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PROCLAMATION OF 21 NOVEMBER AS WORLD TELEVISION DAY

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and
Barbuda, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Cambodia,
Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Chile, Comoros, Congo,
Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Cyprus, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Fiji, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Greece, Grenada,
Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary,
Iceland, India, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakstan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Lithuania, Madagascar,
Malawi, Mali, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Palau, Panama,
Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Saint Kitts
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Slovenia, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Swaziland, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo,
Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab Emirates,
Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Yemen and Zaire:  draft

resolution

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 13 (I) of 1 February 1946, in which it stated,
inter alia, that the United Nations cannot achieve its purposes unless the
peoples of the world are fully informed of its aims and activities,
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Recalling also its resolutions concerning information in service of
humanity and United Nations public information policies and activities,

Reaffirming its commitment to the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and to the principles of freedom of information, as well as to those of
the independence, pluralism and diversity of the media,

Underlining that communications have become one of today's central
international issues, not only for its relevance for the world economy, but also
for its implications for social and cultural development,

Recognizing the increasing impact television has on decision-making by
alerting world attention to conflicts and threats to peace and security and its
potential role in sharpening the focus on other major issues, including economic
and social issues,

Underlining that the United Nations faces ever-increasing demands to
address the major issues facing humankind, and that television, as one of
today's most powerful communications media, could play a role in presenting
these issues to the world,

Noting with satisfaction the holding at the United Nations, on 21 and
22 November 1996, of the first World Television Forum, where leading media
figures met under the auspices of the United Nations to discuss the growing
significance of television in today's changing world and to consider how they
might enhance their mutual cooperation,

1. Decides to proclaim 21 November World Television Day, commemorating
the date on which the first World Television Forum was held;

2. Invites all Member States to observe World Television Day by
encouraging global exchanges of television programmes focusing, among other
things, on such issues as peace, security, economic and social development and
the enhancement of cultural exchange;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to the
attention of all Governments and appropriate non-governmental organizations.
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