UNITED
NATIONS S

Security Council

Di str.
GENERAL

S/ 1997/ 56
21 January 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

PROGRESS REPCRT OF THE SECRETARY- GENERAL ON
THE SI TUATI ON IN TAJI KI STAN

1. The present report is subnmitted in accordance with the Secretary-General's
undert aki ng of 5 Decenber (S/1996/1010, para. 33) to report again in one nonth
on the issue of conpliance by the parties with the provisions of the ceasefire
agreement and on possible results of the neetings between Tajik President
Enmomal i S. Rakhnonov and M. S. Abdullo Nuri, leader of the United Tajik

Qpposi tion (UTO.

. PROGRESS OF NEGOTI ATI ONS

2. Since early Decenber, the Government of Tajikistan and the UTO have nade
progress in their negotiations. On 10 and 11 Decenber, President Rakhnmonov and
M. Nuri met in Khusdeh, northern Afghanistan, for a prelimnary neeting prior
to a summit neeting to be held in Mbscow. President Burhanuddi n Rabbani of the
Islamic State of Afghanistan and the Special Representative of the Secretary-
General for Tajikistan, M. Gerd Merrem were al so present. Two docunments were
signed at Khusdeh: a joint statenent inform ng the public about the main
agreenents reached during the tal ks and al so contai ning an appeal for the
extension of the mandate of the United Nations M ssion of Cbservers in

Taji kistan (UNMOT) (annex 1); and an agreenent on the restoration of the
ceasefire (annex Il). The latter provides for the cessation of arnmed
hostilities as of mdnight on 12 Decenber, the di sengagenent of forces in the
Tavi |l dara sector, the renoval of all military posts fromthe Dushanbe-Jirgata
road, and the release by the UTO of governnment servicemen taken prisoner in the
course of the latest events in the Tavildara and Karategin Valley areas. UNMOT
is requested in the agreenent to deploy military observers on both sides of the
separation area in the Tavildara sector; to assist, together with the
International Commttee of the Red Cross (ICRC), in the release of prisoners of
war; and to facilitate the controlling and nonitoring role of the Joint

Commi ssion, the main body entrusted with the inplenentation of the agreenent.

3. Presi dent Rakhmonov and M. Nuri also initialled the text of a draft
agreenent to be signed at the formal neeting in Moscow. |Its main points are the
conpletion, by 1 July 1997, of all docunents provided for in the protocol on the
fundanental principles for establishing peace and national accord of

17 August 1995 (S/1995/720, annex), and the conclusion of the inter-Tajik talks
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within 12 to 18 nonths; the establishnent of a conm ssion on nationa
reconciliation for the transition period under the chairmanship of a UTO
representative; general amesty; full exchange of prisoners of war and
det ai nees; and the extension of the ceasefire agreenent for the duration of
inter-Tajik talks (see S/1996/1070, annex 1).

4. The sunmt neeting between President Rakhnmonov and M. Nuri began in Moscow
on 21 Decenber. On 23 Decenber, the two | eaders signed two docunents. The
first docunent was the agreenent initialled at Khusdeh. The second docunment was
a protocol that defines the functions and the powers of the comm ssion on
national reconciliation (see S/1996/1070, annex I1). That protocol, which forns
an integral part of the Khusdeh agreenent, was drafted with the participation of
the Russian Federation in close consultation with Special Representative Merrem
The parties further agreed that the next round of inter-Tajik tal ks would begin
in Tehran on 5 January 1997

5. The Tehran tal ks began after a one-day delay on 6 January and | asted unti
19 January. The two parties achieved progress on the statute of the comm ssion
of national reconciliation. Two inportant elenments renain unresolved: the

al |l ocation of seats on the conmission to the parties and i ndependent persons,
and appropriate security guarantees for the UTO nenbers. The two sides agreed
to continue work on a conprom se proposal suggested by the United Nations.

6. The parties al so signed a protocol on refugees (annex I11), and di scussed
in detail a protocol on political problens, both provided for in the protocol of
17 August 1995 (see S/1995/720, annex). As regards the protocol on politica
problens, the parties initialled their agreenent on three out of four
substantive issues. These were nutual forgiveness and ammesty; participation by
the UTOin the central electoral comm ssion; and the nmechani smof integration of
UTO representatives to the Government during the transitional period. The
parties failed to reach agreement, however, on the nodalities and conditions of
reformng mlitary/political nmovenents into political parties and of lifting a
ban on their activities.

7. At the closing cerenmony on 19 January, the two del egations issued a joint
statenent on the progress achi eved during the round of tal ks (annex V),
agreeing to nmeet again on 26 February in either Moscow or Tehran, where, in
addition to the renmaining political issues, the parties would discuss the
protocol on mlitary issues provided for in the protocol of 17 August 1995

1. DEVELOPMENTS I N TAJI KI STAN

8. When the two | eaders net in northern Afghani stan in md-Decenber, fighting
was ongoing in the Tavildara sector and in the Karategin Valley. Follow ng the
Khusdeh ceasefire agreenent, the fighting cane to a halt in the Tavildara sector
and sections of the Karategin Valley. An exception was Garm where the
opposition forces continued to attack governnent troops whomthey had encircled
at the airport. These attacks ceased on 15 Decenber, as a delegation arrived in
Dushanbe from UTO headquarters in Tal ogan, northern Afghanistan, to secure ful
adherence to the ceasefire by opposition field conmanders. Since then, and as
of the time of witing, no major fighting has been reported between governnent
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and opposition forces in the country, although the situation remained tense
owi ng to rumours of redeploynents by both sides as well as the serious incidents
descri bed bel ow.

9. Fol | owi ng requests by both the Government and opposition to UNMOT for on-

t he- ground support of the ceasefire accord reached at Khusdeh, and after
assurances of security by both sides, two UNMOT teans set out for Garm on

15 Decenber in a convoy with a Tajik Deputy Mnister of the Interior and four
nenbers of the Joint Comm ssion, two fromeach side. At the Sari Pul checkpoi nt
at the southern approach to Garm however, the UNMOT military observers were
stopped by governnent sol diers, physically harassed, their lives threatened and
their equi pment stolen. They nmanaged to escape when the attention of the
checkpoi nt commander was di stracted by an oncomi ng vehicle; they reached Garm
the foll owing day by another route. UNMOT protested strongly to the CGovernnent
at this second instance of harassnment of its personnel two weeks after a sinilar
i nci dent at Chorsaoda checkpoint. The CGovernnent apol ogi zed for the incident.

10. The UTO del egati on from Tal ogan was headed by M. Davlat Usnon, the Chief

of Mlitary Staff, and arrived in Garmon 17 Decenber. He net with opposition
field commanders present in the Karategin Valley and briefed themon the outcone
of the prelimnary neeting between President Rakhnmonov and M. Nuri, with a view
to securing effective inplementation of the ceasefire agreenment. Tensions in
the valley greatly subsided as a result of the neetings and as a gesture of
goodwi | | opposition comanders rel eased several governnment servicenmen they had
been hol di ng pri soner.

11. On 20 Decenber, a five-vehicle convoy travelling from Garmto Dushanbe was
taken hostage by an arned group and held in a hanlet called Kal ai nav, five
kilonetres west of Cbhigarm Twenty-three persons were travelling in the convoy,
i ncl udi ng menbers of the Joint Commi ssion from both sides, governnent officials
and servi cenen, and nine United Nations personnel, of whom seven were mlitary
observers and two |local staff. The |eader of the arned group clainmed to be
acting in the name of Commander Rizvon Saidov, a forner opposition field
comander who had recently joined the Government. The group denanded the

rel ease by the UTO of M. Saidov's brother and three others in return for the
host ages.

12. Following intensive negotiations by the Governnent, the opposition and
UNMOT, the group rel eased the hostages the next day, except for the two

opposi tion nenbers of the Joint Comm ssion who were to be exchanged for the four
prisoners who were being held by a regional opposition conmander in the

Tavil dara sector. One United Nations mlitary observer stayed behind in
Kal ai nav to provi de comruni cations. Subsequently it becane known that of the
four prisoners, one had died and another had been freed sone tine ago.

Followi ng direct orders fromM. Nuri, the opposition field commander agreed to
rel ease the remaining two in exchange for the two nmenbers of the Joint

Commi ssion. The exchange finally took place on 26 Decenber.

13. I n Dushanbe, serious acts of violence underm ned security in the capital.
I n md-Decenber, three bonbs exploded in the centre of town. One, in the post
office, resulted in the death of several people. Two other bonbs expl oded in
the sane vicinity. No one has clainmed responsibility for the bonmbs and
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Presi dent Rakhnmonov has publicly stated that he did not believe the opposition
was responsible. In early January two Tajik security officers were nurdered and
four Russian servicenen |lost their lives to what is believed to have been
terrorist acts.

14. On 8 January 1997, in Tursunzade, the Commander of the Government's Rapid
Reacti on Brigade, together with sonme 200 soldiers loyal to him encircled the
security forces of the Mayor of Tursunzade, denmanding the reinstatenent of the
former Mayor and the return of mlitary equi pment allegedly stolen fromthe

Bri gade' s headquarters near Kurgan-Tyube. Despite an order by President
Rakhnonov for the Brigade to return to base, fighting broke out between the two
forces in the norning of 9 Decenber, resulting in the take-over of Tursunzade's
admi nistrative building by the Rapid Reaction Brigade. The Mayor fled the town.
The President then instructed the commander of the Presidential Guard to send
troops to protect the alumniumplant in the towmn. As the Presidential CGuard
forces approached the town, they were blocked fromentering by a denonstration
of some 400 townspeople, nostly women. The President ordered the Presidentia
Guard to withdraw. At the tinme of witing, the situation in Tursunzade, which
has been the site of disturbances in the past, remained unsettl ed.

15. As the talks in Tehran neared conclusion, on 18 January a denonstration was
hel d i n Khujand demandi ng the inclusion of representatives fromthe Nationa
Renai ssance Bl ock (founded by three former Prinme Mnisters fromthe region) in
the conm ssion of national reconciliation. The denonstration ended peacefully
the following day after a protocol was signed between representatives of the
denonstrators and the | ocal government authorities. According to the protocol

a nessage is to be sent to President Rakhnonov by the | ocal governnent

authority, urging himto neet with the | eader of the Block, M. Abdullajanov, to
incorporate the interests of all political parties and nmovenents in the next
round of inter-Tajik talks.

16. In the Karategin Valley and the Tavildara sector, tense cal mprevail ed,
pendi ng the outcome of the Tehran tal ks. Governnent representatives and the UTO
del egation led by M. Usnon continued their contacts and agreed on the renoval

of all checkpoints along the Garm Dushanbe road and the opening of the road to
all civilian traffic. On 16 January, the Governnent confirnmed that the
opposition had released all its servicenen taken prisoner during fighting in
Novenber and Decenber, in accordance with the agreenent reached in northern

Af ghani st an.

17. However, the activity of armed groups, notably that led by R zvon Sai dov,
who are not under effective control of either the Government or the UTO
continued to pose a serious obstacle. In addition, a |arge nunber of
anti-personnel mnes, insufficiently charted and currently covered by snow, pose
a serious hazard.

18. In these circunstances, UNMOT continued to operate with a limted
deploynent. It maintained a strengthened teamin Garmto support the contacts
bet ween Governnment and UTO and naintained its offices in Khorog and in Tal ogan
nort hern Afghanistan. It also carried out patrols from Dushanbe, including one
to Tursunzade in connection with the recent disturbances there.
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[11. OBSERVATI ONS
19. The agreenent reached in Mdscow has broken the I ong inpasse that had
exi sted between the parties on the main political issues. It represents a
qualitative change for the better, provided it is carried out as witten. It

was to be hoped that the Tehran tal ks would bring nore progress in that regard.
However, there is no question that a step forward has been made since | ast
nont h.

20. The situation in Tajikistan remains extrenely fluid. It is never easy to
overcone the enmty and mstrust created in years of arned conflict and there
are elenents on both sides who believe that their interests are better served by
continued fighting. The Secretary-General views the harassnent of United
Nations personnel last nmonth in this light. However, the agreenents reached

bet ween the two sides have given new inpetus to efforts ainmed at achieving
reconciliation, efforts that require the international comunity's vigorous
support.

21. The agreenents reached between the two sides entail new tasks for UNMOT.

As regards the maintenance of the ceasefire, the inplenentation of the Khusdeh
agreenment will result in central Tajikistan becom ng nore than before the focus
of activities for UNMOT mlitary observers. UNMOT will carry out its
responsibilities in this regard to the extent that its essential security

requi renents are met. Concerning cooperation with the Conm ssion on Nationa
Reconciliation, M. Merremw || be pursuing with the parties the question of the
practical inplications this will have for the United Nations.

22. Wth reference to paragraph 6 of Security Council resolution 1089 (1996) of
13 Decenber 1996, the Secretary-General is recomendi ng no changes in the nature
and size of the United Nations presence in Tajikistan at this stage. He wll,

of course, keep the situation under review and revert to the Council in due

cour se.
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Annex |

Joint statenent issued by the President of Tajikistan
and the | eader of the United Tajik Opposition

W, having net on 10 and 11 Decenber 1996 in northern Afghani stan, have
agreed, in the presence of the President of the Islanm c State of Afghanistan
Pr of essor Bur hanuddi n Rabbani and the Special Representative of the Secretary-
Ceneral of the United Nations for Tajikistan, M. G D. Merrem to neet on
19 Decenber 1996 in Mbscow. The aimof the neeting will be to resolve issues
related to the Tajiks' fate through negotiation and consolidation in order to
get our suffering people out of their deep difficulties and to achi eve nationa
reconciliation in the country. To that end, we are concludi nhg an agreenent
procl ai mi ng the establishnment of a council on national reconciliation.
Meanwhi | e, we express our intention to announce a ceasefire for the entire
period of the inter-Tajik talks.

During our neeting in Afghanistan we al so signed a protocol ained at
halting the fighting as well as restoring the work of the hukumats (executive
committees) and official structures in the Karategin and Tavil dara areas.

W hope that the docunents prepared by us will define the nost appropriate
way towards national accord and nutual confidence and |lay the ground for
achi eving the essential purposes of the nation. There is nothing better than
mut ual confi dence for achieving our goal

W request the United Nations Secretary-General to recomend to the
Security Council that it extend the mandate of the United Nations M ssion of
Qoservers in Tajikistan.

We express our sincere gratitude to the President of the Islamc State of
Af ghani st an, Professor Burhanuddi n Rabbani, the Special Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations for Tajikistan, M. Gerd Merrem and the
Governnents of the Russian Federation, the Islam ¢ Republic of Iran and all
observer States at the inter-Tajik talks for their efforts in arranging this
neeting.

(Signed) Enonali Sharipovi ch RAKHVONOV (Signed) Said Abdullo NUR
Presi dent of the Republic Leader of the United
of Tajikistan Taji k Opposition

(Signed) GCerd Dietrich MERREM
Speci al Representative of the Secretary-Cenera
of the United Nations for Tajikistan
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Annex 11
[Original: Russian]
Protocol on settlenent of the mlitary and political situation

in the areas of confrontation, signed in northern Afghani stan
on 11 Decenber 1996

The President of the Republic of Tajikistan, M. Enmomali S. Rakhnonov, and
the | eader of the United Tajik Opposition, M. S. Abdullo Nuri, condem the
recent marked deterioration in the mlitary and political situation in the
Karategin Vall ey and Tavil dara areas of the Republic on the eve of their Myscow
nmeeting, and have agreed as foll ows:

1. Before the signing of the Agreenent in Mscow, to halt all mlitary
action starting at 00 hours on 12 Decenber 1996;

2. The parties shall withdraw their armed units and formations fromthe
Dushanbe- Khor og hi ghway. Towards Tavil dara, they shall establish their posts
respectively on both sides of the Karanak pass (the government post in sector N1
and the opposition post in the village of Saridasht). They request the United
Nations M ssion of Cbservers in Tajikistan to assign representatives to these
posts as observers. Simultaneously, the armed formations of the United Tajik
Qpposition shall withdraw fromthe centre of Tavildara to the village of Dashti-
Sher. The governnment forces shall remain on the summit of the Khaburobot pass
and in the Labi-Dar locality;

3. The parties shall renove their arnmed posts on the Dushanbe-Jirgata
hi ghway. The United Tajik Opposition shall withdraw its armed formations from
the regi onal centres of Konsonol abad, Garm Taji kabad and Jirgatal. The

Mnistry of Internal Affairs battalion shall remain at Garmat the |ocation
where it was previously stationed;

4. As a confidence-buil ding neasure, the United Taji k QOpposition shal
rel ease the mlitary personnel of the governnent forces taken prisoner or
hostage in the course of the recent events in the Tavil dara, Konsonol abad, Garm
Taj i kabad and Jirgatal regions. The United Nations M ssion of Cbservers in
Taji kistan and the International Conmttee of the Red Cross shall be requested
to assist in the conduct of this humanitarian action

5. For purposes of preventing val uabl es, weapons, narcotic substances and
other itenms prevented by |aw from bei ng snuggled in and out, a custons contro
post shall be established on the border between the Jlrgatal region and the
Republic of Kyrgyzstan, and also, by the forces of the Governnent and the United
Taji k Opposition, a joint border post;

6. The functioning of the lawful authorities in the territory of
Tavi | dara, Konmsonol abad, Garm Taji kabad and Jirgatal regions shall be restored
In selecting and depl oying troops and offices of the organs responsible for
internal affairs, preference shall be given to |ocal professionally trained
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personnel. The United Tajik Opposition accepts and will not inpede the normnal
functioning of the structures of power;

7. Monitoring of the application of the present Protocol shall be the
responsi bility of the Joint Conmission. The United Nations M ssion of Cbservers
in Tajikistan shall be requested to assist in this respect;

8. The Protocol shall enter into force at the tinme of its signature.
(Signed) Enonali Sharipovi ch RAKHVONOV (Signed) Said Abdullo NURI
Presi dent of the Republic Leader of the United
of Tajikistan Taj i k Opposition

(Signed) Gerd Dietrich MERREM
Speci al Representative of the Secretary-Ceneral
of the United Nations for Tajikistan
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Annex 11
[Original: Russian]

Protocol on refugees, signed in Tehran on 13 January 1997

Wth a view to overcom ng the consequences of the civil war and achi eving
peace and national accord in the country, and in accordance with the protocol on
t he fundanental principles for establishing peace and national accord in
Taji kistan of 17 August 1995, the joint statement on the results of the fourth
round of inter-Tajik talks in Almaty and the appeal by the President of the
Republic of Tajikistan, M. Enmonali S. Rakhnonov, and the | eader of the United
Tajik Opposition, M. S. Abdullo Nuri, to their fell ow countrynen who had been
forced to | eave the country, adopted in Mbscow on 23 Decenber 1996, the
del egations of the Republic of Tajikistan and the United Tajik OQpposition
(hereinafter referred to as "the Parties"), have agreed as foll ows:

1. To step up nutual efforts to ensure the voluntary return, in safety and
dignity, of all refugees and di splaced persons to their hones, and to conplete
this process within 12 to 18 nonths fromthe date of signature of this Protocol
Wth a view to ensuring their safety, honour and dignity, the Parties also cal
upon the United Nations, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OCSCE) and the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) to provide assistance in order to ensure the safety of returning
refugees and di spl aced persons and to establish and expand their presence at
pl aces where such persons are living.

2. The Governnment of the Republic of Tajikistan assumes the obligation to
reintegrate returning refugees and di spl aced persons into the social and
economc life of the country, which includes the provision to them of
hurmani tari an and financial aid, assistance in finding enploynment and housi ng and
the restoration of all their rights as citizens of the Republic of Tajikistan
(including the return to them of dwellings and property and guarant eed
uninterrupted service), and not to institute crimnal proceedings agai nst
returning refugees or displaced persons for their participation in the politica
confrontation and the civil war, in accordance with the legislative acts in
force in the Republic.

3. The Parties have decided to resune the work of the Joint Comm ssion on
problens relating to refugees and, within one nonth fromthe date of signature
of this Protocol, with the assistance of UNHCR, to draw up a statute of the
Conmi ssi on.

4. The Parties have decided to instruct the Joint Conmission, with the
participation of representatives of |ocal hukumats (executive conm ttees) and
the United Tajik Opposition for the period during which this Protocol is being
i npl enented, to visit on a regular basis, in accordance with a separate
ti metabl e, refugee canps in the Islam c Republic of Afghanistan, places in the
Commonweal t h of | ndependent States (CI'S) where there are concentrations of
refugees and districts in the Republic of Tajikistan to which refugees and
di spl aced persons intend to return. Simlar visits shall be organi zed by the

/...
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Joint Commi ssion to places where displaced persons live in | arge nunbers. The
above-nentioned timetable shall be agreed by the Joint Conm ssion within one
month fromthe date of signature of this Protocol.

5. The Parties appeal to the Governnents of the CIS States to consider
i ssuing tenporary identity documents to refugees from Tajikistan and to assi st
UNHCR in carrying out additional measures to ensure the safety of refugees and
to defend their honour and dignity.

6. The Parties express their sincere gratitude to the United Nations,
UNHCR, OSCE, donor countries and the Aga Khan Foundation for their assistance
and at the sanme tinme nmake an urgent appeal to themand to the Internationa
Monet ary Fund, the World Bank, the European Devel opment Bank, the |slam c Bank
and the Aga Khan Foundation to provide additional and substantial financial and
mat eri al support to refugees and di spl aced persons and to the Joint Comm ssion
on problens relating to refugees, and al so for the purpose of rehabilitating the
nati onal econony destroyed by the war and inproving the well-being of the
popul ati on.

(Signed) Tal bak NAZAROV (Signed) Khoja Akbar TURAJONZCDAH
Head of the del egation Head of the del egation of
of the Government of the the United Tajik Opposition

Republic of Tajikistan

(Signed) Gerd Dietrich MERREM
Speci al Representative of the Secretary-Cenera
of the United Nations for Tajikistan



S/ 1997/ 56
Engl i sh
Page 11

Annex 1V
[Original: Russian]

Joint statenment by the delegation of the Governnent of

Tajikistan and the delegation of the United Tajik

pposition on the results of the talks held in Tehran
from5 to 19 January 1997

On the instructions of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan,
Enmomal i S. Rakhnonov, and the |eader of the United Tajik Opposition,
S. Abdullo Nuri, delegations of the parties conducted in Tehran fromb5 to
19 January 1997, under United Nations auspices, talks on the issues specified in
t he agreenent and protocol signed by themin Mdscow on 23 Decenber 1996. The
del egation of the Governnment of the Republic of Tajikistan was headed by the
M nister for Foreign Affairs, M. Tal bak Nazarov, and the del egation of the
United Tajik Opposition by the First Deputy | eader of the United Tajik
Qpposition, M. K. Akbar Turaj onzodah. The Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary-CGeneral for Tajikistan, M. Gerd D. Merrem acted as
facilitator in the course of the talks. The talks were attended by observers
fromthe Islamic State of Afghanistan, the Islam ¢ Republic of Iran, Kazakstan
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, the Russian Federation, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, the
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the Organization
of the Islamc Conference (OCQ).

In accordance with the agreenents reached, the parties conducted an in-
dept h discussion of issues relating to the size of the comm ssion on nationa
reconciliation, who should serve on it and its specific functions and powers.
In this context, they reviewed a draft protocol on political problens, of which
t he agreenent and protocol of 23 Decenber 1996 formintegral parts.

The parties considered a draft statute of the commi ssion on nationa
reconciliation and agreed on the structure of the statute, as well as on the
nunber of nmenbers of the commssion - 27 - and its specific functions and
powers. Agreenent was reached to continue discussion of issues relating to
qguotas in the comm ssion and guarantees of the safety of its nmenbers.

In the course of the round, progress was nade in agreeing on the protoco
on political problens.

Agreenent was reached on three of the four political issues of principle:

(a) The procedure for adoption of the Reciprocal Pardon Act and the
Amesty Act;

(b) The central conmmission on elections and the conduct of the referendum
for the transition period and the quota of representatives of the United Tajik
Qpposition in its nenbership;
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(c) Reformof the Government and the mechani smfor including
representatives of the United Tajik Opposition in the power structures in
accordance with a quota.

The parties agreed to continue discussion of the question of renewal of the
activity of the political parties and nmovenents forming part of the United Tajik

Qpposi tion

For purposes of overcomi ng the consequences of the civil war and achieving
peace and national accord, the parties signed the protocol on refugee questions,
which forns an integral part of the general agreenent on the establishnment of
peace in the country. The protocol deternmines the political and | ega
paraneters for the voluntary return of refugees and forcibly displaced persons
to their homes in conditions of safety and dignity, their reintegration into the
econom c, political and social life of the country and also the restoration of
their civil and property rights and the guaranteeing of their security.

The parties agreed to conduct the next round of talks starting on
26 February 1997, in Mdscow or Tehran, in line with the invitations of the
Russi an Federation and the |Islamc Republic of Iran

The parties expressed their deep gratitude to the | eadership of the Islamc
Republic of Iran for the hospitality and assi stance extended for the
organi zati on and conduct of the talks in Tehran. They al so expressed their
gratitude to the representatives of the observer States and internationa
organi zations for their cooperation and support in the course of the talks.

The del egati ons of the Governnment of the Republic of Tajikistan and the
United Tajik Opposition express their sincere appreciation to the Speci al
Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations for Tajikistan for
his efforts to secure progress in the talks.

(Signed) Tal bak NAZAROV (Signed) Khoja Akbar TURAJONZCDAH
Head of the del egation of Head of the del egation of
the Republic of Tajikistan the United Tajik Opposition

(Signed) Gerd Dietrich MERREM
Speci al Representative of the Secretary-Cenera
of the United Nations for Tajikistan



