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LETTER DATED 12 DECEMBER 1996 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF UGANDA TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF
THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to transmit to you herewith, for the information of the
nenbers of the Security Council, a communi qué dated 9 Decenber 1996 fromthe
Government of the Republic of Uganda concerning all egations by Zaire against
Uganda. | would be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter
and its annex issued as a docurment of the Security Council

(Signed) Matia M SEMAKULA Kl WANUKA
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Communi qué

The Government of the Republic of Uganda wi shes to refer to docunent
S/ 1996/ 994 dated 2 Decenber 1996, which was forwarded to the Security Council by
the Permanent M ssion of Zaire to the United Nati ons on 2 Decenber 1996

The Government of the Republic of Uganda categorically refutes the basel ess
al l egations by Zaire and wi shes to bring to the attention of the Security
Counci | the foll ow ng.

Contrary to Zaire's allegations that the Governnment of Uganda had affirmed
t hat Ugandan troops would renmain in Zaire territory, the Uganda Peopl e's Defence
Forces (UPDF) at no tinme crossed the border and entered into Zairian territory.
I nstead, on 13 Novenber 1996, Uganda was invaded by forces originating from
inside Zaire territory. Those forces occupi ed Ugandan towns of Bwera, Karanbi
and Mpondwe for four days. During their occupation, they |ooted property and
killed many innocent Ugandans. UPDF responded and repul sed the invading forces
whi ch were given hot pursuit forcing themto retreat into Zaire territory.

On 19 Novenber 1996, the Ugandan border town of Mondwe was shel | ed by
forces fromthe Zairian border town of Kasindi. During the shelling sone arned
groups frominside Zaire attenpted to re-enter Uganda's territory. UPDF again
responded by destroying positions that the invading forces were using for
l aunching their attacks against Uganda territory. Furthernore, Uganda
categorically rejects Zaire's clainms that UPDF participated in the fighting in
the Zaire town of Beni and other towns inside eastern Zaire.

It is inmportant to note in this regard that the conflict in eastern Zaire
is aresult of a nunmber of events.

After the 1994 genocide in Rnanda, the defeated Rwandan soldiers and the
I nt erahamwe canped al ong the Zaire-Rnmanda border (two miles inside Zairian
territory) with all the mlitary hardware they carried from Rnanda.

Pursuant to the resolutions passed by the summt neetings at Cairo and
Tunis on the Great Lakes region on 28 and 29 Novenber 1996 and 16 to 18 March
1996, respectively, attended by the follow ng countries: Rwanda, the United
Republic of Tanzania, Zaire and Uganda, President Mbutu undertook to disarm
t hese groups and to nove them away fromthe comon border to places acceptabl e
under international |aw and United Nations conventions. For two years, Zaire
conti nued harbouring arned el enents who regul arly made cross-border attacks
agai nst Rwanda, causing perpetual threat to international peace and security in
t he region.

In 1981, the Zairian Parlianment enacted a | aw that di senfranchi sed part of
its citizens (Banyamul enge), who have been living in Zaire for over 200 years.
This law resulted in discord anong the Banyamul enge. The situation was
aggravat ed by the decision taken by the Governor of Kivu Province to expel the
Banyamul enge from Zaire.
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The internal Zairian dissident groups took advantage of the fluid situation
in eastern Zaire and took up arns. Another factor arising out of the fluid
situation in Zaire is how that country has become a base for dissident groups
bent on destabilizing their neighbours.

An exanple of that is the time Ugandan di ssidents have been living in
Zaire, with the full know edge of the Zairian authorities. These have taken
advant age of the prevailing situation and attacked Uganda from Zairi an
territory. UPDF assuned its constitutional responsibility of defendi ng Uganda
and flushed the eneny out of Ugandan territory. Zaire should rmuster the courage
and acknow edge the fact that the problemw thin eastern Zaire is a result of
its own oppressive policies against a section of its citizenry.

Uganda remains comritted to working closely with other countries in the
region and the rest of the international comunity to seek peaceful solution to
the problens in the region. It is in that regard that Uganda offered to
headquarter the nultinational force established by the Security Council inits
resol ution 1080 (1996) of 15 Novenber 1996 to create favourable and safe
conditions to facilitate the delivery of international humanitarian assistance
to those in need in eastern Zaire.

Let it be understood, however, that Uganda reserves the right to defend its

sovereignty and territorial integrity in the event of any form of externa
aggression, consistent with the Charter of the United Nations.



