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1. Subsidiary bodies
1. Havi ng regard to the expected workload of the Special Committee for the

current session and in order to consider the question of decolonization with an
i nnovati ve approach and to ensure transparency of work, it is suggested that the
nmeetings of the Bureau of the Special Committee be open-ended.

2. Wth regard to the Subconmittee on Small Territories, Petitions,
Informati on and Assistance, it may be recalled that in 1996 the Specia
Conmittee considered the question of integration of the Subcommittee with the
Special Conmittee on the basis of the recomrendati on contained in the 103rd
report of the Working Group (A/AC 109/L.1852). The rel evant paragraph of that
report reads as follows:

"15. The Working Group nay recall that the proposal for integration, which
was nmade by the del egati on of Papua New CQui nea, was di scussed by the Open-
ended Wrking Goup of the Special Committee on 29 March 1996. It was felt
that, for further consideration, the del egati on of Papua New Gui nea shoul d
prepare a witten proposal comparing the mandates and functions of the
Special Commttee and of its subsidiary body. The del egati on of Papua New
Qui nea submitted the witten proposal on the question of integration. The
Wir ki ng Group addressed the i ssue and decided to recormend to the Speci al
Committee that it defer any action in this regard until further exam nation
of the proposal during the next session of the Special Commttee, in 1997."

3. At its 1464th meeting, the Special Conmttee approved the recommendati on
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4. The Acting Chairman suggests that the Special Conmittee take up, early in
t he session, the question of integration of the Subcomittee on Snal
Territories, Petitions, Information and Assi stance with the Special Conmittee.
The general thrust of this proposal will help streamine the work of the
Committee, avoid duplication and enhance its efficiency.

2. Allocation of itens and procedure for consideration

5. Annexed to the present note is a list of pending matters for consideration
by the Special Commttee during the year, together with an indication of the
procedure that the Conmttee may wi sh to adopt.

6. The Special Conmittee should take into account the resol utions and
deci si ons adopted by the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session that are
relevant to the work of the Cormittee, as listed in the note by the Secretary-
Ceneral (A/AC 109/L.1855). It is also understood that they should continue to
be guided by the rel evant provisions of the resolution adopted by the Assenbly
on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration (resolution

45/ 33 of 20 Novenber 1990), as well as the Plan of Action for the Internationa
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism adopted by the Assenbly inits
resolution 46/181 of 19 Decenber 1991 on the basis of proposals contained in the
annex to the report of the Secretary-General on the Decade (A 46/ 634/ Rev.1).

7. As the Conmttee is aware, the Special Political and Decol onization
Committee (Fourth Committee) decided to defer consideration of the matter
relating to the questions of small Territories until March 1997, which was
confirmed by the General Assenbly at its 83rd plenary neeting, on

13 Decenber 1996. Pending the outcone of the consultations between the Specia
Committee and some administering Powers with good offices of the Chairman of the
Fourth Committee, the Special Commttee should take into account the

devel opnents related to those consultations in its work during the current

sessi on.

8. The Acting Chairman draws the attention of the Cormittee to the annex to
the present note, which contains no indication as to the allocation of the
itens, which will be taken at the Committee’'s plenary and/or in the Subcommttee
on Small Territories, Petitions, Informati on and Assi stance, pending a decision
of the Special Conmmittee on whether to integrate the Subconmmttee with the
Special Commi ttee.

3. Oder of priority for consideration of itens

9. The Chairman will hold consultations with regard to the order of priority
to be given for consideration of itenms in plenary neetings.

10. It is also his intention to hold consultations on specific activities
envi saged under the Plan of Action for the International Decade for the
Er adi cati on of Col onialism
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11. In the neantime, subject to the availability of the working papers prepared
by the Secretariat, it is suggested that the Special Conmttee conduct its
substantive work in accordance with the schedul e of neetings approved by the
General Assenbly at its fifty-first session (A/51/23 (Part 1), chap. |

para. 52).

4. Recommendations of the Special Committee to the
Ceneral Assenbly

12. In accordance with paragraph 31 of CGeneral Assenbly decision 34/401 of

29 Novenber 1979, and in the light of past experience, it is suggested that the

Special Committee continue to follow the procedure adopted at its 1982 session?

in connection with the fornulation of its recommendations to the Assenbly at its
fifty-second session.

5. UWilization of conference-servicing resources

13. At its fifty-first session, the General Assenbly decided to waive rules 67
and 108 of its rules of procedure in order to permt neetings to be declared
open and debates to proceed wi thout the presence of the quorumrequired under
those rules. The Assenbly al so decided that norning nmeetings should begin at
10 a. m

14. As those neasures have further enhanced the effective utilization of
conference-servicing resources, it is suggested that the Special Conmmttee
continue to follow the sane procedure. |t should be understood that, in
accordance with the rules cited, the presence of a majority of nmenbers woul d
continue to be required for any decisions to be taken

Not es

1 See Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Thirty-seventh Session,
Suppl emrent No. 23 (A/37/23/Rev.1), chap. |, paras. 60-69.
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Annex
PENDI NG MATTERS FOR CONSI DERATI ON BY THE SPECI AL
COWM TTEE DURI NG 1997
Question
East Ti nor

Fal kl and | sl ands ( Mal vi nas)
G bral tar

New Cal edoni a

West ern Sahara

Speci al Comm ttee decision of 15 August 1991
concerning Puerto Rico (A/51/23 (Part 1),
chap. |, para. 41)

I nformati on from Non-Sel f-Governi ng
Territories transmitted under Article 73 e
of the Charter of the United Nations and
rel ated questions (CGeneral Assenbly
resol uti on 51/139)

Activities of foreign econonm c and

other interests which inpede the

i npl enentati on of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Col onia
Countries and Peoples in Territories
under col onial dom nation (Cenera
Assenbly resol ution 51/140)

Mlitary activities and arrangenents by
colonial Powers in Territories under their
admi ni stration (General Assenbly decision
51/ 426?)

| mpl enent ati on of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Col oni a
Countries and Peoples by the specialized
agencies and the international institutions
associated with the United Nations (Genera
Assenbly resol ution 51/141)

a Tentative number.

As a separate item

As appropriate

As a separate item



Question

Aneri can Sanpa

Angui | | a

Ber nuda

British Virgin Islands

Cayman | sl ands

Guam

Mont serr at

Pitcairn

St. Hel ena

Tokel au

Turks and Cai cos | sl ands

United States Virgin Islands

Internati onal Decade for the Eradication
of Col onialism (General Assenbly resolution
46/ 181 and report of the Secretary-Genera

(A 46/ 634/ Rev. 1, annex))

Question of holding a series of neetings
away from Headquarters

Question of the list of Territories to
whi ch the Declaration is applicable

Pattern of conferences (General Assenbly
resol ution 51/211)

Question of sending visiting mssions to
Territories (para. 12 of Ceneral Assenbly
resol ution 51/146)

Di ssem nation of information on
decol oni zation (General Assenbly
resol ution 51/147)

Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of
Al'l Colonial Territories
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As a separate item

As appropriate
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Question

Matters relating to the small Territories
(para. 11 (c) of Ceneral Assenbly
resol uti on 51/ 146)

I nternational Convention on the Elimnation
of AIl Forns of Racial Discrimnation
(art. 15 of the Conventi on)

Ofers by Menber States of study and
training facilities for inhabitants of
Non- Sel f - Governing Territories (Genera
Assenbly resol ution 51/142)

Conpl i ance of Menber States with the

Decl aration and other rel evant resol utions
on decol oni zation (para. 11 (b) of Genera
Assenbly resol ution 51/ 146)

Procedure for consideration

To be taken into
consideration in
t he exam nation
of specific
Territories



