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Letter dated 24 Decenber 1996 fromthe representatives of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation to the
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral

We have the honour to transnmit herewith the text of the Iranian-Russian
statenment on Afghani stan adopted at the talks in Tehran on 22 and
23 Decenber 1996 between the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Islamc
Republic of Iran, A. A Velayati, and the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the
Russi an Federation, Y. M Primkov (see annex).

We should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annex
circul ated as a docunent of the CGeneral Assenbly, under agenda item 39, and of
the Security Council .

(Signed) M TAKHT- RAVANCH (Signed) Sergey LAVROV
Anmbassador Anbassador
Chargé d' affaires a.i. of the Per manent Representative of
Per manent M ssion of the Islanmc the Russian Federation to
Republic of Iran to the the United Nations
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: Russian]
St at enent on Af ghani stan adopted at the talks held at Tehran
on 22 and 23 Decenber 1996 between the Mnister for Foreign

Affairs of the Islamc Republic of Iran and the Mnister for
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation

In the course of talks held at Tehran on 22 and 23 Decenber 1996, the
M nisters for Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Russian
Federation, A. A Velayati and Y. M Primkov, exchanged views on the
devel opnent of events in Afghanistan and the prospects for a peaceful settlenent
of the inter-Afghan conflict.

Concern was expressed over the continuing violent arned confrontation
between the forces of the Government of the Islamc State of Afghanistan and
anti-government units.

The fact that as a result of the mlitary action the civilian population is
suffering and the nunber of refugees is on the rise gives cause for concern
The instances of serious violation of human rights, persecution on political and
ethni ¢ grounds and violation of the norns of international |aw including
actions that prevent the normal conduct of United Nations activities in
Af ghani stan, nerit condemati on

The intensification of the internal conflict may endanger the mai ntenance
of the State unity of Afghanistan and inpair peace and stability in the region

The M nisters called for the parties to the conflict in Afghanistan to
cease mlitary action immediately and begin the search for ways of reaching
agreenments with a viewto the restoration of civil peace. In so doing, account
shoul d be taken of the legitimate interests of all ethnic and religi ous groups
and regions. None of the Afghan mlitary and political groupings should inpose
its dom nance on the others.

After calling for a halt to outside interference in the internal affairs of
Af ghani stan, the M nisters enphasized that a necessary condition for the
settlenent of the conflict must be mai ntenance of the State i ndependence and
territorial integrity of the Islamc State of Afghanistan

The need for inplenentation of the provisions of Security Counci
resolution 1076 (1996) of 22 Decenber 1996 was enphasized. The positive
significance of the neetings held at the regional level, particularly the
neeting of the |eaders of five menber countries of the Conmonweal th of
| ndependent States at Almaty on 4 Cctober 1996 and the regional conference to
pronote a settlenent in Afghanistan held in Tehran on 29 and 30 October 1996, as
wel |l as of the neeting of representatives of the interested States on
Af ghani st an organi zed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations in New York
on 18 Novenber 1996, was not ed.
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Agreenent was reached on a continuation of the exchange of views between
the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation on issues relating to
the settlement of the inter-Afghan conflict. The readiness of both countries to
cooperate actively with the United Nations, the Organization of the Islamc
Conference and interested States with a view to drawi ng up and adopting urgent
neasures to halt hostile action in Afghanistan and bring about a politica
settl enent of the Afghan conflict was confirned.



