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I have the honour to transmt herewith the text of a resolution of the
Eur opean Parlianent on the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia, dated
12 Novenber 1996

May | ask your kind assistance in circulating the present letter and
encl osed text as a docunent of the Security Council

(Signed) Peter CHKHEI DZE

Per manent Representative
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Annex
[Oiginal: English and French]

Resolution of the European Parlianent on the situation in
Abkhazia, Georgia, dated 12 Novenber 1996

The European Parlianent,

Having regard to the signing of a partnership and cooperation agreenent
bet ween t he European Uni on and Georgi a,

Having regard to the Quadripartite Agreement on the voluntary return of
ref ugees and di spl aced persons signed on 4 April 1994 between the Georgian and
Abkhaz sides and the declaration of nmeasures for a political settlement of the
Ceor gi an- Abkhaz conflict signed on the sane date

Enphasi zing that stability and security are a precondition for the
continuation of the necessary process of econom c and denocratic reformin all
States of the former Soviet Union

Wher eas Ceorgi a has been | argely devastated by several years of civil war
and ethnic conflicts, in particular in Abkhazia, which have forced many
t housands of refugees to flee their houses due to ethnic cleansing,

Noting with deep concern that no significant progress has yet been achieved
towards a conprehensive political settlenent of the conflict in Abkhazia,
including its political status, since the agreement of 14 May 1994 on a
ceasefire and a separation of forces in this region

Whereas any lasting solution to the conflict in this region should respect
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally
recogni zed borders,

Deeply concerned about the great nunber of refugees from Abkhazia living in
Georgia, and deeply concerned about the continuing process of ethnic cleansing
in the Abkhaz region,

Whereas actions such as mine-laying and other threats against the United
Nations Cbserver Mssion in Georgia (UNOM G and the C S peacekeepi ng force
referred to in the report of the Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations
contribute to an escal ati on of tension

Deeply concerned about the announcenent by the Abkhaz side on the
organi zati on of so-called parliamentary elections to be held on 23 Novenber 1996
in which no refugees and di spl aced persons will be allowed to participate,

1. Reaffirms its full commtment to the establishnment of peace, stability
and security in the States of the former Soviet Union as a precondition to the
necessary process of econom c and denocratic reform
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2. Stresses that a final peaceful solution to the conflict in Abkhazia
shoul d be based on a conprehensive political settlenent respecting the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally
recogni zed borders;

3. Stresses that elections can only be held in Abkhazia after the
determ nation through negotiations of the political status of Abkhazia within
the framework of a conprehensive political settlenment and with the guaranteed
possibility of full participation for all refugees and di spl aced persons;

4. Calls on the Abkhaz side to call off the organization of the so-called
parliamentary el ections to be held on 23 Novenber 1996;

5. Stresses the inportance of the right of all displaced persons and
refugees to return voluntarily to their places of origin or residence,
irrespective of their ethnic, social or political affiliation, under conditions
of conplete safety and dignity, and is concerned about the continued obstruction
of this right for the refugees and displ aced persons from Abkhazi a;

6. Condemms al | actions which threaten UNOM G and the CI' S peacekeepi ng
forces, such as mne-laying, and calls on all parties to take the necessary
steps to prevent such acts;

7. Calls on the Council and the Comm ssion to give active support to the
United Nations mission in Abkhazia and to pronbte, in cooperation with the
United Nations mission, confidence-building neasures for the Georgi an and Abkhaz
citizens of the Republic of Georgia;

8. Calls on the Council and the Comm ssion to strengthen technica
assistance to C'S and CGeorgia (TACIS) and European Conmmunity Humanitarian O fice
(ECHO programmes in the region, and especially to strengthen the cooperation
bet ween ECHO and TACIS in order to build a bridge fromshort-term humanitarian
relief to | ong-term sustainabl e devel opnent;

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Comm ssion
the Council, the Government and Parlianent of Georgia, and the Abkhaz side.



