken; a
final report is before the Conm ssion
for its approval.
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ref erence
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Achi evenent s

The devel opnent of estimates and
adjustments to reported data to
conformto international trade
concepts and definitions. Trade
estimates are now exchanged on a
regul ar basis anong internationa
organi zati ons. Regardi ng adj ustnments,
the Statistical Comm ssion has agreed
with a recommendation of the Task
Force to stop work, except on

adj ustnents for free on board/cost,

i nsurance, freight, and the systens of
trade, in view of the conplexity in
devel opi ng adj ustnments by country at
the detailed commodity | evel

Maj or i nprovenments have been made in
the coverage of the United Nations
Statistics Division's Commpdity Trade
Dat abase (COMIRADE), resulting froma
nore structured approach in follow up
procedures and a nore coordi nated
approach in the exchange of data
col l ected for their own needs anong

i nternational organizations.

Sone 76 country-periods of trade data
have been incorporated i nto COMIRADE
to cover the earlier years with no
data, based on inputs received from
the participating agencies of the Task
For ce.

I ncreased use by the United Nations
Statistics Division of | M- trade data
for total inports and exports, unit
val ues/ price and vol une indexes for
publ i cation purposes.

Research into the use of Eurostat data
in COMTRADE and of use by CECD of
COMTRADE dat a.

Agreenent with the United Nations
Statistics Division proposal to
convert the Harnoni zed Commodity
Descri ption and Codi ng System (HS) 92
and HS 96 data to HS 88.
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Terns of reference

2. Assess problens, duplication

weaknesses,
gaps.

i mbal ances and priority

Achi evenent s

A report on the use of non-standard HS
codes for confidential and security
reasons.

Agreenent not to proceed with a forma
revision of the Standard Internationa
Trade C assification, revision 3
(SITC, Rev.3) in order to keep SITC in
line with HS but to circulate only
concor dance tabl es.

Research report by UNCTAD on a system
of trade deflators based on detail ed
bilateral commbdity trade data.

Contribution of experts from

i nternational organizations to two
trai ni ng workshops (i.e. Mscow and
Addi s Ababa).

Exchange of information on EUROTRACE
(Eurostat) and ASYCUDA ( UNCTAD) and
ot her technical cooperation projects
t o enhance coordination

A study has been undertaken to conpare
the trade data published by different

i nternational organizations for the
sane countries in order to identify
the reasons for discrepancies and to
make recommendati ons.



Terns of reference

3. Study how to carry out an

eval uation of the quality of the
statistics in the outputs, and carry
out such an evaluation as far as
possi bl e.
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Achi evenent s

Research by the United Nations
Statistics Division into sourcing
Eurostat data will reduce response
burden on national statistica

of fices, inprove tineliness in the
recei pt of data, reduce the cost of
processing by the Statistics Division
and provi de conparabl e data for

Eur opean Uni on (EU) nenbers in the
Comodi ty Trade Dat abase ( COMIRADE)
as well as conparability with data for
ot her countries in COMIRADE
Simlarly, OECD has undertaken
research into the use of COMIRADE f or
non- EU CECD countries. The United
Nations Statistics Division has
increased its use of |M total trade
data and unit val ue (see achi evenments
under item 1 above). The Statistics
Di vi si on has adopted | M- nationa
currency trade values and indexes for
nearly all countries, and is currently
addressing the issue of divergency in
dol | ar conversi ons.

A questionnaire on country reporting
practi ces of merchandi se trade has
been devel oped and the results
publ i shed.

Proposal s have been nade to the Wrld
Custonms Organi zation (WO for the
separate identification in the

Har noni zed Commodi ty Description and
Codi ng System (HS) of goods for
mlitary use.

Menbers of the Task Force have been
actively involved in the revisions of
HS at WO, and in activities rel ated
to the inplications and requirements
of trade agreenents.

See al so achi evenents under item4
bel ow.
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Terns of reference

4. Review the publications issued by
each organi zation in the field of
statistics, and nmake recommendati ons,
t aki ng account of the needs of the
range of users.

5. Take agreed actions to inprove the
systemw de work in the area
including its coordination

Achi evenent s

An in-depth review of sone 71
publications on trade statistics has
been undertaken by the United Nations
Statistics Division with the objective
of identifying conmmnalities in output
and timng, and the nost notable

di screpancies in reported data. A
further concern was the relationship
anong the buil ding bl ocks (aggregates)
in the different publications. The
findings were that the publication of
aggregate totals in a range of
publ i cations were useful to users;

di f ferent aggregati ons were designed
to meet different needs; and although
di fferences in nunmbers exist, there is
a broad degree of consistency that is
i mproving as reconciliation exercises
are conpl eted and comon sourci ng of
data is increased.

Wth the introduction of HS data,
rationalization of the content of the
COMTRADE dat abase has taken place in
terns of the different versions of the
St andard I nternational Trade
Classification (SITC) and HS

Ongoi ng work of WCO in the devel opnent
of a commodity database and of
standard units of quantity wll

i mprove the quality of the content of
COMTRADE

A W ndows- based personal conputer user
interface for COMIRADE was devel oped
jointly by the United Nations
Statistics Division and the

I nternational Conputing Centre.

Data is regul arly exchanged between
I MF and the United Nations Statistics
Di vision for publication purposes.

HS now i ncl udes details for petrol eum
products. Regarding price and vol une
i ndices, it has been agreed that 1990
will be selected as the base year for
statistical series.



Terns of reference

6. Report to the Wirking Goup at its
next session on actions taken and/or
present proposals and unresol ved

i ssues for action by the Wrking

G oup.

7. On the basis of the (descriptive)
i ntegrated work progranme of
statistics and rel ated docunentation
nmake an effort to identify weaknesses,
gaps and inbal ances on the current
programme. In such a process,
budgetary questions shoul d be taken
into account.

8. In addition to continuing efforts
to reduce the tinme | ag between the
observation period and the nonment of
di ssemi nation of structural and
detailed statistics, for some
statistical subjects consider the
possibility of collecting and

di ssem nating nore recent statistica
information (main indicators).
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Achi evenent s

The World Bank's TARS software for
COMIRADE has been redesigned, in a
conparative effort by the United
Nations Statistics D vision, the
United Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opnent, and the Worl d Bank

A CD- ROVt based integrated dat abase
application has been devel oped jointly
by the Wrld Bank and WO

The Task Force periodically reports to
the Statistical Commission and its
Wor ki ng G oup.

Budgetary constraints of sone of the
participating agenci es have resulted
in delays and cutbacks in the origina
work plan of the Task Force. In
particular, work on estinmation

t echni ques had to be stopped and the
future of work on trade deflators is
uncert ai n.

Efforts have been made to inprove
tinely publication and consistency in
the estimates for total exports and
imports that are now exchanged on a
regul ar basi s anpbng agenci es.
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(d) Inter-agency task force on finance statistics

(Convener:

Terns of reference

1. Determine work being done in the
specified area by the organizations

i nvol ved on nethods, collection
conpi |l ati on, processing and

di ssem nation and technica
cooperation, although it is recognized
t hat techni cal cooperation nay not
lend itself to treatnent on a subject-
by- subj ect basis but may need to be
reviewed in an integrated way.

2. On the basis of an integrated
presentation of work programes,
assess problens, duplication
weaknesses, inbal ances and priority

gaps.

I VF)

Achi evenent s

The Task Force has conducted a survey
of international organizations to

det erm ne work being done in finance
statistics and the scope of ongoi ng
techni cal assi stance progranmmes.

In addition to the survey of

i nternational organizations, the Task
Force has corresponded with the
authorities (national statistica
offices, mnistries of finance and
central banks) in a nunber of

i ndustrial and devel oping countries to
determi ne their concerns, both as
producers and users of finance
statistics. The Task Force has noted
t he consi derabl e and probably

i ncreasi ng degree of data-sharing
anong i nternational organizations, and
has drawn attention to the devel opnent
of statistical nethodologies in
finance statistics (bal ance of
paynents, governnent finance and
nonetary and financial statistics) to
make them consistent with the 1993
SNA. The Task Force has concl uded
that the work progranmmes of

i nternational organizations in finance
statistics are reasonably well

coordi nated and focused on user needs.



Terns of reference

3. Study how to carry out an

eval uation of the quality of the

dat abases mai ntai ned by internationa
organi zati ons, and carry out such an
eval uation as far as possible.

4. Review the publications issued by
each organization, and nake
reconmendati ons concerning the need
for a guide to finance statistics,
taki ng account of the needs of the
range of users.

5. ldentify actions needed to inprove
the systemw de work in the area
including its coordination

6. Report on actions taken, present
proposal s, and unresol ved issues for
action by the Wirking G oup.

7. In addition to continuing efforts
to reduce the tinme lag in publication
consi der the need and scope for

di ssem nating nore recent statistica

i nformation, possibly in the form of

i ndi cat ors.
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Achi evenent s

As a result of its survey of

i nternational organizations and its
correspondence with users, the Task
Force has concl uded that internationa
organi zati ons, through their
statistical publications in finance
statistics, have played a useful role
i n suppl ementing national statistica
publications. The Task Force has
concl uded that user needs are being
met .

The Task Force does not see a need for
a guide to finance statistics.

The Task Force has concl uded that the
wor k of international organizations in
finance statistics is generally well
coor di nat ed.

A witten report was subnitted to the
Statistical Commssion at its twenty-
ei ghth session, together with a
sunmary of di scussions at the second
neeting of the Task Force. A second
witten report of the Task Force is
bef ore the Commi ssi on.

The Task Force has concl uded t hat
finance statistics are published by

i nternational organizations on a
tinely basis. The Task Force does see
a need for additional indicators in
finance statistics to be included in
the statistical publications of

i nternational organizations.
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(e) ILnter-agency Task Force on National Accounts

(Convener: | SWGNA)

Terns of reference

1. Determine work being done in the
specified area by the organizations

i nvol ved on nethods, collection
conpi |l ati on, processing and

di ssem nation and technica
cooperation, although it is recognized
t hat techni cal cooperati on nay not
lend itself to treatnent on a subject-
by- subj ect basis but may need to be
reviewed in an integrated way.

2. Assess problens, duplication
weaknesses, inbal ances and priority

gaps.

3. Study how to carry out an

eval uation of the quality of the
statistics in the outputs, and carry
out such an evaluation as far as
possi bl e.

4. Review the publications issued by
each organization in the field of
statistics, and make recomrendati ons,
taki ng account of the needs of the
range of users.

Achi evenent s

The | SWENA support system consi sts of:
(a) manual s, handbooks, conpilation
manual s and software in support of
nati onal accounting conpilation

(b) meetings, training semnars and
wor kshops, ad hoc and programmed
courses in national accounts and

rel ated subjects, and training
materials for use in those countries;
(c) research activities designed to
sol ve conceptual and practica
problens in inplenmenting the new
system (d) technical cooperation
projects in individual countries.

| SWGNA nmonitors the activities of its
nenber organi zations, including the
regi onal comm ssions, in providing a
support system for hel ping countries
to i nplement the System of Nationa
Accounts (SNA). |SWENA regularly
reviews the activities of its menbers
to identify gaps, avoid duplication
and devel op comon standards and
recomrendat i ons.

| SWENA, with the support of the

regi onal comm ssions, has conducted a
country survey on SNA i npl enentation
pl ans and needs for internationa
support. | SWENA has al so defined

m | estones to characterize the degree
of SNA inpl ementation for each

i ndi vi dual country.

| SWENA regul arly di scusses al
proposed net hodol ogi cal publications
of any of its five nenber
organi zati ons.



5. Take agreed actions to inprove the
systemw de work in the area
including its coordination

Terns of reference

6. Report to the Wrking Goup at its
next session on actions taken and/or
present proposals and unresol ved

i ssues for action by the Wrking

G oup.

7. On the basis of the (descriptive)
i ntegrated work programe of
statistics and rel ated docunentati on
nmake an effort to identify weaknesses,
gaps and inbal ances on the current
programe. |n such a process,
budgetary questions shoul d be taken
into account.

8. In addition to continuing efforts
to reduce the tinme | ag between the
observation period and the nonment of
di ssemi nation of structural and
detailed statistics, for some
statistical subjects consider the
possibility of collecting and

di ssem nating nore recent statistica
information (main indicators).
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| SWGNA has agreed on a common
guestionnaire system under which each
country responds to only one

i nternational organization reporting
nati onal accounts dat a.

Achi evenent s

The Task Force periodically reports to
the Statistical Conmission and its

Wor ki ng Group, giving an integrated
presentation of its menbers' work
programes in support of SNA

i mpl enent ati on.

See achi evenents under item 2 above.

| SWENA has no mandate to reviewits
nenber organi zations' publication of
dat a.

(f) Lnter-agency Task Force on Price Statistics including
the International Conparison Progranme
(Convener: Eurostat)
Terns of reference Achi evenent s
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1. Determine work being done in the
specified area by the organizations

i nvol ved on met hods, collection
conpi |l ati on, processing and

di ssem nation and technica
cooperation, although it is recognized
t hat technical cooperation may not
lend itself to treatnent on a subject-
by- subj ect basis but may need to be
reviewed in an integrated way.

2. Assess problens, duplication
weaknesses, inbal ances and priority

gaps.

Connection between the I CP and

nati onal consumner price indexes (CPlIs)
is currently underplayed. The Task
Force could act as a stinmulant in
openi ng up and establ i shi ng pernanent
i nks between the | CP and nationa

CPI s.



Terns of reference

3. Study how to carry out an

eval uation of the quality of the
statistics in the outputs, and carry
out such an evaluation as far as
possi bl e.

4. Review the publications issued by
each organi zation in the field of
statistics, and nmake recommendati ons,
taki ng account of the needs of the
range of users.

5. Take agreed actions to inprove the
systemw de work in the area
including its coordination

6. Report to the Wirking Goup at its
next session on actions taken and/or
present proposals and unresol ved

i ssues for action by the Wrking

G oup.

7. On the basis of the (descriptive)
i ntegrated work progranme of
statistics and rel ated docunentati on
nake an effort to identify weaknesses,
gaps and inbal ances on the current
programme. In such a process,

budget ary questi ons shoul d be taken
into account.

8. Besides the continuation of
efforts to reduce the tinme | ag between
t he observation period and the nonent
of di ssem nation of structural and
detailed statistics, for some
statistical subjects consider the
possibility of collecting and

di ssem nating nore recent statistica
information (main indicators).
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Achi evenent s

The Task Force periodically reports to

the Statistical
Wor ki ng G oup.

Commi ssion and its
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(g9) ILnter-agency Task Force on Service Statistics

Convener:

Terns of reference

1. Determine work being done in the
specified area by the organizations

i nvol ved on nethods, collection
conpi |l ati on, processing and

di ssem nation and technica
cooperation, although it is recognized
t hat techni cal cooperation nay not
lend itself to treatnent on a subject-
by- subj ect basis but may need to be
reviewed in an integrated way.

2. Assess problens, duplication
weaknesses, inbal ances and priority

gaps.

3. Study how to carry out an

eval uation of the quality of the
statistics in the outputs, and carry
out such an evaluation as far as
possi bl e.

4. Review the publications issued by
each organization in the field of
statistics, and make recomrendati ons,
taki ng account of the needs of the
range of users.

5. Take agreed actions to inprove the
systemw de work in the area
including its coordination

6. Report to the Wirking Goup at its
next session on actions taken and/or
present proposals and unresol ved

i ssues for action by the Wrking

G oup.

7. On the basis of the (descriptive)
i ntegrated work progranme of
statistics and rel ated docunentati on
nake an effort to identify weaknesses,
gaps and inbal ances on the current
programme. In such a process,
budgetary questi ons shoul d be taken
into account.

CECD

Achi evenent s

Wrk has focused on the statistica
requi renents of the General Agreenent
on Trade in Services (GATS). Wrk on
ot her kinds of service statistics,
such as statistics of production and
enpl oyment in service industries, wll
depend on the findings of the

i nvestigation currently being
conducted by the United Nations
Statistics Division.

The Task Force periodically reports to
the Statistical Commission and its
Wor ki ng G oup.



Terns of reference

8. In addition to continuing efforts
to reduce the time | ag between the
observation period and the noment of
di ssem nation of structural and
detailed statistics, for sone
statistical subjects consider the
possibility of collecting and

di ssem nating nore recent statistica
i nformati on (main indicators).

V. PO NTS FOR DI SCUSSI ON

11. The Conm ssion may w sh to:
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Achi evenent s

(a) Consider the achievenments of the various task forces since their

est abl i shnment ;

(b) Decide on the continuation of the work of each task force.

Not es

1 See Oficial Records of the Econom c and Socia

Counci |,

1993, Suppl enent

No. 6 (E/ 1993/ 26).

2 See E/CN. 3/1993/21, paras. 53, 65 and 68.



