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Burundi: revised draft resol ution

The CGeneral Assenbly,

Acting in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations, in particular Chapters VI, VIl and | X

Recalling its resolutions 48/ 118 of 20 Decenber 1993, which highlights the
necessity of nobilizing assistance to refugees, returnees and di spl aced persons
in Africa, and 50/159 of 22 Decenber 1995,

Bearing in mind Security Council resolution 1072 (1996), in which the
Counci| expresses its strong support for the efforts of regional |eaders, the
Organi zation of African Unity and the facilitator to assist Burundi in
overcom ng the crisis peacefully and encourages themto continue to facilitate
the search for a political solution

Taki ng note of Decree No. 100/023 of 12 Septenber 1996, which was
transmtted to the Heads of State of the Great Lakes region, the President of
the Security Council, the Secretary-General and the facilitator, and by virtue
of which the President of Burundi re-established the National Assenbly and
lifted the ban on political parties,!?

Taking note also of the conm tnent by the Burundi an Governnent to negotiate
with all groups, including the armed factions, as the President of Burund
announced in his letters of 28 and 30 Cctober 1996 to the Heads of State of the
Great Lakes region, the President of the Security Council, the Secretary-CGenera
and the facilitator,

1 5/ 1996/ 750, annex, para. 7 (a) and (b).
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Taking note of the letter dated 31 October 1996 addressed to the President
of the Security Council by the Secretary of State for Cooperation of Burundi,?
by which the Burundi an Governnent recalled that it had net all the conditions
i nposed on Burundi by its nei ghbouring countries and by Security Counci
resol uti on 1072 (1996),

Referring to the report of the International Conm ssion of Inquiry for
Burundi on the assassination of President Ml chior Ndadaye and the genoci de
perpetrated against the Tutsi ethnic group and nany Hutus bel onging to the
opposition,?

Respondi ng to the request nade by the Governnent of Burundi in its letter
of 23 Cctober 1996 to the Secretary-General* that an international crimna
tribunal be established to try the nurderers of President Ml chi or Ndadaye and
the perpetrators of the genocide of tens of thousands of innocent Tutsi and Hutu
citizens,

Havi ng taken note of the report of the Special Rapporteur of the Conm ssion
on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in Burundi,?®

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-General to the Security
Council on the situation in Burundi,®

Wl com ng the proposal made by the Burundian Government in its letter of
28 August 1996 to the Secretary-CGeneral and to the United Nations Hi gh
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights calling for an increase in the nunber of hunman
rights observers and the dispatching of fact-finding mssions to investigate the
al  egations of human rights violations made by representatives of certain
humani tari an organi zations, in particular, Amesty |nternational

Commendi ng t he Government of Burundi for appointing the Special Comm ssion
to prepare the national debate,

Wl com ng the proposal by the Burundi an Governnent to organi ze and hold an
i nternational conference on the conflicts in the Great Lakes region

Noting with very deep concern that the total econom c bl ockade i nposed
agai nst Burundi seriously penalizes the nost vul nerable social groups,
particularly the hundreds of thousands of displaced persons, the tens of
t housands of returnees, the sick, wonen, children and the elderly,

2 5/ 1996/ 898, annex |
3 S/ 1996/ 682.

4 8§/ 1996/ 910.

5 A/ 51/ 459, annex.
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Convi nced that the econom c bl ockade inposed against Burundi is in fact
havi ng definite counter-productive effects that are likely to have an adverse
i npact on the peace negotiations and may even bring themto a standstill,

Fully determined to prevent relations between the States of the Geat Lakes
region fromdeteriorating, and especially to avert the risk of w despread
conflict or a dangerous conflagration that would seriously jeopardi ze peace and
security in this part of Africa,

1. Strongly encourages all the parties to the conflict, the Governnent,
political parties, rebel factions inside and outside the country and civi
soci ety to engage in unconditional negotiations with a viewto reaching a
conprehensive political settlenent;

2. Demands that all the parties in Burundi strictly renounce all violence
agai nst civilian popul ations;

3. Vigorously condemns the nurderers of the three staff nenbers of the
International Conmttee of the Red Cross in June 1996 and Archbi shop
Joachi m Ruhuna de Gtega in Septenber 1996 and demands that investigations be
conducted to identify the perpetrators of these heinous crines and bring themto
justice;

4. Insists in particular on the paranount obligation of the arned rebels
to refrain fromany attack on the safety of humanitarian organizations and their
operations, and the correspondi ng obligation of the Burundi an Governnent to
provide them w th nmaxi mum protection

5. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to hold direct consultations with al
the States of the Great Lakes region, including Burundi, the Secretary-Cenera
of the Organization of African Unity and the facilitator with a viewto
identifying the causes that are bl ocking, delaying or slow ng down the | aunching
of the peace negoti ati ons;

6. Acknowl edges the significance of the request by the CGovernnent of
Burundi for the establishment of an international crimnal tribunal to try the
nmur derers of President Melchior Ndadaye and the crimnals who organi zed and
perpetrated the genocide of tens of thousands of Tutsi and Hutu citizens on
account of their ethnic group or political affiliation

7. Reiterates its vigorous condemnation of all those who, inside or
out side the country, massacre innocent popul ations, preach or practise
i deol ogi es of violence or exterm nation, senselessly violate human rights and
seriously underm ne national peace and security;

8. Makes an inpassi oned appeal to the United Nations systemand to
i ntergovernmental and non-governmental humanitarian organizations to join in

provi di ng assistance to those segnents of the popul ati on nost gravely affected
by the enbargo and whose al ready gri meconomc, material and health conditions
are being greatly exacerbated by the total blockade inposed agai nst Burundi,
nanel y, displaced persons, returnees, the sick, wonen, children and the el derly;
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9. Reiterates its urgent appeal to the States Menmbers of the United
Nati ons, the financial and economc institutions of the United Nations system
i ntergovernmental and non-governmental humanitarian organi zati ons and t he
i nternational community as a whole to inplenent the Plan of Action adopted by
t he Regi onal Conference on Assistance to Refugees, Returnees and D spl aced
Persons in the G eat Lakes Region, held in Bujunbura in February 1995

10. Solemmly draws the attention of the Security Council, pursuant to
Article 11, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations, to the grow ng
threat to peace and security in the Geat Lakes region posed by the bl ockade
agai nst Bur undi

11. Expresses its deep concern at these econom c sanctions, which are
strangling a menber of the United Nations that has already been classified as a
| east devel oped country, has been shaken by a three-year-long crisis and is
| andl ocked and over popul at ed;

12. Expresses its deep synpathy at the tremendous sacrifices inposed on
t he i nnocent popul ati on by the econom c enbar go;

13. Declares itself resolved to offset the risk of a veritable inplosion
within the country and a general explosion in the G eat Lakes region as a result
of the tensions building in certain countries and generated by the politica
envi ronnent;

14. Recogni zes that the econom c bl ockade may be exploited by the rebe
canps, which reject negotiations while banking on the coll apse of nationa
institutions and the national econony;

15. FEirmy upholds the validity of the principles cited in conparable
situations by certain Governments which i nposed the enbargo agai nst Burundi
nanely, that the inposition on a State of an econonic, comercial or financial
bl ockade al so has adverse consequences for the sovereignty and interests of
other countries and that the inposition of one State's jurisdiction on another
State is contrary to the principles of international |aw,

16. Fully approves the position adopted by the heads of State and
Government of the countries nenbers of the United Nations Standi ng Advi sory
Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa at the summt nmeeting held in
Brazzaville on 2 and 3 Decenber 1996, inviting the States parties to the Arusha
Accords to |ift the enbargo which has a greater effect on the Burundi an peopl e,
especially the nost vul nerabl e social classes;”’

17. Conpletely endorses the position adopted by the heads of State,
Government and del egations at the sunmmt neeting held in Quagadougou on
6 Decenmber 1996, urging the countries of the Great Lakes region to take
appropriate neasures with regard to the enbargo in order to alleviate the
suffering of the peoples of Burundi

7§/ 1996/ 1006, annex, para. 19.
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18. Urgently requests the countries that inposed the econom c bl ockade
against Burundi to lift it and to give priority to finding a peaceful politica
settlenent to the Burundian conflict that is fully in keeping with the rel evant
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, and especially with Article 1,
paragraph 2; Article 2, paragraph 7; Article 33, paragraph 1; Articles 41 and 52
and Article 53, paragraph 1;

19. Recommends to the Secretary-CGeneral and to the United Nations Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner for Human Rights that the nunber of human rights observers in
Burundi be increased and that, pursuant to the repeated requests made by that
country, the massacres alleged by Amesty International to have taken pl ace
since the current regine took power be investigated;

20. Wl cones the re-establishment of the National Assenbly and the resumed
functioning of political parties, as well as the often declared readi ness of the
Burundi an Government to negotiate with the rebel groups, including the arned
factions, provided that they agree to do so and are so invited by the
facilitator;

21. Commends the appoi ntrrent of the Special Conm ssion charged with
preparing the national debate and strongly urges the Burundi an Governnent to
speed up the preparations to that end and to include in this historic neeting
all political groups inside and outside the country and representatives of civi
soci ety;

22. Confirms the necessity of convening as soon as possible an
i nternational conference on the G eat Lakes region focusing on peace, security,
stability, devel opment and elimnation of the causes of the chronic
soci o-political conflicts in this part of Africa and entrusts to the Secretary-
Ceneral of the United Nations, in cooperation with the Secretary-General of the
Organi zation of African Unity and with the active and effective participation of
all the countries of the region, the task of ensuring that this project is
realized;

23. Expresses its sincere gratitude to the Secretary-General of the United
Nati ons, the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner for Refugees, the European Union
the United States of Anerica and South Africa for the concern for Burundi that
t hey have displayed directly through their representatives during this difficult
time;

24, Once again solemmly appeals to the community of States, the United
Nat i ons system and i ntergovernnmental and non-governnental humanitarian
organi zations to redouble their commitnent and take further initiatives to
nmobi | i ze the political, diplomatic, human, econom c, financial and material
resources needed to end the Burundian crisis definitively and, thereby, to bring
these collective efforts to fruition in a genuine national reconciliation of the
Bur undi an peopl e;

25. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the General Assenbly at
its fifty-second session;

26. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "The situation in Burundi”



