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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The CGeneral Assenbly, in its resolution 50/142 of 21 Decenber 1995,
requested the Secretary-General to report to at its fifty-second session,

t hrough the Conm ssion for Social Devel opment and the Econom ¢ and Soci al
Council, on the progress nmade on the followup to the International Year of the
Fam |y, taking into account the pronotion of integrated reporting. It also
requested the Secretary-General to prepare a conprehensive docunment containing
the fam ly-related provisions fromthe outcone of the Wrld Summt for Children
the United Nations Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent, the Wrld
Conference on Human Rights, the International Conference on Popul ation and
Devel opnent, the World Sunmmt for Social Devel opment, the Fourth World

Conf erence on Wnen and the United Nations Conference on Human Settl ements
(Habitat 1l1) to be submtted to the Conmission for Social Devel opnent at its
thirty-fifth session.

2. The present report provides an analysis of the famly-rel ated provisions
fromthe outcone of the above-cited conferences, describes followup activities
to the International Year of the Famly at all levels and contains specific
proposals for followup action by the Secretariat.

1. SUMVARY AND SUGGESTI ONS

3. The international community, in its search for a new integrated approach to
devel opnent, organi zed a nunber of international conferences in the 1990s.

These included the World Summit for Children, which adopted the Wrld

Decl aration on the Survival, Protection and Devel opnent of Children and the Pl an
of Action for Inplenenting the Wirld Declaration;?® the United Nations Conference
on Environnment and Devel opnent, which adopted Agenda 21;2 the World Conference
on Human Rights, which adopted the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action;?
the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, which adopted the
Programe of Action on Popul ati on and Devel opnent;* the Wrld Summit for Socia
Devel opnent, which adopted the Copenhagen Decl aration and Programre of Action;?®
the Fourth Worl d Conference on Wnen, which adopted the Beijing Declaration and
Platformfor Action;® and Habitat |I, which adopted the Istanbul Declaration and
Habi tat Agenda.’ Each agenda, plan or programme of action contained
recomendati ons and provisions related to famly issues which were seen as

i ntegral components of devel opnent.

4. The conferences reflect the growi ng consensus in the global commnity on
the integrated, holistic nature of econom c and social progress and devel opnent.
VWi | e each conference has a distinct focus, all are part of a shared perception
of devel opment which entails recognition of the inportance of sustainable

devel opnent, a special focus on the human person as the agent and beneficiary of
devel opnent, and an enphasis on enpowernent, participation and inclusiveness.
Mor eover, the new approach to devel opnent, which places people at the centre,

al so introduces the notion of "cross-cutting issues" in devel opnent.

5. In discussing fam |y issues, the conferences start fromthe prem se that
the famly is the basic unit of society and the vortex of concerns for
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sust ai nabl e devel opnent. The conferences reinforce the interrel ationship
between famly well-being and sustai nabl e devel opnent, particularly by
encouragi ng actions directed to integrating a famly-sensitive approach to

devel opnent strategies and recognizing that the famly is entitled to the w dest
possi bl e protection and support.

6. Agreed hunman rights instruments are seen as inportant guides to inprove
famly | egislation, develop or reinforce famly policy or establish institutions
or administrative practices to support famlies. The conferences al so revea
that the concept of human rights is relevant to the fanmily at several |evels:

(a) the individual’s right to have a famly (e.g., reproductive rights); (b) the
individual's rights within the famly (e.g., rights of children and wonen); and
(c) the famly's rights with reference to its environnent (e.g., vis-a-vis the
State).

7. The core theme, strengthening famlies, is comon to all conferences. Al
address the challenge that famly needs are net, that the institution of the
famly is strengthened, and that the stability of the famly is pronoted through
t he enmpowernent of families. Miltifaceted and intersectoral efforts to support
famlies and provide programres to protect them are suggested. All conferences
stress the need for intra-famlial as well as public famly support systens.

The conferences nmake specific references to fam ly-sensitive policies and famly
support systens, such as flexible working hours, part-tinme enploynment, work-
sharing, public or publicly subsidized child care, parental |eave, socia
security, disability benefits and assistance to fanmilies to care for dependants,
and famly wel fare.

8. Particular attention to the protection of children is underlined. The R o,
Cairo and Copenhagen conferences reaffirnmed the agenda for children. The Vienna
Conference urged universal ratification of the Convention on the R ghts of the
Child by 1995. Al conferences stressed that every child has the right to be
nurtured and protected by its famly and that famlies and society nust work
together to inprove the situation and protect the rights of all children,
particularly those in especially difficult circunstances, for exanple children
in areas of armed conflict, children who | ack adequate fam |y support, urban
street children, abandoned children, children with disabilities, children
addicted to narcotic drugs, and the girl child. Al children nmust have access
to food, shelter, education and health care.

9. The enpower ment of women is another common core thene. The conferences
poi nt out that women and men nust have equal rights, opportunities and access to
resources, and nust share equally responsibilities within the famly. The
concept of gender equality, stressed by the conferences, was essential if
famlies were to be at the centre of social devel opnent. The conferences noted
that anong the nobst denmanding daily aspects of life for many famli es,
especi al ly single-parent and fenal e-headed fanmlies, is finding a bal ance

bet ween work and familial responsibilities. They call for a true partnership
bet ween nen and wonen in famly life and recommend acti ons such as enacting and
enforcing | egal and policy neasures to forbid discrimnatory practices agai nst
wonmen and the girl child, ratifying the Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Forms of Discrimnation against Wnen and the Convention on the R ghts of the
Child, elimnating gender-based discrimnation before the law (notably with
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respect to | egal provisions for inheritance, marriage, child custody and
property ownership), and devel opi ng enpl oynent policies that enable both male
and femal e workers to achieve a satisfactory bal ance between work and pronoting
responsi bl e fatherhood.

10. The eradication of poverty is another conmmon core theme. The conferences
enphasi ze the need to better understand the causes of poverty and pl ace poverty
eradi cation as a central devel opnment priority. Various references were nade to
the fact that poverty is the main cause of social exclusion, and in al nost all
societies it threatens the ability of famlies to neet the needs of their
nenbers. Poverty perneates all aspects of famly life and poor famlies bear a
particularly |large burden. The conferences recommend in this context, the
adoption of policies that strengthen the family and contribute to its stability.

11. To summarize, the ngjor significance of the global conferences to famly

i ssues and the subsequent attention to the famly dinension in devel opnment
efforts is the new enphasis placed on inplenenting and translating increased
awar eness into tangible measures. In this connection, pursuant to Genera
Assenbly resolution 50/142, the follow ng recommendations are nade in the spirit
of the decisions of the conferences, as well as the objectives of the
International Year of the Famly:

(a) Governments are encouraged to consider devel opi ng fam | y-inpact
assessnents in their devel opnment activities and to fornulate, inplenment and
evaluate fam |ly-sensitive policies, programmes and strategies in accordance with
the objectives inplicit in the International Year of the Famly. This would
necessitate establishing or strengthening appropriate national nmechanisns in
respect of famlies;

(b) In viewof the nultisectoral nature of the famly topic, and the need
to pronote the integrated treatnment of social devel opnent issues, the
el aboration of famly-sensitive policies and programes shoul d receive
appropriate attention in the framework of the agenda of the Conm ssion for
Soci al Devel opnent, in particular during the period 1997-2000;

(c) The activities of the focal point in the United Nati ons systemto
pronote famly issues at all levels, as successor to the secretariat of the
International Year of the Family, should concentrate on issues related to the
i mpl ementation of famly-related provisions of the international declarations
and plans of action of the global conferences of the 1990s.

1. COVWON CORE THEMES WTHI N THE FAM LY- SPECI FI C PROVI SI ONS
OF THE GLOBAL CONFERENCES OF THE 1990s

12. The conferences covered a broad array of famly-related i ssues. These nay
be summari zed under five core thenmes: human rights; strengthening famlies;
situation and needs of the child; advancenent of wonen; and poverty eradication
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A, Human rights

13. The World Sunmt for Children attached great inportance to the famly and
to the famly's responsibility for caring for the child and for creating

condi tions conducive to the enjoynent of his or her rights. The Plan of Action
descri bes an adequate famly environnent as the only appropriate context for the
survival, protection and devel opnent of the child. The Wirld Declaration and

Pl an of Action®' adopted by the World Summit for Children urge all Governnents to
promote the earliest possible ratification of the Convention on the Ri ghts of
the Child.

14. The Rio Declaration on Environment and Devel opnent?® procl ai ned the "right
to devel opnent” as a means of equitably neeting devel opnental and environmenta
needs of present and future generations. It was noted, in Agenda 21,2 that
actions are needed to contribute to the pronotion of sustainable |ivelihoods and
environnental protection. Such actions would focus on the areas of educati on,
shelter, health care and the advancenment of wonen. Specific reference is made
to the relevant provisions of international instruments such as the Wrld

Decl aration on the Survival, Protection and Devel opnent of Children and the
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnnation agai nst Wmen.

Al so, Agenda 21 proposed that CGovernnents consider adopting, strengthening and
enforcing | egislation prohibiting violence agai nst wonen and i npl ementi ng
neasures and programes on the issues of responsi bl e parenthood.

15. The Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action® reaffirned basic principles
governing international human rights activities, set out specific goals on a

wi de nunber of areas and identified various nmethods to achieve them The
Programme of Action adopted an integrated approach to the pronotion and
protection of all human rights. |Its inportance lies in its protection of

i ndi vi dual menbers of famlies and in advocating the positive role famlies
could play in the pronotion and protection of human rights.

16. The Cairo Programme of Action,* in chapter 5 entitled "The famly, its
roles, rights, conposition and structure", focuses on the promption of equality
of opportunity for famly menbers, especially the rights of children and wonen
inthe famly. It calls on Governnents to elimnate all forns of coercion and
discrimnation in policies and programmes. The reproductive rights of couples
and individuals to decide freely and responsi bly the nunber, spacing and tim ng
of their children is posed as central to governnent- and comunity-supported
policies and programres. Mreover, |egislation and other neasures are
reconmended to assist vulnerable families.

17. In the Copenhagen Decl aration and Progranme of Action,® it is acknow edged
that the famly plays a key role in social devel opnent and, as such, should be
strengthened, with attention to the rights, capabilities and responsibilities of
its menbers. Both call for creating an economc, political, social, cultura
and | egal environnent that will enable people to achieve social devel opnent.
Both call for fostering societies based on the pronotion and protection of al
human rights. The Programme of Action urges Governnents to pronote attitudes,
structures, policies, laws and practices which elimnate inequality in the
famly
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18. The advancenent of human rights within the famly, equal rights and
responsi bilities of individual nenbers of famlies, gender equality, the role of
the father and protection and devel opnent of children are issues of centra
significance to the specific targets set forth in the Platformfor Action®
adopted by the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wonen. The human rights of wonmen is a
strategi c objective of the Platform which contains specific reference to
reproductive rights of wonen, and freedom from di scrim nation, coercion and

vi ol ence. The Pl atform suggests, inter alia, that in addressing the enjoynent
of human rights, Governnents should pronote a policy of mainstream ng a gender
perspective in all policies and progranmes. The Beijing Declaration® reaffirms
the international community's conmmtment to ensuring the full inplenentation of
the human rights of wonen and of the girl child.

19. The Istanbul Declaration and the Habitat Agenda’ focus on adequate shelter
for all as a basic human right. The Istanbul Declaration! reaffirms two basic
commitments: a better standard of living and the full realization of the right
to adequate housing, as provided for in international instruments. The Habitat
Agenda®® proclainms that all persons have the right to an adequate standard of
living for thenselves and their famlies, including adequate food, clothing,
housi ng, water and sanitation and the continuous inprovenment of |iving
conditions. Furthernore, the Habitat Agenda states that the famly is entitled
to receive conprehensive protection and that the rights, capabilities and
responsibilities of famly menbers nmust be respected. Society should facilitate
its integration, reunification, preservation, inprovenent and protection within
adequate shelter and with access to basic services.

B. Strengthening famlies

20. The World Sunmmt for Children discussed the fanmly's changi ng capacity and
conpetence, its strength and weaknesses, its nurturing role and its role as an
agent of change. The World Declaration and the Plan of Action® recognize that
strengthening famlies is achieved by strengthening the role and status of
woren, providing universal access to basic education and literacy, including
conpl etion of primary education or equival ent |earning achi evenent, reducing the
current disparities between boys and girls, reducing adult illiteracy,
increasing female literacy, vocational training and preparation for enpl oynent
and increased acquisition of know edge, skills and val ues through al

educational channels, including nodern and traditional conmmunication nmedia, to
i nprove the quality of life of children and families.

21. The United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel oprent hi ghli ghted
the close relationship between the environnent and devel opnent, and between the

patterns of behaviour and attitudes of different segnents of society - including
the famly - and sustainabl e devel opnent. It highlighted the rol e of househol ds
in achieving the goals of sustainability. In the context of addressing

denogr aphi ¢ dynam cs and sustainability, it nmade reconmendations relating to
famly welfare, famly credit schenes, the responsible planning of famly size
and responsi bl e parent hood. 2

22. The Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action® underline the role of the
| egal and | egislative domain to strengthen communities and famlies. Particular

/...
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reference is made to: (a) strengthening both national and internationa
mechani sns and progranmes to this end; (b) urging the early ratification of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and its effective inplenmentation; and

(c) the inmportance of human rights education progranmes.

23. The Programe of Action adopted by the International Conference on

Popul ati on and Devel opnent* reaffirmed that the famly is the nucl eus of

society, with the right to be protected by society and the State. It called for
support to the nmost vulnerable famlies, and the formulation of famly-sensitive
policies in such areas as health, education, enploynment, housing and soci al
security. It further stressed the inportance of closing the gender gap in
primary and secondary education, reducing maternal nortality rates and providing
access to reproductive health.

24. The Copenhagen Decl aration and Progranme of Action® recognized the famly
as the basic unit of society and acknow edged that it plays a key role in socia
devel opnent and as such shoul d be strengthened. Wthin the conmtnments of
Copenhagen, four policy areas to strengthen the famly were identified:
policies that ensure that all people have adequate econom ¢ and socia
protection during unenploynent, ill health, maternity, child rearing, w dowhood,
disability and old age; policies that enable people to conbine their paid work
with their famly responsibilities; institutions that enhance socia

i ntegration, recognizing the central role of the famly; pronoting changes in
attitudes, structures, policies, laws and practices to elimnate all obstacles
to equality in the famly as well as pronoting equal partnership between wonen
and men in famly and community life.

25. In the Beijing Declaration,® the Wrld Conference voiced its conviction
that equal rights, opportunities and access to resources, equal sharing of
responsibilities for the famly by nmen and wonmen and a harnoni ous rel ationship
between themare critical to famly well-being. The Platformfor Action® calls
upon Governments to: (a) adopt policies to ensure the appropriate protection of
| abour | aws and social security benefits; (b) pronote career devel opnent based
on work conditions that harnonize work and famly responsibilities; (c) enact
famly-sensitive legislation; (d) design and provide educational programes to
rai se awareness on gender equality; (e) integrate gender perspectives in

| egi sl ation, public policies, programres and projects; (f) strengthen the role
of the famly in inproving the status of the girl child by fornulating nationa
policies and programres to help the famly in its supporting, educating and
nurturing roles; and (g) educate parents and care givers to treat girls and boys
equal ly and to ensure shared responsibilities between them

26. In the Habitat Agenda,'? it is underlined that the famly is the basic unit
of society and as such should be strengthened and is entitled to receive

conpr ehensi ve protection and support. Human settlenments planni ng shoul d take
into account the constructive role of the famly in the design, devel opnent and
managenment of such settlenents. Society should facilitate, as appropriate, al
necessary conditions for the famly's integration, reunification, preservation

i nprovenent and protection within adequate shelter and with access to basic
services and a sustainable livelihood. |In this regard, the Habitat Agenda
cont ai ns numer ous suggestions for action, such as ensuring | egal protection from
discrimnation in access to shelter and basic services; helping the famly in

/...



A 52/ 57
E/ 1997/ 4
Engl i sh
Page 9

its supporting, educating and nurturing roles; and encouragi ng social and
econom ¢ policies that are designed to neet the housing needs of famlies and
their individual nmenbers.

C. Situation and needs of the child

27. The World Summt for Children discussed the fanmly' s changi ng capacity and
conpetence, its strengths and weaknesses, its nurturing role and its role as an
agent of change. The strategic inportance of famlies in the survival,

devel opnent and protection of children is underlined, notably with respect to
the role of famlies in socialization, education, protection and the

i ntergenerational transm ssion of culture and values. The Plan of Action! calls
for giving children the chance to find their identity and realize their worth in
a safe and supportive environment, through famlies and other care givers
commtted to their welfare.

28. Agenda 21,2 noting that health and devel opnent are intinmately

i nterconnected and, urging CGovernnments to neet the basic health needs of
children, identified the famly as having a primary role in protecting children
CGovernnments are urged, inter alia, to ratify the Convention on the Rights of the
Child; pronpte primary environmental care activities that address the basic
needs of children and the comunity; and inprove the environnent for children at
t he househol d | evel.

29. The inportance of the Vienna Declaration lies in its enphasis on the
protection of individual nmenbers of famlies and the positive role famlies can
play in the pronotion and protection of human rights. The Programe of Action?
notes that the famly nmerits broader protection in order to provide an adequate
environnent for the full and harnoni ous devel opnent of children. Speci al

i mportance is also given to protecting the rights of the girl child and of
children in especially difficult circunstances.

30. The Cairo Programme of Action* contains a nunber of quantitative goals in
the field of education, health, reproductive health and fam |y pl anning,
including the followi ng: access to prinmary education; closing the gender gap in
primary and secondary education; reducing infant nortality rates; reducing
maternal nortality rates; access to reproductive health and neeting famly

pl anni ng needs. It stresses that the w dest possible protection and assistance
shoul d be accorded to the famly, as it is responsible for the care and
educati on of dependent children

31. The Copenhagen Programre of Action®® contains nunerous references to the
child and the famly. 1t calls for addressing the needs of children in
especially difficult circunstances and protecting themby, inter alia, pronoting
famly stability and providing mutual support; pronoting social support

i ncluding good quality child care and working conditions that all ow both parents
to reconcile parenthood with working life; and supporting and involving famly
organi zations in comunity activities.

32. The Beijing Platformfor Action® underlines the conditions of the girl
child and calls for action to be taken to elimnate all forns of discrimnation

/...
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agai nst her. The education of parents, the protection by fam |y nenbers of the
rights of the girl child and the need for support services to famlies are
enphasi zed. The Platformfor Action calls upon Governnents to strengthen the
role of the famly in inproving the status of the girl child by formulating
appropriate famly-friendly policies and programes and providing an environnent
conduci ve to the strengthening of the famly

33. It is noted, in the Habitat Agenda, ** that human beings are at the centre of
concern for sustainabl e devel opnent and that all persons have the right to an
adequate standard of living for thenselves and their famlies. |In this context,

it proposes the provision of shelter and of basic services and facilities for

t he education and health care of children who are survivors of famly viol ence.
The Habitat Agenda reaffirnms and is guided, as appropriate, by the Convention on
the Rights of the Child.

D. Advancenent of wonen

34. The Plan of Action® adopted by the Wrld Sumnmit for Children focuses on
strengthening the role and status of wonen by pronoting responsibl e planning of
famly size, child spacing, breastfeeding and safe notherhood. Another area of
concern is the lack of access of girls and wonen to basic education and
literacy. The Plan of Action calls for increased acquisition of know edge,
skills and val ues, through all educational channels, to inprove the quality of
l[ife of famlies.

35. Agenda 212% stresses the necessity of active participation and invol verrent

of women in its inplementation. It devotes a chapter to wonmen and sustai nabl e
devel opnent and calls for a global strategy to elimnate political, |egal,
cultural, social and econom c obstacles to wonen’s full participation in
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. In its advocacy of achieving equality in all aspects

of society, Agenda 21 touches upon the need for responsible planning of famly
size and services, responsible parenthood, progranmes to pronmpte the reduction
of the heavy workl oad at hone, the sharing of household tasks by nen and wonen
on an equal basis, programmes to support and strengthen equal enpl oynent
opportunities, and adequate support systens, including parental |eave.

36. In the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action,?® Governnents and
institutions were urged to intensify their efforts for the protection and
promotion of the human rights of wonmen. The Programme of Action gave specia

i nportance to the integration of the status and human rights of wonen and to
strengthening the protection of wonen's rights. It reaffirnmed, on the basis of
equal ity between nen and wonen, a woman’s right to accessible and adequate

heal th care and the wi dest range of famly planning services, as well as equa
access to education at all levels. In this regard, famlies have a major role
to play, particularly in creating a suitable environment and by pronoting the
respect, learning and practice of basic human rights.

37. The Cairo Programme of Action* highlights the necessity of gender equality
inthe famly. It calls for equal participation of wonen and nmen in famly
responsibilities - famly planning, child-rearing and housework. 1t underlines
the inperative of enpowering girls and wonen as a neans of achieving sustainabl e

/...



A 52/ 57
E/ 1997/ 4
Engl i sh
Page 11

devel opnent. C oser attention to single-parent famlies, especially those
headed by wonen, was encouraged. The Programme of Action recogni zed the need to
integrate famly planning activities into the broader context of reproductive
health. It reaffirned the basic human right of all couples and individuals to
decide freely and responsi bly the nunmber and spacing of their children

38. In the Copenhagen Decl aration and Programme of Action,® it was noted that
worren carry a di sproportionate share of the problens attendant to poverty,
soci al disintegration and unenploynment. It was al so recogni zed that emnpowering
worren to strengthen their own capacities was a main objective of devel opnent and
a principal resource to that end. |In discussing the goals of full enploynent,
eradi cati ng poverty and ensuring social integration, the Copenhagen Decl aration
hi ghlighted the role of wonen. This was particularly enphasized by

commitment 5, which underlined the need to pronote full respect for hunman
dignity and to achieving equality and equity between wonmen and men, and to
enhance the participation and | eadership roles of wonen in political, civil,
econom c, social and cultural life and in devel opnment. The Progranme of Action
stresses such neasures as pronoting changes in attitudes, structures, policies,
laws and practices relating to equality in the famly and in society, and
pronoting full and equal access by wonen to literacy education, training and
heal th servi ces.

39. The Beijing Declaration and the Platformfor Action® highlighted the fact
that women play a critical role in the famly, and set targets for wonen's ful
participation in economc and political decision-nmaking, exam ning inequality
bet ween the sexes as a human rights issue, and intensifying internationa
efforts to elimnate all forns of discrimnation and vi ol ence agai nst wonen.
The Decl aration and the Platform focused, inter alia, on poverty and wonen;
unequal access to and i nadequate health-care services and education
opportunities; violence against wonmren and | ack of awareness of, and conm t nment
to, internationally and nationally recogni zed wonen's rights.

40. Both the Habitat Agenda and the Istanbul Declaration’ noted that the
quality of life and the activities of all human beings within human settl ements
are closely interrelated with popul ati on change, denographic patterns, including
grow h, structure and distribution of popul ation, and devel opnent vari abl es such
as education, health and nutrition, the levels of use of natural resources, the
state of the environment and the pace and quality of econom c and socia

devel opnent. In their advocacy of a cross-sectoral approach to policy

devel opnent, particular attention was paid to the pronotion of gender
perspectives. Consequently, in recognition of the salient role wonen play in

i ntegrated human settl enent planni ng and devel opnent, the Habitat Agenda
underscored a variety of national-level actions such as renoving barriers and
eradi cating discrimnation in the provision of shelter, facilitating |and and
security of tenure for wonen, pronoting nechanisns for the protection of w dowed
wonmen, and ensuring the full participation of women in all decision-nmaking
processes, with particular regard to wonen in poverty.
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E. Poverty eradication

41. A major focus of the Declaration and the Plan of Action adopted by the
Wrld Sunmt for Children is child survival, protection and devel opnent.
Children living in poverty were cited, particularly children forced into

hazar dous | abour when famly income and purchasi ng power cannot provide for
their needs. The need for a global attack on poverty, which would have benefits
for the welfare of children and their famlies, particularly in devel opi ng and

| east devel oped countries, was stressed. The Plan of Action provides specific
actions directed at alleviating poverty in the areas of health, nutrition and
educati on.

42. Agenda 21 describes poverty as a "conplex nultidimensional problent. It
notes that the eradication of poverty and hunger, greater equity in incone
di stribution and human resources devel opnment renmain major challenges. It calls

for an anti-poverty strategy which focuses on resources, production and peopl e
and covers denographi ¢ i ssues, enhanced health care and education, the rights of
wonen, enpowering wormen and conmunities, and provision of services and access to
credit to poor famlies.

43. The Vi enna Programre of Action recognized the nmutually reinforcing
interrel ati onship between denocracy, devel opnent and respect for human rights
and focused attention on the inpact of extrene poverty and exclusion on the
enjoynment of human rights and the need for action to elimnate them The Vienna
Decl aration and Programme of Action recogni zed that wi despread extrene poverty
inhibits the full and effective enjoynment of human rights and urged its

i medi ate alleviation as a high priority for the international conmmunity. The
need to protect famlies, because of the central role that they play in
achieving the full and harnoni ous devel opnent of their individual nenbers,
particularly children, was al so highlighted.

44, The Cairo Programme of Action, in chapter 5 entitled "The famly, its
roles, rights, conposition and structure", identifies poverty as one cause of
great strain on the famly. It notes the existence of an increasing nunber of
vul nerable famlies and calls for necessary support and protection of the
famly, including the formulation of fam|ly-sensitive policies in the fields of
housi ng, work, health, social security and education.

45. The concept of poverty devel oped in the Copenhagen Decl aration and
Programme of Action is broad: it includes inadequate income, |ack of access to
education, health care and other anenities, and exclusion fromparticipation in
the life of the community. The Programe of Action enphasizes the need to focus
efforts on the elimnation of hunger and nmalnutrition, as well as on the
provision of food security, education, enploynent and |ivelihood, and prinmary
heal t h-care services, including reproductive health care. Special priority is
to be given to wonen and children, who often bear the greatest burden of

poverty. |t recomrends that overall econom c and social policies and programes
shoul d be examined with respect, inter alia, to their inpact on famly well -

bei ng.

46. The Beijing Platformfor Action describes poverty as having various
mani festations, including | ack of inconme and productive resources sufficient to

/...
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ensure a sustainable livelihood; hunger and malnutrition; ill health; limted or
| ack of access to education and other basic services; increasing norbidity and
mortality fromillness; honel essness and i nadequate housi ng; unsafe
environnents; social discrimnation and exclusion; and | ack of participation in
deci sion-making and in civil, social and cultural life. |In addition, the
Platformfor Action identifies the fem nization of poverty as well as the
poverty of | ow wage workers and people who fall outside fam |y support systens
as significant problens in many countries. The Platformfor Action underlines
the need to inprove the effectiveness of anti-poverty progranmes directed
towards the poorest and nost di sadvantaged groups of wonen and stressed that any
strategy for eradicating poverty necessitates a gender perspective.

47. The Habitat Agenda draws attention to the relationship between equitable
human settl enents, poverty eradication and strengthening the famly as the basic
unit of society. The Istanbul Declaration and the Agenda reaffirmthe
comitnent to the right to adequate housing, covering such issues as |ega
security of tenure, protection fromdiscrimnation and equal access to

af f or dabl e and adequate housing for all.

V. FOLLOW UP ACTI VI TIES TO THE | NTERNATI ONAL
YEAR OF THE FAM LY

A. National |eve

48. Since 1994, followup activities in many countries have been increasingly
based on international standards, notably the International Covenants on Human
Ri ghts, ' the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnation

agai nst Wonen, *® and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.*® Various
countries have ensured that relevant national |aws and adm nistrative procedures
reflect the reality of diverse forns of famlies

49. Responsibility for famly issues in many countries was conbined with, or
subsunmed by, ministries responsible for children, wonmen or social welfare
qguestions. A nunber of CGovernnents have established special mechani snms, such as
mnistries, departnents or committees on the famly, to pronote effective

nati onal action. These include Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, Austria,

Bel arus, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Chile, Colonbia, Costa R ca, Cyprus, Ecuador,
Egypt, Germany, Ghana, Italy, the Libyan Arab Janmhiriya, Luxenbourg, Mal aysia,
Mal ta, Mauritius, Mexico, New Zeal and, Norway, Portugal, the Philippines,

Rwanda, Sao Tone and Principe, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Thailand, Togo,
Tuni si a, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela and Zaire.

50. In Antigua and Barbuda, the Governnent is focusing on the unenpl oynent
situation in the country and its effects on famlies. Also, an education
programme in financial management for famly survival is under way.

51. The Austrian Federal Mnistry of Environment, Youth and Fam |y established
the Austrian Institute for Family Research to inprove conditions of fanmly life
and to pronote international cooperation on famly research. The Federa
Mnistry also initiated the Austrian Visitors' Programme for Studyi ng Exenpl ary
Fam |y Benefits and Fam |y Services, which offers an opportunity for
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representatives of devel oping countries to study famly issues and programes in
Austria for one week.

52. The Government of Bel arus has enacted | egislation concerning State

al l onances to famlies with children and on the rights of the child. A new

Fam |y Code was reviewed by the Supreme Council and a National Action Plan for

t he Advancenment of Wonen for the period 1996-2000 was adopted. A Departnent for
Fam |y and Gender Problens was established within the Social Wlfare Mnistry in
1995.

53. The Institute of Famly Wl fare within the Mnistry of Health of Col onbia
cel ebrated the "nmonth of the fam ly" between the second Sunday of May and the
second Sunday of June. The Institute organized, in Qctober 1996, an
International Seminar on Fam |y and Devel opnent in the Twenty-first Century.

54. Follow up activities undertaken by the Governnent of Cyprus included the
following: a twd-week semnar on donestic violence, in cooperation with

non- governmental organi zati ons; the observance of 15 May in 1995 and 1996 as the
International Day of Families; publicity, studies and academ c |ectures on
famly issues; and the establishnment of a Permanent Family Comittee.

55. The Mnistry of Social Affairs and the Inter-ministerial Child Commttee of
Denmar k have focused on ensuring an inproved bal ance between work and famly
life. 1In 1996, the Governnent set aside 175 mllion Dani sh kroner to assi st
famlies with children experiencing a crisis situation.

56. The Government of Fiji recently ratified the Convention on the R ghts of
the Child and the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Discrimnation
agai nst Wonen. A draft National Action Plan on the Family is under review. The
theme for 1995, which was the silver jubilee of Fiji's independence, was "The
famly, Fiji's hope". A Famly and Popul ation Activities Centre was established
to assist non-governmental organizations in integrating famly issues into their
pr ogr anmes.

57. In Finland, the Mnistries of Labour and Social Affairs and Health, in

col  aboration with the European Social Foundation, have | aunched a research and
devel opnent project on conbining work and famly life, to be conpleted by 1999.
Legislation in 1996 secured the right to nunicipal day-care centres for al
famlies with children under school -age.

58. In Ghana, an Intersectoral National Planning Conmttee, under the auspices
of the Mnistry of Enploynent and Social Welfare, was set up to plan and
i mpl ement fam |y programes.

59. The CGovernment of Malaysia formulated a National Action Plan for Ml aysian
Famlies. Also, famly issues are enphasized in the Seventh Ml aysia Pl an
(1996- 2000) .

60. In Malta, the Mnistry for Social Devel opnent created the Fam |y Study and
Research Comm ssion. A survey was carried out to determ ne the actual state of
Maltese families, with a viewto setting future policies.
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61. In New Zeal and, the Departnment of Social Welfare initiated a Socia
Services Strategy for 1995-2005, enphasizing the family. |In addition, the
following initiatives are envisaged: an Institute of Famly Studies to conduct
research and provide information; a Policy Unit to nmonitor policy proposals and
their inpact on famlies; an Ofice of the Commi ssioner for the Famly and
Children; and the devel opnent of New Zeal and Fanily Day into an annual event.

62. In the Philippines, a Presidential Executive Order in 1995 created the
Steering Conmttee for the Proper Cbservance of Family Wek (the fourth Sunday
of Septenber). Sixteen regional consultations were conducted to nonitor the
Plan of Action for the Filipino Famly. Anmong the activities to celebrate
Fam |y Week is the yearly search for outstanding Filipino famlies who have
denonstrated famly values in their daily lives. The Steering Committee has
deci ded to adopt an anti-pornography programe.

63. In Portugal, the H gh Comm ssion on the Pronotion of Equality and of the
Fam |y in 1996, organized neetings, dissem nated fam |y guidelines and provided
financial and technical assistance to various fam|ly-related non-governnenta
organi zations. |In addition, research on the famly, as well as |egislation on
strengthening the famly, has been initiated. |In 1995, Parlianent approved a
resolution underlining the vital role of the family and its right to protection
The Departnent for Famly Affairs, created in 1982, is charged with its

i mpl ement ati on.

64. The Government of Sao Tone and Principe is focusing on famly | aw and has
undertaken studies on famlies. |t has created centres for children of working
parents and initiated television and radio progranmmes on fam |y education.

65. In Singapore, a fam|y-values public education information package to help
| owincone famlies has been wi dely dissem nated. Since 1995, famly-life
educati on programmes have been carried out. The Mnistry of Community

Devel opnment, which runs the Fam |y Devel opnent Division and the Fam |y Support
Division, has initiated canpaigns, a national Fam |y Day, exhibitions and
simlar events.

66. In South Africa, a draft Wiite Paper for Social Wlfare, enphasizing the
famly, was initiated in 1996. A National Programe of Action for South African
Fam lies, Children and Youth is al so being devel oped as part of the Five-Year
Social Wl fare Action Plan. Moreover, progranmmes to conbat fam |y viol ence and
to celebrate National Family Day on 8 April are priorities.

67. In Thailand, the National Commttee on the Family was established within
the National Comm ssion on Wnen's Affairs. During 1995-1996, the Comittee
formul ated the Ten-Year Policies and Plans for the Devel opnent of the Famly.
It also financed local famly support activities in the provinces, reviewd
famly-related | aws and organi zed two semnars on famly issues in 1995 and
1996.

68. During 1995-1996, the Government of Tunisia established a Mnistry of
Wnen's and Fam |y Affairs, declared 11 Decenber National Fanily Day, and
created a National Council of Wnen.
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69. In Venezuela, the Mnistry of the Fam |y has assi sted non-governnenta
organi zati ons and conmuni ty-based groups to participate in social programes
concerned with famlies. It revised and adopted rel evant |egislation, and

strengt hened nmechani snms of followup to and eval uation of fam |y programmes and
polici es.

B. Regional |eve

70. The Econom c Comm ssion for Africa organi zed a one-day workshop to
celebrate the International Day of Famlies, on 15 May 1995. The wor kshop heard
| ectures on the situation of displaced famlies in Ethiopia, gender relations in
Et hiopian families and famly health. In 1996, ECA organized a Sem nar on the
Al DS Pandemic and its Inplications for Hurman Devel opment and Utilization in

Afri ca.

71. In 1996, the Econonmic and Social Conmi ssion for Western Asia created a
dat abase on policies and neasures having i npact on wonmen and the famly in the
regi on and an annot at ed bi bl i ography on Arab wonen and the famly. In addition

a survey of fenal e-headed households in the region is planned to investigate the
concept of the fem nization of poverty for Arab wonen.

72. During 1995-1996, the Econonmic and Social Commi ssion for Asia and the
Paci fi ¢ has undertaken projects on the Enhancenent of social security for the
poor, and on lifelong preparation for old age. The Social Devel opnent

Newsl etter, published twi ce yearly, regularly dissem nates information on
famly-rel ated subjects. ESCAP has initiated a project entitled "Strengthening
the role of the famly in providing social protection to its vul nerabl e nenbers,
i ncludi ng ol der persons” to assist Governments in the region to el aborate
famly-sensitive policies and programes.

73. The Econom c Comm ssion for Europe coordi nates a regi on-w de comnparative
research project on fertility and famly surveys to generate rel evant

i nformati on on the conposition and origin of current famlies, distribution of
various househol d tasks, the break-up of famlies, and selected famly val ues
and attitudes. A second round of fertility and famly surveys is planned for
t he year 2000.

C. International |eve

1. United Nations organi zati ons and agenci es

74. The United Nations International Drug Control Programre (UNDCP) has
prepared plans of action for inclusion in the revised Systemw de Action Plan on
Drug Abuse Control, in which the famly is a resource in the process of
prevention, treatment and rehabilitation. The famly is also reflected in the
pl ans on gender and drug abuse; children and youth in especially difficult

ci rcunst ances; drug abuse in the workpl ace; and drug abuse prevention in the
school environnent. Technical cooperation activities target young people who
are at high risk of drug abuse, and focus on the famly has been integrated in
this process. UNDCP has undertaken activities that stress wonen as drug
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abusers, as famly nmenbers of drug abusers and as agents of prevention and
change.

75. During 1995-1996, nunerous projects and activities of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations were ained at inproving famly
wel | -being. Particular focus was on the preparation of the Wrld Food Summ t,
held in Rome from13 to 17 Novenber 1996, which addressed food security and the
right of all people to the access of nutritionally adequate and safe food.

76. Followup activities of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cul tural Organization consisted of establishing pilot projects with both the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Al bania, celebrating the Internationa
Day of Families with the Paris Non-governnental Conmttee on the Famly, a
conference on famly policy, and the publication of an article entitled
"Supporting famly responsibility for the rights of the child: an educationa
Vi ewpoi nt ".

77. The International Labour Organization enphasi zed pronoting neasures that
woul d enabl e workers to performtheir jobs and care for their famlies. A
bookl et entitled "Equal opportunities and equal treatnment for workers with
famly responsibilities" featured the principles and requirenments of the Wrkers
with Fam |y Responsibilities Convention (No. 156).

2. Oher intergovernnmental organizations

78. In 1995, the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) initiated an
ongoi ng study project on the famly entitled "A study on the feasibility of an
ASEAN nmechani smon child and fam |y devel opnment".

79. The European Comm ssion and the Council of Europe, in collaboration with
the International Catholic Child Bureau, initiated a three-year project,

"Eur opean Consortium', on education in conmunication between adults and

chil dren.

3. Non-governnental organizations

80. The non-governnental sector has continued its partnership role.
International, regional and national non-governmnmental organizations continued
their activities in the pronotion of the principles and objectives of the Year
organi zi ng neetings or semnars on famly issues, and conducting training,
research and studies on fanm |y issues.

81. The International Union of Famly Organizations has organi zed various
meetings related to Habitat Il and the International Year for the Eradication of
Poverty (1996). |In Decenber 1996, an International Conference on Famly
Polici es was organi zed i n Quebec, Canada.

82. The Vi enna Non-governnental Organization Conmittee on the Famly initiated
a Plan of Action for 1995-1997 and a draft Framework for Future Action for 1996-
1997, and published the newsletter Famlies International. The Comittee
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organi zed a seminar on integrating the famly in social progress and devel opnent
on 11 and 12 Novenber 1996 at Vi enna.

83. The Confederation of Fam |y Organizations in the European Comunity
(COFACE) organized its Fourth European Family Conference, with the theme "Socia
policy - burden or support for the European econony" at Dublin on 21 and

22 Novenber 1996. The Conferences are held every three years. Another current
priority of COFACE is to have famly policy integrated into the European Union
Treaty.

84. The New York Non-governnmental Organization Committee on the Famly has
expended efforts to ensure that the famly - and particularly its essential

role - is reflected in the outcones of the global conferences of the 1990s. |Its
programe for 1996-1997 focuses on advocacy and pronotional activities.

85. In addition, the followi ng international and regi onal non-government al
organi zations have informed the Secretariat of their active participation and
invol vement in followup activities: Baha'i International Community, Caritas
International, Foundation for the Rights of the Famly - Internationa
Secretariat (PRODEFA), International Association of Lions Cubs - Lions dub
International, International Catholic Child Bureau, International Federation for
Home Economics, International Federation for Parent Education, |nternationa
Federation of Social Wrkers, International Mvenment ATD Fourth World,
International Round Table for the Advancenent of Counselling, Rotary
International, Service and Research Foundation of Asia on Famly and Cul ture,
SCS - Kinderdorf International, Centre for Fam |y Studies, Fam |y Service
Anerica, Institute Henry-Dunant, National Research and Devel opnent Centre for
Wel fare and Health, Pro Famlia, Asian Forum of Parlianentarians on Popul ation
and Devel opnent .

4., Research and academ c institutions

86. During 1995-1996, the Australian Institute of Family Studies revised and
expanded its International Directory of International Year of the Famly
Research Activities and has nade it available on the Internet. The Institute
plans to continue to develop its Wrld Wde Wb site as a focus for famly
research and policy information

87. The Vanier Institute of the Fam |y undertook projects and partnership

devel opnent activities such as a statistical overview of famly data, a Canadi an
famly data service, the expansion of its Partnership Devel opnent Progranme and
di ssem nation of its publication Transition

88. In 1995-1996, the Tata Institute of Social Sciences published a book
entitled Indian Bibliographies on the Fanmly, funded by the Indian Mnistry of
Wl fare. It also published special issues on the famly in The Indian Journa
of Social Wrk as well as in a government report entitled India's Commitnent to
Family Wll-Being: A Report to the People.

89. The Centre for Family Friendly Cities of the University of Akron, Ohio,
United States of Anerica, created an interactive conmuni cati ons network on the

/...
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Wrld Wde Wb designed to store, search and retrieve information on

inter alia, famly relationships, sexuality and reproduction, special problens
and risk factors, famly counselling and education, cultural social and urban
i ssues, basic needs, leisure and entertainnent, consunption and sustai nable
devel opnent and wor k

90. The International Fanmily Policy Forum based in Montreal, was founded in
1995 as a consortiumthat involves Governments, non-governnental organizations
and research and academic institutions. It ainms to facilitate internationa
cooperation in the area of famly concerns and encourages the participation of
partners in projects and activities identified by its Board of D rectors.

V. SECRETARI AT ACTIVITI ES RELATI NG TO THE FOLLOWM UP
TO THE | NTERNATI ONAL YEAR OF THE FAM LY

91. Activities relating to the followup to the International Year of the

Fam |y have been integrated into the work programme of the Division for Socia
Pol i cy and Devel opnent of the Departnent for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent, which is guided by the long-termobjectives inplicit in the

deci sions taken regarding famlies in the context of the Year and within the
framework of the fam|ly-related provisions of the recent global conferences.

92. Pursuant to CGeneral Assenbly resolution 50/142, the Voluntary Fund for the
International Year of the Family was renaned the United Nations Trust Fund on
Fam |y Activities. Assistance continues to be provided to activities and
projects of direct benefit to famlies, particularly in devel oping and | east
devel oped countries. The Secretariat continued the substantive nanagenent of
the Fund by review ng requests from Governnents and non-gover nient a

organi zations for funding, preparing funding recommendati ons and nonitoring and
eval uating projects. The resources of the Fund at the end of 1996 were
estimated to be about US$ 360, 000.

93. The Division for Social Policy and Devel opnent initiated actions for the
wor | dwi de observance of the International Day of Famlies (15 May) by preparing
background information on the famly for use by Governnents, United Nations
agenci es and bodi es, including the regional comm ssions and United Nations

i nformation centres, and non-governnental organizations. A nessage by the
Secretary-Ceneral was prepared for wide distribution in 1996 and again in 1997
The 1996 International Day of Families was observed in many countries, by
Governnents, *” United Nations agenci es and bodi es, *® non-gover nnent al

or gani zati ons'® and nunerous educational institutions. Many countries have been
pl anni ng events for 1997

94. Inits efforts to pronote and strengthen international cooperation on
famly issues, the Secretariat signed a nenorandum of understanding, with the
Bratislava International Centre for Famly Studies and substantively assisted
the Austrian Federal Mnistry of Environnent, Youth and Family Affairs in

sel ecting candidates for the Visitors' Programme for Studying Exenplary Famly
Benefits and Fam |y Services in Austria and reviewing its programe. An
inventory on best practices of famly policies is in preparation to facilitate
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an exchange of information and experience. 1In this connection, the Secretariat
is working closely with the Governnent of Austria.

95. Supportive relationships with the non-governnmental organization Commttees
on the Famly in Vienna, New York and Paris have been reinforced. The D vision
participated in various famly-rel ated neeti ngs organi zed by concerned

non- governmental organi zati ons and acadenic institutions.

96. In collaboration with the International Federation for Parent Educati on,
the International Federation for Training and Devel oprment and the Centre for
Fam |y Studies at the University of Akron, the Division is pronoting action-
oriented research and case studies on salient famly issues.

97. The Division, as the focal point within the United Nations system on
matters relating to famlies, continued its efforts to consult and cooperate
with Governnents, non-governnmental organizations and ot her |International Year of
the Fam |y partners on an effective followup to the Year. Central to these

col l aborative efforts was the advocacy of the famly as a prinme issue of social
policy. The Division has utilized neetings, conferences and genera
correspondence to pronote and publicize famly-related topics. Grcular letters
focused on encouragi ng national focal points, United Nations bodi es and the

non- gover nmental organi zati on sector to generate substantive and information
activities.

98. Current and future work relating to famly issues is guided by the
reconmendati ons of the global conferences of the 1990s and specific
i nt ergovernnental mandat es.

99. The significance of the global conferences and their core thenes of

rel evance to famly issues is that they affirmthe objectives set for the
International Year of the Family and confirmthe inportance of the famly as the
basic social unit and the value of a famly-sensitive perspective in social and
devel opnent policy.

100. In addition to intergovernnental mandates provided by the Conm ssion for
Soci al Devel opnent, the Economic and Social Council and the General Assenbly,

t he conclusi ons of the regional neetings held in 1993, the Internationa
Conference on Famlies, held in Montreal in 1994, and the Interregi onal Meeting
of Focal Points in 1995 are also relevant insofar as they reflect the thinking
regarding institution-building and the strengthening of internationa
cooperation on famly issues.

101. Wth the above-nmentioned in nmnd, the Division will continue to pronote
i nternational cooperation within the context of the followup to the
International Year of the Family. More specifically, it will:

(a) Assist inintegrating famly concerns within the nulti-year work
programe for 1997-2000 of the Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent;

(b) Provide policy guidance on ways to strengthen famly-centred
conponents of policies and programmes as part of an integrated, conprehensive
approach to devel opnent;
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(c) Facilitate the dissenm nation and exchange of ideas and experiences on
famly issues, reinforce networking with concerned partners and civil society,
and in this context, organize a series of subregional expert group neetings;

(d) Develop an inventory of best practices of famly policies;

(e) Prepare a global famly country-profile report in 1999;

(f) Mbbilize resources, inter alia, through the Trust Fund on Famly

Activities to support the above initiatives.
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7 Al bani a, Bahrain, Belarus, Colonbia, Cyprus, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland,
India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Latvia, Malaysia, Philippines, Portugal,
Russi an Federation, South Africa, Singapore, Slovakia and Tuni sia.

8 Departnment for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, United
Nat i ons Educational, Scientific and Cultural O ganization (UNESCO, Econom c
Conmi ssion for Africa, Economi c and Social Conm ssion for Asia and the Pacific,
and United Nations information centres.

19 Union of Latvian Large Famlies Association, Congol ese Association for
Fam lies' Welfare, Indian Institute for Peace, D sarmanment and Environmnental
Protection, NGO Forumon Famlies, India, Centre of Documentation and Research
at the University of Vale do Rio dos Sinos, Brazil, UNESCO NGO Standi ng
Conmittee on the Family, University of Padua, Hong Kong Council of Soci al
Services, Argentinean Council for Devel opnent and Soci al Action.



