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LETTER DATED 13 JANUARY 1997 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF THE SUDAN TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT
OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

Upon instructions fromny Government, | wish to transmt herewith a letter
fromM. Ali OGsman Mbhamed Taha, Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Sudan
concerni ng the Ethiopian aggressi on agai nst Sudanese territory in the Blue Nile
State, on the country's eastern borders, addressed to the Security Council.

I would like to request you to bring the contents of this urgent letter to
the attention of the menbers of the Security Council so that they may take
appropri ate neasures.

I would al so request that the present letter and its annex be circul ated as
a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) Elfatih ERWA
Per manent Representative
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Annex
[Oiginal: Arabic]
Letter dated 13 January 1997 fromM. Ali Gsnman Mhaned Taha,
Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Sudan, addressed to the
President of the Security Counci

Sir
1. As you are aware, the Sudan has been keeping the Security Council regularly

i nfornmed about the acts of provocation and aggression committed by Ethiopia on

t he Sudan's eastern borders (docunments S/ 1996/29 and S/ 1996/ 255). The Sudan has
exercised self-restraint in the face of the Ethiopian aggression in an attenpt
to settle the dispute peacefully in conformty with the provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations. However, | regret to informyou and, through
you, the menbers of the Security Council, that Ethiopia has carried out further
acts of aggression agai nst Sudanese territory as foll ows:

(a) On Sunday, 12 January 1997, the Ethiopian arny attacked Sudanese
territory with heavy artillery (120 nmm guns and 130 mm shells) fromw thin
Ethiopian territory. The shelling started at 5.30 a.m and conti nued unti
11.30 a.m, resulting in the destruction of the town of Kurmuk, capital of the
governorate of Kurmuk in the Blue Nile State.

(b) On Sunday, 12 January 1997, at 3 p.m, those sane forces shelled
G zan, Yarada and Menze, towns on the border between the two countri es.

(c) The shelling of these towns was followed by an attack by one Ethiopian
infantry division conprising 6,000 nmen supported by 22 tanks. The Ethiopian
forces were acconpanied by a few el enents of the rebel novenent, the so-called
Sudanese People's Liberation Arny (SPLA) under the command of Et hi opi an
officers. The attack resulted in the occupati on of the above-nenti oned areas.

(d) On the norning of Mnday, 13 January 1997, the invadi ng Ethiopian
forces continued to advance inside Sudanese territory and continued to shell the
Sudanese towns of Shally and Dai m Mansour with the intention of occupying them

2. | would like to draw your attention to the foll ow ng geographical facts
whi ch | eave no room for any possible denial by Ethiopia of the heinous crine it
has committ ed.

(a) The areas attacked and overrun by the Ethiopian arnmy are | ocated
exactly on the border between the two countries. Ethiopian government forces
are pernanently stationed a few hundred netres across the border inside
Ethiopian territory.

(b) The sole and only access to the attacked Sudanese areas is across the
Et hi opi an border and fromthe Ethiopian mlitary canps established there.
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(c) The continuous heavy artillery shelling that preceded the attack was
directed fromwithin Ethiopian territory. The attack was |aunched exactly from
the positions of the Ethiopian arnmed forces where these forces had assenbled in
preparation for the attack

3. The Et hi opi an aggression constitutes a flagrant violation of the Charter of
the United Nations, international norms and the principles of good-
nei ghbourliness. It also represents a serious threat to international peace and

security. This aggression, which follows a series of violations conmtted by
Et hi opi a agai nst the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Sudan, could
result in a generalized confrontation in the region; this would affect

i nternational peace and security.

4. While reserving its right to self-defence which is recognized in the
Charter of the United Nations, the Sudan would like to draw the Council's
attention to this situation so that it nay hold an emergency neeting to di scuss
the matter and to take whatever neasures are necessary to secure the respect by
Ethiopia for the letter and spirit of the Charter of the United Nations, and to
conpel it to withdrawits forces from Sudanese territory and to refrain from any
further aggression of that nature in the future.

(Signed) Ai Gsnan Mohaned Taha
M nister for Foreign Affairs
of the Sudan



