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LETTER DATED 18 DECEMBER 1996 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF | RAQ TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

On instructions frommy CGovernnent, | have the honour to notify you of
continued violations of the ceasefire resolution and the Tehran agreenent
concerning the area of separation between Irag and Iran that were commtted by
the Irani an side between 25 Septenber and 21 Novenber 1996, as shown in the |ist
annexed hereto.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annex circul ated
as a docunment of the Security Council.

(Signed) N zar HAMDOON
Per manent Representative
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Annex

lranian violations of the ceasefire and the 1991 Tehran
agreenent between 25 Sept enber and 21 Novenber 1996

1. 25 Sept enber 1996

The Philippine tug Queen Bird and its crew were attacked in the Shahiniyah
area south of Unm al - Rasas island by five persons arned with Kal ashni kov assaul t
rifles and dressed as Arabs. Comng fromthe direction of the Iranian shore in
a fishing boat, they seized the crew and stole their personal possessions. Two
of the crew nmenbers were wounded in the incident.

2. 28 Sept enber 1996

At 1800 hours an lranian patrol consisting of sone 12 men with |ight
weapons approached to within 600 nmetres of the Mundhiriyah post opposite
Zadi Najaf. It produced a nmap, and the area was reconnoitred.

3. 28 Sept enber 1996

At 2230 hours a group of three Iranians approached the Mundhiriyah post to
a point 400 netres inside lraqgi territory. They fled when the soldiers manning
the post were obliged to fire in their direction

4. 28 Sept enber 1996

The Irani an Khusrawi conplex and the frontier barrier point failed to turn
on their lights until 2100 hours. |In the nmorning, an Irani an vehicle had been
seen comng fromthe Iranian side inside Iraqi territory.

5. 29 Septenber 1996

At 1500 hours a number of boats belonging to Iraqis, including two
bel onging to the Khuljan fishing and fish-marketing conpany, Khuljan | (No. 214)
and Khuljan Il (No. 213), were fishing in our territorial waters near
Khawr al - Amayah harbour when they were seized by an Iranian patrol and escorted
to the harbour at Bandar Khomeini in the northern part of the Arabian Gulf.
There, the crew nmenbers were blindfol ded and taken to prison. On 30 Septenber
they were brought before the competent court and asked a nunber of questions,
i ncl udi ng questions on where they had been fishing and who owned the boats.
They were then returned to the harbour and told to go hone, all the boats having
been rel eased except for Khuljan | and Khuljan I1. Wen the two masters refused
to return to lraq without their boats, they were forcibly returned to Faw on an
Iraqi boat, the Najaf, owned by Tawfiq Taha.

6. 30 Sept enber 1996

The Iranian authorities detained the followi ng Iragi boat owners while they
were fishing in Iraqi territorial waters: Mihamad Khalifah Hasan
Ham d Ya qub Yusuf, Tawfiq Taha Hal ub and Tariq Harun Yusuf.
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7. 25 Cctober 1996

At 1200 hours an lranian patrol boat intercepted five Iraqgi fishing boats
whil e they were operating south of Mna' al-Amq in lraqgi territorial waters.
There were three civilians on the Iranian boat, one of themcarrying a GC
weapon, and the boat had a machi ne-gun mounted in the bows. The Iraqgi boats
were escorted to Bandar Khoneini. At 1700 hours on 30 Cctober, all the boats
were rel eased together with their 50 crew nenbers.

8. 29 Cctober 1996

At 1930 hours a grey fibreglass Iranian patrol boat with a 48-horsepower
Yamaha engi ne carrying three civilians approached the Iraqi side in the Sayhan
area at coordi nates 330565. The Iranian boat fired at the Iraqi patrols using a
GC weapon.

9. 30 Cct ober 1996

At 1645 hours the Iranian side, using a small boat with 12 civilians on
board, proceeded to film and photograph the Iranian vessel Ardashir, subnerged
in the Sayhan area at coordi nates 308580, with a video canmera and a stil
caner a.

10. 10 Novenber 1996

At 1300 hours, while they were fishing near Mna' al-Amq, the Iraqi boats
Al -Bagir 194, A -M gdam and Al - Qasi m were approached by an Irani an patrol boat
wi th a machi ne-gun nmounted in the bows. There were six persons on board, one of
whom spoke Arabic. They escorted the Iragi boats and their crews of 31
fishernen to Bandar Khomei ni where they were detained. They were thence brought
before a court on charges of illegal fishing and were each nmade to give an
undertaking not to fish in lranian waters. On 19 and 22 Novenber the boats were
rel eased together with their crews.

11. 17 Novenber 1996

An Iranian patrol boat with seven Persian-speaking civilians on board and a
machi ne-gun mounted in the bows seized an Iraqi boat with six persons on board
while it was fishing in the vicinity of Mna' al-Bakr and Mna' al-Amqg and
escorted themto the Iranian side. On 21 Novenber 1996 the boat and its crew
wer e rel eased

12. 21 Novenber 1996

VWil e a sal vage team belonging to the Iragi Ports Authority was at the
entry to the Shatt al-Arab channel exam ning the subnerged crane Antarah with a
viewto refloating it, the teamwas subjected to arned intimnidation by an
Irani an patrol which demanded that it should | eave the |ocation and refused to
allowit to work.



