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SUMVARY

The Secretary-CGeneral has the honour to transmit to the Statistica
Conmi ssion, the results of the review of the draft reconmendati ons on
statistics of international migration by the joint Econom ¢ Conm ssion for
Europe/ Statistical Ofice of the European Conmunities work session on
mgration statistics held in Geneva from 30 Septenber to 2 October 1996. The
report is contained in the annex to the present report.
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REPORT OF THE 1996 JO NT ECE/ EUROCSTAT WORK SESSI ON
ON M GRATI ON STATI STI CS
. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. The joint ECE/ Eurostat work session on migration statistics was held in

Geneva from 30 Septenber to 2 Cctober 1996. It was attended by Austria,
Bel gi um Bul garia, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Gernmany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Netherlands,
Norway, Pol and, Romani a, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,
Swi t zerl and, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, United Ki ngdom and
United States. The European Comunity was represented by Eurostat.
Representatives of the United Nations Statistical D vision (UNSD), of UNHCR and
of the Organi zation for Econonic Cooperation and Devel opnent (CECD) al so

at t ended.

2. The provisional agenda (Wrking Paper No. 1) was adopt ed.
3. M. Fred Ashwood (United Kingdom) was elected to chair the neeting.

4. The main concl usi ons which the participants reached on the draft new set of
international mgration statistics and on possible future work by the Conference
of European Statisticians in this field are given below. The concl usions which
the nmeeting reached on other substantive itens of the agenda are shown in the
Annex.

1. THE PROPCSED DRAFT NEW SET OF RECOMVENDATI ONS

5. The docunent containing the proposed draft new set of recommendations on
international mgration statistics (Wrking Paper No. 2) was viewed as a ngjor
step forward in the devel opnment of a new set of recommendations on internationa
mgration statistics. It was seen as a valuable tool for inproving mgration
statistics in sonme countries, and as providing a basis for inproving
international conparability in this field. The follow ng points were al so

rai sed in general discussion of the docunent:

(a) There is a need to restructure the docunent to place the genera
definition of an international mgrant and the conceptual framework at the
begi nning. The relationship between the general definition and the framework
needs to be nore clearly specified. It also needs to be stated how t he
definition is to be applied in the various data sources.

(b) There is a need to address nore directly the distinction between
short-termand | ong-term m grants.

(c) Concern was expressed about the use of new term nol ogy such as "abode"
and "insider" and "outsider".
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(d) The draft needs to consider shifts in migration status, for exanple,
short-term m grants becoming long-termmgrants, asylum seekers becom ng
refugees, and students becom ng workers.

(e) Consideration should be given to the possibility of double counting
when nul tiple sources are used.

(f) Attention should be placed on howto obtain the total nunber of
m grants.

(g) The links between flows and stocks should be clarified.

(h) Questions were raised about the use of citizenship as a basic
criterion for identification of different groups of mgrants as opposed to a
characteristic. It was considered that citizenship should not appear in the
taxonony (e.g. Box 1) but that it should be included in the identification of
different groups (e.g. Table 2).

(i) GCccupation, education, industry and marital status were seen as usefu
topics for the collection of data on immgrant stocks but nost participants felt
that such data should not be included in the core characteristics for flows.

(j) Several participants considered that the treatnment of stock rel evant
to the study of international mgration had been treated nore conprehensively in
the earlier Eurostat/UNSD draft.

6. The neeting recogni zed that because of the need to obtain input from al
regions and the tight tinetable inposed by translation deadlines, it would not
be possible to produce an anended draft in tinme to have it considered at the
February 1997 session of the Statistical Comm ssion. However there was al so
general agreenment that in considering this draft the Statistical Comm ssion
shoul d recogni ze that due consideration should be given to naki ng changes al ong
the lines recommended in paragraph 5 above and in paragraph 7 below. The
neeting al so recommended that nechani sns be found which would permt the
adoption of the new set of recomrendati ons as soon as possible after the 1997
session of the Statistical Conm ssion

7. There was al so a detail ed discussion of each chapter of the draft which the
representative of the Statistical D vision took note of for further

consi deration and foll owup. Two of these comments were consi dered of
particul ar inportance:

(a) The definition of an international mgrant should be as in the earlier

draft, i.e. a person who changed country of usual residence. The new census
recomrendati ons on the treatment of usual residence should be taken into
account. Introducing a tinme element into the definition conplicates rather than

clarifies the identification of a migrant. The tinme elenents should be
introduced in later sections to distinguish short-termand |ong-term m grants.

(b) There was al so discussion about the inclusion of the section on asylum
statistics in the recommendations. Al though the January 1996 ECE- Eurost at
Wirking Party on Mgration Statistics had recommended that it should not be
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i ncl uded, the inportance of the topic was recogni zed. Since the United Nations
Statistics Division would not be able to prepare an additional publication, it
was suggested that asylumstatistics be included with the new reconmrendati ons as
a separate last part or as an annex with an appropriate introduction.

8. Because countries had not had sufficient tinme to consider or consult on the
draft prior to the neeting, they were invited to send any additional coments to
M. Hermann Habermann, Statistics Division, United Nations, New York,

New York 10017, and to copy themto M. Yves Franchet, Director Ceneral of
Eurostat, by the end of Cctober 1996.

I11. RECOMMENDED FUTURE WORK BY THE CONFERENCE

9. The neeting agreed that the inportant conceptual and neasurenent
difficulties that statistical offices throughout the region encounter in the
field of migration statistics warranted that a further neeting on mgration
statistics be organized in the future to discuss priority topics in this field.
It recommrended, therefore, that the Conference convene a further ECE-Eurostat
joint nmeeting in two years time (1997/98, and preferably in the |ast half of
1997), to consider the follow ng topics:

(i) The use of sanple surveys and censuses to neasure internationa
m gration stocks and flows (including countries plans for collecting
mgration data in the next round of censuses);

(ii) Studies of mgration between ECE countries using, as appropriate, the
Eur ost at dat abase, and conparing statistics on inflows and outfl ows
for identical noves;

(iii) Problenms and issues seen or experienced in inplenmenting the new set of
reconmendations on international migration, including an inventory of
data availability, and exploring special topics such as status
changes, different term nol ogi es and definitions used by countries,
and undocunented m grati on;

(iv) The various nodels used for forecasting mgration within a country,
and for projecting populations with inmmgrant backgrounds.

V. ADCPTION OF THE REPORT

10. The Meeting adopted the present report, including the conclusions shown in
the Annex, at its closing session.



