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LETTER DATED 31 DECEMBER 1996 FROM THE DEPUTY PERVANENT

REPRESENTATI VE OF THE RUSSI AN FEDERATI ON TO THE UNI TED

NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE CHAI RVAN OF THE COWM TTEE ON
RELATI ONS W TH THE HOST COUNTRY

| have the honour to request you to circulate, as an official docunent of
the Conmttee on Relations with the Host Country, the text of a note verbale
fromthe Permanent M ssion of the Russian Federation to the United Nations
addressed to the Ofice of Foreign Mssions of the United States Departnent of
State in New York (see annex), concerning the inadm ssible actions taken by the
New York Cty police against M. Boris V. onossov, First Secretary of the
M ssion, on 29 Decenber 1996.

| al so request you to convene an urgent neeting of the Commttee to
consider this matter.

(Signed) A GORELIK
First Deputy Permanent Representative
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ANNEX

Not e verbal e dated 30 Decenber 1996 fromthe Pernanent M ssion

of the Russian Federation of the United Nations addressed to

the Ofice of Foreign Mssions of the United States Depart nent
of State

The Permanent M ssion of the Russian Federation to the United Nations
presents its conpliments to the Ofice of Foreign Mssions of the United States
Department of State and has the honour to informit about the follow ng.

On 29 Decenber 1996, at 2.30 p.m, M. Boris V. (Cbnossov, First Secretary
of the Permanent M ssion of the Russian Federation to the United Nations,
M. S. M Masyukov, staff nenber of the Permanent M ssion of the Russian
Federation to the United Nations, and M. Yuri N Orange, First Secretary of the
Per manent M ssion of Belarus to the United Nations, acconpani ed by their wives,
stopped for lunch at a Chinese restaurant |ocated in New York City on Ansterdam
Avenue between 81st and 82nd Streets. After lunch, at about 4 p.m, the w ves
of the above-nentioned persons left with M. Masyukov in his car.
M. Boris Gbnossov and M. Yuri Orange proceeded to M. Cbnossov's car
(diplomatic licence plate 133 YRD), parked on the corner of 80th Street and
Anst erdam Avenue. After they had sat in the car, two police officers accosted
the vehicle, one of themfilling out a violation ticket. In response to
M. Cbnossov's question as to what the violation had been, one of the police
of ficers demanded his driver's licence, which was i medi ately produced. W thout
paying attention to the diplomatic IDs, police officers Finnerty and Gai ne
started dragging M. Boris Gbnossov and M. Yuri Orange out of the car by force.
Whi | e doing so, one of the police officers broke M. Cbnossov's arm broke his
gl asses and tore his clothes. Both diplonmats were handcuffed despite the
conpl ete lack of resistance on their part and their diplomatic identification
cards that had been produced.

Subsequently, M. Cbnossov and M. Orange were taken to the 20th Police
Precinct, where a procedure to confirmtheir diplomatic status was conpl eted
within 30 minutes. After that, handcuffs were renoved and a conversation wth
Captain James A. Cark of the Precinct took place. During the conversation,
despite the diplomats' legitinmte demands for explanations, the Captain failed
to give any plausible version of what had happened. Nor did he offer apol ogies
for the unacceptable brutality.

At about 6 p.m, the diplomats left the Precinct, after which
Bois V. Cbnossov was taken to Lenox Hill Hospital, where he was treated for a
fracture and his armput in a plaster cast.

At 1.30 a.m on 30 Decenber 1996, M. Cbnossov was brought to the living
conpound in a serious physical and depressed noral condition.

The Permanent M ssion of the Russian Federation to the United Nations hol ds
as absolutely inadm ssible the action of police officers - representatives of
United States official authorities - against the Russian diplomat. In fact,
what has happened is an attack on a person enjoying diplomatic i munity and
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protection, which represents a violation of international |aw and, as we
understand, relevant United States |egislation

The Permanent M ssion of the Russian Federation to the United Nations
expects fromthe United States authorities a thorough investigation of the
i ncident, official explanations and apol ogi es, disciplinary action against the
culprits, as well as conpensation for damages sustai ned by M ssion staff menber
Boris V. Qonossov, including his hospital fees, treatnent expenses and
disability | eave costs.

The Permanent M ssion of the Russian Federation to the United Nations
avails itself of this opportunity to renewto the Ofice of Foreign M ssions of
the United States Departnment of State the assurances of its highest
consi derati on.



