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ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA AND OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONAL NMATTERS

Venues of sessions of subsidiary organs of the Counci

Note by the Secretari at

1. In paragraph 8 of its resolution 51/211 A of 18 Decenber 1996, the Genera
Assenbly invited all subsidiary bodies that are authorized to nmeet away from
their established headquarters to review, in the interest of inproved efficiency
and cost-effectiveness, the exception to the headquarters rule in light of the
current situation of their work, and to nake reconmmendati ons thereon, through
the Conmittee on Conferences, to the Assenbly at its fifty-second session

2. In paragraph 9 of the sane resolution, the Assenbly invited the Econom c
and Social Council to carry out the reviewreferred to above in respect of its
subsi di ary bodi es.

3. The headquarters rule is found in section | of Assenbly resol ution 40/243
of 18 Decenber 1985. In respect of the subsidiary bodies of the Council, it
states that the functional conm ssions "shall neet at their established
headquarters unl ess the Council designates another place to achieve a nore
rational pattern of the work programe, taking into account any recommendation
of the conmmission concerned and in consultation with the Secretary-Ceneral"
The resolution also stipulates that the regul ar sessions of the regiona

comm ssions, as well as meetings of their subsidiary bodies, "may be held away
fromtheir headquarters when the comm ssion concerned so deci des, subject, in
the case of the regular sessions of the comm ssions, to the approval of the
Econom ¢ and Social Council and the General Assenbly". Such a decision on a
venue ot her than the established headquarters woul d be taken by the Council and
the Assenbly during their consideration of the relevant biennial cal endar of
conferences and neetings.

* E/1997/ 2.

97-01835 (E) 240197 /...



E/ 1997/ 8

Engl i sh
Page 2
4. The established headquarters of the functional comm ssions of the Counci

are as follows:
(a) Statistical Commission - New York;
(b) Commission on Popul ati on and Devel opnent - New York
(c) Commission for Social Devel opnment - New York;
(d) Commission on the Status of Wnen - New York
(e) Commission on Sustainabl e Devel opnent - New York
(f) Commission on Hunman Rights - Geneva
(g) Commission on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnent - Ceneva,;
(h) Commission on Narcotic Drugs - Vienna;
(i) Commission on Crime Prevention and Crimnal Justice - Vienna.

No wai ver of the headquarters rule has been requested for a session of a
functional comm ssion of the Council in many years.

5. Regul ar sessions of the regional comm ssions are on occasion held away from
their established headquarters. Such neetings are governed by the provisions of
section | of Assenbly resolution 40/243 di scussed in paragraph 3 above. Wen
the venue of the session is other than the headquarters of the Commission, it is
indicated in the cal endar of conferences, which is approved by the Council and,
after it has been exam ned by the Committee on Conferences, by the Assenbly as
wel I .

6. The only exception to the rule is the Executive Board of the United Nations
Devel opnent Programme, which holds its annual session alternately at United
Nations Headquarters in New York and the United Nations O fice at Geneva
pursuant to paragraph 4 (a) of section | of Assenbly resolution 40/243.

7. None of the other subsidiary bodies of the Council, including its standing

comm ttees and groups of experts, has requested to neet other than at its
est abl i shed headquarters in recent nenory.



