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Addendum

I'V. CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 18 OF THE CONVENTI ON

B. Consideration of reports

1. Initial reports of States parties

Mbr occo

1. The Conmittee considered the initial report of Mdirocco (CEDAWC MOR/ 1) at
its 312th, 313th and 320th meetings, on 14 and 20 January 1997.

2. In introducing the report, the representative of Mdrrocco informed the
Committee that Morocco's initial report had been subnmitted to the Secretariat in
July 1994 in accordance with article 18 of the Convention on the Elimnation of
Al Fornms of Discrimnation against Wnen, one year after Mrocco had acceded to
the Convention. King Hassan Il had taken the initiative in 1992 and invited
various wonen's associ ations to subnmit anmendnents to the existing Personal
Status Code in order to elimnate the obstacles inpeding Mroccan wonen fromthe
enjoynment and exercise of their rights. A nunber of articles of the Personal

St atus Code were anended accordingly and in conformty with various

i nternational agreenments and instrunments, while the Code nmaintained its respect
of the principles of Islamc |aw, the shari ah.
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3. The representative pointed out that the initial report described
institutional, legal, admnistrative and ot her neasures taken to pronote and

protect the human rights of wonmen within an overall political and | ega
framewor k. The CGovernnent of Mrocco |inked the status of wonmen to human rights
and recogni zed the inseparable |inks between the respect for human rights,
denocracy and social, econom c¢ and cultural devel opnent. The hunman rights
protection aspects of the elimnation of discrimnation against wonen and the
advancenent of women were transferred fromthe social affairs mnistries to the
M nistry of Human Ri ghts, which was working in cooperation wth other

m ni sterial departnments on these issues.

4. The Constitution, revised in 1992 and 1996, now contains provisions
intended to ensure a greater respect for human rights in general and for the
human rights of wonen in particular. The revised Constitution established a

bi caneral parlianent and also allowed for the establishment of fact-finding
comm ssions to address the elimnation of discrimnation against wonen. As a
result of the reformof Mrocco's Famly Law, any case of discrimnation against
wonmen could now result in | egal proceedings.

5. The representative then briefed the Conmittee on | egal and admi nistrative
neasures that had been taken in his country to achi eve equality between wonen
and men within the framework of pronotion and protecti on of wonmen's human
rights. The legislation relating to enploynent, as well as the Penal Code, had
been nodified. Efforts had been made, especially in the field of education and
enpl oynment. The CGovernnent was concerned about the high rate of illiteracy
among wonen, and it considered wonen in rural areas the nobst vul nerabl e group

A literacy canpaign had therefore been |aunched with the goal of reducing the
illiteracy rate to 10 per cent by the year 2010, specifically among rural wonen.
However, while all citizens had an equal right to education and enpl oynment,
pursuant to article 13 of the Constitution, the representative acknow edged t hat
there existed a nunber of statutory exceptions that excluded wonen fromentering
certain professions.

6. In concluding his presentation, the representative of Mirocco recognized
that there were still a nunber of barriers preventing wonmen from exercising and
enjoying their human rights and participating fully in the soci o-econonic

devel opnent of the country, but he assured the Committee of his Governnment's
willingness to pursue the task of elimnating all these obstacles.

| nt r oducti on

7. The Conmittee thanked the State party for its report, which had been
submtted on time. It noted, however, that the format of the witten report had
not adhered to the Conmittee's guidelines. The State party had neverthel ess
established a frank and constructive dialogue with the Conmttee through its
oral report and its replies.
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Factors and difficulties affecting the inplenentation
of the Convention

8. The Conmittee felt that, although the instrument of ratification of the
Convention by the Kingdom of Mdrocco was in itself an inportant event, the fact
that it had been acconpani ed by decl arati ons and reservati ons concerning the
subst ance of the Convention seriously hindered the latter's inplenmentation.

9. The Conmittee noted the obvious contradictions between the obligations
deriving fromthe undertaki ng made by the State party at the time of signing the
Convention and the persistence of considerable discrimnation against wonen in
Mor occo.

Positive aspects

10. The Committee noted with satisfaction the revision of the Constitution,
whi ch strengthened the rule of law in Mdrocco by solemly proclaimng the
country's attachment to human rights as universally recognized

11. The Conmittee believed that that undertaking by the State would inevitably
benefit wonen, since wonen's rights were an integral part of human rights.

12. The Conmittee noted with satisfaction that the "wonen's unit” set up within
the Mnistry of Human Rights was involved in the overall process initiated by
Morocco in that regard.

13. The Committee wel comed the efforts made by the State party to revise and
amend the Personal Status Code (Mudouana). Those efforts reflected the
political determ nation of the State party, at the highest |level, to enhance the
| egal status of wonen.

14. The Conmittee noted with satisfaction the energence of a wonen's

associ ati on novenent which had managed to gi ve expression to wonmen's demands and
to give their concerns a national dinension

Principal subjects of concern

15. The Conmittee was deeply concerned at the nunmber and inportance of the
reservati ons nmade by Mrrocco, particularly the reservation to article 2, which
was one of the Convention's substantive articles. Any reservation to that
article was contrary to the object and purpose of the Convention and

i nconpatible with international |aw

16. The Conmittee noted with regret that the State party did not envisage
wi t hdrawi ng any of its reservations.

17. The Committee al so noted that, unlike other international treaties, the
Convention had not been mentioned, publicized or published in the Oficia
Gazette.
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18. The Conmittee expressed regret that there was no specific wonmen's rights
machi nery that could coordinate and guide activities and projects for women in
order to better informwonen of their rights.

19. The Committee expressed the fear that, despite the efforts made in the
political sphere, wonen's representation at the policy-making | evel was mninal

20. The Comm ttee enphasi zed that cultural characteristics could not be allowed
to undermne the principle of the universality of human rights, which remained

i nal i enabl e and non-negoti able, nor to prevent the adoption of appropriate
neasures in favour of wonen. As a result, the Cormittee renmi ned concerned at
the profound inequalities affecting the status of wonmen in Mrocco.

Consi derabl e discrimnation in the area of nmarriage, conjugal relations, divorce
and the custody of children and with regard to the puni shnment of adultery and
the ability to pass on nationality continued to benefit the husband to the
detrinment of the wife.

21. The Comm ttee enphasized that discrimnation was not linmted to the private
sphere but also affected the public sphere. Blatant inequalities could be
observed in wonen's recruitnent, wages and | eave entitl enents.

22. The Committee noted with concern that no | egislation was envisaged to
protect wonen against all fornms of violence. The Commttee was al so surprised
that the report made no nention of article 6 of the Convention, concerning
prostitution.

23. The Commttee was concerned at the high rate of female illiteracy, which
affected little girls and rural wormen in particul ar

24. The Commttee noted with concern that the progranme of action for wonen's
heal th was not sufficiently devel oped in Mdrocco, especially in rural areas, and
that the maternal nortality rate remained quite high

Suggestions and reconmmendati ons

25. The Committee recomended that the State party consolidate the principle of
equal ity between nen and wonen in all spheres in order to incorporate it into
the Constitution and bring it into line with the relevant international norns of
t he Conventi on.

26. The Committee expressed the hope that the Government woul d envi sage,
through the political will of its |eaders, the gradual wthdrawal of the many
reservations that were seriously underm ning the proper inplenentation of the
Conventi on.

27. The Comm ttee recommended the establishnent of specific machinery that
woul d coordi nate and guide action in favour of wonen and woul d be able to
prevent the persistence of attitudes, prejudices and stereotypes that

di scrim nated agai nst wonen.
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28. The Committee further reconmrended that education in wonen's rights,
covering national and international |egislation, be provided in all school and
university systenms, to wonmen's associ ati ons and non-gover nnental organi zations
and in rural areas.

29. The Committee recomended that the conpetent national bodies, the wonen's
sections of the different political parties, and associations and

non- gover nment al organi zati ons should do their utnost to bring about as great a
change in nen's traditional role in the famly and in society as in wonen's, so
as to ensure genuine equality of opportunity between nmen and wonen in al
spheres. It observed that revising the content and the orientation of schoo
text books in order to elimnate stereotypes and negative images of wonen could
help to speed up a change of nentality and renobve certai n obstacl es.

30. The Committee al so asked the Governnent to pay particular attention to

vul nerabl e groups, such as wonen heads of househol d, abandoned wonen and

di sabl ed wonen, and to take the necessary steps to protect them from any form of
exclusion or marginalization. Overcomng inequality contributed to poverty
reduction and to the country's econom ¢ devel opnment. The Conmittee recomended
to the Governnent that appropriate, effective neasures be taken to reduce both
the illiteracy rate and the maternal nortality rate, which were high in rura

ar eas.

31. The Committee strongly recomended that the Governnment continue its efforts
to nodify and amend | egislation that was still discrimnatory, in order to bring
it intoline with the provisions of the Convention. Wile respecting the stages
in Mbrocco's political, economc, sociological and cultural evolution and the
need for the population to support any reform concerning wonen's rights, the
Comittee encouraged the CGovernnent to persevere in using ijtihad and the
positive interpretation of sacred texts to give the necessary inpetus to the
status of women and to gradually change nentalities. Mislimculture, with its
val ues of equality, justice and tol erance, incorporated the principles of human
rights, especially wonen's rights, perfectly and could ensure their devel opnent
and observance.

32. Lastly, the Committee asked the Governnment to respond to all its concerns

in the next report and to provide statistics on all areas that had a bearing on
t he advancenment on wonen, so that the progress nade coul d be neasured.



