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LETTER DATED 6 DECEMBER 1996 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF MAURI TANIA TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT
OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

On instructions fromm Governnent, | have the honour to subnmit formally to
the Security Council the candi dature of Anbassador Ahmedou CQul d- Abdal | ah for the
post of Secretary-General of the United Nations for the period from
1 January 1997 to 31 Decenber 2001.

Thi s candi dature comes in the context of the common approach initiated by
the Organi zation of African Unity (OAU) at its thirty-second regular summt
neeting, held a Yaoundé, which cul mnated, after consultations at the highest
level, in the position reflected in the letter dated 29 Novenber 1996 addressed
to the President of the Security Council by M. Paul Biya, President of the
Republic of Canmeroon and current Chairman of OAU, in which it is stated that
African States "may contact the Security Council directly" if they wish to put
forward candidates and "informthe current Chairman of QAU of their action".

As can be seen fromthe attached curriculumvitae, Anbassador
Cul d- Abdal | ah, who served in the Mauritani an Adm ni stration as a senior
of ficial, anbassador and mnister, is not unknown at the United Nations where
for a long tine he served in a nunber of inportant positions, notably that of
Speci al Representative of the Secretary-General in Burundi.

The Mauritani an Governnent, which attaches the utnost inportance to the
fulfilnment of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,
beli eves that the conpetence, experience and personal qualities of Anbassador
Qul d- Abdal I ah fully qualify himto serve as Secretary-Ceneral at this decisive
stage in the Organization's history.

| should be grateful if you would bring this letter to the attention of the

nenbers of the Security Council.

(Signed) Ahnmed Quld SID AHVED
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex
[Original: English]

Bi ogr aphi cal note

Ahnedou Qul d- Abdal | ah

On 15 June 1996, Anmbassador Ahnedou Qul d- Abdal | ah t ook up an appoi nt nent
as the Executive Secretary of the G obal Coalition for Africa, a
Washi ngton D. C. -based intergovernmental forumfor African political and econonic
issues. |Its co-chairs include, inter alia, Sir Ketum|le Quett Masire, President
of Bot swana, Cooperation M nister Jan Pronk of the Netherlands and
Robert MNamara, forner President of the Wrld Bank

A citizen of Mauritania, M. Quld-Abdallah will be continuing a
di stingui shed career in public service, during which he has occupi ed seni or
posts in both his own country and in the United Nations. He served as the
Speci al Representative of the Secretary-CGeneral in Burundi from Novenmber 1993 to
October 1995. Prior to his service in Burundi, he was at United Nations
Headquarters in New York as the Special Coordinator for Africa and the Least
Devel oped Countries, a position to which he returned follow ng conpletion of his
assignnent as Special Representative. In this capacity, he represented the
United Nations, which was co-organi zer, along with the Governnent of Japan and
the G obal Coalition for Africa, of the Tokyo International Conference on
African Devel opnent in Cctober 1993. He joined the United Nations in 1984 and
was in charge of energy policy issues.

He has hel d several inportant posts in his native Mauritania, including
Director-General of National Industries (1968-1971), M nister of Commerce and
Transportation (1971-1972), Anbassador to the United States of Anmerica (1973-
1976), the European Union, Bel gium Luxenbourg and the Netherlands (1976-1979),
and Mnister for Foreign Affairs (1979-1980). He was al so a nenber of the Board
of Directors and Chief Executive Oficer of Société nationale industrielle et
mniére, Mauritania's |largest corporation involved in iron ore mning, in 1980.
During his period of public service, he advocated an open approach to econonic
and political issues on the donestic and international arenas.

M. Qul d-Abdallah is also a co-founder and board menber of Transparency
International, an international non-governnental organization devoted to
fighting corruption, and the author of nunmerous articles on preventive diplomacy
and devel opnent issues. He recently published a book entitled "D plomatie
Pyronmane" which largely focuses on post-cold war conflicts.

Born in 1940 in Hassi-Abdallah, Muwuritania, M. CQuld-Abdallah received his
hi gher education at the Universities of Genoble and Paris (Sorbonne), and
graduated with a Master's degree in economcs and a di pl oma of higher econonic
studi es, respectively. He also holds a diploma fromthe Paris Institut des
études politiques. He has been honoured by, inter alia, the Governnents of
Mauritani a, Senegal and Belgium Divorced, he is the father of one son.



