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A

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng considered the report of the Conmittee on Conferences,!?

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including resolutions 40/ 243 of
18 Decenber 1985, 43/222 B of 21 Decenber 1988, 47/202 A to D of
22 Decenber 1992, 48/222 A and B of 23 Decenber 1993, 49/221 Ato D of
23 Decenber 1994 and 50/206 A to F of 23 Decenber 1995,

1. Notes with appreciation the work and the report of the Conmttee on
Conf er ences;

2. Approves the draft revised cal endar of conferences and neetings of the
United Nations for 1997 as subnitted? and anended by the Committee on
Conf erences, ® subject to the provisions of the present resol ution;

3. Aut hori zes the Committee on Conferences to make adjustments in the
cal endar of conferences and neetings for 1997 that nmay becone necessary as a
result of actions and decisions taken by the General Assenbly at its fifty-first
sessi on;

' Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Supplenent
No. 32 and corrigendum and addendum (A/51/32 and Corr.1 and Add.1).

2 |bid., Supplenent No. 32 (A/51/32), annex.

3 Ibid., Supplenent No. 32 (A/51/32), addendum (A/51/32/Add.1).
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4. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide all the conference services

required as a result of decisions taken by the General Assenbly at its fifty-
first session taking into account, as necessary, the procedures established in
Assenbly resolutions 41/213 of 19 Decenber 1986 and 42/211 of 21 Decenber 1987

5. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to include in the list of officia
hol i days of the United Nations Eid Al-Fitr and Eid Al - Adha;

6. Deci des that no United Nations neetings shall be held on Eid Al-Fitr
and Eid Al -Adha, which occur in 1997 on 10 February and 17 April, respectively,
and requests the Secretary-Ceneral to nake the necessary arrangenents to ensure
strict inplementation of this decision when preparing all future draft cal endars
of conferences and neetings of the United Nations;

7. Deci des also that requests for waivers to the headquarters rule
contai ned in General Assenbly resolution 40/243 shall be reviewed by the
Conmittee on Conferences prior to consideration by the Assenbly;

8. Invites all its subsidiary bodies that are authorized to neet away
fromtheir established headquarters to review, in the interests of inproved
efficiency and cost-effectiveness, the exception to the headquarters rule in the
light of the current situation of their work, and to nmake recomendati ons
t hereon through the Conmttee on Conferences to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-second session;

9. Also invites the Econom c and Social Council to request all its
subsidiary bodies to carry out the reviewreferred to in paragraph 8 above;

10. Requests the bodies that have not fully utilized their neeting
entitlenments, including the duration of their sessions, to review their neeting
entitlenments and to report the results of their reviewto the General Assenbly
t hrough the Conmttee on Conferences;

11. Expresses concern that the overall and average factors for utilization
of conference services have fallen further and were bel ow the established
benchmark figure of 80 per cent in 1995;

12. Reiterates its request to the Conmttee on Conferences, in
consultation with the organs concerned, to exam ne the cases where the
utilization factor is |lower than the established benchmark figure for at |east
three sessions, with a viewto reporting on problens and factors that have given
rise to such a situation, and to nake appropriate recommendations in order to
achieve the optimumutilization of conference-servicing resources;

13. Expresses concern about underutilization of conference facilities at
duty stations outside Headquarters, and enphasi zes the need to nmake the nost
ef fective use possible of such facilities;

14. Endorses the initiatives taken by the Chairman of the Conmttee on
Conferences with a view to assisting bodies to achieve the optimumutilization
of conference-servicing resources and, to that effect, to assess realistically
their need for such resources;
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15. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure closer cooperation between
Headquarters, the United Nations Office at Geneva, the United Nations O fice at
Vi enna and the United Nations Ofice at Nairobi in order to inprove the
coordi nati on of conference services;

16. Requests the Secretariat to engage, on a regular basis, in an active
di al ogue with Menber States as a permanent feature at Headquarters, as well as
at the United Nations Ofice at Geneva, the United Nations Ofice at Vienna and
the United Nations Ofice at Nairobi, in order to inprove the coordination of
conf erence services;

17. Expresses concern that 35 per cent of requests were denied for
interpretation services for neetings of regional and other major groupings of
Menber States in view of the inportance of these neetings for the snooth
functioning of sessional bodies, while recognizing that neetings of Charter and
mandat ed bodi es nmust be serviced as a priority;

18. Urges intergovernmental bodies to spare no effort in the planning
stage to take into account neetings of their regional and other najor groupings
of Member States, to mmke provision for such neetings in their programe of work
and to notify Conference Services well in advance of any cancell ations so that
unutilized conference-servicing resources could, to the extent possible, be
reassigned to neetings of regional and other major groupings of States;

19. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-Ceneral to provide, within the
resources requested for conference services for the biennium 1998- 1999,
interpretation services for neetings of regional and other major groupings of
Menber States upon request by those groupings, taking into account the priority
due to neetings included in the cal endar of conferences and neetings, and to
submit a report on the inplementation of this decision to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session through the Commttee on Conferences;

20. Reaffirms that in the use of conference roonms priority should be given
to neetings of Menber States;

21. Decides that bodies which accept invitations to convene conferences
and neetings in host countries should be kept informed, as appropriate, of the
progress made in negotiating the host country agreenment in the course of
preparations for such a conference or neeting, with a viewto encouraging the
timely concl usion of such an agreenent before the conference or neeting takes
pl ace.

The General Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions on the control and Iimtation of docunentation
i ncluding resolutions 47/202 B of 22 Decenber 1992, 48/222 B of
23 Decenber 1993, 49/221 B of 23 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 206 B and 50/ 206 C of
23 Decenber 1995
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1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;*

2. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue to invite Menber States to
review their document requirenents in order to identify the nunber and types of
docunents with a view to reduci ng, where possible, the nunber and types of
docunent s requested;

3. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to review the Secretariat's
internal requirements in order to avoid a surplus of docunents provided in the
Secretari at;

4. Notes that only two intergovernnental bodies have taken positive
action in response to paragraphs 6, 7 and 8 of resolution 50/206 C

5. Reiterates its recommendati ons on control and limtation of
docunent ati on made to intergovernnental bodies in resolution 50/206 C, and
requests intergovernmental bodies to report to it through the Comrmittee on
Conf erences on neasures taken to inplenment that resolution

6. Requests the Conmttee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space to continue
to keep it informed, through the Conmttee on Conferences, of its experience
with the use of unedited transcripts;

7. Takes note of the decision of the Cormittee on Conferences contained
in paragraph 89 of its report,® and requests the Committee to report to the
Ceneral Assenbly on the inplementation of that decision at its fifty-second
sessi on;

8. Stresses once again the need for strict conpliance with the existing
l[imts of 24 pages for documents originating in the Secretariat and 32 pages for
reports of subsidiary bodies;

9. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submit, every two years through the
Conmittee on Conferences, updated information on the nunber and | ength of
docunent s;

10. Also requests the Secretary-General, to the extent possible, to inform
bodies, at the time they request reports, whether the docunents can be produced
wi thin established page limts;

11. Further requests the Secretary-Ceneral to pursue his efforts to
i nprove the quality in the substance and presentation of docunentation, applying
new publ i shing techni ques to enhance readability and reduce consunption of

paper ;

4 A/ 51/ 268.

S Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Supplenent
No. 32 and corrigendum (A/51/32 and Corr.1).
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12. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-GCeneral to ensure that
docunentation is available in accordance with the six-week rule for the
di stribution of docunents, simultaneously in each of the six official |anguages
of the United Nati ons;

13. Reaffirms its decision that, should a report be issued late, the
reasons for the delay should be indicated when the report is introduced;

14. Reiterates its request to the Joint Inspection Unit to conduct a
conpr ehensi ve survey of the role publications play in inplenenting mandates of
i ntergovernmental bodies and the extent to which recurrent publications could be
made nore cost-effective in this regard, and to submt a report on this matter
no later than the end of the fifty-first session

C

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 50/206 D of 23 Decenber 1995,

Stressing the need to provide Menber States and United Nations bodies with
nor e conprehensi ve and accurate information on the costs of neetings and
docunent ati on,

Noting that the introduction of new technol ogi es enhances the quality,
cost-effectiveness and efficiency of conference services,

Stressing also the inportance of equal access to, and benefit from the
optical disk systemand other new technologies in all six official |anguages by
all Menber States and the need to overcone the difficulties faced by some Menber
States, in particular devel oping countries, in acquiring the technology to
access the optical disk system as well as other avail able technol ogi es,

Wl com ng the actions taken by the Ad Hoc Open-ended Worki ng G- oup on
Informatics of the Econom c and Social Council to expand and i nprove
connectivity between United Nations databases and those of Menber States,

i ncludi ng through their permanent mi ssions, and the training programes
initiated to that end,

Appreciating the rel evance of these actions as part of the effort to
i ncrease efficiency and to decrease costs,

1. Strongly urges the Secretary-Ceneral, as a nmatter of priority, to
devel op the cost-accounting systemfor conference services no |later than the
substantive session of the Commttee on Conferences, having recourse to
voluntary and internal expertise within the United Nations system

2. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report through the Conmttee on
Conferences to each subsidiary organ of the General Assenbly and the Economic
and Social Council on the cost of conference services it utilized in the year
concluded in order to enable those organs to plan nore effectively;
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3. Decides that, in the absence of a General Assenbly decision to the

contrary, the use of such technol ogies as the optical disk systemand the
Internet shall not constitute an alternative to traditional docunents;

4. Strongly urges the Secretary-CGeneral, as a nmatter of priority, to
provi de proposals at the first resumed session of the Fifth Commttee, in
accordance with paragraph 3 of General Assenbly resolution 50/206 D, on
facilitating access by devel oping countries to the optical disk systemin al
six official |anguages, taking into account the possible savings fromreduced
copyi ng and di stribution costs;

5. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure that the texts of all new
public documents, in all six official |anguages, and information materials of
the United Nations are posted on the United Nations Wb site daily and are
accessible to Menber States wi thout del ay;

6. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to conplete the task of upl oading
all inmportant older United Nations docunments on the United Nations Wb site on a
priority basis, so that these archives are also available to Menber States
t hrough that medi um

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 49/221 C of 23 Decenber 1994 and 50/206 E of
23 Decenber 1995

1. Notes the efforts nade by the translation services to i nprove the
quality of translation of docunments in all six official |anguages of the
Organi zati on, and encourages those services to continue to spare no effort to
that end and to continue to report to the Committee on Conferences on additiona
efforts made in this regard;

2. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to pay due attention to the rules of
managenment in translation-related matters.

E

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirmng its resolutions 49/221 D of 23 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 206 F of
23 Decenber 1995

Expresses its appreciation once again to the Secretary-General and the
Secretariat for the proper and tinely inplenmentation of resolutions 49/221 D and

50/ 206 F.



