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Letter dated 30 January 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative
of the Kyrgyz Republic to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

In accordance with rule 12 of the rules of procedure of the Econom c and
Social Council, | have the honour to request the inclusion in the agenda of the
substantive session of 1997 of an additional itementitled "Proclamation of the
year 2000 as the International Year of Mbuntains".

The decision to draw the international community's attention to the
probl ems of nmountain ecosystens, and on the procl amati on of the year 2000 as the
I nternational Year of Muntains was adopted by the participants in the
I nternational Conference "Muntain research: challenges and prospects in the
twenty-first century", held in Bishkek, the capital of the Kyrgyz Republic, from
14 to 18 October 1996. This initiative was supported by the President of the
Kyrgyz Republic, M. Askar Akaev, in his address to the participants in the
Conference and appeal to the United Nations General Assenbly.

| also consider it inportant to note that, at its substantive session of
1995, the Econonmic and Social Council approved the report of the Commi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent on the work of its third session, in which, inits
di scussion of progress in inplenenting Agenda 21, the Conm ssion recogni zed t hat
nount ai n ecosystens and environnments are of crucial inportance as rich and
uni que centres of biological and cultural diversity, water stores and sources of
m neral s.
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My Government is prepared to submt the necessary docunentation within the
relevant time-limts and will take measures to ensure the cooperation of
i nterested organi zations and States Menbers of the United Nations in this
initiative.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annexes
circul ated as a docunent of the Econom ¢ and Social Council

(Signed) Zam ra ESHVAMBETOVA
Per manent Representative
of the Kyrgyz Republic
to the United Nations
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Annex |

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The International Conference "Muntain research: challenges and prospects
in the twenty-first century” was held in Bishkek, the capital of the Kyrgyz
Republic, from14 to 18 October 1996. The work of the Conference was organi zed
around the main branches of science dealing with research in the area of
nmount ai n ecosystens: earth science; the natural sciences; nedicine, econony and
education; and conmuni cati ons systens and exchange of information

During this inmportant event in the cultural life of the region, |eading
schol ars from Europe, Asia and North Anerica discussed a wi de range of issues
directly related to the vital activities of present-day people living in
nount ai nous areas. Such issues included: human adaptation to al pine
condi tions, the general pathology and the curative properties of the mountain
climate, distinctive features of the social environnment and nentality of
nount ai n peopl es, and econom ¢ devel opnent and denographic stability in rmountain
regions. A broad discussion was held on such earth science problens as the
geonechani cs of, and natural disasters occurring in, nountain ecosystens;
gl aci ol ogy and water resources; the nmountain clinmate and atnospheric changes;
and the geodynam cs and netal | ogeny of minerals. The participants in the
Conference focused particular attention on vital natural science issues: the
bi odiversity of wildlife; limology and the chem stry of water/snow, nountain
flora; land and land utilization in alpine conditions; and environmenta
protection issues. Considerable interest was raised by the discussion of such
probl ems of communications and i nformati on systens as experience in setting up
and using the Internet in the region, the creation of a regional information
infrastructure, the use of the international information network and the
establ i shment of a regional data-transm ssion network.

The participants in the Conference recognized that the vital activities of
people living in mountain regions involve nuch greater social and econom c costs
than in lowl ands. |In al pine conditions, all physical phenonena take place
differently: the power of internal conbustion engines is reduced, tension in
power |ines decreases, and the costs of supplying energy and foodstuffs are
hi gher. The high probability of earthquakes results in increased costs of
construction and other preventive nmeasures. The participants noted the reverse
i npact of human intervention in the environment. The experience of geotechnica
facilities built in nmountain regions in the second half of the twentieth century
shows that, in a nunber of cases, they have caused hi ghly dangerous natural and
t echnol ogy-i nduced situations. Thus, the solution of the problemof the unity
of the social organismand the al pine environnment nmust be seen in the conpl ex
interrelationship of the conditions faced by humans |iving outside the "econonic
confort zone".

We consider it expedient that the General Assenbly support the decision of
the Conference and proclaimthe year 2000 as "International Year of Muntains"
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Annex |1

LETTER DATED 30 JANUARY 1997 FROM THE PRESI DENT OF THE
KYRGYZ REPUBLI C ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

The International Conference "Muntain research: challenges and prospects
in the twenty-first century” was held in Bishkek, the capital of the Kyrgyz
Republic, from14 to 18 October 1996 on the initiative of the Governnent of
Kyrgyzstan. Leadi ng schol ars from nountai nous countries of Asia, Europe and
Ameri ca who have | ong engaged in nmountain research participated in the work of
t he Conference.

At the theoretical level, the Conference scientifically established the
organic interrelationship between the natural state of nountains and climatic
condi tions arising in nountai nous areas, on the one hand, and the disruption of
t he ecol ogi cal bal ance and | evel of social and economnm c devel opnent of peoples
living in nmountainous areas, on the other

Mount ai n ranges and nasses in and around the national territories of States
serve as an indicator of the health and material circunstances of whole
generations of peoples inhabiting such territories.

At the practical level, the Conference considered that its ultimte aim
shoul d be to prepare recomendati ons concerni ng the nmanageability and
i nteraction of mountains and econony in the interest of sustainable human
devel opnent .

Consi dering that nountains contain resources of vital inportance to nodern
man and are a powerful reserve of the progress of civilization, as well as a
source of emergency situations, the Conference adopted a decision to draw the
international community's attention to the exceptional inportance of nountain
masses for mankind and to propose that the United Nations General Assenbly
declare an "Internati onal Year of Muntains"

The international community's attention to this global problem and the
coordi nati on and adoption of an appropriate programe of collective preventive
neasures, would do much to neutralize or reduce the negative inpact of nountain-
climate cataclysnms on human |lives, and would pronote the sustainable economnic
devel opnent of nountai nous countries and nountain peopl es.

| should be grateful if the United Nations supported this inportant
initiative of the International Conference in Bi shkek

(Signed) A AKAEV



