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The nmenbers of the Security Council express their appreciation for your
letter dated 20 Novenber 1996 (S/1996/966) concerning the consultation neeting
on Afghani stan, held in New York on 18 Novenber 1996. Foll ow ng the discussion
of the letter on 10 Decenber 1996, | am pleased to informyou that the menbers
of the Security Council wel come your initiative to convene the nmeeting and share
your assessnent that it was a useful gathering of a group of countries that are
in a position to support your efforts towards a peaceful solution of the Afghan
conflict. The nenbers of the Security Council support your intention to convene
further informal nmeetings of this group fromtine to tine.

The menbers of the Security Council reaffirmtheir full support for the
continuing efforts of the United Nations, in particular those of the United
Nations Special M ssion to Afghanistan, to facilitate national reconciliation in
Afghani stan. They wel cone the fact that participants at the neeting on
18 Novenber 1996 confirmed the central role of the United Nations in pronoting
t he peace process and that they expressed support for your call for close
coordination of their own efforts with United Nations nediating efforts.

The menbers of the Security Council remain gravely concerned at the ongoi ng
civil war in Afghanistan and reports of acts of discrimnation agai nst wonen, as
wel | as by obstacles created to the activities of the United Nations and
hurmani t ari an agenci es.

The menbers of the Security Council stress the need for the Afghan parties
to cease immediately all armed hostilities, renounce the use of force, put aside
their differences and engage in a political dialogue ained at achieving nationa
reconciliation and a lasting political settlenment of the conflict.

The menbers of the Security Council will continue to follow closely the

devel opnents in Afghani stan

(Signed) Francesco Paol o FULC
Presi dent of the Security Counci
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