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| DENTI CAL LETTERS DATED 20 JANUARY 1997 FROM THE

PERVMANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF AFGHANI STAN TO THE

UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL
AND THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to forward herewith a letter dated 19 January 1997
addressed to you by HE. M. Abdul Rahi m Ghafoorzai, Acting Mnister for Foreign
Affairs of the Islamc State of Afghanistan

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and

its annex circul ated as a docunent of the Security Counci l

(Signed) A G Ravan FARHADI
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Identical letters dated 19 January 1997 fromthe Acting

Mnister for Foreign Affairs of Afghani stan addressed

to the Secretary-General and the President of the
Security Council

In an open challenge to every provision of international humanitarian |aw,
i n pursuance of an exclusive mlitary option and by acquiring a |large quantity
of weapons and | ogi stical support from abroad, the Taliban nercenaries attacked
and occupi ed part of Charikar, the capital of the province of Parwan to the
north of Kabul on 16 January 1997. Wth the notive of tearing apart the whole
nati onal fabric of Afghan society in general, and of terrorizing the civilian
popul ati on of the province in particular, the Taliban nmercenaries on 17 January
forcibly transferred and deported nore than 60,000 nenbers of the popul ati on of
Chari kar and ot her townships of the province to the capital, Kabul

This forcible exodus of the popul ati on, which included nostly the elderly,
wonmen and children, took place in the bone-chilling cold of winter, during the
Musl i m holy nonth of fasting of Ramadan. The majority of the forcibly deported
popul ation |l eft behind all their possessions as they left their dwelling houses.
On ng to the lack of nmeans of transport, the distressed civilian popul ation of
Chari kar was forced by the Taliban nercenaries to walk a long itinerary to reach
Kabul, itself a war-ravaged city that had already been deprived of even the
basi ¢ public services.

The Tal i ban have adopted this new policy in total disregard of the clearly
enunci ated principles of Islamand of United Nations resolutions, in particular
those relating to the situation in Afghanistan, and are critically harmng the
peace process in Afghanistan as required by the General Assenbly inits
resol ution 51/195 B of 17 Decenber 1996.

The heinous policy of coercive eviction and nmass deportation of the
civilian population which is a crine against humanity, is being carried out in
Af ghani stan while el sewhere in the world the perpetrators of such crimes are
subj ect to special jurisdiction, established to prosecute and puni sh them

The intransigent attitude of the Taliban has led to this tragic event,
whi ch took place subsequent to a three-day United Nations-sponsored tal ks held
in |slamabad, Pakistan, between the representatives of the concerned Afghan
parties. These negotiations had led to an agreenent on the need for further
negoti ations; the acts of the Taliban are therefore a naked betrayal of both the
United nations and Afghanistan itself.

It is the earnest expectation of the people and of the Islamc State of
Af ghani stan that the United Nations will address appropriately the grave
violations of international humanitarian | aw committed by the Taliban
nercenaries and those who are advising, aiding and abetting them as acconpli ces.

The Islamc State of Afghanistan calls upon the Secretary-Ceneral, the
Security Council, the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
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Ref ugees, the Departnment of Humanitarian Affairs and all concerned United
Nati ons agenci es and organi zati ons and i ntergovernnental organizations to pay
i medi ate and urgent attention to the matter

The United Nations is called upon to immediately intervene to prepare the
circunstances allowing all civilians who have been deported and forcibly
di splaced to return to their hones without being subjected to discrimnation on
the basis of gender, age or ethnic origin.

(Signed) Abdul Rahi m GHAFOORZAI
Acting Foreign Mnister



