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Addendum

VI. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF ARTI CLE 21 OF THE CONVENTI ON

B. Statenents by senior United Nations officials

Executive Director of the United Nations Popul ati on Fund

1. At the 314th neeting, on 15 January 1997, the Executive Director of the
United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) addressed the Conmittee, observing that
the work of the Comm ttee had been ground-breaking, notably in the context of
worren' s health, and in particular of wonen's reproductive health. The guarantee
of reproductive rights was indi spensable in achieving gender equality and the

i mprovenent of wonen and those goals were essential conditions for achieving
sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

2. She indicated that UNFPA had been honoured to sponsor, together with the

Di vision for the Advancenent of Wnen and the United Nations H gh Conmm ssi oner
for Human Rights, the recent round table of human rights treaty bodi es on human
ri ghts approaches to wonen's reproductive and sexual health and rights, and
acknow edged the inportant role played by the Conmttee in that initiative. The
round table, which was the first occasion at which experts fromall six human
rights bodies as well as representatives of United Nati ons agencies and of NGCs
had been brought together to address a thenmatic issue, made a nunber of
reconmendations, in one which it called upon treaty bodies, United Nations
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agenci es, NG3s and others to strengthen their working relationships so as to
foster a gender-integrated human rights perspective in their respective
programes. The Executive Director nmade clear that UNFPA had al ready sought to
i mpl ement a nunber of the reconmendations of the round table and had net with
the Division and the Comm ssioner to discuss foll ow up actions.

3. She al so expressed the view that the human rights treaty process was
critical in creating an international standard that transcended cul ture,
traditions and societal nornms. Although the latter were inportant forces
bi ndi ng societies together, they should not be used to force wonen into a
subordinate role, damage their health and minimze their contributions to
famly, the community and their countries

Executive Director of the United Nations Children's Fund

4. Also at the 314th neeting, the Commttee heard an address by the Executive
Director of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). She indicated that
1996 had seen progress towards a close relationship between the Conmttee on the
Eli mi nati on of Discrimnation against Wmen and the Cormittee on the Rights of
the Child and noted that the UN CEF Executive Board had designated the rights of
children and wonen as one of the three areas for followup of the Fourth Wrld
Conf erence on Wnen. She enphasized the inportance of the first joint meeting
of the two committees held at Cairo from 16 to 25 Novenber 1996, and descri bed

t he several subsequent followup neetings to that neeting. She al so observed
that, under UNICEF's M ssion Statenent, the organi zati on was gui ded by the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and was conmitted to the principle of
non-di scrimnation and the equal rights of women and girls.



