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. I NTRODUCTI ON

1. The INCD considered this itemat its seventh and ei ght h session on the basis
of docurments A/ AC 241/36 and A/ AC 241/46. In its decision 8/3, adopted at its
eighth session, the Commttee requested the interimsecretariat to “subnmit for
consideration at the | ast session of the Conmittee prior to the first session of
t he Conference of the Parties a draft programme of work of the Conference of the
Parties and t he budget estinates of the Convention for the first financial period
following the first session of the Conference of the Parties, using as a basis
docunent A/ AC. 241/ 46 and taking i nto account the views on this question expressed
by del egati ons at the eighth session of the Commttee, as well as consideration
by the Committee of financial rules and of the designation of a Pernmanent
Secretariat and arrangenents for its financing.”

2. In the neantine, the Second Committee of the Ceneral Assenbly has on
3 Decenber 1996 adopted a draft resolution, which at the tine of subm ssion of
this report had not yet been considered by Plenary, which would request the
Secretary-Ceneral, subject to the decision of the Conference of the Parties at
its first session, to consider:

(a) authorizing the secretariat established pursuant to CGeneral Assenbly
resolution 47/188 to act as secretariat for the transition period follow ng the
first session of the Conference of the Parties until the permanent secretariat
designated by the Conference of the Parties begins operating, which should not
be later than 31 Decenber 1998; and

(b) maintaining the arrangenments within the current programnme budget for
the interimsecretariat to support the Convention beyond the first session of the
Conference of the Parties until the Permanent Secretariat designated by the
Conference of the Parties begins operating, which should not be later than
?1 (IjDecenber 1998, and maintaining the arrangenents relating to extrabudgetary
unds.

3. Inthe light of the texts quoted above, this docunment contains prelimnary
proposals regarding the programme of work for the biennium 1998/ 1999 of the
Conference of the Parties (OCOP), its subsidiary bodies, and the Pernanent
Secretariat; the related organization and staffing of the Permanent Secretari at
and ensuing activities. As regards 1998, it is assuned that current arrangenents
woul d continue, deriving from the General Assenbly resolution referred to in
Par agraph 2 above, whereby the interimsecretariat woul d continue to be financed
rom the regular programre of the United Nations, supplenented by voluntary
contributions. Thus, any build-up in 1998 towards the |l evel of activity, and of
staffing, envisaged in this docunent for 1999 woul d need to be financed fromthe
Trust Fund established pursuant to resolution 47/188 of the General Assenbly.

4. The nai n purpose of this docunent is to generate further guidance fromthe
INCDto hel p shape the secretariat's final budget proposals to be subnitted first
to afurther session of the INCD, if it takes place, or directly to the first COP.
Projections are necessarily prelimnary at this stage because they are being
prepared far in advance of the period they cover. This neans that, particularly
with regard to 1999, a nunber of inportant questions, related both to expenditure
and to possible sources of income, cannot yet be answered.

5. It is assumed that the question of the relocation of the secretariat, and
of the ensuing cost differentials, will be taken up by the first COP at its first
session as an itemseparate fromthe consideration of the programre of work.

. MAI N | SSUES

6. Under article 22 of the Convention, the COP shall approve a programme and
budget for its activities, includingthose of its subsidiary bodi es, and undert ake
t he necessary arrangenents for their financing. Under article 23, the first COP
shal | designate a Pernanent Secretariat and make arrangenents for its functioning.
The functions of the Permanent Secretariat are set out alsoin article 23; arole
for the Secretariat is furthernore assigned inthe Regional |nplenentation Annexes
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for Africa (article 18.4), Asia (article 8.3) and Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean
(article 7.2). A main issue, therefore, is to translate these provisions into a
programme of work for the bienniuminmmrediately following the first OOP, that is
for 1998/ 1999.

7. Ohce that is done, a second inportant issue is to identify the possible
sources of finance for the irH)I enentation of that progranme of work. At present,
the programre of work related to the Convention, including the activities of the
interim secretariat, is funded in part by the regular budget of the United
Nations, and in part fromvoluntary contributions. As is clear from paragraphs
2-3 above, these arrangerents woul d continue throughout 1998. The presentation
in this document assunes that, as from1l January 1999, the OCP and the Pernanent
Secretariat will be financed in part by a "core" budget, set at a fairly
predictabl e | evel and which woul d cover essential |ong-term operations, and in
part by other contributions provided as special-purpose funds, nanely a
Suppl enentary Fund and a Special Fund as defined respectively in rules 9 and 10
of the draft financial rules.

I, THE TRANSI TI ON FROM THE | NTERI M TO THE PERMANENT SECRETARI AT:
REQUI REMENTS | N 1998

8. The main function of the interim secretariat has been to support the
i ntergovernmental negotiating process. Wiile this function will continue, the
comng into force of the Convention will require the secretariat to provide a
stronger substantive support to the Convention process. Thus, the Pernanent
Secretariat will be called upon to support the energing work programe of the
Cormittee on Science and Technology (CST). This will include provision of
necessary support to the preparation and nal ntenance of a roster of experts; it
will al sorequire substantive su?port t o such ad hoc panel s as may be establ i shed.
The Permanent Secretariat wl also need to maintain a linkage with the
Qrgani zati on housi ng the gl obal mechani sm

. As required by article 23.2(c) of the Convention, the Pernmanent Secretari at
will need to assist devel oping Parties, on request, particularly those in Africa,
in the preparation of their national communications. On receipt of those
communi cations, a careful process of analysis and synthesis will be required in
order to facilitate their consideration by the COP. It is also reasonable to
assume that the Pernmanent Secretariat increasingly will be called upon to
facilitate coordination processes as set out in the relevant regional
i npl ement ati on annexes, by providing relevant information; by facilitating the
conveni ng of consultative and coordination processes; and by encouraging the
active involverment of relevant bilateral and nultilateral agencies concerning
coordination neetings aimed at securing agreenents on opportunities for
i nternational cooperation.

10. O the admnistrative side, efforts will be required to devel op appropriate
financial and personnel procedures adapted to the rules, regulations and
del egations of authority of the Organization which may be selected to provide
overall admnistrative support to the Permanent Secretariat. There will al so be
a need to formulate and negotiate an agreenment, within the United Nations
framework, with the Party which in due course will be identified as host to the
Convention Secretariat. The relevant experience of the secretariat of the
Franmewor k Convention on A inate Change appears to indicate that these i ssues wl|l
requi re consi derabl e work over an extended period of tirme.

11. This interim period, therefore, will require a considerable process of
adapt ati on. This has been recogni zed by the General Assenbly in assuming that the
first full year after the first Conference of the Parties, 1988, will be a period
of transition, and that the Permanent Secretariat designated by the COP shoul d
begi n operating no later than 31 Decenber 1998 (see paragraph 2 above).

12. I n these circunstances, the secretariat woul d envi sage 1998 as a year during
which the build-up would continue towards the structure and staffing table
proposed later in this docunment for 1999. The extent of that build-up would
necessarily depend on the | evel of resources in the existing Trust Fund. It shoul d
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be recalled in this regard that, as shown in Appendi x F to docurment A/ AC 241/ 69,
there are at present 24 staff nenbers in the interimsecretariat, paid fromall
sources of funds; in document A/AC 249/69/Add.1 it has been suggested that a
further three positions would need to be financed in 1997. It would seem
aﬁpro riate, therefore, to place the 1998 staffing target at some point between
this level and that proposed bel ow for 1999.

13. Requi renents in 1998, not covered by the regul ar United Nations budget and
therefore possibly needing Trust Fund financing, may also arise under the
fol I owi ng three headi ngs:

(a) Fi nanci ng woul d be required to operate any ad hoc panel s established
by the OOP pursuant to the recommendations of the CST. Related
estimates woul d depend on the nunber of such panel s, their nenbership
and their geographi cal conposition.

(b) Requirements related to the work of the A obal Mechanismcoul d ari se
to the extent that they are not covered by the host organization
still to be identified.

(c) The rel ocation fromGeneva to the country hosting the Convention and
its Secretariat will result in expenditure in terns of renoval and
purchase of office furniture, equi pment and supplies, and of travel,
removal and installation costs of Secretariat staff. It is possible,
of course, that part or all of these costs will be met from host
Government contributions, either general in nature or specifically
earmarked for this purpose.

V. THE PROGRAMVE FOR THE CONVENTI ON, AND RELATED REQUI REMENTS | N 1999
A The core budget

Pol i cy maki ng O gans

The Conference of the Parties

14. Following the outline in Part Il of docurment A/ AC 241/46, the second and
third sessions of the OOP would consider all the standing itens listed in
paragraph 6 of that document. Review of inplenmentation of the Convention woul d
presunably be taken up at the second session on the basis of oral statenents.
The second session woul d al so approve revi sed budget estimates for 1999 taking
account of the decision of the first COP on the location of the Permanent
Secretariat. At the third session there would be a review of inplenentation of
t he Conventionin Africa, based on comruni cations fromParties, in accordance with
the procedures recommrended to the COP by the INCD in INCD decision 9/9. In
addition, the third session would not only receive a report from the d obal
Mechani sm but review its policies, operational nodalities and activities, in
accordance with article 21, paragraph 7, of the Convention.

15. Wth regard to selected agenda itens, it night be appropriate for the
second, and, if necessary, the third session of the COP to consider the itens in
subpar agraphs (d), (e), and(f) of paragraph 7 of docunent A/ AC 241/46, that is
strengt heni ng of rel ati onshi ps with other conventions, procedures and mechani sns
for resolution of inplenentation questions and adoption of an annex to the
Convention on arbitration procedures.

Subsi di ary bodi es

16. Under article 24 of the Convention, the Commttee on Sci ence and Technol ogy
shall neet "in conjunction with the ordinary sessions of the Conference of the
Parties." In document A/ AC 241/66, the secretariat has submitted to the INCD a
draft programme of work for the Conmittee featuring, on the one hand, a phased
aPproach and, on the other, the establishnent of priorities. The draft programre
of work al so suggests that the Conmittee consider the possibility of establishing
three ad hoc panels, respectively in the fields of benchmarks and indicators; of
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establishing inventories of traditional and|ocal technol ogy, know edge, know how
and practices; and of establishing research priorities.

17. As regards the dobal Mechanism article 21 provides that it shall report

to the Conference of the Parties beginning at its second ordinary session

However, as indicated in paragraph 14 above, a full review of the mechanismis

schedul ed only at the OOP's third session. Pending further consideration of the

identification of an organization to house the d obal Mechanism (see |INCD

decision 9/4), it is too early at this stage to speculate on the precise work
er

programe whi ch may emrerge un thi s headi ng.
Budget ary requirenents
18. In the light of paragraphs 14 to 17 above, estinates could be predicated

on the assunption that the COP and its subsidiary bodies would neet for a tota

of two consecutive weeks in each of the calendar years 1998 and 1999. The
al location of neetings, in each of those periods, between the COP and the CST
would need to be decided at a later stage, in the light of the devel oping
programme of work of each organ. Provision therefore would need to be made for
a total of two weeks of neetings services for each of the years 1998 and 1999,
allowing for two simltaneous neetings at any time during those two weeks, and
for the translation, processing and distribution of an estinmated 400 pages of
docunent ati on each year. The General Assenbly is to consider, at its fifty-second
session, the inclusion of the 1998 programme of neetings of the COP and its
subsi di ary bodi es within the regul ar programe of meetings of the United Nations.
It is consequently assuned that budgetary requirements for 1998 will be met by
the United Nations regular budget.

The Permanent Secretariat: staffing and other estinates

Proposed organi zati onal structure

19. Paragraphs 8 and 9 above sunmmarize the functions of the Pernmanent
Secretariat as set out in the Convention, including the regional inplenentation
annexes. In addition, the Permanent Secretariat will be called upon to provide

necessary support in respect of the functions entrusted to the COP under
article 22, paragraph 2 of the Convention, particularly as regards the revi ew of
the inplementation of the Convention; the pronmotion of the exchange of
information; the periodic review and approval of the programe and budget; the
cooperation wth conpetent bodies or agencies, and the pronotion of the
relationship with other rel evant Conventions. The work programme of the Pernanent
Secretariat will thus be closely tied into, and conditioned by, the programme of
mgrk of the OOP and of its subsidiary bodies referred to in paragraphs 14 to 17
above.

20. In the light of the above, and of experience gathered over the interim
period, the Permanent Secretariat coul d be organized into the follow ng clusters
of activities (nunbered references are to articles of the Convention):

Eag Executive direction and managenent ;
b Subst anti ve support to the COP and its subsidiary bodies (art. 21
art. 23.2 (a));
(c) Provision for information, review of inplenentation, and
facilitation of the ~consultative and coordination rocess

art. 23.2(b) and (c); art. 26.1, 26.6 and 26.7; art. 22.2(a) and
b), and rel evant provisions for regional inplenentation annexes);

Edg External relations (art. 23.2(d); art. 22.2(h) and (i));

e Adm ni stration and systems support (art. 23.2(e), art. 22.2 (Qg)).

21. In order to facilitate the review and nonitoring by the COP of the work
programme and budget, and al sointhe interest of internal managenent and control,
the five clusters identified above shoul d correspond to the "main appropriation
lines" in the context of rule 6 of the draft financial rules. Thus, as conpared
to the suggestions nade earlier in docurment A/ AC 241/46, paragraph 11
i npl ementation "review' and inplenmentation "facilitation" would be grouped into
one cluster, on the basis that review and facilitation are nutually supportive
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aspects of the sane programre, and that placing both activities in the same

organi zational unit wll pernit increased flexibility in work assignnments.
Furthernore, support to the OOP and the CST and |iaison with the @ obal Mechani sm
also would be grouped together, in order to provide sone flexibility in

assi gnment s anong the smal | nunber of staff invol ved. Documents preparation woul d
be a major activity of theresulting unit, and it would include alawer to advise
on legal natters, whichwill result fromthe variety of national and international

instrunents with which the Secretariat will be called upon to cooperate, and from
the need to prepare and administer a headquarters agreenent with the Government

of the country hosting the Secretariat. Finally, external relations functions,

principally conprising public information, relations wth non-governmental

organi zat i ons and coordi nation wi th other rel evant secretariats, would constitute
a separate cluster.

Executive direction and management

22. The Head of the Permanent Secretariat will provide overall direction and
coordination to the Permanent Secretariat, and advice to the OOP and its
subsidiary bodies. He/she wll be accountable directldy to the COP for the
i npl ementation of its policies and programre of work and for the use of nonies
contributed by the Parties. The head would be assisted by a Deputy at the
D2 level, and the office would conprise, in addition, a Special Assistant at the
P-4 level and 2 General Service posts. It is envisaged that, over the biennium
the need for legal advice will be met, as described in paragraph 25 bel ow, on a
part-tine basis by an officer in one of the support clusters.

Substantive support to the COP and its subsidiary bodies

23. This unit would: (a) provide support to the work programme and sessions
of the Committee on Science and Technology, including its ad hoc panels,
(b) represent the Secretariat vis-a-vis, and interact with, the organization
hosting the dobal Mechanism (c) nore generally, provide support to the
Conference of the Parties in respect of the latter's functions under article 21
of the Convention, and (d) be responsibl e for docunent preparation, and docunents
control, for the Permanent Secretariat as a whole . (bviously, the unit should
provide a strong conponent of scientific expertise. It is also envisaged that,
at | east during the biennium the unit woul d provide such | egal advice as may be
required to the Head of the Permanent Secretariat.

24, It is proposed that the unit be headed by an officer at the D1 | evel and
conpri se three ot her Professional posts (two P-5, one P-4) and one CGeneral Service
post. Two Professional and the CGeneral Service post woul d provide support to the
Commttee on Science and Technology, and also such |legal advice as may be
regui red, while the remaining Professional post woul d work on the gl obal nechani sm
and in support of Conference activities under article 21.

25. As regards 1999, related requirenents will also have to include provision
for neetings of ad hoc panel s since, under par a?raph 7 of its terns of reference,
the CSTis requiredto include estimates of the financial inplications of its work
programme. Those estimates would include the cost of ad hoc panels, and woul d
need to be consi dered by the CCP on the basis of specific subm ssions by the CST.
As indicated in paragraph 13 above, requirenents under this headi ng nay al so ari se
in 1998, and would need to be nmet within existing (regular budget or Trust Fund)
r esour ces.

Provi si on of informati on, review of inplementation, and facilitation of the
consul tative and coordi nati on processes

26. On the basis of articles 23, paragraph 2(c), and 26, paragraph 7 of the
Convention, and as called for by INCD decision 9/9, this unit would

(a) receive and conpil e the summaries of reports provided by the Parties
under article 26 on neasures taken for the inplenentation of the
Conventi on;
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(b) prepare,on the basis of the above, syntheses of the reports, setting
out the trends energing in the inplenentati on of the Convention; and,
starting with the third session of the Conference, prepare a report
summari zi ng the concl usi ons of the review process;

(c) facilitate assistance, on request, to affected devel opi ng countri es,
particularly affected African country Parties, in conpiling and
comuni cating information, and inidentifying technical and financi al
needs associ ated with action programes;

(d) facilitate, as provided in the relevant regional inplenmentation
annexes, the convocation of consultative processes at the national,
subregi onal and regional |evels; and

(e) devel op and nmai ntai n data bases of focal points related to the above
activities.

27. In the light of the pattern of regional inplenmentation ensconced in the
Convention, it is prolposed that the unit be headed by an officer at the D1 | evel,
assi sted bP/ a CGeneral Service staff nenmber, and have four regional components,
respectively for Africa (P-5 P-4, P-3, P-2, 2 &5, Asia (P-5 P-3, P-2, 2 @&,
Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean (P-5, P-3) and the Northern Mediterranean (P-4

The latter two regi onal sub-units woul d share anot her General Service post. Thus,
total staffing requirenents for the unit would conprise 1 D1, 3 P-5 2 P-4, 3
P-3, 2 P-2 and 6 Ceneral Service posts, or atotal of 17. However, it is proposed
that the filling of these posts be phased over the biennium and that a total of
only ten posts be encunbered in 1999 (1 D1, 3 P-5, 2 P-4, 1 P-3 and 3 Ceneral
gervi ce posts) while the remaining seven posts would be filled in the next
i enni um

External rel ations

28. This unit woul d assist the Head of the Permanent Secretariat in ensuring
necessary coordi nation with the secretariats of other rel evant bodies, including
in particular the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO,
International Fund for Agricultural Developrent (IFAD), United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Qultural O ganization (UNESCO, Wrld Meteorol ogi cal
QO gani zation (WMD), United Nations Devel opnent Programme (UNDP), United Nations
Envi ronment Programme (UNEP) and the Conventions on Biodiversity and on dinmate
Change. It would also assist Parties, on request, as well as non-governnent al
organi zations, in pronmoting public awareness of the basis and objectives of the
Convention. To this end, the unit within its resources, including those provided
by the Supplenentary Fund, would prepare and dissenminate, to governnental and
non-governnental institutions, relevant public information material. a
particular inportance would be the unit's relations with, and support to, the
activities of non-governnental organizations, especially in the field of
i npl ementation and public awareness. |t is also proposed that the unit establish
and maintain a nulti-media reference library to contain najor relevant official
docunents and publications relating to desertification and sustainable
devel opnent. This unit woul d conprise 4 posts (P-4, P-3, P-2 and 1 G5).

Adm ni strative and systens support

29. It is expected that the organization enbodying the institutional |inkage
wi |l provide general adm nistrative support to the Permanent Secretariat.
Neverthel ess, the Permanent Secretariat will still need to:

(a) prepare and subnit biennial programme budget proposals for revi ewand
approval by the CCP;

(b) admni ster and control the budget, once approved, and provide
periodic reports thereon to the COP, as well as prepare regular
Internal reports for nmanagenent and control purposes to the Head of
the Permanent Secretariat and unit heads;
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(c) admni ster, control and report on extrabudgetary funds and
pr ogr ammes;

(d) initiate recruitment action of staff, including tenporary staff and
consul tants;

(e) manage and update systens, and provide systens support, in a highly
conputer-oriented secretariat;

(f) estimate neetings servicing requirements and ensure provision of
those services, in liaison with the host organization to be
det er m ned,

(9) nmanage the travel progranme; and

(h) initiate procurenment action, and provide control, in respect of
requirenments for furniture, equipnent, conmmunications and other
operating requirenents.

30. It is envisaged that these functions woul d be undertaken by a unit headed
by a P-5 and conprising, in addition, 2 P-4, 1 P-3, and 6 Ceneral Service posts.

Staffing Sunmary
31. The requirenments set out in paragraphs 20 to 30 above provide for an
estimated total, for 1999, of 34 posts (1 Head, 1 D-2, 2 D-1, 6 P-5, 7 P-4, 3 P-3,
1 P-2 and 13 General Service). Seven additional posts (2 P-3, 2 P-2 and 3 General
Service) would be filled at a later date.

The Pernmanent Secretariat: core requirenents other than staffing

32.  For the purpose of this outline, the estinated core requirenents, other than
staffing, are presented for the Permanent Secretariat as a whole. It is envisaged,
however, that the final budget presentation to the COP will apportion these

estimates anong the nain appropriation |ines proposed.

33. In addition to staffing, provision for 1999 will need to be nade under the
fol I owi ng headi ngs:

Overtinme and tenporary assistance for neetings

This is required in respect of tenporary secretarial and clerical
assi stance during neetings of the COP and its subsidiary bodies and for
overtine during those neetings.

Ceneral tenporary assistance

This is proposed to cover approximately 15 work/nmonths during workl oad
egks, generally preceding the neetings of the COP and its subsidiary
odi es.

Consul tants

This would be required for review of scientific and technical material on
speci fic aspects of the programme of work, and al so to assist in the review
of inplenentation. It would cover approxinately 18 work/nmonths of
consul tancies, including related travel.

Tr avel

Thi s covers travel of staff for consultative m ssions wth Covernnments and
nongover nnent al organi zations; for mssions required for the preparation
of substantive reports to the OOP and its subsidiary bodies; for
participation in activities of specialized agencies and non-gover nnent al
organi zations on issues of desertification and drought, and for providing
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assi stance to devel opi ng countries in the inplementation of the programe
of urgent action on Africa.

Ceneral operating expenses, supplies and naterials

This would cover comunications, operation of conputer systens, office
furniture and other equipent, m scellaneous sug?lles and services and
insurance, including internal provision for possible clains in respect of
service-incurred injury or death.

O her expenditure itens arising in respect of the core budget

Rei mbursement to the host organization for administrative expenditures

34. In response to questions regarding the offers nmade by the United Nations
and UNEP to provide overall admnistrative support to the Permanent Secretari at,
bot h organi zati ons have indicated that they would expect to levy a charge for
provi sion of adm nistrative support. In the case of the United Nations, the | eve
of overhead charges would be determned on the basis of actual costs incurred.
For its part, UNEP would cover the costs of providing services with a standard
13 Fer cent support charge. It seens likely, therefore, that the core budget (as
wel | as the rel ated speci al purpose funds) will need to include provision for this
item however, a precise estimate can be i ncl uded only after the host organi zati on
has been nore clearly identified.

The Working Capital Reserve

35. Rule 8 of the draft financial rules provides that within the General Fund
"there shall be maintained a working capital reserve at a | evel to be determ ned
fromtime to time by the Conference of the Parties by consensus", and that "the
pur pose of the working capital reserve shall be to ensure continuity of operations
In the event of a tenporary shortfall of cash."

36. The Committee may wi sh to provi de gui dance on the | evel of the reserve which
shoul d be recomrended to the COP for approval. In the case of the dimate Change
Convention, the reserve was initially approved at the level of one nonth of
estimated expenditure; this level will be reviewed at the end of 1997.

Possi bl e offsets to the core budget

37. Requi renent s set out in paragraphs 14 to 33 above, which do not include the
"over head" charge nor the working capital reserve, would result inatotal "core"
expenditure in 1999. Ofsets against this total may, however, arise as follows.

Contri butions by the host Governnent

38. There will nost likely be an offset in respect of special contributions by
the host Covernnent. The extent of such contributions will be known, however,
only when the OOP takes a decision on the physical |ocation of the secretariat.

Al |l ot nents of overhead for adm nistration

39. It mght be possible - as has been the case with the dimte Change
Convention — to negotiate, with the organi zati on providi ng support services, for
part of the charge in respect of reinbursement for adninistrative support (see
par agraph 34 above) to be used to finance some posts in the adninistrative area
of the Permanent Secretariat (referred to in paragraphs 29 and 30 above). It is
however too early to provide an estimate for this eventuality.

B. Speci al pur pose funds

The Suppl emrentary Fund

40. It is envisaged that the Suppl enentary Fund woul d, in accordance with its
proposed terns of reference, support the participation of representatives of
non- gover nrent al organi zations in neetings of the COP and subsidiary bodies
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facilitate assistance to affected developing countries in communicating
i nfornmati on; and support ot her appropri ate purposes consistent with the objectives
of the Conventi on.

41. It is too early, at this stage, to formulate a detailed cost plan for
activities which are to start over two years after this docunment has been readi ed.
Neverthel ess, it is not unreasonable to assume that the | evel of activity funded
fromthis fund will not be nmarkedly different from that shown for 1996, and
suggested for 1997, respectively in documents A/ AC 241/69 and Add. 1, which are
al so before the Commttee at its tenth session. It should al so be noted that the
exi sting Trust Fund has been and is being used as a vehicle for provision by
Governnents of staff to contribute to the activities of the interimsecretariat.
It would be expected that this support would continue, in 1998 and | ater years,
within the scope of the Suppl enentary Fund.

The Special Fund

42.  The Special Fund woul d continue to finance the travel of one representative
of each affected devel opi ng country, and of one further representative for each
affected | east developing country, to sessions of the OOP and its subsidiary
bodi es. Estimated expenditures for each of the years 1996 and 1997, to finance
travel to I NCD neetings, anount to approxi mately $1, 100, 000. However, the fact
that only one meeting woul d be envi saged i n 1999 (t he back-to-back session of the
ﬁIPhand its subsidiary bodies) should result in |lower requirements under this
eadi ng.



