UNITED
NATIONS A S

General Assembly Distr.
Security Council GENERAL

A 51/ 787
S/1997/ 85
28 January 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY SECURI TY COUNCI L
Fifty-first session Fifty-second year
Agenda item 58

QUESTI ON OF CYPRUS
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of the Permanent M ssion of Cyprus to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

Upon instructions fromny Government, | have the honour to bring to your
attention the so-called "Joint Declaration” between President S. Demirel of
Turkey and the Turkish Cypriot |eader, M. R Denktash, issued at Ankara on
20 January 1997 and to strongly protest this latest illegal and provocative
Tur ki sh acti on.

The "Joint Declaration"” is yet another manifestation of Turkey's continued
violation of its international obligations, the provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations and United Nations resolutions on Cyprus, which have been
commtted since the 1974 Turkish invasion and continued mlitary occupation of
37 per cent of the territory of the Republic of Cyprus.

More specifically, the signing itself of the Declaration with M. Denktash,
purporting to act as "the President" of the so-called "Turki sh Republic of
Nort hern Cyprus", a secessionist entity in the occupied area of Cyprus, anobunts
to a flagrant violation of the 1960 Treaty of Establishnment of the Republic of
Cyprus and the Treaty of Guarantee. It also violates Security Counci
resol utions 541 (1983) and 550 (1984), by which the Council deplored and
condemmed the secessionist entity and all other secessionist actions, declaring
themillegal and invalid and called upon all States to respect the sovereignty,
i ndependence and territorial integrity of the Republic of Cyprus, not to
recogni ze any Cypriot State other than the Republic of Cyprus and not to
facilitate or in any other way assist the said secessionist entity.

The threats contained in the "Joint Declaration", including, inter alia,
that if the Republic of Cyprus continued with its defense progranmes Turkey
would retaliate with mlitary and political nmeasures, amount to a direct threat
to use force against the Republic of Cyprus in violation of Article 2,
paragraphs 4 and 7, and Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations.
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The Republic of Cyprus is a sovereign State and a Menber of the United
Nations and it has the inalienable right to defend itself and the freedomto
decide on its armanents.

The position entertained in paragraphs 8 and 9 of the "Joint Declaration"
that the Republic of Cyprus is not a legal entity is yet another manifestation
of the total disregard by Turkey of the numerous Security Council resolutions
whi ch call upon all States to respect the sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity of the Republic of Cyprus.

The assertion that the Republic of Cyprus is not entitled to apply for
nenbership with the European Union and proceed with the accession negotiations
is legally unfounded and totally outside the letter and the spirit of the
international treaties of 1960.

In any way Turkey is estopped fromrelying on the said treaties, which it
has been grossly violating since 1974.

The position entertained in the "Joint Declaration" that the achi evenent of
a just and lasting settlenment will not be in reach so long as, inter alia, the
"sovereign rights of the Turkish Cypriot people are not recogni zed" stands in
bl atant viol ati on of the above-nentioned treaties and the Security Counci
resol utions on Cyprus, in particular paragraph 2 of Security Council resolution
939 (1994), by which the Council reaffirmed its position that "a Cyprus
settl enent nust be based on a State of Cyprus with a single sovereignty and
i nternational personality and a single citizenship, with its i ndependence and
territorial integrity safeguarded, and conprising two politically equa
communities as described in the relevant Security Council resolutions in a
bi communal and bi zonal federation, and that such a settlenent must exclude union
in whole or in part with any other country or any formof partition or
secession”.

It should al so be pointed out that any action taken by Turkey within the
context of paragraph 13 of the said "Declaration" in an attenpt to pronote the
illegal entity in the Turkish occupied area, would anount to a violation of the
Security Council resolutions on Cyprus, in particular resolutions 541 (1983) and
550 (1984).

Wth regard to the assertion that econonic relations between Turkey and the
so-cal l ed "Turki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus" will be expanded within the
framewor k of the conprehensive "Economic Protocol" signed on 3 January 1997
bet ween Turkey and the so-called "Turki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus", the
Governnent of Cyprus wishes to reiterate its position that such agreenents are
void ab initio, as they contravene the said resolutions on Cyprus, as well as
the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.

Wth regard to the position put forward in the "Joint Declaration"” that the
failure to reach a solution to the Cyprus problemis due to the intransi gence of
the G eek Cypriot side, the Government of Cyprus wi shes to refer to the
statenment of the then Secretary-Ceneral, contained in his report to the Security
Counci |l of 30 May 1994 (S/1994/629), that the absence of progress is due to the
lack of political will on the Turkish Cypriot side.
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On the contrary, the CGovernment of Cyprus once again expresses its sincere
wi sh that a just and viable solution to the Cyprus problem based on United
Nations resolutions, is reached as soon as possible.

In conclusion, the Governnent of the Republic of Cyprus wishes to reiterate
its position that the said "Joint Declaration" and the provisions contained
therein are legally invalid and of no effect whatsoever.

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter circulated as a

docunment of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 58, and of the Security
Counci I .

(Signed) J. C. DROUSH OrTl S
Chargé d' affaires a.i
Deputy Pernmanent Representative
of the Republic of Cyprus
to the United Nations



