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| NTRODUCTI ON
1. The Departnent for Econonic and Social Information and Policy Analysis of

the United Nations Secretariat acts as the focal point for popul ation, econonic
and social analysis and information, and provi des substantive support to
pertinent intergovernmental machinery, including the Comm ssion on Popul ation
and Devel opnent and the Statistical Commi ssion. Those functions include
research and policy analysis and the execution of technical cooperation
activities in the areas of population and statistics.

2. The Conm ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, at its twenty-ninth session
reviewed the progress of work for 1995 and the proposed progranmmre of work for
t he bi enni um 1996- 1997.

3. The present report deals with the research and techni cal cooperation work
and information activities carried out by the Population D vision of the
Departnment for Econom c¢ and Social Information and Policy Analysis of the United
Nations Secretariat in the field of population during 1996. The activities are
grouped according to the subprogrames of the progranme budget for the biennium
1996- 1997.

4. The Popul ati on Division made every effort to inplenent the progranme of
wor k adopt ed by the Commi ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent and endorsed by the
Econom ¢ and Social Council and the General Assenbly. The work programre for

t he bi enni um 1996- 1997 was fornul ated and i npl enented within the basic franework
set forth in the mediumtermplan for the period 1992-1997, taking into account
the recommendati ons of the International Conference on Popul ati on 1994! and

ot her relevant international conferences.

5. Sonme delays in the inplenmentation of programmed outputs occurred as a
consequence of the measures taken by the Secretary-Ceneral in response to the
financial situation of the O ganization. Sonme activities were cancelled or had
to be carried over into 1997

6. The Department for Economic and Social Information and Policy Analysis
continued to collaborate closely with agencies, programes and ot her bodies of
the United Nations systemin the inplenentation of the work programme and in
connection with the followup activities to the International Conference on
Popul ati on and Devel opnent. |In addition, the Departnent maintained cl ose

col  aboration with the United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) in carrying out
techni cal assistance activities within the technical support services/country
support team (TSS/ CST) system

. ANALYSI S OF DEMOGRAPHI C VARI ABLES AT WORLD LEVEL

A. Fertility and famly pl anning

7. A study entitled Child Survival, Health and Family Pl anni ng Programes and
Fertility,? which exam nes the nature of relationships between nortality and
fertility in the context of socio-economnm c devel opnent, has been publi shed.
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Three case-studi es were done in Ecuador, Indonesia and Zi nbabwe to exam ne those
relationships in three different socio-cultural settings. The study concl uded
that increased provision of basic nmedical and fam |y planning services woul d
lead to significant reductions in both fertility and infant and child nortality
and denonstrated a potential synergistic relationship between intervention
programes pronoting both child survival and fertility decline.

8. The third report concerning global nonitoring of contraceptive use,
entitled Levels and Trends of Contraceptive Use as Assessed in 1994,3 has been
published. The report estimates that 57 per cent of couples with the wife in
reproductive age were using some formof contraception in or around 1990. By
1996, that |evel had probably reached 60 per cent, given the recent pace at

whi ch contraceptive use has been increasing. The |level of contraceptive use or
contraceptive preval ence varies greatly anong the | ess devel oped regi ons, from
an estimated 12 per cent of couples in sub-Saharan Africa to 79 per cent in
Eastern Asia. In the nore devel oped regions, the average is 72 per cent.
Contraceptive preval ence has been growi ng in nost devel oping countries, while in
t he devel oped countries, the main trend has been towards greater use of nbdern
net hods. The nost widely used nmethods are those used by wonen: fenale
sterilization, accounting for 30 per cent of contraceptive use worl dw de;
intra-uterine devices, for 21 per cent; and oral pills, for 14 per cent. The
mai n mal e et hods, condons and vasectony, account for 9 per cent and 8 per cent
of contraceptive use, respectively. As of 1993, nearly 90 per cent of nationa
Governnents reported that they provide direct or indirect support for access to
nodern fam |y planning nethods. Although both access to and use of
contraception have been increasing, there are still many countries, especially
in Africa, where much of the population is unfamliar with any type of
contracepti on.

9. A study entitled Family Building Process: An Approach to Evaluation of the
Inpact of Family Planning Programmes has been conpleted and subnitted for
publication. The study explains that there are two nmaj or di sadvantages in using
aggregate period neasures of fertility, such as total fertility, to study
fertility change: period neasures are affected by changes in the timng of
births that are independent of changes in fertility |levels and aggregate
nmeasures give no indication about changes in reproductive patterns anbng wonen
of different parities. |In order to overcome those problens, a new approach
using the fam ly building process as an anal ytical framework has been adopt ed.
The inpact of contraceptive behaviour is exam ned for wonen at each parity,

t hereby defining the rel ationship between |evels of contraceptive use and parity
progression ratios. The approach allows the estimation of a hypothetical |eve
of fertility at each parity in the absence of contraception. This level is then
used as a benchmark agai nst which to conpare observed fertility. Such a
strategy permts a better assessnent of the inpact of fam |y planning

pr ogr ames.

10. During 1996, work continued on the study entitled Evol ving Patterns of
Fertility Behaviour in Devel oping Countries, which exanmines |evels and trends in
fertility as indicated by new fertility data made available froma | arge nunber
of national surveys undertaken in devel oping countries in recent years. Data
gathered for the study are also used to update two conputerized dat abases for
nmoni toring and analysis of fertility and famly planning. Prelimnary results

/...
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fromthe analysis of the Latin America and Cari bbean regi on suggest that npst
countries in the region have undergone a process of fertility decline during the
past two decades, but the nagnitude of the reduction they experienced varies

wi del y depending on the |l evels of devel opnent and socio-cultural settings.

Based on the results of this analysis, the countries have been classified into
four groups in a continuumof fertility transition fromincipient fertility
transition to conpleted transition

11. The different approaches used so far for nmeasuring the quality of famly
pl anni ng servi ces have sonme nmajor problens that are common to all of them One
of the problens is that they all rely heavily upon ad hoc sanpl e surveys that
tend to produce reliable localized information but no systemw de information
for the entire programme. These approaches al so have a nunber of methodol ogi ca
l[imtations. |In order to address sone of these issues, the Population D vision
is preparing a report entitled Measurenent of the Quality of Family Pl anning
Services: 1ssues and Chall enges, based on six background papers contributed by
experts in the field. 1In addition to synthesizing the findings fromthe six
background papers, the publication examni nes the general issue of
institutionalized nonitoring of the quality of services and explores various
possibilities for integrating the neasurenment of quality as a routine function
of the service delivery system The six background papers encompass a variety
of experiences in different regions of the world, and present enpirical findings
on substantive and met hodol ogi cal issues pertaining to nmeasurenent of the
quality of famly planning services.

B. Mrtality

12. Databases containing a conprehensive set of data allow ng the estimation of
infant and child nortality by sex for countries in Asia and Latin America have
been i ssued under the titles Child Mrtality by Sex: Asia and Child Mrtality
by Sex: lLatin Anerica and the Caribbean. These sets conplete the series begun
in 1995 with the issuance of the database entitled Child Mrtality by Sex:
Africa. The databases contain, for each country, the basic data used in the
estimation of nortality in childhood by sex and the estimates derived fromthem
The data conpiled in them cover the full spectrum of sources, fromvita
registration systens to specialized sanple surveys.

13. A study on the status of wonen and child survival was conpleted and will be
publ i shed shortly under the title Too Young to Die: Genes or Gender?. The
study provides a conprehensive view of the extent and causes of female

di sadvantage in nortality during childhood. It contains a conprehensive set of
estimates of infant and child nortality by sex for 82 of the 108 devel opi ng
countries that had a popul ati on exceeding one mllion in 1990. The countries
covered account for 92 per cent of the popul ation of the devel opi ng worl d.

14. Wth respect to infant nortality, all but two countries (India and Jordan)
recorded higher levels of nortality anmong mal e than anmong fenmale children. In
terms of nortality between exact ages 1 and 5, the | evels preval ent anong fenal e
children exceeded those anong mal e children in about half of the countries

consi dered. However, in nost of those countries, the nortality of girls
exceeded that of boys by small margins. The findings corroborate that China and

/...
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nost of the countries in the Indian subcontinent as well as those in Northern
Africa and Western Asia experienced higher levels of female than male nortality
at ages 1-4 and that a pattern of noderate |evels of excess fenmale child
nortality have existed in a nunber of Central American countries and in sonme
countries of Western and Mddle Africa.

15. A mgjor conclusion of the study is that discrimnation against girls in
ways that affect their health and survival is by no nmeans universal in
devel opi ng countries. However, because the few countries in which such

di scrimnation exists account for a sizeable proportion of the world's

popul ation, the inpact of the fenale disadvantage is significant. Thus, it is
estimated that an excess of 250,000 girls die each year because of

di scrimnation.

16. What nechani sns underlie the femal e di sadvantage in terns of survivorship?
The study finds that differential treatment of boys and girls with regard to
heal th care use provides the strongest explanation of the nortality
differentials observed. Sex differences in inmunization coverage are al so
likely causes of the differences in survival recorded in certain countries. In
soci eties where fenal e di sadvantage is marked, parents prefer boys over girls
because the former are nore likely to be the source of |ong-term econonc

wel fare. Consequently, parents tend to allocate resources in a way that favours
boys. If such discrimnatory behaviour is to be nodified, the econonic
opportunities for women need to be enhanced by providing for their participation
in the | abour force.

C. International mgration

17. The estimates of the international mgrant stock in each of the 214
countries or areas constituting the world in 1990 have been expanded to incl ude
a distribution by sex. Thus, the proportion of female mgrants in each country
or area was estimated for the years 1965, 1975, 1985 and 1990. The estimates
show that the proportion of wonen anong all international mgrants remined
virtual ly unchanged at nearly 48 per cent during the period 1965-1990. However,
i nportant differences existed between devel oped and devel opi ng countries. Thus,
worren were slightly nore numerous than nen anong international mgrants in

devel oped countries until 1985 and only slightly | ess numerous in 1990; whereas
in devel opi ng countries wonen were out nunbered by nmen by at |east 18 per cent
during the whole period. At the regional |level, wonen were particularly
under-represented anong international mgrants in Western Asia, where they
accounted for 40 per cent of the migrant stock in 1990, and they were slightly
overrepresented anong international migrants in Northern America, where they
accounted for 51 per cent of the mgrant stock in 1990. |In other regions, the
per cent age of wonen anmobng international migrants did not deviate markedly from
the gl obal average. These estimates confirmtherefore that wonen have
participated in international mgration in nunbers that closely approximate

t hose of nmen.

18. The Statistical Commission is to consider at its twenty-ninth session, in
1997, a set of recommendations on statistics of international mgration, in
draft form The draft report, which has been prepared with the support of the

l...
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Popul ati on Division, presents a framework for the conpilation of statistics on
the flows of international mgrants that permts a better understandi ng of the
meani ng and scope of the different sources of data available in a country. |If
approved, the framework will permt the collection and dissem nation of a nore
conpr ehensi ve set of statistics than those gathered in the past by the
Statistics Division of the United Nations.

19. The Population Division was invited to participate in the first Regiona
Conference on International Mgration in North and Central Anerica, held in
Puebl a, Mexico on 13 and 14 March 1996. The Conference was attended by
representatives of the Governments of Belize, Canada, Costa Rica, El Sal vador
Guat ermal a, Honduras, Mexico, N caragua, Panama and the United States of Anerica
The Conference adopted a joint comuni qué in which the countries represented
comm tted thensel ves to safeguarding the human rights of mgrants; conbating the
trafficking in mgrants; and collaborating in various ways to enhance the
control of mgration. The Population Division presented a paper on mgration
and devel opnent in North and Central America at the Conference.

D. Internal mgration

20. Work on the estimation of the conponents of urban growth has been conpl et ed
and the main results were presented in the Wirld Econom ¢ and Soci al Survey,
1996 (chapter IX entitled "How much do we know about urban growth in the late
twentieth century?")4 and in a paper prepared for the Synposiumon Interna

M gration and Urbani zation in Devel oping Countries: Inplications for

Habitat 11, held at the headquarters of the United Nations Popul ation Fund in
New York from 24 to 26 January 1996. A mpjor finding is that natural increase
accounted for about 60 per cent of the growth of urban areas in devel oping
countries during the 1960s and internal mgration and reclassification accounted
for the other 40 per cent. During the 1970s, the contribution of interna
mgration and reclassification to urban growmh rose to 44 per cent, but dropped
again to 40 per cent during the 1980s. However, whereas in the 1960s and the
1970s there was little regional differentiation, by the 1980s nmarked differences
bet ween regi ons were noticeable. Thus, internal mgration and reclassification
accounted for only 25 per cent of urban growth in Africa, 34 per cent in Latin
Anerica and 64 per cent in Asia.

1. WORLD PCPULATI ON PRQIECTI ONS

A, Wrld population estimtes and projections: the 1996 and
1998 Revi si ons

1. The 1996 Revi sion

21. Work has been conpleted on the 1996 Revision of the world popul ation
estimates and projections. The results were officially announced i n Novenber
1996. The horizon for the projections is kept at the year 2050, as first

i ntroduced in the 1994 Revision, but the new base date is 1995. That is, there
is one series of denographic estimates for the period 1950-1995 and four
projection variants for the period 1995-2050. Detail ed denographic estimtes by

/...
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age and sex are presented for the first time for three areas, the Gaza Strip,
Macau and Western Sahara. [In addition, the nunber of countries for which the
denogr aphi ¢ i mpact of acquired i munodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) is explicitly
i ncorporated was increased from16 in the 1994 Revision to 28 in the 1996
Revi sion, to take account of the continuation of the spread of the human

i mmunodefi ci ency virus/acquired i munodefici ency syndrone (H V/ AlDS).

22. The results becane available in the autum of 1996, in the form of annex
tables, a wall chart, World Population, 1996,° and a conputer database on

di skettes. Additional conputer databases and the detailed anal ytical report
will be issued during 1997. The results were also disseni nated through press
rel eases and press packages.

23. The major report with respect to the 1996 revision, Wrld Popul ation
Prospects: The 1996 Revision, will contain an extensive analysis of recent
denographic trends, with specific chapters dealing with popul ation size and
growm h; fertility; nortality; international migration; the denographic inmpact of
AIDS in 28 countries; a detailed conparison of the results of the 1994 and the
1996 Revi sions; nethodol ogy; sources of data and denographi c nmet hods. Sone of
the major results energing fromthe report are set out bel ow

24. At md-1996, the world popul ation stood at 5.77 billion persons. Between
m d- 1995 and mi d-1996, the world popul ati on increased by 81 m|lion persons.
Bet ween 1990 and 1995, the world popul ation grew at 1.48 per cent per annum
with an average of 81 million persons added each year. This is nmuch bel ow the
1.72 per cent per annum at which popul ati on had been grow ng between 1975 and
1990, and nuch below the 87 mllion persons added each year between 1985 and
1990, which stands now as the peak period in the history of world popul ation
growt h.

25. Currently, 4.59 billion persons - 80 per cent of the world popul ation -
live in the | ess devel oped regions and 1.18 billion persons live in the nore
devel oped regi ons. The average annual growth rate is about 1.8 per cent in the
| ess devel oped regions and 0.4 per cent in the nore devel oped regions.

26. The population growth rate of 1.48 per cent per annumfor the period
1990-1995 indicated in the 1996 Revision is significantly |lower than the 1.57
per annum projected by the United Nations two years ago in its 1994 Revi sion.
The worl d population in 1995 is 29 mllion (0.5 per cent) |ower than projected
in the 1994 Revision. The population of the | ess devel oped regions is

34 million lower than in the 1994 Revision, and the popul ation of the nore
devel oped regions is 5 mllion higher. The reduction in the expected growth
rate results froma faster fertility decline than previously anticipated (a
wor |l d average of 2.96 children per wonman during the period 1990-1995, instead of
3.10 children assuned in the 1994 Revision). A major consequence is that the
popul ation of the world projected in the mediumfertility variant, the one
usual Iy considered the nost likely, will be 9.4 billion in 2050, nearly
half-a-billion (4.7 per cent) lower than that projected in the 1994 Revi sion.
This popul ation could be 11.1 billion in 2050 according to the high-fertility
variant, or 7.7 billion according to the lowfertility variant; these two
variants, while less likely, are al so possible courses of the world popul ation
gr owt h.
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27. The popul ation of the | ess devel oped regions is now estimated to have grown
at 1.77 per cent per annum between 1990 and 1995, instead of 1.88 per cent as
projected by the United Nations two years ago. A major factor in the |ower than
expected growh rate are faster than anticipated fertility declines in a nunber
of countries of South-central Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.

28. Another factor in the reduction of the expected growth rate in the |ess
devel oped regions is the higher estimated nortality in countries affected by
wars (Burundi, lraqg, Liberia, Rwmanda) or by the spread of AIDS. For exanpl e,
life expectancy for 1990-1995 in Eastern Africa is estimated at 46.7 years,
3.9 years lower than projected in the 1994 Revi sion.

29. The popul ation of the nore devel oped regions increased at an average of
0.40 per cent per annum between 1990 and 1995. The nmmj or changes occurred in
Eastern Europe, where |life expectancy declined from 70 years in 1985-1990 to
68 years in 1990-1995, and net international mgration in 1990-1995 was
estimated to be +1.4 mllion instead of -0.5 mllion projected in the 1994

Revision. Overall, fertility in these regions declined only marginally faster
than expected two years ago, to 1.68 children in 1990-1995, instead of 1.70. In
Europe (except for Eastern Europe), life expectancy increased slightly faster

than previously projected, reaching 76.7 years in Wstern Europe for 1990-1995.

2. The 1998 Revi sion

30. Work has already started on the 1998 Revision of the world popul ati on
estimates and projections.

B. Urban, rural and city population estimtes and
projections: the 1996 Revi sion

31. Wrk has been conpleted for the 1996 Revision of urban, rural and city
popul ati on estimates and projections. The major change is an extension of the
projection horizon for urban and rural populations to the year 2030, instead of
the year 2025. The horizon for cities remains the year 2015.

32. The 1996 Revision provides data on urban and rural popul ations for al
countries until the year 2030. It also provides popul ation projections unti
2015 for around 400 urban aggl onerations with a popul ati on of 750,000 or nore
persons in 1995 (instead of 1990, as in the previous Revision). The wall charts
U ban and Rural Areas, 1996 and Urban Aggl onerations, 1996 are expected to be
issued in early 1997. The results of the 1996 Revision are also avail able on

di skettes for IBMconpatible conmputers. The report entitled Wrld Urbanization
Prospects will be available later in 1997.

C. Subconmittee on Denographic Estinates and Projections

33. The nineteenth session of the Subconm ttee on Denographi c Estinmates and
Projections of the Adm nistrative Comrttee on Coordi nati on was held at the
headquarters of the Wrld Health Organization (WHO in Geneva from25 to



27 June 1996.
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At that session the Subcommittee successfully arranged a schedul e

for coordination and dissem nation of the 1996 rounds of consistent denographic

and sectora

esti mates and projections),
force estimates and projections),
United Nations (for agriculture popu
United Nations Centre for Human Settl
and projections), the United Nations
Organi zation (for literacy estinmates
paraneters for denpgraphic estimates
di scussed arrangenents for the coord

estimates and projections,
Division in collaboration with the regi onal
the Internationa

whi ch were undertaken by the Popul ation
conmmi ssions (for denographic
Labour Organization (for |abour

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the

ation estimates and projections), the
ements (Habitat) (for household estimates
Educational, Scientific and Cultura

and projections) and WHO (for nortality
and projections). The Subconmttee al so
nati on of the 1998 rounds of estinates and

proj ections.

D. Expert Goup Meeting on Projecting O d-age Mrtality

and its Consequences

34. The Popul ation Division organi zed and hosted an Expert G oup Meeting on
Projecting O d-age Mortality and its Consequences from3 to 5 Decenber 1996

The maj or purpose of this nmeeting was to help in the extension of the estimtes
and projections of country popul ati ons prepared by the Popul ation Division, from
an upper age limt of 80 years to a new upper limt of 100 years.

[11. POPULATI ON PCLI CY AND SOCI O- ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT

A. Popul ation policies

1. Conparative studies of new popul ation policy
issues at the global |eve

35. In 1996, the study entitled International Mgration Policies and
Programmes: A Wrld Survey was conpleted and subnmitted for publication.
exam nes policies in regard to permanent or long-term m grants; | abour
m gration; refugees and asyl um seekers; undocunented or illegal mgration; as
wel |l as relevant international and regional instrunents. It also focuses on
policies in regard to social, political, economc and cultural integration of
immgrants; policies in regard to citizenship, nationality and naturalization
and fam ly reunification policies.

It

36. The study enphasizes the fact that regulatory restrictions and a State's
view of migration are inportant conditioning factors in shaping mgration
dynam cs. The findings of the project suggest that, in a context of regiona
integration and gl obalization, the nmovenment of people is still constrained by
national policy interests. Nonetheless, the proliferation of regional neetings
addressing mgration reveal the extent of global concern attached to mgration
in the 1990s and reflect several policy orientations and trends. First,
converging immgration goals among groups of countries nean that coordi nated
strategi es and a common search for mechani sns and policies serve to bol ster
immgration control, particularly in regard to asyl umseekers and undocunent ed
immgrants. Linked to these considerations is that of responding to the grow ng

/...
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hostility and xenophobia towards inmgrants in nmany host countries. This has
led to efforts to both restrict the entry of all inmgrants, with the exception
of the highly skilled, and to continue to facilitate the integration of already
resident inmmgrant groups. Finally, market and trade gl obalization has inspired
regi onal arrangenents which nust take into account the effects of open borders
on the novenent of people and services. Regional trading blocs have further
necessitated the harnoni zati on of national policies and rules on internationa

m gration and refugees.

37. During 1993, two papers on specific and newly inportant popul ation policy
i ssues were conpleted. The paper entitled "Adol escent reproductive health:
regional variations, global perspectives and universal issues" exam nes whet her
growi ng attention to adol escent reproductive health on the part of researchers
in many disciplines and officials in many of the world's najor popul ation and
heal t h agencies is based on a common or shared anal ytic framework that permts
policy makers to understand the underlying social realities and social systens
that condition the reproductive lives of adol escent wonen; and whet her the vast
research docunmentation resulting fromincreased focus on adol escent reproductive
heal t h yi el ds anal yses that suggest constructive policy or programme responses
at the country, regional or global levels. The paper entitled "The
transformati on of immgration policies: immgration control in the United
States, Europe and Japan: a conparative approach" exam nes the convergence of
immgration policies in the industrialized countries.

2. National population policies

38. During 1996, work continued on the study, Wrld Population Policies. The
study provides a consolidated one-vol une overview of trends in popul ation
policies for the 190 countries of the world. The volune includes data sheets
showi ng trends in national population policies from 1973 to 1995 for each of the
190 countries as conpiled by the Popul ation Policy Section data bank, as well as
fromthe series of national inquiries that have been undertaken regularly by the
Popul ation Division since 1976. In addition to the country specific data
sheets, the volune contains an overvi ew chapter, describing and anal ysing trends
in population policy at the regional and global Ievels.

3. Population policy data bank

39. The popul ati on data bank maintai ned by the Popul ati on D vision has been
continuously updated, in preparation for the sixth edition of the popul ation
pol i cy database G obal Popul ation Policy Database, 1997 (GRIPP: 1997).

40. Based on material contained in the popul ation policy data bank, briefing
papers for the Secretary-Ceneral were prepared on popul ation issues in 27
countries (Angola, Argentina, Austria, Benin, Brazil, Burundi, Caneroon, Canada,
Chi na, Col onbi a, France, Gernany, Ghana, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Mexico,

Ni geria, Poland, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Rwanda, South Africa,
Switzerl and, Turkey and Yenen).
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41. Wirk is currently in progress on preparation of the questionnaire for the
United Nations Ei ghth Popul ation Inquiry Anong Governments.

B. Popul ation and devel opnment

42. Under the auspices of the Task Force on Basic Social Services for A

(BSSA) of the Administrative Conmttee on Coordination, the Popul ati on D vision
initiated and prepared a Wall Chart on Basic Social Services for All, which

i ncludes statistical indicators to highlight where countries are now, and how
much progress will be needed in order to reach the goals for the future that
were agreed upon at the recent major international conferences and sunmts. The
chart is a contribution to the work of the BSSA Task Force, one of three task
forces established by the Secretary-General in 1995 to ensure a coordi nated
followup to recent United Nations conferences and summits, including the

I nternational Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent. The wall chart includes
sel ected statistical indicators related to six major thenes of the Task Force’s
concern: popul ation and reproductive health; education; basic health care;
nutrition; safe water and sanitation; and shelter. The United Nations offices
and organi zations represented on the Task Force actively cooperated with the
Popul ation Division in providing the best and nost recent and conprehensi ve data
for the chart.

43. In the general area of popul ation and sustai nabl e devel opnent, a set of
country profiles has been prepared, based on the database on popul ation,
resources, environment and devel opnent (PRED Bank). The profiles present the
PRED Bank data in printed form as a supplenent to the PRED Bank data files,
whi ch are avail abl e on diskette, bundled with a special version of the POPVAP
nmappi ng software devel oped by the Statistics Division of the United Nations.

44, Al so ongoing during 1996 was a study of population factors related to
poverty. The study, which has a nethodol ogi cal focus, includes an overvi ew of
approaches to neasuring poverty and a discussion of data requirenents for

i nki ng poverty neasurenment to the study of denographic factors.

45. The neeting of the Wrking Goup on Projecting Od-age Mrtality and its
Consequences (3-5 Decenber 1996) took up matters relevant to both

sub- progranmes 2 (World popul ati on projections), as discussed above, and 3
(Popul ation policy and soci o-econoni c devel opnent). In addition to naking
reconmendati ons for extending the popul ation estinmates and projections to
provide nore detail at the ol dest ages, the Wrking Goup discussed the

i mplications of population ageing and of declining nortality anmong the ol dest
ol d—ages (above 80 years). The Working Goup particularly considered the
implications for relationships between the generations and for quality of life
in old age, concentrating on gaps in know edge needed for policy and pl anni ng
deci sions, and practical steps for inproving such know edge.

46. A study of government views on popul ation and the environnent is in press.
The report reviews official governnental statenents, national reports and the
draft and final documents adopted at nmjor intergovernnmental conferences dealing
wi th popul ation, environnent and devel opnent issues from conferences in the
early 1970s through the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel oprent

/...



E/ CN. 9/ 1997/ 7
Engl i sh
Page 14

in 1994. Over this period, the concept of devel opnent has evol ved so as to give
nore attention to social aspects and sustainability of devel opnent, poverty has
energed as a core concern, and popul ati on and environnmental questions have cone
to be viewed as inextricably linked. The review found that, by the tine of the
I nternational Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent in 1994, CGovernnents
expressing concern wi th popul ation-and-environnment inbal ances represented a
substantial majority of the popul ation of both devel oped and devel opi ng

countri es.

V. MONITORI NG REVI EW AND APPRAI SAL, COORDI NATI ON
AND DI SSEM NATI ON OF POPULATI ON | NFORVATI ON

A. Mnitoring of population trends and policies

47. At its thirtieth session, the Conm ssion on Popul ati on and Devel opnent wil |
have before it a concise report on world popul ati on nonitoring, focusing on the
topic of international mgration, with special enphasis on the |inkages between
m gration and devel opnent and on gender issues and the famly (E/ CN 9/1997/2).
This is the second annual report on a special thenme derived fromthe Progranmme
of Action of the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel oprent, as
proposed by the Conmission at its twenty-eighth session.® The thene corresponds
to the issues addressed in chapter X of the Programme of Action, together with
rel evant aspects of chapters 1V, V and Xl |

48. The preparati on of an expanded version of the report has al so been

conpl eted and the draft will be nmade available to the Conm ssion as a working
paper. The report provides recent information on sel ected aspects of

i nternational mgration and covers such topics as the international mgration
agenda from Bucharest to Cairo and beyond; migration dynam cs; internationa

m gration policies; docunented and undocunented migrants; refugees and asyl um
seekers; |abour mgration; gender issues; and interlinkages between mgration
and devel opnent .

49. The report also contains a set of annex tables providing indicators of the
current denographic situation in nmajor areas and regions, as well as data on
popul ation size and growth, population distribution, and fertility and nortality
levels in countries, major areas and regions.

B. Coordination and di ssem nation of population infornation

1. Population Information Network

50. During 1996, the gl obal Popul ation Information Network (POPIN), with
funding fromthe United Nations Popul ati on Fund, has made consi derabl e progress
towards increasing the availability and accessibility of population information
A key element of POPIN s strategy is to expand use of the Internet as a

di ssem nation medium This is being done in collaboration with the regiona
conmi ssi ons, other organizations of the United Nations system and

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and with techni cal assistance fromthe Division
of Admi nistrative and Information Services of the United Nations Devel oprent
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Programme (UNDP). Wth these partners, training, workshops and technica
assistance are used to transfer Internet capabilities to popul ation specialists
in each of the regions.

51. For purposes of cost-efficiency, technical assistance is provided to

i ndividual institutions via the Internet whenever possible. Training for |arger
groups is given in the formof workshops. In Novenber 1996, the United Nations
Econom ¢ and Soci al Conmi ssion for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the gl oba
POPI N Coordinating Unit held the first Asia-Pacific POPIN Internet Training

Wir kshop in Bangkok. The workshop was attended by 14 participants representing
national POPIN focal point institutions in China, India, |Indonesia, Ml aysia,
the Republic of Korea, Thailand and the three UNFPA country support teans in the
Asi a-Pacific region. A primary goal of the Workshop was to create hypertext
files of population informati on and data fromeach participating country. Early
in 1997, these files will be incorporated into the global POPIN Wrld Wde Wb
site, thereby expandi ng coverage of population information and data fromthe
Asi a and Pacific region.

52. In regions and countries that have access to the Internet, POPIN is
assisting in the devel opment of popul ation information sections of existing
Gopher/World Wde Wb sites to create readily accessible sources of local and

regional population information and data. In this newinitiative, POPINis
working with nenbers of the regional POPIN networks beginning with the Latin
Anerican and Cari bbean Popul ation Information Network (I PALCA). It is planned

that this initiative will be extended to other regions in 1997.

53. In view of these activities, the POPIN Wrld Wde Wb site is rapidly
evolving into an Internet "virtual library" of population information and data
fromvarious countries and regions. The POPIN site includes the docunents of

t he Conm ssi on on Popul ati on and Devel opnent and the official "electronic
archive" of material about the International Conference on Popul ati on and
Devel opnent. During 1996, the geographi cal coverage of the POPIN site was
expanded with contributions of research papers, newsletters and other

i nformation contributed by the United Nations regional conm ssions, the UNFPA
country and technical support teans, the Oganization of African Unity and
nurmer ous gover nnmental and non-governnental organi zations. The POPIN site now
al so contains 55 full-text journals and newsletters, including Internationa
Fami |y Pl anni ng Perspectives, Popul ation Today, Populi, Asia-Pacific Popul ation
Journal and the Popul ati on Newsl etter of the Population Division of the United
Nations Secretariat. The POPIN Internet site is accessed 30,000 tinmes a nonth
by users from approximately 86 countries. |In late 1996, nost countries have
access to e-mail and about 100 countries have full access to the Internet and
the Wrld Wde Wb.

54. For countries and regions where the Internet is not yet available or
readi |y accessible, the global POPIN Coordinating Unit and the Division of

Admi ni strative and Information Services of UNDP are collaborating in the
production of a CD-ROM version of the POPIN Wrld Wde Wb site. In

Novenber 1996, a prelimnary edition of the CD-ROM was prepared for use at the
POPI N I nternet Technical Wrkshop in Bangkok. The CD-ROM was al so installed on
the ESCAP | ocal area network (LAN) for use by other interested parties at ESCAP
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A revised edition of the CD-ROM including additional national contributions, is
expected to be prepared by June 1997 for distribution to all regions.

2. Publication and di ssenination of research studies

55. The Popul ation Division continues to publish the results of its research
studies in a variety of formats to neet the needs of different audi ences. They
are widely dissemnated to Governnents; national and internationa

organi zati ons; research and educational institutions; individuals engaged in
soci al and econom ¢ pl anni ng, research and training; and the general public. It
al so continues to devel op and mai ntai n databases and software, which are nade
avai | abl e on magnetic tape and/or diskette(s). A list of the Population
Division's publications and other material issued in 1996 is given in the annex
to the present report.

56. The Popul ation Division continues to receive and respond to nunerous
requests for population information from United Nations organi zati ons, research

institutions and individual scholars. It also provides background infornmation
to and participates regularly in international conferences and neetings of
i nter-agency groups and professional societies. Information fromthe Popul ation

Di vi si on has appeared prom nently in a nunber of publications and reports of
ot her United Nations bodies and international conferences and neeti ngs.

V. TECHN CAL COOPERATI ON

57. During 1996, the Popul ation Division continued to provide technica

assi stance services to nore than 30 projects in 20 devel oping countries in
Africa, Asia, Western Asia and Latin Anerica and countries with economes in
transition in the areas of popul ation and devel oprment trai ning;
institutionalizing analysis and research on soci o-econom ¢ and denbgraphi c data
obt ai ned from popul ati on censuses, surveys and vital registration systens;

popul ation policy; and popul ati on and devel opnent. Techni cal backst oppi ng

m ssions on projects executed by the Popul ation Division were undertaken in the
Denocratic People's Republic of Korea, Egypt, Mongolia, Mrocco and Yenen by the
I nterregi onal Adviser on Popul ation

58. During 1996, TSS specialists in the areas of popul ation data anal ysis and
research, popul ati on and devel opnent strategies, and training for popul ation and
devel opnent augnent ed, whenever possible and as required, by other staff of the
Popul ation Division, provided substantive support to the UNFPA ei ght country
support teanms and to national projects. One regular staff nmenber of the

Popul ation Division visited Myanmar to assist the national authorities in

i mpl ementing a project on strengthening the birth spacing programme, while a TSS
specialist went to Mongolia to assist in analysis of that country's second
fertility survey. Ten state-of-the-art reports were published in the areas of
popul ati on data anal ysis and measurenent of reproductive health, population and
devel opnent and teaching and training in popul ation and devel opnent. In
addition, TSS specialists participated in technical workshops organi zed by UNFPA
entitled "Gender, popul ation and devel opment” (New York, 30 Septenber-

3 Cctober 1996) and "Integrated RTI/STD/ H V/ AIDS prevention and care in the
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context of reproductive health at primary health care | evel " (CGeneva,

21-25 Cctober 1996); they al so hel ped to organi ze and present a central paper at
a session on popul ati on and devel opnent curricul a needs at the annual neeting of
t he Popul ati on Associ ati on of America (8-11 August 1996).

59. Furthernore, m ssions were undertaken by a TSS specialist to country
support teans in Kathmandu and Bangkok and a mission to Amman is scheduled to
take place before the end of the year. Another TSS specialist went to

El Salvador from4 to 30 Septenber 1996 as team | eader to conduct a Programre
Revi ew and Strategy Devel opnent (PRSD) mission. The sanme TSS specialist also
attended the Conference on the Inplenentation of the | CPD Progranme of Action in
the ECO Regi on (Al maty, 18-20 April 1996), organi zed by the Econom c Cooperation
Organi zation (ECO and UNFPA. He presented a paper entitled "Strategies for

achi eving | CPD goal s" and acted as resource person to the Conference.

Not es

! Report of the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent
Cairo, 5-13 Septenber 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 95 X11.18).

2 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.XI11.9 and corrigendum
3 United Nations publication, Sales No. E 96.XII1I.13.
4 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.11.C. 1 and corrigendum
5 United Nations publication, Sales No. E 96.XII1I.14.

6 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1995, Suppl enent
No. 7 (E/1995/27), annex |, sect. I111I.
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Annex
PUBLI CATI ONS AND OTHER MATERI AL | SSUED I N 1996
BY THE POPULATI ON DI VI SI ON
Research studies

Wrld Population Mnitoring 1993. Wth a Special Report on Refugees.
ST/ ESA/ SER. A/ 139. Sales No. E.95. Xl 11. 8.

Child Survival, Health and Fam |y Pl anning Progranmes and Fertility.
ST/ ESA/ SER. R/ 144 and Corr.1. Sales No. E. 96.XI11.9 and corrigendum

Reproductive R ghts and Reproductive Health: A Concise Report.
ST/ ESA/ SER. A/ 157 and Corr.1. Sales No. E. 96.XI11.11 and corri gendum

Abortion Policies: A dobal Review. Volunme Ill. Oran to Zi nbabwe.
ST/ ESA/ SER. A/ 129/ Add. 2. Sales No. E. 95. Xl 11. 24.

Revi ew and Appraisal of the Wirld Population Plan of Action, ST/ESA/ SER A/ 152.
Sales No. E.95.XII1.27.

Living Arrangenents of Winen and Their Children in Devel oping Countries: A
Denpgraphic Profile. ST/ESA/SER R/ 141. Sales No. E 96.XI11.5.

d obal Popul ation Policy Database, 1995. ST/ ESA/ SER R/ 145. Sal es No.
E.96.XII1. 8.

Popul ation Policy D skette Docunentation, 1995. ST/ ESA/ SER R/ 146.

Level s and Trends of Contraceptive Use as Assessed in 1994. ST/ ESA/ SER A/ 146.
Sales No. E. 96.XI11.13.

Proceedi ngs of expert group neetings

Popul ati on and Whnen: Proceedings of the United Nations Expert G oup Meeting on

Popul ati on and Whnen, Gaborone, Botswana, 22-26 June 1992. ST/ ESA/ SER R/ 130.
Sales No. E.96.XI11.10.

Fanily Planning, Health and Famly Wl |l -Bei ng: Proceedi ngs of the United
Nations Expert G oup Meeting on Fanily Planning, Health and Famly Wl |l - Bei ng,

Bangal ore, India, 26-30 October 1992. ST/ESA/SER R/ 131. Sal es No.
E.96. XII1.12.

Vall chart

Wrld Popul ation, 1996. ST/ESA/ SER A/ 159. Sales No. E. 96.XII1. 14,
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Dat abases and software
Trends in Total M grant Stock/Revision 3
International Mgration Stock: Africa
South-to-North International Mgration
International Mgration Stock: Latin Arerica and the Cari bbean
The Conponents of Urban Growth: Africa
The Conponents of Urban Growth: Central Anerica
The Conponents of Urban Growth: South Anmerica
The Conponents of Urban Growth: Asia
Child Mrtality by Sex: Africa
Child Mrtality by Sex: Asia
Child Mrtality by Sex: Latin Arerica and the Cari bbean
Worl d Popul ation, 1950-2050 (The 1996 Revi si on)
Annual Popul ati ons, 1950-2050 (The 1996 Revi si on)
Denogr aphi ¢ I ndicators, 1950-2050 (The 1996 Revi sion)
Sex and Age, Quinquennial, 1950-2050 (The 1996 Revi sion)
Sex and Age, Annual, 1950-2050 (The 1996 Revi sion)
Age Patterns of Fertility, 1950-2050 (The 1996 Revi sion)
Urban and Rural Areas, 1950-2025 (The 1996 Revi sion)
Urban Aggl onerations, 1950-2015 (The 1996 Revi sion)

GRIPP: 1995 (d obal Review and Inventory of Population Policies: 1995).

Peri odi cal s

Popul ation Bulletin of the United Nations

No. 39. Sales No. E.95.XI11.17. Articles include: The environnment and
refugees: theoretical and policy issues (Anthony H Richnond); Sex
differentials in old-age nortality (Thomas Buettner); Excess female child
nortality in the devel oping world during the 1970s and 1980s (Dom ni que Tabutin
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and M chel WIllens); Sex differences in nortality among young children in the
Sahel (Thomas K. LeGrand and Cheikh S. M Moacké); Age patterns of child
nortality in the devel oping world (Kenneth Hill); Recent trends and prospects in
wor |l d popul ati on growth (Vasant ha Kandi ah and Shiro Hori uchi).

Popul ati on Newsl etter

| ssued biannually to provide, to a wi de readership, information on the
programe activities of the Popul ation Division; on action taken by | egislative
bodi es with conpetence in the population field; and on neetings on popul ation
and rel ated i ssues organi zed by the Popul ation Division and other United Nations
organi zations, as well as on recent and forthcom ng publications of the
Popul ati on Di vi si on.



