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. ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE SESSI ON
1. The sixth session of the Hi gh-Level Advisory Board on Sustainable

Devel opnent was held at United Nati ons Headquarters from4 to 6 Septenber 1996
Twel ve nmenbers of the Board attended: Maria Julia Al sogaray, Birgitta Dahl

Ni kol ai Drozdov, David Hanmburg, Abid Hussein, Laura Novoa, David Pearce,

Qu Geping, Maurice Strong, Suh Sang- Mok, Mostafa Tol ba and Ernst-Urich

von Weizsacker. Six menbers were unable to attend: Christina Amako- Nuams,
Princess Basna Bint Talal, Jorg |nberger, Jacques Lesourne, Marcilio Marques
Moreira and Emi| Salim

2. The officers elected at the fifth session for the 1996-1997 term (see

E/ CN. 17/ 1996/ 31, para. 50) were Birgitta Dahl (Chairperson), Em| Salim

(Vi ce- Chai rperson) and Jorg | nberger (Rapporteur). In the absence of

Jorg I nberger at the sixth session, the Board unani nously el ected David Pearce
as interi mRapporteur.

3. The session was opened by the Chairperson, who reviewed the programe of
work for the session. At the opening nmeeting, the Director of the Division for
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent, Departnent for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e
Devel opnment of the United Nations Secretariat, reviewed the work of the
Commi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent and the preparations for the 1997 revi ew
of progress achieved in the inplenmentation of the conmtnents made at the United
Nati ons Conference on Environment and Devel opment (UNCED), held in R o

de Janeiro in 1992. The Under-Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent noted that the Board could make a val uabl e contri bution
to the 1997 review by addressing i ssues that were being negl ected by the

exi sting intergovernmental process because of the political controversies that
they generated. The Executive Director of the United Nations Environnent
Programe (UNEP), who had been invited as an observer, reviewed the energing and
continuing priorities of UNEP.

4. The Board net with the Secretary-Ceneral at a |uncheon on 6 Septenber and
di scussed with himthe contribution of the Board to the 1997 revi ew process.

5. The Board al so had a dialogue with a representative of the United Nations
Devel opnent Programme (UNDP), who di scussed the UNDP Initiative for Sustainable
Ener gy.

6. Substantive services for the session were provided by the Departnent for
Pol i cy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent.

1. SUMVARY OF DI SCUSSI ONS

7. Di scussions at the sixth session focused on the organi zation and contents
of the report to be prepared by the Board as a contribution to the 1997 review
of the progress achieved in the inplenmentation of the conm tnents made at UNCED
as agreed at the Board's fifth session. Because the Board considered the report
as a work in progress, it did not adopt policy recomendations. Discussions
were based on the outline agreed at the fifth session, a prelimnary draft
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report prepared by the United Nations Secretariat based on that outline,
comments from Board nenbers on the outline and the draft, and ot her
docunentation related to the 1997 revi ew.

8. The Board agreed that its report for the 1997 revi ew woul d focus on
sust ai nabl e devel opment in three critical sectors - energy, transport and

water - for each of which the report would exami ne policy neasures for ensuring
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, inpediments to the application of such nmeasures and
pol i cy packages that m ght overcome them

9. In considering policy measures, the report would consider neasures to
ensure that the prices of energy, transport and water reflect the full cost of
usi ng those resources, including their economc, environnental and social costs.
Consi deration woul d al so be given to regulatory, institutional and politica
neasures necessary for effectively pronoting the efficient and sustai nabl e use
of resources at full-cost pricing.

10. The report could consider how to nobilize and conbine political, econonic
and social forces and forge alliances between financial institutions, business
circles and non-governnental organizations in order to achieve the desired
goals. It was proposed that the report identify, in a nunber of carefully

sel ected areas, the programmes and partnerships that woul d neet the needs of
peopl e, nake use of avail able technology and contribute to the fulfilment of
comon goal s for sustainabl e devel opnent.

11. It was agreed that the report would give particular consideration to the
probl ems of sustainabl e devel opnent of |arge urban conglonerations and to the
i nt erdependence of energy, transport and water in such areas. Consideration
woul d al so be given to neasures for providing electricity to the 2 billion
peopl e who currently do not have access to electricity, with particular
attention to decentralized rural energy sources.

12. In addition to the analytical nmaterial and recommendations, the report
woul d contain, in the formof boxes, information on market-based pricing of
energy, transportation and water, as well as exanples of successful sustainable
energy, transport and water policies.

13. The Board noted that energy is essential for devel opnent but that its

i nefficient use causes pollution, with harnful effects on human health and
econom c activities, and results in wasteful expenditure that limts

devel opnent. The Board considered that full-cost pricing is essential to
neeting the energy needs of the existing global population, as well as of the
expect ed i ncreased popul ati on. Policies to be considered to increase energy
efficiency, pronote new technol ogi es and encourage renewabl e and | ow car bon
energy sources included subsidy renoval, energy taxes, pollution taxes and
tradeabl e pollution permts. Consideration should also be given to policy
packages that can overcone potential political inpedinments by recycling tax
revenues back to affected industries, conpensating |owinconme groups for any
| osses, and phasing in cost increases gradually to allow industries and
househol ds to adapt their energy consunption behavi our and pl anni ng.
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14. The Board noted that the transportation sector has contributed to al arm ng
and deteriorating environnental trends throughout the world, including chronic
and acute respiratory illness, accidents, noise, global warm ng through carbon
di oxi de emi ssions, and congestion. The Board considered that no single policy
neasure is likely to succeed but that a conbination of measures is required,

i ncl udi ng urban | and use planning; proper pricing of transport fuels, vehicle
use, roads and parking space; investnent in nmass-transit systens; road traffic
nmanagenent systens that give preference to high-occupancy vehicles; and the
removal of the inplicit subsidy for air traffic arising fromthe internationa
agreenent that precludes taxation of aviation kerosene. Mounting public concern
with the harnful effects of current transportati on systens should facilitate the
formation of new strategic alliances to pronbte the necessary policy changes.

15. The Board noted that clean water is becom ng a scarce commodity in nmany
countries, with increasing conpetition anong donestic, agricultural and

i ndustrial users and anong users of bodies of water shared by different
countries. At the sane tinme, |large-scale water projects have resulted in
harnful effects, such as waterlogging and salination of soils, habitat
alteration, and the spread of schistosom asis. The Board considered that there
is a potent risk of conflict where countries sharing river basins conbine
circunstances of limted water resources, rapidly grow ng popul ati ons,

urbani zation, industrialization and unregul ated water use. Efficient use of
water requires full-cost pricing as part of a conplex set of policies addressing
both quantity and quality of water under the heading of integrated watershed
nmanagenent by river basin authorities. Policy instruments to be considered

i ncl ude user charges reflecting social cost, cost recovery for infrastructure
financing, cross-subsidization of household use, reallocation of taxes and
transferable water rights, all of which mght require the reformof |ega
systens based on traditional water rights.

[11. ARRANGEMENTS FOR FUTURE WORK

16. The Board requested the Secretariat, in consultation with the interim
Rapporteur, to prepare a draft of its report for the 1997 review for circul ation
to menbers as soon as possible. Comments on the draft subnmitted to the
Secretariat by nenbers would be circulated, allow ng revisions of the text to be
prepared and circul ated in advance of the seventh session

17. The Board agreed that at its seventh session, to be held in Mnaco from 14
to 17 January 1997, it would conplete work on its report for the 1997 revi ew.
Specialists fromUnited Nations programes or organizations, business circles
and financial institutions could be invited to contribute to the Board's

di scussions on concrete inplenmentation

18. The Board agreed that when its final report for the 1997 revi ew was
avai l abl e, nenbers would disseminate it within their constituencies, including
i f possible through neetings organi zed to consider the issues discussed in the
report.

19. The Board also agreed that it would consider its future work progranme at
its seventh session. Menbers were invited to submit proposals for topics for
future study.
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Annex |

AGENDA

Opening of the session: adoption of the agenda and schedul e of work.

Revi ew of preparations for the 1997 revi ew

(a)

(b)

(c)

Revi ew of the fourth session of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent ;

Revi ew of | nter-Agency Conmi ttee on Sustainabl e Devel opnent and task
nmanagers' nmeetings;

Status of the United Nations Framework Convention on Cinate Change;
t he Convention on Biological Diversity; and the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing
Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa.

Organi zation of the Board's report for the 1997 review

I ntroduction and general issues:

(a)

(b)
(c)
(d)

Achi evenents of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and
Devel opnent ;

| npedi ments to sustainabl e devel opnent ;
The way forward: general issues;

Regi onal approaches.

Sust ai nabl e energy.

Sust ai nabl e transportation

O her

i ssues.

Organi zation of work for the seventh session

Report of the sixth session
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CURRI CULA VI TAE OF BOARD NMEMBERS
Chai r person

Birgitta DAHL (Sweden). Speaker, Parliament of Sweden. Menber, Executive
Conmittee of the Social Denmocratic Party. Menber, Advisory Council on Foreign
Affairs. Forner positions include Mnister of Environment (1990-1991), M nister
of Environment and Energy (1986-1990), Mnister of Energy (1982-1986). Received
pr of essi onal education in Swmeden (History and Political Science).

Vi ce- Chai r per son

Em | SALIM (I ndonesia). Menber of the Econom ¢ Team of the President of

I ndonesi a; nenber, People's Consultative Congress; nenber, Acadeny of Sciences,

I ndonesia. Former positions include Mnister of State for Popul ation and the
Envi ronnent; President, Governing Council of UNEP; Professor in Econonics,

Uni versity of Indonesia. Received professional education in Indonesia and the
United States of Anerica (Economics). J. Paul Getty award (U . S. Wrld WId Life

Fund). Author of Penerataan Pendapatan and Perencanaan (1978); Penbangunan
Ber wawasan (1986) .

Rapport eur

Jorg | MBERGER (Australia). Professor of Environnental Engineering, Director of
the Centre for Environnental Fluid Dynamics and Chair of the Centre for Water
Research, University of Western Australia. Currently Chair of the Western
Austral ia Esturai ne Research Foundation and Scientific Adviser to Earthwatch
Menber, Australian Acadeny of Sciences. Past posts include various academ c
positions in Australia and abroad, and consultancies to many state and federa
government bodi es and private agencies. Recipient of various awards for
contribution to environnental issues. Received professional education in
Australia and the United States of Anmerica.

Menber s

Maria Julia ALSOGARAY (Argentina). Menber of the National Cabinet; Secretary of
the Secretariat for Natural Resources and Human Environnment. Former positions

i ncl ude Vi ce-President, National Defense Conmi ssion of the National Chanber of
Deputi es; Menber, Commi ssion of Foreign Relations, National Defense, Science and
Technol ogy; National Congresswonen for the Uni én del Centro Denocratico, Buenos
Aires; Delegate of Argentina to the Argentine- U uguayan Econom c Cooperation
Agreenent; Adviser in the delegation to the Latin American Free Trade

Associ ations; and various positions in the private sector. Received

pr of essi onal education in Argentina.

Christina AMACKO- NUAMA (Ghana). M nister for Environnment, Science and
Technol ogy. Forner positions include Mnister for Environnent; environnenta
consul tant active in biodiversity conservation; menber of Ghana Nationa
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Devel opnent Pl anni ng Conmi ssion. Held various academ c positions. Received
pr of essi onal education in Ghana and Canada.

Her Hi ghness Princess Basma BI NT TALAL (Jordan). Founder of Queen Alia Fund for
Soci al Devel opnent and Chairperson of its Board of Trustees; Chairperson of Arab
Associ ation of Wonen and Devel opnent; Chairperson, Jordanian National Comittee
for Wonen.

Ni kol ai DRQZDOV (Russia). Environnmental witer and Biologist. Associate

Prof essor, Faculty of Geography, Mscow State University; presenter and producer
of well-known Russian TV programme "In the world of aninals" and other nature
programes. Took part in the UNESCO Man and Bi osphere expedition to the Pacific
i sl ands of Tonga and Sanpa. Author of 20 books and nunerous research papers on
bi ol ogy, geography and nature conservation. Recipient of several internationa
awards. Received professional education in the Russian Federation and
Australia. Menber of Explorers O ub and New York Acadeny of Sciences.

David A. HAMBURG (United States of Anerica). President, Carnegi e Corporation of
New York. Serves on the boards of the Rockefeller University, the Munt Sina
Medi cal Center, the American Museum of Natural H story, the Johann Jacobs
Foundation. Menber, American Phil osophical Society and American Acadeny of Arts
and Sci ences. Fornmer positions include Professor and Chairman, Departnent of
Psychi atry and Behavi oral Sciences, and Reed-Hodgson Professor of Human Bi ol ogy,
Stanford University; President of the Institute of Medicine, National Acadeny of
Sci ences; Director, Division of Health Policy Research and Education, and

John D. MacArthur Professor of Health Policy, Harvard University; Chairnman of
the Board, Anerican Association for Advancement of Science. Served as Chairman
and nmenber of several national science policy groups, including the President's
Committee of Advisors on Science and Technol ogy. Research interests and
contributions include biological responses and adaptive behavi our, human
aggression, bionedi cal and behavi oural sciences, |inks between behavi our and
heal th, and child and adol escent devel opnent. Received professional education
inthe United States. Author of Today's Children: Creating a Future for a
Generation in Cisis.

Abid HUSSEIN (India). Fornerly Anbassador to the United States. Currently
Vi ce- Chai rman, Rajiv Gandhi Institute for Contenporary Studies, Rajiv Gandhi
Foundat i on.

Jacques LESOURNE (France). Professor, Conservatoire des Arts et Metiers.
Former positions include Director, Le Mnde; Founder, Society for Econom cs and
Applied Mathematics; Leader, OECD Interfutures Project.

Marcilio Marques MOREIRA (Brazil). Director, Programe of Advanced
International Studies, State University, R o de Janeiro; Special Adviser to the

Mayor of Ri o de Janeiro and Senior International Advisor to Merrill Lynch
Menber of the Advisory Boards of CGeneral Electric, South Anerica, Hoechst-Brazi
and American Bank Note-Brasil. Previous positions include Mnister of Econony,

Fi nance and Pl anni ng; Anbassador to the United States; Alternate Director,
International Monetary Fund and | nterAmerican Devel opnent Bank; Adviser to the
M ni ster of Finance and nenber of the Board of the National Devel opnent Bank
several other high-level positions in acadenia, administration and private
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sector. Menber of the boards of various other institutions and professional
organi zations. Author and co-author of several books. Received professional
education in Brazil and the United States of Anmerica.

Laura NOVOA (Chile). President, PARTICI PA (a Chilean non-governnent al

organi zati on on education and denocracy); nmenber of the Council, PAZ Cl UDADANA;
nenber of the law firm Philippi, Yrarrazaval, Pulido and Langlois (mning and
corporate matters); fornerly responsible for public services in State mning
conpani es; collaborated in the drafting of various bills; menber of Comm ssion
on Truth and Reconciliation. Recipient of Keogh Award from New York University
for distinguished public services. Received professional education in Chile and
the United States of Anerica (Law).

Davi d PEARCE (United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Ireland). Professor
of Environnental Economics, University College, London, and Director, Centre for
Soci al and Econom ¢ Research on the G obal Environnent; Chairman, ECE Econom c
G oup on Acid Rain; menber, Scientific Advisory Panel of the G obal Environnent
Facility. Previous positions include Personal Adviser to the Secretary of State
for Environment, United Kingdom Author, co-author or editor of many books on
econom cs, environnent, sustainable devel opnent; extensive international

consul tative experience. Received professional education in the United Ki ngdom

QJ Geping (China). Chairman, Environnmental and Resource Protection Comittee,
Nati onal Peopl es' Congress. Forner positions include Vice-Chairman,

Envi ronnental Protection Conmi ssion, State Council Adm nistrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, China. Head of Mssion of China to UNEP. Received

prof essi onal education (Engineering) in China and the United Kingdom Author of

nurmer ous publications on environnental issues, including China' s Environnent and
Devel opnent (1993); Studies on Environmental Services in China.

Maurice STRONG (Canada). Chairnman, Environmental Capital Corporation; Senior
Advi ser to the President of the Wrld Bank. Forner positions include Chairman
and Chi ef Executive Oficer, Ontario Hydro; Secretary-General, United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnent; Under - Secretary-CGeneral and Executive
Coordi nator, the United Nations O fice for Emergency Qperations in Africa;
Director, United Nations Environment Programe; President and Chief Executive

O ficer, Petro-Canada; Chairman, Board of CGovernors, International Devel opnment
Research Centre, Canada. Received professional education in Canada (Business).
Reci pi ent of nunerous awards and honorary doctorates.

SUH Sang- Mok (Republic of Korea). Menber, National Assenbly; Chairman,
Kangnamgu A District Chapter, Seoul; President, Institute for Public Policy
Studi es. Previous positions include Mnister, Mnistry of Health and Wl fare;
Director-General, Policy Coordination Ofice, the Denocratic Liberal Party;
nenber of several National Assenbly conmittees; Vice-President, Korean

Devel opnent Institute; nenber, Pacific Board of Econom sts, Tinme Magazine;

Seni or Counsellor to the Deputy Prine Mnister and Mnister for the Economc

Pl anni ng Board of the Republic of Korea. Author of several books and articles.
Recei ved professional education in the United States.

Most afa TOLBA (Egypt). Professor, Faculty of Science, Cairo University.
President, ECOPAST - Centre for Environment and Cultural Heritage,
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Washi ngton, D.C.; President, International Centre for Environnent and

Devel opnent. Former positions include Under-Secretary-CGeneral and Executive
Director, UNEP; Head, Egyptian delegation to the Stockhol m Conference on Human
Envi ronnment (1972). Received professional education in Egypt and the United
Ki ngdom (Bot any). Author of numerous papers on plant diseases, anti-funga
subst ances and physi ol ogy of mcro-organi sns and on the environnent, including
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent: Constraints and Opportunities (1987).

Ernst Urich von WEl ZSACKER (Gernmany). President, Wppertal Institute for
Cimte, Environment and Energy, Science Centre, North-Rhine Wstphalia. Menber
of the Club of Rone. Previous positions include Director, Institute for

Eur opean Environment Policy; Director, United Nations Centre for Science and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent; President, University of Kassel, Germany; Chairnman
Associ ation of German scientists. Author of Ecological Tax Reform Earth
Policies; co-author of Factor Four: Doubling Wealth, Hal ving Resource Use
(forthcom ng).




