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Concl udi ng oservations of the Human R ghts Conmittee

DENVARK
1. The Commi ttee considered the third periodic report of Denmark
(CCPR/ C/ 64/ Add. 11) at its 1533rd and 1534th neetings, held on 22 Cctober 1996
and adopted ! the follow ng conments:

A | nt roduction

2. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for its
el aborate and conprehensi ve report, which has eventually been prepared in
accordance with the Commttee's guidelines, and for engagi ng through a
del egation with first-hand know edge of the different subjects under

di scussion, in an extremely constructive dialogue with the Commttee.

3. It notes with satisfaction that the informati on submtted in the report
and that provided by the delegation in reply to both witten and oral
questions, enabled the Committee to obtain a thorough view of Denmark's actual
conpliance with the obligati ons undertaken under the Internati onal Covenant on
Gvil and Political R ghts and the inprovenents inplenented since the

consi deration of the second periodic report. The Conmttee regrets, however,
that the third periodic report, which was due in 1990, was considerably

del ayed in its subni ssion.

1At its 1556th neeting (fifty-eighth session) held on 6 Novenber 1996.

GE. 96-19020 (E)



CCPR/ CJ 79/ Add. 68
page 2

B. Positive aspects

4. The Committee notes, with appreciation, the high | evel of achievenment in
the respect for human rights in Denmark. Among the positive devel oprnents that
have been realized since the consideration of the second periodic report

in 1987, the Conmttee notes the ratification of the Second oti onal Protoco
to the Covenant on the abolition of the death penalty, the revision of various
| egislative texts, the increased jurisdiction recently granted to the
Orbudsnman and the establishnent at a national |evel of a nunber of human
rights institutions - nanely the Danish Centre for Human R ghts, the Equal
Status Council and the Racial Equality Board - with a view to reinforcing
protection of civil and political rights and to pronoting greater public

awar eness of the provisions of the Covenant and the Optional Protocols.

5. The publication by the Mnistry of Justice of a new periodical on EU | aw
and human rights with a view to ensure a wi der know edge of the interpretation
and application of human rights provisions of international treaties in the
Dani sh courts is wel coned. The organization, on a standing basis, of hunan
rights training courses for nenbers of the police and other |aw enforcenent
officials is also a positive devel oprent.

6. The Committee notes with satisfaction the measures adopted by the Dani sh
Covernnent in order to ensure that ethnic and linguistic mnorities enjoy the
rights set forth in the Covenant w thout discrimnation.

7. The Comm ttee conmmends the introduction of a new systemto investigate
conpl aints against the police and the increased funding for its operation. It
| ooks forward to receiving the results of the new jurisdiction

8. The Comm ttee takes note of the declaration by the delegation to the
effect that the text of the Covenant would be shortly translated into
G eenl andi c.

9. The Comm ttee conmends the | egal and admi nistrative neasures taken to
pronot e equal enjoynment of wonen's rights.

C Factors and difficulties inpeding the application of the Covenant

10. The Commttee finds that there are no particular factors or difficulties
whi ch may i npede the effective inplenentation of the Covenant's provisions by
t he Ki ngdom of Denmark, except for the continued naintenance of Denmark's
reservations to certain provisions of the Covenant.

D. Principal subjects of concern

11. The Committee is concerned at the fact that the Covenant, unlike the

Eur opean Conventi on on Human R ghts and Fundanental Freedons, has not yet been
given the status of domestic |egislation, considering in particular that the
Covenant guarantees a nunber of human rights which are not protected under the
Eur opean Convention and that pernissible restrictions are | ess broadly based.
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12. The Commttee notes that the reservations entered by Denmark
upon ratification of the Covenant with respect to a nunber of provisions
have an adverse effect on the full inplenmentation of the Covenant.

Consi deration ought to be given to the w thdrawal of some, or all
of these reservations.

13. The Committee further notes that the requirenents referred to in
article 9, paragraph 3, of the Covenant, are not fully net.

14, The Comm ttee al so expresses its concern with the nethods of crowd
control enpl oyed by the police forces, including the use of dogs, against
participants in various denonstrations or gatherings which, on certain
occasions, have resulted in the serious injuries to persons in the crowds,
i ncl udi ng byst anders.

15. The Commttee is concerned at the long delay in resolving the dispute
arising fromthe claimfor conpensation by the nenbers of the indigenous
mnority of Geenland in respect of their displacenment fromtheir |ands and
loss of traditional hunting rights on account of the construction of the
mlitary base at Thule. It is also concerned that the people of Geenland are
not able to enjoy fully certain Covenant rights and freedons, including those
provided for in article 12.

16. The Commttee regrets the paucity of information about the Covenant and
its inplenmentation in the Faroe Islands.

E. Suggest i ons and recommendat i ons

17. The Comm ttee recomrends that the State party take appropriate neasures
to ensure the direct application of the provisions of the Covenant into
donestic | aw

18. The Commttee al so recommends that the Governnent review the continuing
need for any reservation, with a view to withdraw ng them

19. The Comm ttee suggests that further considerati on and amendnents

be nade to the regulations, |ast reviewed in 1992, concerning residence and
ot her conditions for reunification of famlies both of alien inmmgrants and
refugees so as nore fully to give effect to articles 23 and 24 of the
Covenant .

20. The Comm ttee further recommends that consideration be given to the
revision of the existing regulations concerning the length of the pre-tria
detention and that of solitary confinenment in accordance with the Commttee's
CGeneral Comment No. 8 (16) and its jurisprudence.

21. The Comm ttee urges the Government of the State party to further the
training of the police forces in nethods of crowd control and of handling

of fenders, including those suffering fromnental disorder; and to keep these

i ssues constantly under review The Commttee reconmends that the authorities
reconsi der the use of dogs in crowd control
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22. The Comm ttee enphasi zes that further neasures should be taken to
ensure that the provisions of the Covenant are nore widely di ssem nated,
particul arly among the | egal profession and nenbers of the judiciary.

23. The Commttee strongly reconmends that the reporting obligations
of the State party under article 40 of the Covenant be strictly observed
and that the fourth periodic report be submtted within the tinme-limt
to be determned by the Committee.



