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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. At its 3rd plenary neeting, on 20 Septenber 1996, the Ceneral Assenbly, on
t he recomendati on of the General Committee, decided to include in the agenda of
its fifty-first session the itementitled "I nplenmentation of the Decl aration on
the Ganting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples”. At the sane
neeting, the Assenbly decided to refer to the Special Political and
Decol oni zation Committee (Fourth Committee) those chapters of the report of the
Special Commttee on the Situation with regard to the I nplenentation of the

Decl aration on the Granting of |ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es
relating to specific Territories.

2. The chapters of the Special Commttee's report concerning the Territories
that were not covered by other agenda itens related to the follow ng specific
Territories:

96- 35133 (E) 101296 /...
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Rel evant chapter of the report

Territory of the Special Conmittee?

G braltar )
New Cal edoni a ) A/ 51/ 23 (Part V), chapter [X
West ern Sahar a )

Ameri can Sanpa )
Angui | | a )
Ber muda )
British Virgin Islands )
Caynan | sl ands )
Guam ) A/ 51/23 (Part VI), chapter X
Mont serr at )
Pitcairn )
St. Hel ena )
Tur ks and Cai cos | sl ands )
United States Virgin Islands )

Tokel au ) A/ 51/23 (Part V1), chapter Xl

3. At its 2nd neeting, on 1 Cctober 1996, the Fourth Comittee decided to hold
a general debate covering agenda itens 19, 88, 89, 90 and 12 and 91, on the
under st andi ng that individual proposals on matters covered by those itenms would
be consi dered separately.

4. The Fourth Conmittee considered item19 at its 2nd to 5th, 8th and

20th nmeetings, on 1, 7, 9, 10 and 28 Cctober and 22 Novenber 1996 (see

A/ C 4/ 51/ SR 2-5, 8 and 20). The general debate and the hearing of petitioners
on the itens referred to above, including item 19, took place at the 2nd to 5th
and 8th neetings, on 1, 7, 9, 10 and 28 Cctober.

5. At the 2nd neeting, on 1 Cctober, the Rapporteur of the Special Conmttee
nade a statenent (see A/C 4/51/SR 2), in which he gave an account of the

rel evant activities of the Special Committee during 1996 and drew the attention
of the Fourth Committee to the chapters of the report of the Special Comittee
referred to in paragraph 2 above, containing, inter alia, the related draft
resol utions submtted by the Special Conmttee for the consideration of the
Fourth Commttee, as well as the relevant docunentation of the Special Conmmittee
(A/ AC. 109/ 2041 and Corr.1, 2043, 2044 and Add.1, 2045, 2046, 2047 and Add. 1,
2050- 2053, 2054 and Add.1 and 2055-2059).

6. At the same neeting, the representative of Papua New Guinea, in his
capacity as Acting Chairman of the Special Committee, nade a statement (see
A/ C. 4/ 51/ SR 2).

! To be incorporated in Oficial Records of the General Assenbly,
Fifty-first Session, Supplenment No. 23 (A/51/23).
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7. The Fourth Committee had before it the report of the Secretary-CGeneral on
the question of Western Sahara (A/51/428), subnmitted in accordance w th General
Assenbly resolution 50/36 of 6 Decenber 1995.

8. The Fourth Commttee granted the followi ng requests for hearing in
connection with its consideration of the item

Meeting at which
request for hearing
Petitioner was granted

M. Ronal d Teehan, on behal f of Speaker Don Parki nson,
Twenty-third Guam Legislature (A/C 4/51/3), as well as
on behal f of the Guam Landowners Associ ation

(A C. 4/ 51/ 3/ Add. 2) 3rd
M. Chris Perez Howard, on behal f of Senator Hope

Al varez Christobal (A C 4/51/3/Add. 1) 3rd
M. Yann Cél éné Uregei, Congrés populaire (A C 4/51/4) 3rd
M. Jarat Chopra (A/C 4/51/5) 3rd
M. Dougl as Dryden (A/C. 4/51/5/ Add. 1) 3rd

Ms. Nina May, The Renai ssance Foundati on
(A C. 4/ 51/ 5/ Add. 2) 3rd

M. Boukhari Ahnmed, Frente Popular para |a Liberacién
de Saguia el-Hanra y de Rio de Oro (Frente POLI SARI O

(A C. 4/ 51/ 5/ Add. 3) 3rd
M. Rock Wanytan, Front de l|ibération national e kanak

soci aliste (FLNKS) (A/C 4/51/4/Add. 1) 4t h
M. Mhanmed Bahi (A/ C. 4/51/5/ Add. 4) 4th
M. Bahir Dkill (A/C. 4/51/5/Add.5) 4th
M. Must apha Bouh Bazarani (A/C. 4/51/5/ Add. 6) 4t h
M. El Houci ne Bouida (A/C. 4/51/5/Add. 7) 4th
Ms. Gajnoul a Bent Ebbi (A/C. 4/51/5/Add. 8) 4th

9. The Conm ttee heard petitioners as follows: M. Ronald Teehan, Guam

Landowners Association, as well as on behal f of Speaker Don Parkinson,
Twenty-third Legislature of Guam M. Chris Perez Howard, on behal f of Senator
Hope Al varez Christobal, M. Jarat Chopra, M. Douglas Dryden, M. N na My,

M. Boukhari Ahnmed, at the 3rd neeting, on 7 Cctober (see A/C 4/51/SR 3); at the
sane neeting, due to inability of M. Yann Cél éné Uregei, Congrés populaire, to

l...



A/ 51/ 588
Engl i sh
Page 4

read out his statenent before the Conmittee, copies of his statement were made
avail able to the nenbers of the Committee; M. Rock Wanytan, FLNKS, at the

4th nmeeting, on 9 Cctober (see A/C 4/51/SR 4); and M. Mboustapha Bouh Bazarani,
Ms. Gaj noul a Bent Ebbi, M. E Houcine Bouida, M. Bahir Dkill and

M. Mhaned Bahi, at the 5th meeting, on 10 Cctober (see A/C 4/51/ SR 5).

10. Wth the Conmittee's consent, the Honourable Peter Caruana, Chief Mnister
of Gbraltar, made a statenent at the 3rd neeting, on 7 Cctober (see
A/ C. 4/ 51/ SR 3).

11. At the sane neeting, the representative of Morocco nade a statenent in
connection with the hearing of petitioners on the question of Wstern Sahara
(see A/C. 4/51/ SR 3).

12. At the 5th nmeeting, on 10 october, the representative of Al geria nade a
statenent on the question of Wstern Sahara (see A/C 4/51/SR 5).

1. CONSI DERATI ON OF PROPCSALS

13. Following its consideration of the proposals relating to the 15 Territories
referred to in paragraph 2, the Fourth Conmittee adopted three draft resolutions
(para. 26), and two draft decisions (para. 27). An account of the Commttee's
consi deration of the proposals is given in paragraphs 15 to 25.

14. At the 8th meeting, on 28 Cctober, the Secretary of the Commttee nmade a
statenent, in accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General
Assenbly, concerning the programme budget inplications relating to the proposals
on Western Sahara, New Cal edoni a, Tokel au, Anerican Sanpa, Anguilla, Bernuda,
the British Virgin Islands, the Caynman |slands, Guam Montserrat, Pitcairn,

St. Helena, the Turks and Caicos Islands and the United States Virgin |slands
(see A/C. 4/51/ SR 8).

A. Western Sahara

15. At the 8th neeting, on 28 COctober, the representative of the United
Republi ¢ of Tanzania, on behalf of Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahanmas
Bar bados, Belize, Bolivia, Colonbia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, the Denpcratic
Peopl e's Republic of Korea, Dom nica, the Dom nican Republic, Ethiopia, Fiji,
Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Kenya, lLesotho, Malaw , the Marshall
Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, the Federated States of M cronesia, Mzanbi que,
Nani bia, Nicaragua, the Niger, N geria,? Palau, Panama, Papua New QUi nea,
Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint lLucia, Saint Vincent and the G enadines,
Sanpa, Seychelles, Solonon Islands, South Africa, Surinanme, Uganda, the United
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam Zanbia and

21n aletter dated 20 Novenber to the Chairman of the Special Political
and Decol oni zation Conmittee (Fourth Commttee), the Chargé d affaires a.i. of
the Permanent M ssion of Nigeria to the United Nations stated that Nigeria was
not in a position to be a sponsor of draft resolution A/C. 4/51/L. 4.
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Zi nbabwe, joined by Botswana, Ecuador, Haiti, Paraguay, Sierra Leone and
Trinidad and Tobago, introduced a draft resolution (A/C 4/51/L.4) and orally

revised it as foll ows:

(a) The eighth preanbul ar paragraph, which had read:

"Reaffirm ng the responsibility of the United Nations towards the
peopl e of Western Sahara, as provided for in the settlenent plan”,

was replaced by:

"Recalling with satisfaction the entry into force of the ceasefire in
Western Sahara on 6 September 1991, in accordance with the proposal of the
Secretary-CGeneral, and stressing the inportance it attaches to the
mai nt enance of the ceasefire as an integral part of the settlenment plan”;

(b) Operative paragraphs 7 and 8, which had read:

"7. Declares its conviction of the inmportance and useful ness of
direct contacts between the two parties with a viewto overcomng their
di fferences and creating propitious conditions for a speedy and effective
i npl enentati on of the settlenent plan;

"8. Encourages in this regard the Kingdom of Mrocco and the Frente
Popul ar para | a Liberaci 6n de Saguia el-Hantra y de Rio de Oro to start, as
soon as possible, direct talks for the relaunching of the peace process in
West ern Sahara",

were nerged and revised to read:

"7. Declares its conviction of the inportance and useful ness of
direct contacts between the two parties with a viewto overcomng their
di fferences and creating propitious conditions for a speedy and effective
i npl enentati on of the settlenent plan, and encourages in this regard the
Ki ngdom of Mbrocco and the Frente Popul ar para | a Liberaci 6n de Saguia el -
Hanra y de Rio de Oro to start direct tal ks as soon as possible",

and the remaini ng paragraphs were renunbered accordi ngly.

16. At the sanme neeting, the Commttee adopted draft resolution A/C 4/51/L. 4,
as orally revised, without a vote (see para. 26, draft resolution 1).3

3 The representative of Angola made a statenent in explanation of position
(see A/C. 4/51/ SR 8).
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B. New Cal edoni a

17. At its 8th meeting, on 28 Cctober, the Committee adopted, w thout
objection, the draft resolution concerning New Cal edoni a contained in docunent
A/ 51/ 23 (Part V), chapter IX, paragraph 32 (see para. 26, draft resolution Il).*

C. Tokelau

18. At its 8th meeting, on 28 Cctober, the Committee adopted, w thout
objection, the draft resolution on the question of Tokel au contained in docunent
A/ 51/23 (Part VII), chapter XI, paragraph 11 (see para. 26, draft

resolution I11).

D. Gbraltar

19. At its 8th meeting, on 28 Cctober, the Fourth Committee adopted, without
objection, the draft decision concerning G braltar contained in docunent
A/ C. 4/51/L.5 (see para. 27, draft decision I).

E. Anerican Sanpa, Anquilla, Bernmuda, British Virgin Islands,
Cayman Islands, Guam Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Hel ena,
Tokel au, Turks and Caicos Islands and United States Virgin
| sl ands

20. The Commttee had before it a draft resolution proposed by the Special
Conmittee on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration
on the Granting of |Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in
docunent A/ 51/23 (Part V1), chapter X, paragraph 17, which read as foll ows:

"Questions of Anmerican Sanmpa, Anguilla, Bernuda, the British
Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, Guam Mntserrat,
Pitcairn, St. Helena, Tokelau, the Turks and Cai cos |sl ands

and the United States Virgin |slands

"A

" GENERAL

"The General Assenbly,

"Having considered the questions of American Sanpa, Anguilla, Bernuda,
the British Virgin Islands, the Caynman |slands, Guam Montserrat, Pitcairn,
St. Hel ena, Tokel au, the Turks and Caicos Islands and the United States
Virgin Islands, hereinafter '"the Territories',

4 The representative of France made a statenent in explanation of position
(see A/C. 4/51/ SR 8).
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"Havi ng exam ned the relevant chapter of the report of the Special
Conmittee on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the
Decl arati on on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and
Peopl es, ®

"Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960, containing
the Decl aration on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and
Peopl es, and all resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating
to those Territories, including, in particular, the resolutions adopted by
the General Assenbly at its fiftieth session on the individual Territories
covered by the present resol ution

"Recogni zing that the specific characteristics and the sentinents of
the peoples of the Territories require flexible, practical and innovative
approaches to the options of self-determ nation, w thout any prejudice to
territorial size, geographical |ocation, size of population or natura
resour ces,

"Recalling its resolution 1541 (XV) of 15 Decenber 1960, containi ng
the principles that should gui de Menber States in determ ning whether or
not an obligation exists to transmt the information called for under
Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations,

"Expressing its concern that even three and a half decades after the
adoption of the Declaration there still remains a nunber of
Non- Sel f - Governing Territories,

"Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy inplenmentation of
the Declaration in respect of the Territories, in view of the target set by
the United Nations to eradicate colonialismby the year 2000,

"Recogni zing that in the decol oni zati on process there is no
alternative to the principle of self-determ nation as enunci ated by the
Ceneral Assenbly in its resolutions 1514 (XV), 1541 (XV) and ot her
resol utions,

"Noting with appreciation the continuing exenplary cooperation of New
Zeal and, as an administering Power, in the work of the Special Conmittee,
and wel com ng the recent constitutional devel opnents in Tokel au

"Wl coming the stated position of the Governnent of the United Kingdom
of Geat Britain and Northern Ireland that it continues to take seriously
its obligations under the Charter to devel op sel f-government in the
dependent Territories and, in cooperation with the locally el ected
Governnents, to ensure that their constitutional franmeworks continue to
nmeet the wi shes of the people, and the enphasis that it is ultimtely for
the peoples of the Territories to decide their future status,

5 AV51/23 (Part VI), chap. X
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"Noting the stated position of the Governnent of the United States of
America that it supports fully the principles of decol onization and takes
seriously its obligations under the Charter to pronote to the utnost the
wel | -being of the inhabitants of the Territories under United States
admi ni stration,

"Aware of the special circunmstances of the geographical |ocation and
econom ¢ conditions of each Territory, and bearing in mnd the necessity of
promoting econom ¢ stability and diversifying and strengthening further the
econom es of the respective Territories as a matter of priority,

"Conscious of the particular vulnerability of the small Territories to
natural disasters and environnental degradation

"Aware of the usefulness both to the Territories and to the
Special Conmmittee of the participation of appointed and el ected
representatives of the Territories in the work of the Specia
Commi tt ee,

"Convi nced that the wi shes and aspirations of the peoples of the
Territories should continue to guide the devel opnent of their future
political status and that referenduns, free and fair elections, and other
forns of popular consultation play an inmportant role in ascertaining the
wi shes and aspirations of the people,

"Convi nced that any negotiations to determ ne the status of a
Territory must not take place without an active invol venment and
participation of the people of that Territory,

"Recogni zing that all avail able options for self-determ nation are
valid as long as they are in accordance with the freely expressed w shes of
t he peopl es concerned and in conformty with the clearly defined principles
contained in resolutions 1514 (XV), 1541 (XV) and other Ceneral Assenbly
resol utions,

"Mndful that United Nations visiting m ssions provide an effective
means of ascertaining the situation in the Territories, and considering
that the possibility of sending further visiting mssions to the
Territories at an appropriate tine and in consultation with the
adm ni stering Powers shoul d be kept under review,

"M ndful also that the holding of the seminars in the Caribbean and
Pacific regions alternately and at United Nations Headquarters or any other
venue, as appropriate, provides an effective neans for the Specia
Committee to discharge its mandate and pronote the goals of the
I nternational Decade for the Eradication of Colonialismby the year 2000,

"Mndful further that some Territories have not had any United Nations
visiting mssion for a long period of tine,

"Noting with appreciation the contribution to the devel opnent of sone
Territories by specialized agenci es and ot her organizations of the United

/...
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Nati ons system in particular the United Nations Devel opment Programme, and
regional institutions such as the Cari bbean Devel opnent Bank

"1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special Conmittee on
the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peoples relating to
Ameri can Sanpa, Anguilla, Bernuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman
I sl ands, Guam Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, Tokelau, the Turks and
Cai cos Islands and the United States Virgin |Islands, hereinafter 'the
Territories';?®

"2. Reaffirns the inalienable right of the peoples of the Territories
to self-determination, including, if they so w sh, independence, in
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and CGeneral Assenbly
resol ution 1514 (XV), containing the Declaration on the G anting of
I ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es;

"3. Reaffirns also that it is ultimately for the peoples of the
Territories thenmselves to determne freely their future political status in
accordance with the rel evant provisions of the Charter, the Declaration and
the rel evant resolutions of the General Assenbly, and in that connection
calls upon the adm nistering Powers, in cooperation with the territoria
Governnents, to facilitate progranmmes of political education in the
Territories in order to foster an awareness anong the people of the
legitimate political status options open to themin the exercise of their
right to self-determ nation

"4. Requests the adm nistering Powers, having ascertained the views
of the peoples of the Territories, regularly to report to the
Secretary-General on the wi shes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status

"5, Stresses the need to seek further ways and nmeans to enhance the
Special Committee's understanding of the conditions and w shes of the
peopl es of the Territories;

"6. Requests the adm nistering Powers and the representatives of the
peopl es of the Territories to assist the Special Committee by inviting the
United Nations visiting mssions at appropriate tinmes to nonitor the status
of the Territories;

"7. Reaffirns the responsibility of the adm nistering Powers under
the Charter to pronote the econom ¢ and social devel opnment and to preserve
the cultural identity of the Territories, and recommends that priority
continue to be given, in consultation with the territorial Governnents
concerned, to the strengthening and diversification of their respective
econoni es;

"8. Requests the administering Powers in consultation with the
peopl es of the Territories to take all necessary nmeasures to protect and
conserve the environment of the Territories under their admnistration
agai nst any environnmental degradation, and requests the specialized
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agenci es concerned to continue to nmonitor environnental conditions in those
Territories;

"9, Calls upon the administering Powers, in cooperation with the
respective territorial Governments, to continue to take all necessary
measures to counter problens related to drug trafficking, noney |aundering
and ot her of fences;

"10. Stresses that the achi evenent of the declared goal of eradication
of colonialismby the year 2000 requires the full and constructive
cooperation of all parties concerned, in particular the adm nistering
Power s;

"11. Urges Menber States to contribute to the efforts of the United
Nations to usher in the twenty-first century in a world free of
colonialism and calls upon themto continue to give their full support to
the Special Conmttee in its endeavours towards that nobl e goal

"12. lnvites the specialized agencies and ot her organi zations of the
United Nations systemto initiate or to continue to take all necessary
measures to accelerate progress in the social and economic life of the
Territories;

"13. Requests the Special Conmttee to continue the exam nation of the
guestion of the small Territories in order to assist the peoples of the
Territories to exercise their right to self-determ nation, and to report
thereon to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session

"B
"1 NDI VI DUAL TERRI TORI ES

"lI. Anmerican Sanpa

"The General Assenbly,

"Referring to resolution A above,

"Noting the report by the adm nistering Power that nost Anerican
Sanmpan | eaders express satisfaction with the island' s present relationship
with the United States of Anmerica

"Noting the non-participation of representatives of the people of
American Sanpa in the |l ast two regi onal sem nars,

"Noting also that the Governnent of the Territory continues to have
significant financial, budgetary and internal control problens and that the
Territory's deficit and financial condition are conpounded by the high
demand for governnent services fromthe rapidly growi ng popul ation, a
limted economc and tax base, and recent natural disasters,
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"Noting further that the Territory, simlar to isolated comunities
with limted funds, continues to experience |ack of adequate nedica
facilities and other infrastructural requirements, especially the provision
of safe drinking water to all villages in American Sanoa,

"Aware of the efforts of the Governnent of the Territory to contro
and reduce expenditures, while continuing its programe of expandi ng and
di versifying the | ocal econony,

"1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of
the people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to
keep the Secretary-Ceneral informed of the wi shes and aspirations of the
peopl e regarding their future political status;

"2. Calls upon the adm nistering Power to continue to assist the
territorial Government in the econom c and social devel opment of the
Territory, including nmeasures to rebuild financial nanagenent capabilities
and strengt heni ng ot her governmental functions of the Governnent of the
Territory.

"I'l. Anguilla

"The General Assenbly,

"Referring to resolution A above,

"Noting the non-receipt of up-to-date information on the Territory
fromthe adm nistering Power and that a last visiting mssion took place in
1984,

"Noting also that information considered by the Special Committee on
the Situation with Regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es was made
avai | abl e from publ i shed sources,

"Conscious of the conmtnrent of both the Government of Anguilla and
the adm nistering Power to a new and cl oser policy of dial ogue and
partnership through the Country Policy Plan for 1993-1997,

"Aware of the efforts of the Governnent of Anguilla to continue to
develop the Territory as a viable offshore centre and well -regul at ed
financial centre for investors, by enacting nodern conpany and trust | aws,
as well as partnership and insurance |egislation, and conputerizing the
conpany registry system

"Noting the need for continued cooperation between the adm nistering

Power and the territorial Government in tackling the problenms of drug
traf ficking and noney | aunderi ng,

"1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of
the people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to

/...
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keep the Secretary-CGeneral informed of the wi shes and aspirations of the
peopl e regarding their future political status;

"2. Calls upon the admi nistering Power and all countries,
organi zations and United Nations agencies to continue to assist the
Territory in social and econom c devel opnent.

"1'1l. Bernuda

"The General Assenbly,

"Referring to resolution A above,

"Noting the results of the independence referendum held on
16 August 1995,

"Conscious of the different viewpoints of the political parties of the
Territory on the future status of the Territory,

"Noting the neasures taken by the CGovernnment to conbat raci smand the
plan to set up a Commi ssion for Unity and Racial Equality,

"Noting with concern the report in the Royal Gazette of
23 Novenber 1995 that approximately 19 per cent of Bernuda's househol ds
live in a state of poverty and continue to receive sone form of assistance
fromthe Governnent,

"Noting also the report of the intended closure of the foreign
mlitary bases and installations in the Territory,

"Taking into consideration the statement made in Cctober 1995 by the
Fi nance M nister on the transfer of those | ands for devel opment projects,

"1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of
the people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to
keep the Secretary-Ceneral informed of the wi shes and aspirations of the
peopl e regarding their future political status;

"2. Calls upon the adm nistering Power to continue its progranmes of
soci 0- econom ¢ devel opnent of the Territory;

"3. A so requests the administering Power to el aborate, in
consultation with the territorial CGovernnment, programmes of devel opnent
specifically intended to alleviate the econom c, social and environnenta
consequences of the closure of certain military bases and installations in
the Territory.
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"I'V. British Virgin |slands

"The General Assenbly,

"Referring to resolution A above,

"Noting the conpletion of the constitutional reviewin the Territory
and the comng into force of the amended Constitution, and noting al so the
results of the general elections held on 20 February 1995,

"Noting also the results of the constitutional review of 1993-1994,
which made it clear that a prerequisite to i ndependence must be a
constitutionally expressed wish by the people as a result of a referendum

"Taking note of the statenent nmade in 1995 by the Chief Mnister of
the British Virgin Islands that the Territory was ready for constitutiona
and political advancement towards full internal self-governnent and that
t he adm ni stering Power shoul d assist through the gradual transfer of power
to elected territorial representatives,

"Noting that the Territory is enmerging as one of the world' s |eading
of fshore financial centres,

"Noting also the need for continued cooperation between the
adm ni stering Power and the territorial Governnent in countering drug
traf ficking and noney | aunderi ng,

"1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of
the people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to
keep the Secretary-CGeneral informed of the wi shes and aspirations of the
peopl e regarding their future political status;

"2. A so requests the adm nistering Power, specialized agencies and
ot her organizations of the United Nations systemand all financia
institutions to continue to provide assistance to the Territory for
soci o- econom ¢ devel opnent and devel opnent of hunan resources, bearing in
mnd the vulnerability of the Territory to external factors.

"V. Cayman |sl| ands

"The General Assenbly,

"Referring to resolution A above,

"Noting the non-receipt of up-to-date information on the Territory
fromthe adm nistering Power and that a last visiting mssion took place in
1977,

"Noting also that information considered by the Special Committee on
the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the
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Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es was made
avai | abl e from publ i shed sources,

"Noting the constitutional review of 1992-1993, according to which the
popul ati on expressed the sentinment that the existing relations with the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irel and shoul d be maintained
and that the current status of the Territory should not be altered,

"Aware that the Territory has one of the highest per capita inconmes in
the region, a stable political climate, and virtually no unenpl oynment,

"Noting also the actions taken by the territorial CGovernment to
i npl enent its localization programme to pronote increased participation of
the | ocal population in the decision-making process in the Cayman I sl ands,

"Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory to drug
trafficking and related activities,

"Noting further the nmeasures taken by the authorities to deal with
t hose probl ens,

"Noting that the Territory has enmerged as one of the world' s |eading
of fshore financial centres,

"1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of
the people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to
keep the Secretary-Ceneral informed of the wi shes and aspirations of the
peopl e regarding their future political status;

"2. A so requests the admi nistering Power, the specialized agencies
and ot her organizations of the United Nations systemto continue to provide
the territorial Governnent with all required expertise to enable it to
achieve its socio-econom c ai Ims;

"3. Calls upon the adm nistering Power and the territorial Government
to continue to cooperate to counter problens related to noney | aundering,
snmuggl ing of funds and other related crinmes, as well as drug trafficking;

"4. Requests the administering Power, in consultation with the
territorial Government, to continue to facilitate the expansion of the
current programe of securing enploynent for the |ocal population, in
particul ar at the decision-making | evel

"VI. Quam

"The General Assenbly,

"Referring to resolution A above,

"Recalling that, in a referendum held in 1987, the people of Guam
endorsed a draft Guam Commpbnweal th Act that would establish a new franmework

/...
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for relations between the Territory and the adm ni stering Power, providing
for increased neasure of internal self-governnent for Guam and recognition
of the right of the people of Guamto self-determnation for the Territory,

"Recalling also the requests by el ected representatives and
non- gover nnent al organi zations of the Territory that Guam not be renoved
fromthe list of the Non-Sel f-Governing Territories with which the Special
Conmittee is concerned pending the exercise of self-determ nation by the
Chanorro peopl e,

"Aware of the continued negotiations between the adm ni stering Power
and the territorial Government on the draft Guam Commonweal th Act and on
the future status of the Territory, with particul ar enphasis on the
guestion of the evolution of the relationship between the United States of
Anerica and Guam

"Cogni zant that the adm nistering Power continues to inplement its
programe of transferring surplus federal land to the CGovernnent of Guam

"Noting that the people of the Territory have called for reformin the
programe of the adm nistering Power with respect to the thorough
uncondi ti onal and expeditious transfer of land property to the people of
GQuam

"Conscious that inmmgration into Guam has resulted in the indi genous
Chanorros becoming a minority in their honel and,

"Aware of the potential for diversifying and devel opi ng the econony of
Guam t hrough conmerci al fishing and agriculture and other viable
activities,

"Taking note of the proposed closing and realigning of four United
States Navy installations on Guam and the request for the establishnment of
atransition period to devel op sone of the closed facilities as comrerci al
enterpri ses,

"Recalling the dispatch in 1979 of a United Nations visiting mssion
to the Territory and noting the recommendati on of the 1996 Pacific Regiona
Semi nar® for sending a visiting mission to Guam

"1. Calls upon the adm nistering Power to facilitate the exercise of
self-determ nati on by the Chanorro people of Guamfor the Territory, as
endorsed by the people of Guamin the draft Guam Comonweal th Act, and to
keep the Secretary-Ceneral informed of the progress to that end;

"2. Requests the administering Power to continue to assist the
elected territorial Government in achieving its political, econom c and
soci al goal s;

& A/ AC. 109/ 2058.
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"3. A so requests the admi nistering Power, in cooperation with the
territorial Government, to continue the transfer of land to the people of
the Territory and to take the necessary steps to safeguard their property
rights;

"4, Further requests the adm nistering Power to continue to recognize
and respect the political rights and the cultural and ethnic identity of
the Chanmorro people and to take all necessary neasures to respond to the
concerns of the territorial Government with regard to the immgration
i ssue;

"5. Requests the adm nistering Power to inplenent progranmes
specifically intended to promote the sustainabl e devel opnent of econom c
activities and enterprises by the Chanorro peopl e;

"6. Al so requests the administering Power to continue to support
appropriate neasures by the territorial CGovernnent aimed at pronoting
growm h in comrercial fishing and agriculture and other viable activities.

"VI 1. Mont ser r at

"The General Assenbly,

"Referring to resolution A above,

"Noting the non-receipt of up-to-date information on the Territory
fromthe adm nistering Power and that a last visiting mssion took place in
1982,

"Noting also that information considered by the Special Committee on
the Situation with regard to the I nplenentation of the Ganting of
I ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es was nmade avail able from
publ i shed sources,

"Noting the functioning of a denbcratic process in Mntserrat,

"Taking note of the reported statement of the Chief Mnister that his
preference was for independence within a political union with the
Organi zati on of Eastern Caribbean States and that self-reliance was nore of
a priority than i ndependence,

"Noting with concern the dire consequences of a vol canic eruption
which led to the evacuation of a third of the Territory's population to
safe areas of the island,

"Noting also the efforts of the adm nistering Power and the Governnent
of the Territory to neet the energency situation caused by the vol canic
eruption, including the inplementation of a wi de range of contingency
measures for both private and public sectors in Mntserrat,
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"Noting further the coordi nated response neasures taken by the United
Nat i ons Devel opnent Progranme and the assistance of the United Nations
di sast er managenent team

"Noting with deep concern that a substantial nunber of the inhabitants
of the Territory continue to live in shelters because of vol canic activity,

"1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of
the people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to
keep the Secretary-CGeneral informed of the wi shes and aspirations of the
peopl e regarding their future political status;

"2. Calls upon the adm nistering Power, the specialized agencies and
ot her organizations of the United Nations system as well as regional and
ot her organizations to provide urgent energency assistance to the Territory
in alleviating the consequences of the vol canic eruption

"VIIl. Pitcairn

"The General Assenbly,

"Referring to resolution A above,

"Taking into account the unique nature of Pitcairn in terns of
popul ati on and ar ea,

"Expressing its satisfaction with the conti nued econom c and socia
advancenent of the Territory, as well as with the inprovenent of its
conmmuni cations with the outside world and its managenent plan to address
conservati on issues,

"1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of
the people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to
keep the Secretary-CGeneral informed of the wi shes and aspirations of the
peopl e regarding their future political status;

"2. A so requests the administering Power to continue its assistance
for the inprovement of the econom c, social, educational and other
conditions of the population of the Territory.

"I X. St. Helena

"The General Assenbly,

"Referring to resolution A above,

"Taking into account the unique character of the Territory, its
popul ation and its natural resources,
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"Aware of the request by the Legislative Council of St. Hel ena that
t he adm ni stering Power conduct a constitutional reviewin the Territory,

"Noting the statenent of 1995 by the administering Power that the
Governor of the island would be ready to enter into debate on a
constitutional review of St. Hel ena,

"Aware of the establishnment by the Governnent of the Territory of the
Devel opnent Agency in 1995 to encourage private sector comercia
devel opnent on the island,

"Also aware of the efforts of the adm nistering Power and the
territorial authorities to inprove the soci o-economnmic conditions of the
popul ation of St. Helena, in particular in the sphere of food production,

"1. Requests the adm nistering Power to conduct the constitutiona
reviewin the Territory, taking into account the wi shes of its popul ation;

"2. A so requests the administering Power, bearing in mnd the views
of the people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to
keep the Secretary-Ceneral informed of the wi shes and aspirations of the
peopl e regarding their future political status;

"3. FRurther requests the adm nistering Power and rel evant regiona
and international organizations to continue to support the efforts of the
territorial Government to address the socio-econoni c devel opment of the
Territory.

"X. Turks and Caicos |sl ands

"The General Assenbly,

"Referring to resolution A above,

"Noting the recent petition by the political |eaders of the Territory
addressed to the administering Power to recall the Governor and the
deci sion by the adm nistering Power to reject that petition

"Noting with interest the statenent nmade and the information on the
political and econom c situation in the Turks and Cai cos |slands provided
by the Deputy Chief Mnister of the Territory to the Pacific Regi ona
Sem nar held at Port Moresby in June 1996,

"Taking note of the request by the Deputy Chief Mnister of the
Territory addressed to the Special Committee to visit the Territory and
ascertain the wi shes of the people of the Turks and Caicos Islands with
regard to preparing thenselves for self-governnent,

"Noting also the establishnent in Novenber 1995 of the Action
Committee for Political |ndependence, forned by promnent political figures
fromdifferent parties, and its stated goal of educating the popul ati on on

/...
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t he di sadvant ages of the present colonial status and the benefits of
i ndependence,

"Noting further the efforts by the Governnent of the Territory to
strengt hen financial managenent in the public sector, including efforts to
i ncrease revenue,

"Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory to drug
trafficking and related activities, as well as its problens caused by
illegal immgration,

"Noting the need for continued cooperation between the adm nistering
Power and the territorial Government in countering drug trafficking and
noney | aunderi ng,

"1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of
the people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to
keep the Secretary-CGeneral informed of the wi shes and aspirations of the
peopl e regarding their future political status;

"2. lnvites the administering Power to take fully into account the
wi shes and interests of the Governnent and the people of the Turks and
Cai cos Islands in the governance of the Territory;

"3. Calls upon the adm nistering Power and the rel evant regional and
i nternational organizations to continue to provide assistance for the
i nprovenent of the economc, social, educational and other conditions of
t he popul ation of the Territory;

"4, Calls upon the adm nistering Power and the territorial Government

to continue to cooperate to counter problens related to noney | aundering,
snmuggl ing of funds and other related crines, as well as drug trafficking.

"XlI. United States Virgin |slands

"The General Assenbly,

"Referring to resolution A above,
"Noting that general elections were held in Novenber 1994,

"Noting also that 27.5 per cent of the electorate participated in the
referendumon the political status of the Territory on 11 Cctober 1993, and
that 80.4 per cent of those who voted supported the existing territoria
status arrangenents with the United States of Anmerica, and that the
referendum | eft the status issue undecided,

"Noting further the continuing interest of the territorial Government
i n seeking associ ate nenbership in the O ganizati on of Eastern Cari bbean
States and observer status in the Caribbean Conmunity,
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"Noting the necessity of further diversifying the Territory's econony,

"Noting also that the question of Water Island is still under
di scussi on between the Government of the Territory and the adm nistering
Power ,

"Noting further the efforts of the Government of the Territory to
pronmote the Territory as an offshore financial services centre,

"Noting with satisfaction that the Territory joined the Internationa
Drug Enforcenment Conference as a full nmenber in 1995, which would
strengthen its capability to conbat illegal drug trafficking,

"Recalling the dispatch in 1977 of a United Nations visiting mssion
to the Territory,

"1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of
the people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to
keep the Secretary-Ceneral informed of the wi shes and aspirations of the
peopl e regarding their future political status;

"2. A so requests the administering Power to continue to assist the
territorial Government in achieving its political, econom ¢ and socia
goal s;

"3. Further requests the adm nistering Power to facilitate the
participation of the Territory, as appropriate, in various organizations,
in particular the O ganization of Eastern Cari bbean States and the
Cari bbean Conmunity;

"4. Wl cones the negotiations between the adm nistering Power and the
territorial Government on the question of Water Island.”

21. At the 20th neeting, on 22 Novenber, the Chairman made a statenent in which
he drew attention to the anendnents proposed by the United Kingdom of G eat
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America (A/C 4/51/L.11) to
the draft resolution contained in docunent A/51/23 (Part VI), chapter X

par agraph 17, consisting of the foll ow ng:

Draft resolution A - Ceneral

(a) In the third preanbul ar paragraph, the phrase "and all resolutions and
decisions of the United Nations relating to those Territories, including,” would
be del et ed;

(b) The seventh preanbul ar paragraph woul d be del et ed;

(c) In the eleventh preanbul ar paragraph the word "Noting" woul d be
repl aced by "Wl com ng";

(d) The nineteenth preanbul ar paragraph woul d be del et ed;
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(e) In operative paragraph 1 the word "Approves"” woul d be repl aced by
"Takes note of";

(f) 1In operative paragraph 3 the phrase "of the legitimte politica
status options open to themin the exercise of their right to
self-determ nation;" would be replaced by the phrase "of their right to
self-determination in conformty with legitimte political status options,
i ncludi ng those defined in resolution 1541 (XV)";

(g) Operative paragraph 4 would be replaced by the foll owi ng:

"4. Requests the administering Powers to report to the
Secretary-General on the wi shes and aspirations of the people of the
Territories regarding their political status as expressed in any
ref erenduns and other forms of popular consultation, including free and
fair elections conducted by the Governnents of the Territories;

"4 bis. Requests the administering Powers to report to the Secretary-
Ceneral the results of any informed and denocratic processes conducted by
the Governments of the Territories which indicate the clear and freely
expressed wi sh of the people to change the existing status of the
Territory";

(h) Operative paragraph 5 woul d be del et ed;
(i) Operative paragraph 6 would be replaced by the foll ow ng:

"6. Reaffirnms that visiting United Nations mssions to the
Territories at an appropriate tine and in consultation with the
adm ni stering Power are one effective neans of ascertaining the situation
inthe Territories, and requests the adm nistering Powers to keep the
possibility of such m ssions under review';
(j) Operative paragraph 10 woul d be del et ed;
(k) Operative paragraph 13 woul d be replaced by the foll ow ng:

"13. Requests the Special Conmittee to report to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session on all relevant information received pursuant

to the present resolution.”

Draft resolution B.Il - Anguilla

The second preanbul ar paragraph woul d be del et ed;

Draft resolution B.Ill - Bernuda

The fifth preanbul ar paragraph woul d be del et ed;

Draft resolution B.V - Cayman | sl ands

The second preanbul ar paragraph woul d be del et ed;
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Draft resolution B.VI - Guam

(a) In the second preanbul ar paragraph the words "increased nmeasure of"
woul d be del et ed;

(b) In the third preanbul ar paragraph the words "pendi ng the exercise of
self-determ nati on by the Chanorro people” would be replaced by the words
"pendi ng the expression of the will of the Chanorro people”;

(c) In operative paragraph 1 the phrase "facilitate the exercise of
self-determ nation by the Chanorro people of Guamfor the Territory, as endorsed
by the people of Guamin the draft Guam Conmonweal th Act" woul d be repl aced by
the phrase "receive an expression of the will of the Chanorro people";

(d) In operative paragraph 3 the word "orderly" would be inserted before
the word "transfer”;

(e) In operative paragraph 4 the words "people of Guam includi ng" woul d
be inserted before the words "the Chanorro peopl e";

(f) In operative paragraph 5 the words "inpl ement progranmmes" woul d be
repl aced by the words "cooperate in establishing programes", and the words
"enterprises by the Chanorro people" would be replaced by the words "enterprises
by the people of Guam including the Chanorro people”;

Draft resolution B.IX - St. Hel ena

Qperative paragraph | would be replaced by the foll ow ng:

"1l. Notes that the adm nistering Power has noted various statenents
made by nmenbers of the Legislative Council about the Constitution and is
prepared to discuss these further with the people of St. Hel ena, and
further notes that the Commonweal th Parlianentary Association recently sent
a del egation to study the Constitution and its application with the
Legi sl ative Council".

22. At the sane neeting, the representative of the United Ki ngdom proposed t hat
the General Assenbly decide to defer consideration of the questions of Anerican
Sanpa, Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman |slands, Guam
Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, Turks and Caicos |Islands and United States
Virgin Islands until March 1997 (see A/ C. 4/51/ SR 20).

23. Statenents in connection with the draft decision proposed by the United

Ki ngdom were made by Sierra Leone, the United States, Papua New CQuinea (in his
capacity as Acting Chairman of the Special Conmittee), Chile, the Russian
Federation, Col onbia, Cuba, the Islam c Republic of Iran, Venezuela, Romani a
(al so on behal f of the Republic of Ml dova), the Syrian Arab Republic, Ireland
(on behal f of the European Union), China, |ndonesia, India, Norway and Paki stan
(see A/ C. 4/51/ SR 20).

24, At the sane neeting, in accordance with rule 116 of the rules of procedure
of the General Assenbly, statenments were nade by the representatives of Sierra

l...
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Leone and the United States in favour of the notion and by the representatives
of Cuba and Chi na agai nst the notion (see A/ C 4/51/ SR 20).

25. At the sane neeting, the Fourth Committee adopted the draft decision orally
proposed by the United Kingdomby a recorded vote of 52 to 46, with 22
abstentions (see para. 27, draft decision Il).” The voting was as foll ows:

In favour: Andorra, Arnenia, Australia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium
Bul gari a, Canada, Chile, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Dennark,
Ecuador, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Cernany, G eece,
Hungary, lceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Latvia,
Li echtenstein, Lithuania, Luxenbourg, M cronesia (Federated
States of), Mrocco, Netherlands, Norway, Paraguay, Peru,
Pol and, Portugal, Republic of Ml dova, Romania, Russian
Federation, Sierra Leone, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Turkey,
Ukrai ne, United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Irel and,
United States of Anmerica, Venezuel a.

Agai nst ; Al geria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Bangl adesh, Barbados,
Bel i ze, Botswana, Brunei Darussal am Burkina Faso, Cape Verde,
China, Colonbia, Cdte d'lvoire, Cuba, Denocratic People's
Republic of Korea, Gnhana, G enada, GQuyana, Haiti, India,

I ndonesia, Iran (lslam c Republic of), Janaica, Lao People's
Denocratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Mal aysi a, Mbzanbi que, N geria, Pakistan, Papua New QUi nea,

Phi |'i ppi nes, Saint Lucia, Sanpa, Singapore, South Africa,
Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Trinidad and
Tobago, United Republic of Tanzania, Viet Nam Zanbi a,

Zi mbabwe.

Abstaining: Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bolivia, Brazil, Burundi, Canbodi a,
Costa Rica, Egypt, El Salvador, Fiji, Guatemala, Jordan,
Kazakstan, Malta, Marshall |slands, Mexico, New Zeal and,
Ni caragua, Panama, Republic of Korea, Tunisia, U uguay.

[11. RECOMVENDATI ONS OF THE SPECI AL POLI TI CAL AND
DECCLONI ZATI ON COW TTEE ( FOURTH COWM TTEE)

26. The Special Political and Decol onization Conmittee (Fourth Committee)
reconmends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the foll owi ng draft
resol utions:

" Statenents in explanation of vote were nade by Trinidad and Tobago, Fiji,
Uruguay, Argentina, Cuba and Papua New Cui nea (see A/ C 4/51/ SR 20).
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DRAFT RESCLUTI ON

Question of Wstern Sahara

The CGeneral Assenbly,

Havi ng considered in depth the question of Wstern Sahara,

Reaffirm ng the inalienable right of all peoples to self-determnation and
i ndependence, in accordance with the principles set forth in the Charter of the
United Nations and in General Assenbly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960,
contai ning the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries
and Peopl es,

Recalling its resolution 50/36 of 6 Decenber 1995,

Recalling also the agreenent in principle given on 30 August 1988 by the
Ki ngdom of Mdrocco and the Frente Popul ar para | a Liberaci 6n de Saguia el -Hanra
y de Rio de Oro to the proposals of the Secretary-General of the United Nation
and the current Chairman of the Assenbly of Heads of State and CGovernment of the
Organi zation of African Unity in the context of their joint mssion of good
of fices,

Recal ling al so Security Council resolutions 658 (1990) of 27 June 1990 and
690 (1991) of 29 April 1991, by which the Council approved the settlenment plan
for Western Sahara,

Recalling further all the Security Council resolutions relating to the
qguestion of Western Sahara, in particular resolutions 621 (1988) of
20 Septenmber 1988, 725 (1991) of 31 Decenber 1991, 809 (1993) of 2 March 1993,
907 (1994) of 29 March 1994, 973 (1995) of 13 January 1995, 995 (1995) of
26 May 1995, 1002 (1995) of 30 June 1995, 1017 (1995) of 22 Septenber 1995,
1033 (1995) of 19 Decenber 1995 and 1042 (1996) of 31 January 1996, as well as
all General Assenbly resolutions relating to the question of Western Sahar a,

Recalling with satisfaction the entry into force of the ceasefire in
Western Sahara on 6 September 1991, in accordance with the proposal of the
Secretary-CGeneral, and stressing the inportance it attaches to the mai ntenance
of the ceasefire as an integral part of the settlenment plan,

Reaffirm ng the responsibility of the United Nations towards the people of
Western Sahara, as provided for in the settlenent plan

Taking note of Security Council resolution 1056 (1996) of 29 May 1996, by
whi ch the Council decided to suspend the identification process and to reduce
the mlitary component of the United Nations Mssion for the Referendumin
Western Sahara owing to the absence of progress in the inplenmentation of the
settl enent plan,

Seriously concerned about the risks that this inpasse has on the
i npl enent ati on process of the settlenent plan for the holding of a free, fair
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and inpartial referendumfor self-deternination of the people of Wstern Sahara
and on the peace and stability of the region,

Stressing the inportance and useful ness of the resunption of direct talks
bet ween t he Ki ngdom of Morocco and the Frente Popul ar para |a Liberaci 6n de
Saguia el-Hantra y de Rio de Oro in order to create an atnosphere of nutua
confidence necessary for overconming the obstacles for the inplementation of the
settl enent plan,

Havi ng exani ned the rel evant chapter of the report of the Special Commttee
on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es, 8

Havi ng al so exami ned the report of the Secretary-Ceneral,?®

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral

2. Reiterates its support for further efforts of the Secretary-Cenera
for the organization and supervision by the United Nations, in cooperation wth
the Organization of African Unity, of a referendumfor self-determ nation of the
peopl e of Western Sahara, in conformty with Security Council resolutions
658 (1990) and 690 (1991), by which the Council adopted the settlement plan for
West ern Sahar a;

3. Reaffirns that the goal on which all were agreed consists of the
holding of a free, fair and inpartial referendumfor the people of Western
Sahara, organi zed and conducted by the United Nations in cooperation with the
Organi zation of African Unity and without any mlitary or adm nistrative
constraints, in conformty with the settlenment plan

4. Expresses its serious concern about the persistence of obstacles to
the inplenentati on of the settlenent plan;

5. Takes note of Security Council resolution 1056 (1996), by which the
Counci| decided to suspend the identification process and to reduce the mlitary
conmponent of the United Nations M ssion for the Referendumin Wstern Sahara
owi ng to the absence of progress in the inplenentation of the settlenment plan;

6. Reaffirnms the responsibility of the United Nations towards the people
of Western Sahara, as provided for in the settlenment plan, and in this regard
fully subscribes to the comm tnent of the Security Council and the Secretary-
Ceneral concerning the fulfilment of their respective nandates, consisting of
the holding of a free, fair and inpartial referendumfor self-determnation of
t he peopl e of Western Sahar a;

7. Declares its conviction of the inportance and useful ness of direct
contacts between the two parties with a viewto overcom ng their differences and

8 A/51/23 (Part V), chap. IX

° A/ 51/ 428.
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creating propitious conditions for a speedy and effective inplementation of the
settl enent plan and encourages in this regard the Kingdom of Mrocco and the
Frente Popul ar para |a Liberaci 6n de Saguia el-Hantra y de Rio de Oro to start
direct tal ks as soon as possi bl e;

8. Requests the Special Conmittee on the Situation with regard to the
| mpl enentati on of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Col onia
Countries and Peoples to continue to consider the situation in Wstern Sahar a,
bearing in mnd the ongoi ng referendum process, and to report thereon to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session

9. Invites the Secretary-General to submt to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-second session a report on the inplenmentation of the present resolution

DRAFT RESCLUTI ON | |

Question of New Cal edoni a

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng consi dered the questi on of New Cal edoni a,

Havi ng exani ned the chapter of the report of the Special Committee on the
Situation with regard to the Inplenmentation of the Declaration on the Granting
of I ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peoples relating to New Cal edoni a, *°

Reaffirm ng the right of peoples to self-determnation as enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960 and 1541 (XV) of
15 Decenber 1960,

Noting the inportance of the positive nmeasures being pursued in New
Cal edonia by the French authorities, in cooperation with all sectors of the
popul ation, to pronote political, econom c and social devel opnment in the
Territory, including nmeasures in the area of environmental protection and action
with respect to drug abuse and trafficking, in order to provide a framework for
its peaceful progress to self-determ nation

Noting also, in this context, the inportance of equitable econom c and
soci al devel opnent, as well as continued di al ogue anong the parties involved in
New Cal edonia in the preparation of the act of self-determ nation of New
Cal edoni a,

Wl com ng the strengthening of the process of review of the Matignon
Accords!! through the increased frequency of coordination neetings,

10 A/51/23 (Part V), chap. IX

11 See A/ AC. 109/1000, paras. 9-14.
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Noting with satisfaction the intensification of contacts between New
Cal edoni a and nei ghbouring countries of the South Pacific region,

1. Urges all the parties involved, in the interest of all the people of
New Cal edoni a and buil ding on the positive outcome of the md-termreview of the
Mati gnon Accords, to maintain their dialogue in a spirit of harnony;

2. Invites all the parties involved to continue pronoting a framework for
t he peaceful progress of the Territory towards an act of self-determ nation in
whi ch all options are open and whi ch woul d safeguard the rights of all New
Cal edoni ans according to the letter and the spirit of the Matignon Accords,
whi ch are based on the principle that it is for the popul ati ons of New Cal edoni a
to choose how to control their destiny;

3. Wl cones neasures that have been taken to strengthen and diversify the
New Cal edoni an econony in all fields, and encourages further such nmeasures in
accordance with the spirit of the Matignon Accords;

4. Al so wel comes the inportance attached by the parties to the Mtignon
Accords to greater progress in housing, enploynment, training, education and
health care in New Cal edoni a;

5. Acknowl edges the contribution of the Melanesian Cultural Centre to the
protection of the indigenous culture of New Cal edoni a;

6. Notes the positive initiatives ainmed at protecting New Cal edoni a's
natural environment, notably the "Zonéco" operation designed to map and eval uate
mari ne resources within the econom c zone of New Cal edoni a;

7. Al so _acknow edges the close |inks between New Cal edonia and the
peopl es of the South Pacific and the positive actions being taken by the French
and provincial authorities to facilitate the further devel opnent of those |inks,
i ncludi ng the devel opnent of closer relations with the nenber countries of the
Sout h Pacific Forum

8. Wl cones, in particular, in this regard, continuing high-level visits
to New Cal edoni a by del egations fromcountries of the Pacific region and high-
| evel visits by del egations from New Cal edonia to nenber countries of the South
Paci fic Forum

9. Requests the Special Conmittee on the Situation with regard to the
| mpl enentati on of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Col oni al
Countries and Peoples to continue the exam nation of this question at its next
session and to report thereon to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second
sessi on.
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DRAFT RESCLUTION |11

Question of Tokel au

The CGeneral Assenbly,

Havi ng consi dered the question of Tokel au,

Havi ng exani ned the rel evant chapter of the report of the Special Commttee
on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peoples relating to the
question of Tokel au, *?

Recal ling the sol emm declaration on the future status of Tokel au delivered
by the U u-o-Tokel au (the highest authority on Tokelau) on 30 July 1994, that an
act of self-determ nation in Tokelau is now under active consideration, together
with the constitution of a self-governing Tokel au, and that the present
preference of Tokelau is for a status of free association with New Zeal and,

Recal ling al so the enphasis placed in the sol erm decl aration on the terns
of Tokelau's intended free association relationship with New Zeal and, incl uding
t he expectation that the formof hel p Tokel au could continue to expect from New
Zeal and in pronoting the well-being of its people, besides its externa
interests, would be clearly established in the framework of that relationship,

Noting with appreciation the continuing exenplary cooperation of New
Zeal and as the administering Power with the Special Conmittee relating to
Tokelau and its readiness to permt access by United Nations visiting mssions
to the Territory,

Recalling the dispatch in 1994 of a United Nations visiting mssion to
Tokel au,

Noting that, as a small island Territory, Tokelau exenplifies the situation
of nost remai ni ng Non-Sel f-CGoverning Territories,

Noting also that, as a case study pointing to successful decol onization
Tokel au has wi der significance for the United Nations as it seeks to conplete
its work in decol onization,

1. Not es that Tokelau remains firmy conmtted to the devel opnent of
sel f-governnent and to an act of self-determi nation that would result in Tokel au
assum ng a status in accordance with the options on future status for
Non- Sel f - Governing Territories contained in Principle VI of the annex to Cenera
Assenbly resolution 1541 (XV) of 15 Decenber 1960;

2. Al so notes Tokelau's desire to nove at its own pace towards an act of
sel f-determ nati on

2 AN51/23 (Part V1), chap. Xl
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3. Commends Tokel au for seeking on the basis of wide consultation with
its people a formof national governnent that reflects its unique traditions and
environnent, and for charting its own constitutional course;

4. Acknowl edges the col | aborati on between New Zeal and and Tokel au
regardi ng the Tokel au Anendnment Act 1996, which provi des Tokel au's nationa
government with a |l egislative power, supplenenting the executive power del egated
in 1994;

5. Al so acknow edges Tokel au's need for reassurance, given that |oca
resources cannot adequately cover the material side of self-determnation, and
t he ongoing responsibility of Tokelau's external partners to assist Tokelau in
bal ancing its desire to be self-reliant to the greatest extent possible with its
need for external assistance;

6. Wl cones the assurances of the CGovernnent of New Zeal and that it wll
nmeet its obligations to the United Nations with respect to Tokel au and abi de by
the freely expressed wi shes of the people of Tokelau with regard to their future
st at us;

7. Invites the adm ni stering Power and United Nations agencies to
continue their assistance to the social and econom c devel opnent of Tokel au.

* * *

27. The Special Political and Decol onization Conmmittee (Fourth Commttee) also
recommends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the follow ng draft
deci si ons:

DRAFT DECI SI ON |

Question of Gbraltar

The General Assenbly, recalling its decision 50/415 of 6 Decenber 1995 and
recalling at the same time that the statenment agreed to by the Governments of
Spain and the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Ireland at Brussels
on 27 Novenber 1984%% stipulates, inter alia, the follow ng:

"The establishment of a negotiating process ained at overcom ng al
the differences between them over G braltar and at pronoting cooperation on
a mutual ly beneficial basis on economc, cultural, touristic, aviation,
mlitary and environmental matters. Both sides accept that the issues of
sovereignty will be discussed in that process. The British Government wll
fully maintain its commtment to honour the w shes of the people of
G braltar as set out in the preanble of the 1969 Constitution",

takes note of the fact that, as part of this process, the Mnisters for Foreign
Affairs of Spain and of the United Ki ngdomof Great Britain and Northern Irel and

13 A/ 39/ 732, annex.
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hol d annual neetings alternately in each capital, the nost recent of which took
pl ace in London on 20 Decenber 1994, and urges both Governnents to continue
their negotiations with the object of reaching a definitive solution to the
problemof Gbraltar in the light of relevant resolutions of the General
Assenbly and in the spirit of the Charter of the United Nations.

DRAFT DECI SI ON ||

Questions of Anerican Sanmpa, Anguilla, Bernmuda, British

Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, Guam Mntserrat,

Pitcairn, St. Helena, the Turks and Caicos |sl|lands and
the United States Virgin |Islands

The General Assenbly decides to defer consideration of the questions of
Ameri can Sanpa, Anguilla, Bernuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman
I sl ands, Guam Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, the Turks and Cai cos Islands
and the United States Virgin Islands until March 1997.



