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OF GHANA TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF
THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

I have the honour to refer to the Security Council's current consideration
of candidates for the position of Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Upon instructions fromny Government, | have great pleasure in nom nating
for the consideration of the Council a distinguished citizen of nmy country, and
a comitted international civil servant, M. Kofi Annan

M. Annan, currently Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeepi ng Operations,
is already well known to menbers of the Security Council and the United Nations
nenbership at large for his proved record of conpetence and trustworthiness in
nore than 30 years with the United Nations, both at Headquarters and in the
field. Wth considerable experience in the adm nistrative, political and
operational aspects of this Oganization, M. Annan is a highly rated
i nternational manager and di pl onat.

M. Annan is singularly placed to lead the United Nations in all the
priority tasks of the new Secretary-General, including organizational reform
stream i ni ng the budget, managi ng the human resources of the Organization,
providing political direction to the many peacekeepi ng operations and field
m ssions of the United Nations, and ensuring that the chall enges of devel opnent
remain on the world agenda. He is the only candi date who has had persona
experience during his career with United Nations nmanagenent, budget, human
resour ces, peacekeeping, refugees and other field mssions. He is a proud son
of Africa, who has lived, studied and worked in Ghana, Ethiopia and Egypt, and
is sensitive to the problens faced by devel oping countries. He has al so
di stingui shed hinself in Europe and North Anerica, nost recently heading the
United Nations efforts and coordination with the North Atlantic Treaty
Organi zation in the fornmer Yugoslavia during the particularly sensitive and
difficult transition period follow ng the Dayton Accords.

M. Annan works effectively in both English and French, having studied at

the Institut universitaire de hautes études internationales in Geneva as well as
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technol ogy and Macal ester Col | ege.
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| attach hereto a biographical note on M. Annan

It is the hope of the Governnment of Ghana that the Council will give
favourabl e consideration to the candidature of M. Kofi Annan and recomend to
the General Assenbly his appointnment as Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations
with effect from1l January 1997.

| should be grateful if you would bring the present letter to the attention
of the nenbers of the Security Council and circulate it as a docunment of the
Security Counci l

(Signed) J. B. WLMOT
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Bl OGRAPHI CAL NOTE: KOFI ATTA ANNAN

Kofi Annan i s Under-Secretary-Ceneral for Peacekeeping Operations at the
United Nations, a post to which he returned in March 1996, after having served
as the Special Representative of the Secretary-General to the forner Yugoslavia
and the Special Envoy to NATO throughout the transition period which followed
t he Dayton Accords. He was originally appointed Under-Secretary-General for
Peacekeepi ng Operations on 1 March 1993, a year after his appointment as
Assi stant Secretary-Ceneral in the sane departnent.

Prior to these posts, M. Annan was enployed by the United Nations in a
nunber of other senior capacities. These included the position of Assistant
Secretary-Ceneral for Programme Pl anni ng, Budget and Finance and Controller of
the United Nations Organization. Follow ng the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq in
1990, M. Annan was sent by the Secretary-General to Iraq to help see what could
be done to inprove the situation on the ground and to facilitate the
repatriation of over 900 international staff. Wile there, M. Annan becane
engaged in negotiations for the rel ease of Wstern hostages and in bringing
attention to the plight of over 500,000 Asians stranded in Kuwait and Iragq.
Subsequently, he led the United Nations team negotiating with Irag on the
possi bl e sale of oil for purchases of hunanitarian aid.

Earlier, M. Annan had held concurrently the positions of Assistant
Secretary-Ceneral in the Ofice of Human Resources Managenent and Security
Coordi nator for the United Nations system follow ng appointnents as Director of
t he Budget and as Deputy Director of Administration and Head of Personnel in the
Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees. |In all, he has
devoted nore than 30 years to the United Nations, serving in places as diverse
as Addi s Ababa, Cairo, Geneva, Ismailia and New York

A national of Ghana, Kofi Annan returned to his home country during the
period 1974-1976 as the Managi ng Director of the Ghana Tourist Devel opnent
Conpany, serving concurrently on its Board and on the Ghana Tourist Contro
Boar d.

Apart fromhis official duties, M. Annan has |ong been involved in the
areas of education and devel opment and the welfare and protection of
international staff. He is currently on the Boards of Trustees of Macal ester
College in St. Paul, Mnnesota and the Institute for the Future in Menlo Park,
California. He was for many years Chairnman of the Board of Trustees of the
United Nations International School in New York, and he served as a Governor of
the International School in Geneva from 1981 to 1983. Wthin the United
Nations, M. Annan has contributed to the work of the Appointnment and Pronotion
Board and the Senior Review G oup (both of which he chaired), to the
Adm ni strative, Managenment and Financial Board, to the Secretary-Ceneral's Task
Force for Peacekeeping, and to the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund.
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Kofi Annan, who speaks English, French and several African |anguages,
studied at the University of Science and Technol ogy at Kumasi and conpleted his
undergraduate work in econom cs at Macal ester Coll ege, which awarded himits
Trustee Distinguished Service Award in 1994, in honour of his nore than 30 years
of service to the international comunity. He undertook graduate studies in
econonmics at the Institut universitaire de hautes études internationales in
Geneva. As a 1971-1972 Sloan Fellow at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technol ogy, he received a Master of Science degree in Managenment. In June 1996
Cedar Crest College in Allentown, Pennsylvania, awarded himthe honorary degree
of Doctor of Public Service.

M. Annan and his wife, Nane, live in New York. They have three children



