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LETTER DATED 22 JANUARY 1997 FROM THE CHARGE D AFFAI RES A I.
OF THE PERMANENT M SSI ON OF YUGOSLAVI A TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have been instructed by nmy Governnent to wite to you in connection with
the situation in the region of Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja and Western Sirm um
the adm nistration of which is the responsibility of the Security Counci l

Fol | owi ng the positions of the Government of the Republic of Croatia
presented in the letter dated 13 January 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative
of Croatia to the United Nations addressed to the President of the Security
Counci | (S/1997/27), ny Government deenms it necessary to draw your attention to
the positions of the local Serb authorities on this matter contained in their
letter dated 16 January 1997 which has been forwarded to the Security Counci
through the Transitional Adm nistration (see annex).

| should be grateful if you would circulate the text of the present letter
and its annex as a docunent of the Security Council

(Signed) VM adislav JOVANOVI C
Chargé d' affaires a.i

97-01772 (E) 220197 /...
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Annex

Letter dated 16 January 1997, at Vukovar, fromthe Assenbly and
the Executive Council of the Region of Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja
and Western Sirmum the United Nations Protected Area

Recogni zi ng the cat astrophi c consequences of the civil war in Croati a,
resolved to put an end to this situation and influence the renedying of the
consequences and the building of new denocratic and hunane rel ations, the
i nternational community has prevailed upon the two warring parties to sign the
Basic (Erdut) Agreement. This act put a stop to the civil war.

Qur region, as part of the territory of the Republic of Croatia, has been
put under the jurisdiction of an International Adm nistrator, with clear
i ndi cations that, followi ng a significant and recogni zabl e tranquillization in
mutual relations of the two sides, a reintegrative-integrative process will take
pl ace.

Wi le not resisting the positions of the international comunity vis-a-vis
t he existence and functioning of Croatia as a sovereign State, we could not, nor
nmust we, forget the manner of its creation, both because of the obligation of
achi eving the highest |level of security for the nenbers of our community and
because of our genuine contribution to the further devel opnment of the Croatian
State. To this end, we have continually pointed out our positions, pleading
with the international community and the Croatian side to recognize in themonly
the necessary reality and the only way of overcoming the created aninpsities,
sufferings and frustrations. O |ate we have had various draft documents
presented which by their content and essence are along the lines that are bel ow
t he nmeani ng of the provisions of the Erdut Agreement. Each of them contains
di m ni shed rights and guarantees to a future normal and prosperous life. It is
i nconprehensi ble that the need for a full demlitarization of the area in which
until recently warring people had to Iive together has been pointed out and
proved for so long and to so little avail. The Serbs have surrendered their
arms, but Croatia has not desisted fromits intention of replacing the mlitary
conponent of the United Nations Transitional Admi nistration for Eastern
Sl avoni a, Baranja and Western Sirm um (UNTAES) with its regular army.

Furthernore, the problens of refugees and di spl aced persons pointed out in
the Erdut Agreenment, equally difficult irrespective of national affiliation, and
as such enphasized in the relevant United Nations resolution, have been
conpl etely pushed aside in the recently presented draft docunents which aspire
to acquire validity by being confirned in the United Nations Security Council
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Al ready these two el enents are accentuating the feelings of insecurity and
fear anong the menbers of our community in a manner and to the extent that could
|l ead to a new exodus early this spring.

We nmust point out that our desire to becone fully reintegrated into the
Croatian State as a unique area in the formof one zupanija is also being fully
di sregarded even though it does not question in any way whatsoever the
territorial integrity and sovereignty of Croatia. In it we have recognized the
clear desire of Croatia to prevent in future all initiatives, even at the | eve
of local self-governnent and administration, notivated by majoritariani sm

IV

W, the representatives of the Serbian comunity, believing in the
objectivity of international institutions and the desire of the Croatian
authorities to devel op denocratic and humane relations in this region, aware of
t he deci sive noment at which we find ourselves and of the grave consequences for
all, call upon the Security Council to assess in detail and conprehensively the
results to date of the work and contribution to the realization of the peace
process of all participants and to define resolutely and definitively the
positions of all, including prescribing neasures for the achi evement of the
desired goal which, as we understand it, is a peaceful and secure life for al
t hrough hunane and equitable relations w thout any el enents of existing or
potential discrimnation achieved primarily through war and aggression.

V

The Serbian side believes that it is possible to achieve a conprehensive
solution in the foll owi ng way:

1. By fully and lastingly demlitarizing the present UNTAES area with
respect both to arnms and to arned persons;

2. By placing a noratoriumon the obligation of the nenbers of the
Serbian ethnic community to serve in the mlitary for a period of at |east
15 years, accepting the principle of possible voluntary service;

3. By equating the rights of refugees and displ aced persons in the sense
that nenbers of any ethnic comunity cannot be evicted fromtenporary
accommodation facilities in which they currently reside until they are ensured
return to renovated facilities abandoned for whatever reason at the time of war
activities or are given fair conpensation for destroyed or damaged property or
are provi ded appropriate accommpdation in the place of their present residence;

4. By enabling the Serbian ethnic community living in the regi on under
the present United Nations Transitional Administration to set up and adm nister
a uni que zupanija within the sovereign Croatian State as a formof |ocal self-
government or administration or as any other form of organization of that |evel
and neaning in future;
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5. By having the international comunity confirmthe validity and

objectivity of the positions of the Serbian ethnic comunity by taking a clear
position in a United Nations resolution of lasting duration

Vi

We, the representatives of the Serbian ethnic comunity, are convinced that
in the sense of the aforenmentioned we have not even hypothesized a possibility
of dimnishing or limting the relevant civil rights of the present and future
i nhabitants of the region under the Transitional Administration in the Republic
of Croati a.

Presi dent of the Executive Council Presi dent of the Regional Assenbly

(Signed) Vojislav Stanimrovit (Signed) Borivoje Zivanovit



