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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The Second Committee held a substantive debate on agenda item 96 (see
A/ 51/ 604, para. 2). Action on sub-item (f) was taken at the 32nd and

37th meetings, on 11 Novenber and 2 Decenber 1996. An account of the
Conmittee's consideration of the itemis contained in the rel evant sumary
records (A/C. 2/51/ SR 32 and 37).

1. CONSI DERATI ON OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS A/ C. 2/51/L.18 AND L. 51
2. At the 32nd neeting, on 11 Novenber, the representative of Costa Rica, on
behal f of the States Menbers that are nenmbers of the Goup of 77 and China,
i ntroduced a draft resolution (A/C. 2/51/L.18) entitled "First United Nations

Decade for the Eradication of Poverty", which read:

"The General Assenbly,

"Recalling its resolutions 48/ 183 of 21 Decenber 1993, 49/110 of
19 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 107 of 20 Decenber 1995 related to the observance
of the International Year for the Eradication of Poverty and procl amation
of the first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, and all

* The report of the Conmttee on this itemw || be issued in several parts,
under the synmbol A/51/604 and addenda.
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other relevant resolutions relating to international cooperation for the
eradi cati on of poverty in devel oping countries,

"Recogni zing that the international comunity, at the highest
political |evel, has already reached a consensus on and conmitted itself to
t he eradi cation of poverty through declarati ons and programes of action of
the United Nations major conferences and sunmts organized since 1990,
particularly the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opment,

"Expressing serious concern that nore than 1.3 billion people in the
world live in absolute poverty, especially in devel oping countries, and
that the nunber of such people continues to increase every year

"Wl coming the formul ati on of direct programes of poverty eradication
by sone devel opi ng countries at the national |evel,

"Noting the activities carried out by countries and organizati ons and
bodi es of the United Nations system as well as by organi zati ons,
associ ations, institutions and entities of civil society, within the
framework of the International Year for the Eradication of Poverty,

"Noting also the action to be taken within the framework of the first
United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006),

"Recogni zing that the md-termrevi ew and apprai sal of the
i npl erent ati on of the Copenhagen Decl aration on Social Devel opnent! and the
Programe of Action of the World Summrit for Social Devel opnent,? to be
conducted in the year 2000, will contribute to enhancing, at the
i nternational and national |evels, action for the eradication of poverty in
the worl d,

"Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General on the
observance of the International Year for the Eradication of Poverty and
procl amation of the first United Nati ons Decade for the Eradication of
Poverty® and on the inplenentation of the outcome of the World Summit for
Soci al Devel opnent, 4

"Taking note of the agreed conclusions on coordination of the United
Nati ons systemactivities for poverty eradication, adopted by the Econom c
and Social Council at its substantive session of 1996,° as well as of the

1 Report of the Woirld Summit for Social Devel opnent., Copenhagen

March 1995 (A/ CONF. 166/9), chap. |, resolution 1, annex |

6-12

2 1bid., annex I
3 A/ 51/ 443.
4 A/ 51/ 348.

5> AV51/3 (Part 1), chap. Ill, para. 2.
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outcone of the sessions of relevant functional comm ssions of the Economc
and Social Council in 1996,

"1. Expresses its solidarity with people living in poverty in al
countries and regions that are suffering severe deprivation of basic human
needs, including food, safe drinking water, sanitation facilities, health,
shelter, education, enploynment, credit, income and information

"2. Decides that the theme for the first United Nations Decade for
t he Eradication of Poverty shall be 'Eradicating poverty is an ethical,
social, political and econom c inperative of humankind', and decides to
adopt the logo for the Decade as proposed in the report of the Secretary-
General ; °©

"3. Decides also that within the context of overall action for the
eradi cati on of poverty, special focus should be given to issues that
reflect the multidimensional nature of poverty, such as environnent, food
security, popul ation and nigration, health, shelter, human resources
devel opnent, fresh water, including clean water and sanitation, rura
devel opnent, productive enpl oynent, the situation of vul nerable groups and
social integration and therefore decides that the thenes for 1997 and 1998
shall be 'Poverty and environment' and ' Poverty and food security',
respectively; the thenes for the remaining years of the Decade will be
deci ded every two years comencing, in 1998, at the fifty-third session of
the CGeneral Assenbly;

"4, Decides further that the objective of the first United Nations
Decade for the Eradication of Poverty is to achieve the goal of eradicating
poverty in the world, through decisive national actions and internationa
cooperation in inplenenting fully and effectively all agreenents,
commitments and reconmendations of United Nations major conferences and
summits organi zed since 1990, particularly those related to poverty
eradi cati on;

"5, Stresses that international cooperation and assistance are
essential to supporting the efforts of devel oping countries, particularly
African countries and | east devel oped countries, to neet the goal of
eradi cati ng poverty and stresses at the same tinme, that, at the request of
Governments, the United Nations system shoul d provide technical assistance
in further devel opi ng and sustaining national capacity to gather and
anal yse information and to develop indicators for poverty anal ysis;

"6. Stresses also that the United Nations system shoul d pronote
gender analysis in the integration of gender concerns into the planning and
i npl enentati on of policies, strategies, and progranmes on poverty
eradi cati on;

"7. Stresses further that during the Decade and beyond, people living
in poverty and their organizations should be enmpowered by being fully

5 A/51/443, para. 53 (a) and (b).
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involved in the setting of targets and in the design, inplenmentation,

nmoni tori ng and assessnent of national strategies, activities and progranmes
for poverty eradication and the devel opment of conmunity bases, ensuring
that such progranmes reflect their priorities;

"8. lLnvites donor countries and nultilateral financial institutions
to give high priority to the eradication of poverty in their assistance
budgets and progranmmes, on either a bilateral or multilateral basis, and
also invites the relevant funds, programmes and agencies of the United
Nati ons systemto support devel oping countries, particularly African
countries and | east devel oped countries, in their efforts to achieve the
overal |l goal of eradicating poverty and ensuring basic social services,
through, inter alia, the elaboration and inplenentati on of anti-poverty
pr ogr ames;

"9. Encourages devel oping countries, particularly African countries
and | east devel oped countries, to nobilize donmestic and external resources
for poverty eradication activities and programmes and to facilitate their
full and effective inplenentation

"10. Recogni zes the need to increase the share of funding for social
devel opnent programres conmensurate with the scope and scale of activities
required to achi eve the objectives and goals set out in conmtnment 2 of the
Copenhagen Decl aration on Soci al Devel opnent and chapter 2 of the Programe
of Action of the Wirld Sunmt for Social Devel opnent, relating to the
eradi cati on of poverty;

"11. Reaffirnms, in this context, that devel oped countries should
attain, as soon as possible, the agreed target of 0.7 per cent of their
gross national product for overall official devel opnment assistance and
ensure that, within that target, 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of gross nationa
product is earmarked for the | east devel oped countri es;

"12. Reaffirns also that the international comunity, including
mul tilateral financial institutions, should take further neasures and
initiatives to cancel and/or reduce external debt, as well as to facilitate
t he access of devel oping countries, particularly African countries and
| east devel oped countries, to international nmarkets, in order to enable
themto inplement fully and effectively their national anti-poverty
activities and programes;

"13. Urges the international community to devote part of the resources
made avail able by the inplenmentation of disarmanent and arns |imtation
agreenments to poverty eradication programes in devel opi ng countries,
particularly African countries and | east devel oped countries, with a view
to reduci ng the ever-w deni ng gap between devel oped and devel opi ng
countri es;

"14. Calls upon all States, particularly donor countries, to
contribute substantially to the Trust Fund for the Followup to the Wrld
Sunmmit for Social Devel opnent, which includes in its activities support for
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activities related to the first United Nations Decade for the Eradication
of Poverty;

"15. lnvites the Admnistrator of the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme to extend, as part of the contribution of the Programme to the
Decade, the effort launched in 1996 with the Poverty Strategies Initiative,
in order to strengthen technical and financial assistance in the
el aboration or formulation of direct programes to eradicate poverty in
devel opi ng countries, particularly African countries and | east devel oped
countri es;

"16. Welcones the initiative to convene the non-governnenta
Mcro-Credit Sunmmt in Washington, D.C., from2 to 4 February 1997, and the
support given by the Wrld Bank and the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme thereto, with a view to ensuring that one hundred mllion
famlies, especially the wonen of those famlies, around the world,
particularly in African countries and | east devel oped countries, wll
receive credit for self-enploynment and other financial services by the year
2005 and, in this context, calls upon all Governnents, the United Nations
system and the relevant actors of civil society to participate in the
Sunmit, so as to ensure the successful outconme of the initiative;

"17. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Secretariat entity
entrusted with the task of the systemw de pronotion, inplenentation and
followup of activities and programes of the Decade with adequate human
and financial resources within the regular budget of the United Nations to
enable it to discharge fully and effectively its functions and
responsi bilities;

"18. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure that the reports to
be prepared for the 1997 special session of the General Assenbly for the
pur pose of an overall review and appraisal of the inplenentation of Agenda
21 give due attention to the issue of poverty eradication

"19. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to the CGenera
Assenbly at its fifty-second session on the overall assessnent of the
i npl enentati on of the programe for the observance of the Internationa
Year for the Eradication of Poverty, including the amount of resources
ear mar ked by funds, programres and agencies of the United Nations system
i ncluding the Bretton Whods institutions, and to report on the
i npl enentati on of the present resolution - that report to include a section
on the negative effects of unilateral actions on the situation of people
living in poverty and programes for their well-being, in targeted
devel opi ng countri es;

"20. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session an itementitled "First United Nati ons Decade for the Eradication
of Poverty (1997-2006)"'."

3. At the 37th nmeeting, on 2 Decenber, the Vice-Chairnen of the Committee,
M. Kheireddi ne Ranoul (Al geria), introduced a draft resolution (A/C. 2/51/L.51),
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submtted on the basis of informal consultations held on draft resol ution
A C.2/51/ L. 18.

4. At the sane neeting, the Conmittee adopted draft resolution A/C 2/51/L.51
(see para. 7).

5. After the adoption of the draft resolution, the representative of the
United States of America made a statement (see A/C 2/51/ SR 37).

6. In the light of the adoption of draft resolution A/C 2/51/L.51, draft
resolution A/C 2/51/L.18 was wi thdrawn by its sponsors.

[11. RECOMENDATI ON OF THE SECOND COWM TTEE
7. The Second Comm ttee recomends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the

following draft resolution

First United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 48/ 183 of 21 Decenber 1993, 49/110 of
19 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 107 of 20 Decenber 1995 related to the observance of the
International Year for the Eradication of Poverty and procl amation of the first
United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, and all other rel evant
resolutions relating to international cooperation for the eradication of poverty
i n devel opi ng countries,

Recogni zi ng that the international community, at the highest politica
| evel , has already reached a consensus on and conmmitted itself to the
eradi cati on of poverty through declarations and progranmmes of action of the
United Nations major conferences and sunmts organized since 1990, particularly
the World Summit for Social Devel opnent and the Fourth World Conference on
Wonen,

Expressing serious concern that nore than 1.3 billion people in the world,
a mpjority of whomare wonen, live in absolute poverty, especially in devel opi ng
countries, and that the nunmber of such people continues to increase,

Wel coming the formul ati on of direct programmes of poverty eradication by
some devel opi ng countries at the national |evel,

Havi ng considered the reports of the Secretary-Ceneral on the observance of
the International Year for the Eradication of Poverty and proclamation of the
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first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty’ and on the
i npl erent ati on of the outcome of the World Summit for Social Devel opnent, 8

Recogni zi ng that investnent in human capital and donestic and internationa
pol i cies supportive of econom c and social devel opnent are essentia
prerequisites for the eradication of poverty,

Noting the activities to eradicate poverty carried out by countries and
organi zati ons and bodies of the United Nations system and by organi zati ons,
associ ations, institutions and entities of civil society, within the framework
of the International Year for the Eradication of Poverty, and the coordinated
followup to and inplenentation of the results of the major United Nations
conferences and sumrits organi zed since 1990 in the econom c, social and rel ated
fields,

Noting also the action to be taken within the framework of the first United
Nat i ons Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006),

Recalling its resolution 50/161 of 22 Decenber 1995, in which it decided to
hol d a special session in the year 2000 for an overall review and appraisal of
the inplenentation of the outcone of the Wrld Summt for Social Devel opnent, ®
to consider further actions and initiatives, inter alia, towards the eradication
of poverty in the world,

Taki ng note of the agreed conclusions on coordination of the United Nations
system activities for poverty eradication, adopted by the Econom c and Soci al
Council at its substantive session of 1996,1° as well as of the outcone of the
sessions of relevant functional comm ssions of the Econom c and Social Counci
in 1996,

1. Expresses its solidarity with people living in poverty in al
countries and reaffirnms that the satisfaction of basic human needs is an
essential element of poverty eradication, those needs being closely interrel ated
and conprising nutrition, health, water and sanitation, education, enploynent,
housi ng and participation in cultural and social life;

2. Al so expresses its solidarity with those suffering froma |ack of
control over resources, including |l and, skills, know edge, capital and soci al
connections, and calls for particular actions to provide appropriate socia
services to enabl e vul nerabl e people and people living in poverty to inprove
their lives, to exercise their rights and to participate fully in all social

" Al 51/ 443.
8 A/ 51/ 348.

9 See Report of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent, Copenhagen
6-12 March 1995 (A/ CONF. 166/9).

10 A/51/3 (Part 1), chap. IIIl, para. 2.
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econom c and political activities and to contribute to social and econonic
devel opnent ;

3. Decides that the theme for the first United Nations Decade for the
Eradi cati on of Poverty shall be "Eradicating poverty is an ethical, social,
political and econom c inperative of humanki nd", and deci des to adopt the | ogo
for the Decade as proposed in the report of the Secretary-General ;!

4. Recommends that, within the context of overall action for the
eradi cati on of poverty, special attention should be given to the
mul ti di nensi onal nature of poverty and to the national and internationa
framework conditions and policies that are conducive to its eradication, which
shoul d aimat the social and economc integration of people living in poverty
and the pronotion and protection of all human rights and fundanental freedons
for all, including the right to devel opment;

5. Al so recommends that the causes of poverty be addressed in the context
of sectoral strategies such as those on environment, food security, popul ation
m gration, health, shelter, human resources devel opnent, fresh water, including
cl ean water and sanitation, rural devel opnent and productive enpl oynent, and by
addressing the specific needs of vul nerable groups, all of which should aim at
the social and economic integration of people living in poverty;

6. Deci des that the thenmes for 1997 and 1998 shall be "Poverty,
envi ronnent and devel opnent” and "Poverty, human rights and devel opnent”,
respectively; the thenmes for the remaining years of the Decade will be decided
every two years, comencing in 1998, at the fifty-third session of the Genera
Assenbl y;

7. Al so decides that the objective of the first United Nati ons Decade for
the Eradication of Poverty is to achieve the goal of eradicating absolute
poverty, and reducing overall poverty substantially in the world, through
deci sive national actions and international cooperation in inplenmenting fully
and effectively all agreenents, commtnents and reconmendati ons of United
Nat i ons maj or conferences and summits organi zed since 1990 as they relate to
poverty eradication;

8. Invites all donors to give high priority to the eradication of poverty
in their assistance budgets and programmes, on either a bilateral or
multilateral basis, and also invites the rel evant funds, progranmmes and agencies
of the United Nations systemto support devel oping countries, particularly
African countries and the | east devel oped countries, in their efforts to achieve
the overall goal of eradicating poverty and ensuring basic social services, by
supporting national efforts to formul ate, coordi nate, inplenent, nonitor and
assess integrated poverty strategies, including capacity-building, and by
supporting efforts to enmpower people living in poverty;

9. Stresses that international cooperation and assistance are essentia
to supporting the efforts of devel oping countries, particularly African

11 A/ 51/ 443, paras. 53 (a) and (b).
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countries and the | east devel oped countries, to neet the goal of eradicating
poverty, and stresses at the sane tine that, at the request of Governments, the
United Nations system shoul d provide technical assistance in further devel oping
and sustaining national capacities to gather and analyse information and to
devel op indicators for poverty anal ysis;

10. Calls upon all Governments and the United Nations system in
particul ar the rel evant funds, progranmes and agencies, to pronote an active and
vi sible policy of mainstream ng a gender perspective and to use gender analysis
as a tool for the integration of a gender dinension into the planning and
i npl enentati on of policies, strategies and programes on poverty eradication;

11. Stresses that during the Decade and beyond, people living in poverty
and their organizations should be enpowered by being fully involved in the
setting of targets and in the design, inplenentation, nonitoring and assessnent
of national strategies, activities and programres for poverty eradication and
t he devel opnent of comunity bases, ensuring that such programes reflect their
priorities;

12. Encourages devel oping countries, particularly African countries and
the | east devel oped countries, to nobilize donmestic and external resources for
poverty eradication activities and programmes and to facilitate their full and
ef fective inplenentation

13. Recommends that all CGovernments fornul ate or strengthen integrated
poverty eradication strategies and policies and inplenent national poverty
eradi cation plans or programes, in a participatory manner, to address the
structural causes of poverty, enconpassing action on the local, national,
subregional, regional and international |evels, and stresses that those plans or
programes shoul d establish, within each national context, strategies and
af fordabl e ti me-bound goals and targets for the substantial reduction of overal
poverty and the eradication of absol ute poverty;

14. Recognizes the need to increase the share of funding for social
devel opnent programmes, in particular, basic social programres, comrensurate
with the scope and scale of the activities required to achi eve the objectives
and goals set out in commitnent 2 of the Copenhagen Decl aration on Socia
Devel opnent 2 and chapter 2 of the Programme of Action of the World Summit for
Soci al Devel opnent,*® relating to the eradication of poverty;

15. Reaffirms, in this context, that devel oped countries should, as soon
as possible, strive for the fulfilment of the agreed target of 0.7 per cent of
their gross national product for overall official devel opnent assistance and,
where agreed, within that target, earmark 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of gross
nati onal product for the | east devel oped countries;

12 Report of the Woirld Summit for Social Devel opnent., Copenhagen,
6-12 March 1995 (A/ CONF. 166/9), chap. I, resolution 1, annex |

B |bid., annex |1
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16. Also reaffirms the agreenent on a nmutual conmtnent between interested
devel oped and devel oping country partners to allocate, on average, 20 per cent
of official devel opment assistance and 20 per cent of the national budget,
respectively, to basic social programes, and notes with interest the consensus
reached at Gslo on 25 April 1996 on this matter

17. Welcones the recent initiatives of the Bretton Wods institutions,
i ncluding the Heavily I ndebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative, and the ongoing
process at the international |evel regarding debt relief, as appropriate, for
devel opi ng countries, and calls upon the international conmmunity, including
i nternational financial institutions, to inplement fully and effectively al
initiatives that will contribute to a durable solution of the debt problens of
devel opi ng countries, in particular African countries and the |east devel oped
countries, and thus support their efforts to eradicate poverty;

18. Reaffirms that the international comunity, including nmultilatera
financial institutions, should consider further neasures to facilitate the
access of devel oping countries, particularly African countries and the | east
devel oped countries, to international markets, in order to enable themto
i mpl enent fully and effectively their national anti-poverty activities and
pr ogr ames;

19. Urges the international comunity to reduce, as appropriate, excessive
mlitary expenditures on and investnments in arnms production and acquisition,
consistent with national security requirenents, in order to increase resources
for social and econom c devel opnent, in particular to poverty eradication
programes in devel oping countries, particularly African countries and the |east
devel oped countries;

20. Calls upon all States, particularly donor countries, to contribute
substantially to the Trust Fund for the Followup to the Wrld Summit for Socia
Devel opnent, established under the authority of the Secretary-Ceneral, which
includes inits activities support for activities related to the first United
Nat i ons Decade for the Eradication of Poverty;

21. lnvites the Administrator of the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme
to continue, as a contribution, inter alia, to the Decade, the effort |aunched
in 1996 with the Poverty Strategies Initiative, in order to strengthen
assistance in the el aboration of national plans, programmes and strategies to
eradi cate poverty in devel oping countries, particularly African countries and
t he | east devel oped countries, and calls upon all countries to contribute to the
Initiative;

22. Wl cones the agreed concl usi ons adopted by the Economi ¢ and Soci a
Council at its substantive session of 1996 on the coordi nati on of United Nations
systemactivities for poverty eradication and calls for their full and effective
i npl enent ati on by organi zations of the United Nations system

23. Notes with interest the initiative to convene a micro-credit sumit in
Washi ngton, D.C., from2 to 4 February 1997, to focus on the inportance of
i ncreasing access to mcro-credit and related financial services for
sel f-enpl oynent and i ncome-generating activities for people living in poverty,

/...
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in particular wonmen in devel oping countries, and calls upon all Covernments, the
United Nations system including the Bretton Wods institutions, and the

rel evant actors of civil society to participate actively in the summt so as to
contribute to its successful outcome and to support the devel opnent,

i mpl ement ati on and managenment of mcro-credit programes in devel opi ng

countri es;

24. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to provide the Secretari at
entity entrusted with the task of systemw de pronotion and foll ow up of
activities and programmes of the Decade with adequate human and financia
resources within the regul ar budget of the United Nations to enable it to
di scharge fully and effectively its functions and responsibilities;

25. Al so requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the reports to be
prepared for the 1997 special session of the General Assenbly for the purpose of
an overall review and appraisal of the inplenentation of Agenda 21 give due
attention to the issue of poverty eradication

26. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to the Genera
Assenbly at its fifty-second session on the overall assessnent of the
i npl enentati on of the programme for the observance of the International Year for
t he Eradication of Poverty, taking into account progress being made in the
i npl enentati on of the outcome of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent,
i ncl udi ng recommendati ons for possible actions and initiatives in relation to
t he Decade;

27. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session an itementitled "First United Nati ons Decade for the Eradication of
Poverty (1997-2006)".



