UNITED
NATIONS A S

General Assembly Distr.
Security Council GENERAL

A 52/ 61

S/ 1997/ 68

23 January 1997
ENGLI SH

ORI G NAL: FRENCH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY SECURI TY COUNCI L
Fifty-second session Fifty-second year
HUMAN RI GHTS QUESTI ONS:  HUMAN RI GHTS

S| TUATI ONS AND REPORTS OF SPECI AL

RAPPORTEURS AND REPRESENTATI VES

Letter dated 15 January 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

I have the honour to draw your attention to the declaration by the
Presi dency of the European Union on the situation in the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a, issued on 9 January 1997 (see annex).

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circulated as an official docunent of the General Assenbly, under the
agenda itementitled "Human rights questions: human rights situations and
reports of special rapporteurs and special representatives”, and of the Security
Counci |

(Signed) Dr. N H BIEGWAN
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: English and French]
Decl aration by the Presidency of the European Union on

the situation in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
issued at Brussels on 9 January 1997

The European Uni on has noted with appreciation the report of the Persona
Representative of the Chairman-in-Ofice of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), M. Felipe Gonzal ez, and fully endorses the
concl usi ons and recomrendati ons contai ned therein.

The European Uni on attaches particular inportance to the conclusion in that
report that the results of the elections on 17 Novenber reflect the will of the
majority of the citizens of Serbia and that the coalition Zajedno has won the
| ocal elections in 13 cities, as well as in 8 nmunicipalities and the Assenbly of
the Gty of Bel grade.

The Union notes the letter of Foreign Mnister Miulitinovit to the OSCE
Chairman-in-Ofice, but calls upon the authorities in the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia, and in particular upon President Ml osevit of Serbia, to accept
fully the conclusions and recomendati ons of the Personal Representative and to
act upon them without del ay.

Fol | owi ng the concl usi ons of the European Council of Dublin, the European
Union furthernmore calls upon the authorities in the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia to enter into a constructive dialogue with the opposition and to
ensure the viability and availability of the independent nedi a.

The European Union reiterates its appeal to the authorities in the Federa
Republic of Yugoslavia to refrain fromthe use of force agai nst peaceful
denonstrators and journali sts.

Recalling its declaration of 9 April 1996 setting out, inter alia, the
conditions for the devel opment of good relations with the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a, the European Union reaffirms its position that only reformdirected
towards full denocratization and liberalization of the political and economc
system in dialogue with the opposition, as well as respect for human rights and
for the rights of mnorities will bring a solution to the present problens and
allow for the full integration of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia into the
i nternational conmunity.



