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1993/9. Situation of human rights in South Africa
The Conmi ssion on Human Rights,
Recalling its resolutions of 1989/5 of 23 February 1989, 1990/ 26 of
27 February 1990, 1991/21 of 1 March 1991 and 1992/ 19 of 28 February 1992,
Reaffirm ng the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences

in Southern Africa and the need for the full inplenentation of its provisions,

Recalling the report of the Special Committee agai nst Apartheid
(A 46/ 22), the second report of the Secretary-Ceneral on progress nade in the
i mpl enentati on of the Declaration (A 45/1052), as well as the reports of the
Secretary- General on the coordi nated approach by the United Nations system on
the questions relating to South Africa (A 46/648) and on the concerted and
ef fective nmeasures ainmed at eradicating apartheid (A 46/499),

Havi ng exam ned the report of the Ad Hoc Wirking G oup of Experts on
Sout hern Africa (E/ CN. 4/14/1993/14),

Recogni zi ng the responsibility of the United Nations and the
i nternational conmunity to help the people of South Africa in their legitimte
struggle for the total elimnation of apartheid through peaceful neans,

Noting that while positive neasures have been taken by the Governnment of
South Africa, including the repeal of sonme major apartheid |laws and the
revision of the security legislation, inportant obstacles to the achi evenent
of a climate conducive to the exercise of free political activity stil
remain,

Noting also that while positive steps have been taken by the Government
of South Africa towards changing the racial education system nany obstacles
still persist,

Gravely concerned that persistent violence threatens to underm ne the
process of peaceful change through negotiations to a united, non-racial and
denocratic South Africa,

Stressing the need to strengthen and reinforce the nechanisns set up in
Sout h Africa under the National Peace Accord signed on 14 Septenber 1991, and
enphasi zing the need for all parties to cooperate in conbating violence and to
exerci se restraint,

Wl com ng the enhanced attention given by the international comunity to

the question of violence in South Africa and especially the depl oynent of
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observers fromthe United Nations, the O ganization of African Unity, the
Conmonweal t h and the European Community in South Africa to further the
pur poses of the National Peace Accord,

Deeply concerned at the revelations of illegal covert activities carried
out by military intelligence with a viewto undernmining a major party to the
political process of peaceful change in South Africa,

Noting with satisfaction the progress made in the inplenentation of the
agreenment concl uded between the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees
and the South African authorities to enable the voluntary repatriation of
ref ugees and exil es,

Noting with concern that the so-called "honel ands" still remain outside

the legal, political and adninistrative framework of South Africa,

Concerned that notw thstanding the anendnent of the Internal Security
Act, detention w thout charge renmains possible in |aw,

Concerned al so at reports containing evidence that children are stil
subjected to arbitrary detention and i nhunman treatnment in South Africa,

Gravely disturbed at the socio-econonic inequalities in South Africa and
at the accumul at ed negative inpact of apartheid on the social, econonic and
cultural rights of the najority of the people of South Africa,

Wl com ng the negoti ati ons between the Governnent of South Africa and al
parties concerned ained at working out nodalities for a non-racial, denpcratic
constitution,

1. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Wrking Group of Experts on
Sout hern Africa, and conmends the Wrking Goup for the excellent manner in
which it has prepared its report;

2. Reaffirnms its support for the legitimte struggle of the
South African people for the total eradication of apartheid through peacefu
neans and their right to establish a non-racial, denocratic systemwhich is
consistent with the International Bill of Human Ri ghts;

3. Also reaffirnms the international consensus to oppose apartheid,

support the peaceful struggle to eradicate apartheid and facilitate the
creation of a non-racial, democratic South Africa;

4, Calls upon the South African authorities to exercise effectively
their responsibility to maintain | aw and order, to stop the violence, to
prosecute its perpetrators and to protect all citizens, irrespective of their

political affiliation;
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5. Al so calls upon all parties to refrain fromfurther acts of
vi ol ence;

6. Strongly urges the Governnent of South Africa to inplenent fully the
reconmendati ons of the Commi ssion of Inquiry regarding the Prevention of
Public Violence and Intimnidation (the CGol dstone Conmi ssion) and to cooperate
with the Conmission with the viewto carrying out further investigations into
the functioning and operation of the security forces and other existing arned
units;

7. Conmends the Secretary-General for the nmeasures taken to address
areas of concern noted in his report (S/24389) and particularly to assist in
strengthening the structure set up under the National Peace Accord, including
t he depl oynment of United Nations Observers in South Africa, and urges himto
continue to address all the areas of concern noted in his report which fal
within the purview of the United Nations;

8. Wl cones the observers of the Organization of African Unity, the
Conmonweal t h and the European Community depl oyed in South Africa;

9. Call s upon the Governnment of South Africa to release all remaining
political prisoners, including those on death row, in accordance with the
terms of the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in
Sout hern Africa of 1989 and other relevant agreenents for its inplenmentation

10. Urges the Governnent of South Africa to allow the safe return of al
political exiles and refugees w thout restriction

11. Appeals to the international community to assist the Ofice of the
United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees and other humanitarian
organi zations in the repatriation and reintegration of South African refugees
and exiles in safety and with dignity;

12. Also appeals to the international comunity to assist and enhance
the role of humanitarian and human rights groups in extendi ng assistance to
victins of apartheid and in nonitoring the situation of human rights in
Sout h Afri ca;

13. Congratulates all anti-apartheid groups and individuals inside and
outsi de South Africa for their conmitnment and positive contributions to the
efforts to dismantle apart hei d;

14. Reiterates the call to the Governnment of South Africa to expedite
| egal and adm nistrative measures to abolish the system of "homnel ands" and

rei ncorporate theminto South Africa
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15. Urges the Governnent of South Africa, in consultation with al
parties to the negotiations, to address seriously and urgently the probl em of
| andl essness and the gross inequalities in |land ownership in order to create
an atnosphere of lasting stability in South Africa,;

16. Urges once again the South African authorities to repeal the
remai ni ng di scrimnatory apartheid | aws, introduce the necessary |egal and
admini strative neasures to correct entrenched soci o-economnic inequalities and
i mpl enent and enforce without delay that legislation in the areas of
education, health, housing and social welfare;

17. Further urges the South African authorities to advance the
di smantling of apartheid by considering accession to the Internationa
Covenants on Hunman Rights and the International Convention on the Elimnation
of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation

18. Reiterates its deep concern at reported cases of arbitrary detention
and i nhuman treatnment of detained children in South Africa;

19. Denmands that the South African authorities fully respect section 29
of the Prisons Act, prevent the inhuman treatnment of children in South Africa
and ensure their basic and legitimte freedons of novenent, association and
educati on;

20. Calls for the replacenment of the present racial education system
with a non-racial education system

21. Calls upon the international conmunity to assist the non-racial
sports bodi es, which have been endorsed by representative anti-apartheid
sports organi zations in South Africa, in redressing the continuing structura
inequalities in sports;

22. lWUrges all the parties to resune, without delay, broad-based
negoti ati ons on transitional arrangenents and basic principles for a process
of reaching agreenent on a new denocratic and non-racial constitution and for
its speedy entry into force;

23. Calls upon the international conmunity to support the fragile and
critical process of transition under way in South Africa through the phased
application of appropriate neasures, to be applied as warranted in response to
positive devel opnents such as agreenent by the parties on transitiona

arrangenents and agreenment on a new, non-racial and denocratic constitution;
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24, Reiterates the call to all CGovernnents to observe fully the
mandat ory arnms enbargo and the request to the Security Council to continue
to nonitor effectively the inplenentation of the enbargo, as decided in
Security Council resolutions 418 (1977) of 4 Novenber 1977, 558 (1984)
of 13 Decenber 1984 and 591 (1986) of 28 Novenber 1986;

25. Calls upon the international conmunity to support the peace process
in Mbzanbi que and Angola, as well as to nobilize additional resources in order
to assist the front-line States and ot her nei ghbouring States in the
reconstruction of their socio-economic infrastructure and the rehabilitation
of the victins of internal and external displacenents after years of
destabi |l i zati on;

26. Al so calls upon the Centre for Human Rights to respond at the
appropriate tinme, as guided by the Secretary-Ceneral, to the needs of the
changing situation in South Africa during the period of transition, in
accordance with General Assenbly resolution 47/116A of 18 Decenber 1992;

27. Decides to renew for a further period of two years the nandate of
the Ad Hoc Working G oup of Experts on Southern Africa, conposed of the
foll owi ng experts acting in their personal capacity: M. Leliel Mkuin
Bal anda (Zaire), M. Armando Entralgo (Cuba), M. Felix Ernacora (Austria),
M. Elly Elikunda E. Mango (United Republic of Tanzania), M. Zoran Pajic
(Bosni a and Herzegovina) and M. Mil ka Govi nda Reddy (I ndia);

28. Requests the Ad Hoc Wirking G oup of Experts to continue, in
cooperation with the Special Conmittee agai nst Apartheid and ot her
i nvestigatory and nonitoring bodies, to exam ne the situation regarding the
violations of human rights in South Africa including, in particular, reports
of torture, ill-treatnment and deaths of detainees, as well as infringenents of
trade union rights;

29. Requests the Ad Hoc Wirking G oup of Experts to subnmit its interim
report to the Conmission at its fiftieth session and its final report at its
fifty-first session;

30. Requests the Ad Hoc Wbrking Group of Experts to submit a brief
prelimnary report to the General Assenbly at its forty-eighth and forty-ninth

sessi ons;
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31. Renews its request to the Government of South Africa to allow the
Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts to visit South Africa to gather information
fromindividual s and organi zations in order to ascertain the situation of
human rights in South Africa, in such a manner that:

(a) The Ad Hoc Working Goup of Experts would be guaranteed free and
confidential access to any individual, organization, prisoner or ex-prisoner,
det ai nee or ex-detai nee;

(b) The Governnment of South Africa would provide a firmundertaking that
any person or organization providing evidence would be granted i munity from

any State action as a result thereof.

42nd neeting

26 February 1993
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. V.]

1993/ 10. Inplenentation of the International Convention on the

Suppressi on _and Puni shnent of the Crinme of Apartheid

The Conmi ssion on Human Rights,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolutions 41/103 of 4 Decenber 1986, 42/56
of 30 Novenber 1987, 43/97 of 8 Decenber 1988, 44/79 of 8 Decenber 1989, 45/90
of 14 Decenber 1990, 46/84 of 16 Decenber 1991 and 47/81 of 16 Decenber 1992

Recalling its resolutions 10 (XXXV) of 5 March 1979, 13 (XXXVI) of
26 February 1980, 6 (XXXVI1) of 23 February 1981, 1982/10 of 25 February 1982
1983/ 12 of 18 February 1983, 1984/7 of 28 February 1984, 1985/10 of
26 February 1985, 1986/ 7 of 28 February 1986, 1987/11 of 26 February 1987,
1988/ 14 of 29 February 1988, 1989/8 of 23 February 1989, 1990/12 of
23 February 1990 and 1991/10 of 22 February 1991

Recalling also its resolution 7 (XXXIV) of 22 February 1978, in which it
cal l ed upon States parties to the International Convention on the Suppression
and Puni shnment of the Crine of Apartheid to subnit, in accordance with
article VI1 of the Convention, their first report not later than two years
after beconing parties to the Convention and their periodic reports at
two-year intervals,

Convi nced that apartheid constitutes a total negation of the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, a gross violation of human
rights and a crinme against humanity, seriously threatening regional peace and

security,
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Reiterating the view that the activities of transnational corporations
operating in South Africa perpetuate the crine of apartheid,

Reaffirmng its conviction that it is the responsibility of the

United Nations and the international conmunity as a whole to assist the people
of South Africa to elimnate apartheid,

Taki ng note of Econonic and Social Council resolution 1990/70 of

27 July 1990 by which the Council condemmed those transnational corporations
that continue to collaborate with the mnority government in South Africa in
defiance of United Nations resolutions and international public opinion and,
in many cases, in violation of neasures adopted by their home countries,

Reaffirm ng also its conviction that ratification of, or accession to,

t he Convention on a universal basis and inplenentation of its provisions
are necessary for its effectiveness and therefore will contribute to the
eradi cation of the crinme of apartheid,

Drawi ng attention to the need to strengthen the various nmechani sns for
conbating apartheid, inter alia, through the establishnent of an internationa
penal tribunal as provided for in article V of the Convention

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Goup of Three
est abl i shed under article I X of the International Convention on the
Suppr essi on and Puni shment of the Crinme of Apartheid, and in particul ar
of the conclusions and recomendati ons contained in that report;

2. Wl cones the work done by the Group of Three in accordance with
Conmi ssi on resol ution 1991/ 10;

3. Conmends those States parties to the Convention that have subnitted
periodic reports, and calls upon those States parties that have not yet done
so to subnit their reports as soon as possible, in accordance with article VII
of the Convention;

4, Notes with appreciation the views and information subnmitted by sone
States parties in response to Comm ssion resolution 1991/10 on information
concerning the fornms of the crime of apartheid, as described in article Il of
t he Conventi on;

5. Urges those States that have not yet done so to accede to the
Convention wi thout delay, especially those States which have jurisdiction over

transnational corporations operating in South Africa,
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6. Recommends once again that all States parties to the Covention take
full account of the general guidelines laid down by the G oup of Three in 1978
for the subm ssion of reports (E/ CN 4/1286, annex);

7. Reiterates its recommendation to States parties to be represented
when the report of their country is to be considered by the Goup of Three;

8. Calls upon all States whose transnational corporations continue to
do business with South Africa to take all appropriate steps to terminate their
dealings with South Africa

9. Appeal s to States parties to strengthen their cooperation at the
nati onal and international levels in order to inplenent fully the decisions
taken by the Security Council and other conpetent United Nations bodies with a
view to the prevention, suppression and puni shnment of the crine of apartheid
in accordance with article VI of the Convention and with the Charter of the
United Nati ons;

10. Appeals to all States parties to the Convention to incorporate
in their legislation provisions relating to "the crine of apartheid" in
accordance with article Il of the Convention

11. Urges the resunption of genuine and broad-based negotiations for
a denocratic and non-racial South Africa;

12. Appeals to all States, United Nations organs, the specialized
agenci es and international and national non-governnental organizations to step
up their activities to enhance public awareness by denouncing the crines
conmm tted by the Governnent of South Africa with a viewto pronoting further
accession to the Conventi on;

13. Requests the international comunity to urge the CGovernnent of
South Africa to repeal the remaining apartheid | aws and introduce the
necessary | egal and administrative nmeasures to correct the entrenched
soci o-econom ¢ i nequalities;

14. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to intensify his efforts, through
appropriate channels, to dissemnate informati on on the Convention and its
i mpl enentation with a viewto pronoting further accessions to the Convention
and to give consideration to drawi ng up nodel |egislation which would serve
the States parties as a guide for the inplenentation of the provisions of the

Conventi on;
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15. Requests the Group of Three to continue to neet every two years
to consider the reports submtted by States parties in accordance with
article VIl of the Convention

16. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue to provide all necessary

assistance to the Goup of Three.

42nd neeting

26 February 1993
[ Adopted by 30 votes to none, with 21 abstentions,

See chap. XV.]

1993/ 11. Ilnplenentation of the Programme of Action for
the Second Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Raci al

Discrimnation and |l aunching of a third decade
to conbat racismand racial discrimnation

The Conmi ssion on Human Rights,
Reaffirm ng the obligation of States under the Charter of the

United Nations to pronote universal respect for, and observance of, human
rights and fundanental freedonms for all wi thout distinction as to race, sex,

| anguage or religion,

Reaffirm ng its conviction that racism racial discrimnination and
apartheid constitute a total negation of the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Hunman Ri ghts,

Reaffirming its firmdetermnation and its conmtnent to eradicate

totally and unconditionally racismin all its fornms, racial discrimnation and
apart hei d,

Recalling its resolution 1992/8 of 21 February 1992,

Recal ling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Internationa
Convention on the Elinmination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the
I nternational Convention on the Suppression and Puni shrent of the Crine of
Apartheid and the Convention against Discrimnation in Education adopted by
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural O ganization
on 14 Decenber 1960,

Bearing in mind General Assenbly resolutions 3057 (XXVII1)
of 2 Novenber 1973, on the First Decade for Action to Conbat Raci sm and Raci al
Di scrimnation, and 38/ 14 of 22 Novenber 1983, on the Second Decade to Conbat

Raci sm and Racial Di scrimnation
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Recalling the two Wrld Conferences to Conbat Raci sm and Raci al
Di scrimnation, held at Geneva in 1978 and 1983,

Bearing in nmind the Report of the Second Wirld Conference to Conbat
Raci sm and Racial Discrimnnation

Convi nced that the Second Wrl d Conference represented a positive
contribution by the international conmunity towards attaining the objectives
of the Decade, through its adoption of a Declaration and an operationa
Programe of Action for the Second Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Raci al
Di scrim nati on,

Bearing in mind General Assenbly resolution 39/16 of 23 Novenber 1984 on
t he Second Decade to Conmbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnmnation, in which the

Assenbly invited the Commi ssion on Hunan Rights to continue exercising

vigilance in identifying actual or emergent situations of racismand racial
discrimnation, to draw attention to them where discovered and to suggest
remedi al measures,

Bearing in mind the neasures taken by the South African authorities to

repeal or anmend the nmajor |aws which had constituted the pillars of apartheid,
as well as the progress nmade towards the establishnment of a denocratic,
non-raci al and united South Africa,

Convi nced of the need to take sustained international nmeasures for the
elimnation of all forms of racismand racial discrinmnation and the total
eradi cation of apartheid in South Africa,

Noting with grave concern that, despite the efforts of the internationa

conmuni ty, the principal objectives of the two Decades to Conbat Raci sm and
Raci al Discrimnation have not been attained and that mllions of human bei ngs
continue to this day to be the victins of varied forns of racism racia
di scrimnation and apart heid,

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of strengtheni ng, where necessary, nationa
legislation and institutions for the pronotion of racial harnony,

Aware of the inportance and the magnitude of the phenonmenon of nigrant
workers, as well as the efforts undertaken by the international conmunity to
i mprove the protection of the human rights of migrant workers and nmenbers of
their famlies,

Recal ling the adoption by the General Assenbly at its forty-fifth session
of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of AIl M grant
Wrkers and Members of Their Fanilies,



E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ L. 11/ Add. 2
page 13

Reaffirm ng the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences
in Southern Africa, unaninmously adopted by the General Assenbly at its
si xteenth special session, on 14 Decenber 1989, which offers guidelines on how
to end apartheid,

Recalling that in its resolution 1992/8 of 21 February 1992, it
recomended that the General Assenbly take appropriate steps, in due course,
to launch a third decade to conbat racismand racial discrinination, to begin
in 1993,

Taki ng note of General Assenbly resolution 47/ 77 of 16 Decenber 1992 in
whi ch the Assenbly requested the Secretary-General to accord the highest
priority to activities of the progranme of action for the third decade to
conbat racismand racial discrimnation ainmed at nonitoring the transition
fromapartheid to a non-racist society in South Africa and invited the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its forty-ninth session to recomend activities
to be undertaken during the third decade,

Taki ng note of the report of the Secretary-General (E/ CN 4/1993/55),

1. Declares that all forms of racismand racial discrimination
particularly in their institutionalized form such as apartheid, or resulting
fromofficial doctrines of racial superiority or exclusivity, are anong the
nost serious violations of human rights in the contenporary world and rnust be
conbated by all avail abl e neans;

2. Commends all States that have ratified or acceded to the rel evant
international instrunents to conbat racismand racial discrimnation;

3. Appeal s to those States that have not yet done so to consider
rati fying, acceding to and inplenenting the relevant internationa
instruments, particularly the International Convention on the Elinination of
Al fornms of Racial Discrimination, the International Convention on the
Suppressi on and Puni shnent of the Crinme of Apartheid and the Convention
against Discrimnation in Education adopted by the General Conference of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural O ganization
on 14 Decenber 1960;

4. Urges all CGovernnents to take all necessary neasures to conmbat new
fornms of racism in particular by ongoing adjustnent of the methods used to

conbat them
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5. Invites all CGovernnents and international and non-governnent a
organi zations to increase and intensify their activities to conbat racism
raci al discrimnation and apartheid and to provide relief and assistance to
the victins of these evils;

6. Not es and conmmends the efforts nade to coordinate all the
programes currently under inplenentation by the United Nations systemthat
relate to the objectives of the Second Decade, and encourages the Coordi nator
for the Second Decade to Combat Raci smand Racial Discrimnation to continue

his efforts;

7. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue to accord speci al
attention to the situation of migrant workers and nmenbers of their famlies
and to include regularly in his reports all information on such workers;

8. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue the study on the effects

of racial discrimnation on the children of nminorities and those of m grant
workers in the field of education, training and enploynent, and to submt,

inter alia, specific recomendations for the inplenmentation of measures to
conbat the effects of that discrimnation

9. Calls upon all Menber States to consider signing and ratifying or
acceding to the International Convention on the Protection of the R ghts of
Al Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of Their Families as a matter of priority, in
view of its possible early entry into force

10. Requests the Secretary-General to revise and finalize the draft
nodel |egislation for the guidance of CGovernnents in the enactnment of further
| egi sl ation against racial discrinmnation in the Iight of conmments rmade by
nmenbers of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrinmnation at its
fortieth and forty-first sessions and to publish and distribute the text as
soon as possi bl e;

11. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation to expedite the preparation of teaching materials and teaching
aids to pronote teaching, training and education activities on hunman rights
and agai nst racismand racial discrinmnation, with particular enphasis on
activities at the primary and secondary | evels of education

12. Regrets that nmost of the activities scheduled for the
peri od 1992-1993 have not been inpl emented because of |ack of adequate

resour ces;
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13. Calls upon the international conmunity to provide the
Secretary-General with appropriate financial resources for efficient action
agai nst racismand racial discrimnation

14. Invites all CGovernnents, United Nations bodies, the specialized
agenci es and ot her intergovernnental organizations, as well as interested
non- gover nment al organi zations in consultative status with the Econonmi c and
Social Council, to participate fully in the activities schedul ed for the
peri od 1990-1993 whi ch have not yet been carried out;

15. Consi ders that voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund for the
Programme for the Decade to Conbat Raci smand Racial Discrinination are
i ndi spensabl e for the inplenmentation of the above-nentioned programres;

16. Strongly appeals, therefore, to all Governnents, organizations and
individuals in a position to do so to contribute generously to the Trust Fund,
and to this end requests the Secretary-General to continue to undertake
appropriate contacts and initiatives to encourage contri butions;

17. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (A/47/432) on the
i mpl ement ati on of the Progranmme of Action for the Second Decade to Conbat
Raci sm and Racial Discrinmination and the launching of a third decade to conbat
raci smand racial discrimnation

18. Recommends that activities such as those contained in the report of
t he Secretary-General be undertaken during the third decade to conbat raci sm
and racial discrinmnation and reviewed at mid-term

19. Requests the Secretary-General, in preparing the draft progranmre of
action for the third decade, to accord the highest priority to activities
ainmed at nonitoring the transition fromapartheid to a non-raci st society in
Sout h Afri ca;

20. Cal I s upon Governnents to encourage further positive change in
South Africa based on the guidelines set out in the Declaration on Apartheid
and its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa, in particular by
mai nt ai ni ng effective and sustained international pressure against
Sout h Afri ca;

21. Recommends that the activities scheduled for the period 1992-1993
t hat have not been inpl enented because of |ack of adequate resources be
included in the draft programme of action for the third decade, along with the
ot her proposed activities contained in the annex to the present resol ution,

and given the highest priority;
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22. Decides to consider at its fiftieth session, as a matter of high
priority, the draft programe of action for the third decade to combat racism
and racial discrimnation

Annex
ACTI VI TI ES RECOVMENDED FCOR | NCLUSI ON I N THE DRAFT PROGRAMVE
OF ACTI ON FOR THE THI RD DECADE TO COVBAT RACI SM AND
RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON
I

1. The Conmi ssion recomends the followi ng progranme el ements proposed by
the Secretary-GCGeneral for the draft programme of action for the third decade
to conbat racismand racial discrimnation (1993-2003), as contained in
par agraphs 19-46 of the report of the Secretary-General (A 47/432):

"19. It is suggested that the goals and objectives of the third decade

be those adopted by the Assenbly for the first Decade and contained in

the annex to Ceneral Assenbly resolution 3057 (XVII1):
"The ultimte goals of the Decade are to pronote human rights and
fundanental freedons for all, wi thout distinction of any kind on
grounds of race, colour, descent or national or ethnic origin
especially by eradicating racial prejudice, racismand raci al
discrimnation; to arrest any expansion of racist policies, to
elimnate the persistence of racist policies and to counteract the
energence of alliances based on nmutual espousal of racism and
racial discrimnation; to resist any policy and practices which
lead to the strengthening of the racist regines and contribute to
t he sustai nment of racismand racial discrinmnation; to identify,
i sol ate and dispel the fallacious and nythical beliefs, policies
and practices that contribute to racismand racial discrinnation,
and to put an end to racist regines.'

"20. In drawing up suggested el ements for the programe of action for

the third decade, account has been taken of the fact that current gl oba

econom ¢ condi tions have caused many Menber States to call for budgetary
restraint, which in turn requires a conservative approach to the numnber
and type of programre for action which nmay be considered at this tinme.

The Secretary-Ceneral also took into account the rel evant suggestions
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made by the Committee on the elimnation of Racial Discrimnation at its
forty-first session. The elenents presented bel ow are suggested as those
which are essential, should resources be nmade avail able to inpl enent
t hem
A. Action to conbat apartheid

"21. Recently, there have been signs of change in South Africa, notably
the abolition of such legal pillars of apartheid as the G oup Areas Act,
the Land Areas Act and the Popul ati on Registration Act. Although there
is reason to be hopeful that South Africa is noving into the nmainstream
of the international conmunity, the transition period may prove to be
difficult and dangerous. Fierce political conpetition between politica
parties and et hnic groups has already |led to bl oodshed.
"22. Action will be needed to rectify the consequences of apartheid in
South Africa. The policy of apartheid has entailed the use of State
power to increase inequalities between racial groups. The know edge and
experi ence of human rights bodies dealing with racial discrimnmnation
could play a significant role in pronoting equality.
"23. The General Assenbly may wi sh to exam ne the best way to nonitor
apartheid in transition and initiate a nmechanismto advi se and assist the
parties concerned to bring an end to this abhorrent regine not only in
law but also in fact. Reference should be nmade to Security Counci
resol ution 765 (1992) urging the South African authorities to bring an
effective end to the violence and bring those responsible to justice.
"24. The Assenbly may al so wish to continue to exanmi ne the rel evant work
undertaken by the established United Nations bodies in the fight against
apartheid, i.e. the Special Comittee against Apartheid, the Goup of
Three and the Ad Hoc Working Goup of Experts on southern Africa.
"25. The Centre for Human Rights could offer technical assistance in the
field of human rights to South Africa during and after the transition
period. A cycle of seminars on apartheid could be envisaged, in
cooperation with the specialized agencies and United Nations secretari at
uni ts concerned, which could include the follow ng:

"(a) Semnar on apartheid and children, in cooperation with
UNI CEF;

"(b) Seminar on apartheid and the rights of workers, in

cooperation with ILQ
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"(c) Seminar on apartheid and public health, in cooperation with
VHO,
"(d) Seminar on apartheid, education and culture, in cooperation
wi t h UNESCO,

"(e) Seminar on affirmative action for a non-racial society in
Sout h Afri ca.
"26. An inter-agency neeting could be convened i nmedi ately after the
procl amation of the third decade, in 1994, to plan for the workshops and
ot her activities.

B. Action at the international |eve

"27. During the discussion in the Econonic and Social Council at its
substanti ve session of 1992 on the Second Decade, many del egati ons
expressed their concern with regard to new expressions of racism racia
di scrimnation, intolerance and xenophobia in various parts of the world.
"28. The manifestation of racist myths may be overt, as with the obvious
exanpl e of apartheid, or they may be less evident as is the case with
sone enpl oynment, housing, inmmigration and asylum policies which tend to

i mpact nost negatively on people who are distinguishable ethnically or by
nationality. There is a general awareness of the new expressions of

raci smand racial discrinmnation affecting mnorities, ethnic groups,

m grant workers, indigenous popul ati ons, gypsies, inmmgrants and

r ef ugees.

"29. The biggest contribution to the elinination of racial
discrimnation will be that which results fromthe actions of States
within their own territories. International action undertaken as part of
any programe for the third decade should therefore be directed so as to
assist States to act effectively. The International Convention on the
Elimnation of AIl Fornms of Racial Discrimination has established
standards for States, and every opportunity should be seized to ensure
that these are universally accepted and appli ed.

"30. The Assenbly could consider nore effective action to ensure that

all States parties to the International Convention on the Elimnation of
Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation fulfil their reporting and financia

obligations. National action against racismand racial discrimnation
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could be nonitored and inproved by requesting an expert menber of the
Conmittee to prepare a report on obstacles encountered with respect to
the effective inplenentation of the Convention by States parties and
suggestions for renedi al neasures.

"31. The Assenbly may wi sh to propose the holding of regional workshops
and senminars. A teamfromthe Committee should be invited to nonitor
these neetings. The follow ng thenes are suggested for the sem nars:

"(a) Semnar to assess the experience gained in the inplenmentation
of the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Racial
Di scrimnation. The sem nar would al so assess the efficiency of nationa
| egi sl ation and recourse procedures available to victinms of racism

"(b) Seminar on the eradication of incitement to racial hatred and
di scrimnation, including the prohibition of propaganda activities and of
organi zations involved in them

"(c) Seminar on the right to equal treatnent before tribunals and
by institutions, including the provision of reparation for danages
suffered as a result of discrimnation

"(d) Sem nar on the transmi ssion of racial inequality from one
generation to another, with special reference to the children of migrant
wor kers and the appearance of new forns of segregation

"(e) Seminar on international cooperation in the elimnination of
raci al discrimnmnation, including cooperation between States, the
contribution of non-governmental organizations, national and regiona
institutions, United Nations bodies and petitions to treaty-nonitoring
bodi es;

"(f) Sem nar on the enactnment of national |egislation to conbat
raci smand racial discrinmination affecting ethnic groups, mgrant workers
and refugees (in Europe and North America);

"(g) Workshop on flows of refugees due to ethnic conflicts or
political restructuring of nulti-ethnic societies in socio-econonic
transition (Eastern Europe, Africa and Asia);

"(h) Training course on national |egislation prohibiting racia
discrimnation for nationals fromcountries with and w thout such

| egi sl ati on;
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"(i) Regional seminars on ethnicity, nation-building and hunan
rights could al so provide an opportunity for broadeni ng know edge of the
causes of today's ethnic conflicts, and the participants could | ook for
ways and neans of solving them
"32. The Assenbly may wi sh to propose to the Departnent of Public
Information of the United Nations Secretariat to undertake specific
activities that could be carried out by Governnents and rel evant nationa
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons to comenorate the International Day for
the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation on 21 March each year. Support
shoul d be sought fromartists as well as religious |eaders, trade unions,
enterprises and political parties to sensitize the popul ation on the
evils of racismand racial discrimnation
"33. In cooperation with UNESCO and the Departnent of Public
Information, the Assenbly could support the organization of a sem nar on
the role of nmass nedia in conbating or dissenmi nating racist ideas.

"34. In cooperation with ILO the possibility of organizing a sem nar on
the role of trade unions in conbating racismand racial discrinmnation in
enpl oyment coul d be expl ored.

"35. The General Assenbly could consider requesting UNESCO to expedite
the preparation of teaching materials and teaching aids to pronote
teaching, training and educational activities against racismand racia
discrimnation, with particular enphasis on activities at the prinmary and
secondary | evel s of education

"36. The Assenbly may also wish to call upon Menber States to make
special efforts to:

"(a) Pronote the aimof non-discrimnation in all educationa
progranmmes and poli ci es;

"(b) Gve special attention to the civic education of teachers.

It is essential that teachers be aware of the principles and essentia
content of the legal texts relevant to racismand racial discrimnation
and of how to deal with the problem of relations between chil dren

bel onging to different comunities;

"(c) Teach contenporary history at an early age, presenting
children with an accurate picture of the crines commtted by fascist and
other totalitarian regines, and nore particularly of the crines of

apart heid and genoci de;
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"(d) Ensure that curricula and textbooks reflect anti-racist
principles and pronote intercultural education

C. Action at the national and regional |evels

"37. The follow ng questions may be addressed in the context of action
to be undertaken at the national and regional |evels: Have there been
any successful national nodels to elimnate raci smand racial prejudices
that could be recommended to States, e.g. for educating children, or
principles of equality to tackle racism agai nst m grant workers, ethnic
m norities, indigenous peoples, etc.? Wat kind of affirmative action
programmes are there at the national or regional level to redress

di scrimnation agai nst specific groups?

"38. The General Assenbly may wish to call upon States that have not yet
done so to adopt, ratify and inplenment |egislation prohibiting raci smand
raci al discrimnation, such as the International Convention on the
Elimnation of All Fornms of Racial Discrinmination, the Internationa
Convention on the Suppression and Puni shment of the Crine of Apartheid
and the International Convention on the Protection of the R ghts of Al

M grant Workers and Menbers of Their Families.

"39. The Assenbly could call upon Menber States to review their nationa
programes to conbat racial discrinmnation and its effects in order to
identify and to seize opportunities to close gaps between different
groups and especially to undertake housi ng, educational and enpl oynent
programes that have proved to be successful in conbating racia

di scrim nation and xenophobi a.

"40. The Assenbly could recommend that Menber States encourage the
participation of journalists and human rights advocates frommnority
groups and comrunities in the mass nedia. Radio and tel evision
programes shoul d i ncrease the nunber of broadcasts produced by and in
cooperation with racial and cultural minority groups. Milticultura
activities of the nmedia should al so be encouraged where they can
contribute to the suppression of raci smand xenophobi a.

"41. The Assenbly may wi sh to call upon regional organizations to
cooperate closely with United Nations efforts in conbating raci smand
racial discrimnation. Intergovernnmental organizations dealing with
hurman rights i ssues could nobilize public opinion in their regions

against the evils of racismand racial prejudices directed towards
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di sadvant aged racial and ethnic groups. These institutions could serve
an inmportant function in assisting Governments to enact nationa
| egi sl ati on agai nst racial discrinination and pronote adopti on and
application of international conventions. Regional human rights
conmi ssions should be called upon to publicize widely basic texts on
exi sting human rights instruments.

D. Basic research and studies
"42. The long-termviability of the United Nations programre agai nst
racismand racial discrimnation will depend in part on continuing
research into the causes of racismand into the new manifestations of
raci smand racial discrimnation. The Assenbly nmay wi sh to exani ne the
i mportance of preparing studies on racism Follow ng are sone aspects to
be studi ed:

"(a) Study of the application of article 2 of the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation.
Such a study might assist States to learn fromone another the nationa
neasures undertaken to inplenent the Convention

"(b) Integration or preservation of cultural identity in a
nmul tiracial society;

"(c) Study of political rights, including the participation of
various racial groups in political processes and their representation in
gover nment servi ce;

"(d) Study of civil rights, including nmigration, nationality,
freedom of opini on and associ ati on;

"(e) Study of educational measures to conbat racial prejudice and
di scrimnation and to propagate the principles of the United Nations;

"(f) dobal integration and the question of racismand the nation
St at e;

"(g) National nechani sns agai nst raci smand racial discrimnation
inthe fields of inmgration, enploynent, salary, housing, education and
owner shi p of property.

E. Coordination and reporting
"43. It may be relevant to recall that in its resolution proclainng the
Second Decade the Assenbly charged the Econonic and Social Council with

coordi nating the inplenentation of the programme and eval uating the
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activities. The Assenbly may wi sh to consider the follow ng steps to
strengthen the United Nations input into the third decade to conbat
raci smand racial discrimnation

"(a) The General Assenbly may wish to entrust the Econom c and
Soci al Council or the Commi ssion on Human Rights, in cooperation with the
Secretary-Ceneral, with the responsibility for coordinating the
programes and evaluating the activities undertaken in connection wth
the third decade;

"(b) The Secretary-General could be invited to provide specific
information on activities against racism to be contained in one annua
report which woul d be conprehensive in nature and all ow a genera
overview of all mandated activities. This would facilitate coordination
and eval uati on;

"(c) An open-ended working group of the Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts, or other appropriate arrangenments under the Conm ssion, may be
established to review decade-related informati on, on the basis of annua
reports referred to above, as well as relevant studies and reports of
sem nars, so as to assist the Conmission in formulating appropriate
reconmendati ons to the Econom ¢ and Social Council on particul ar
activities, allocation of priorities, etc.

F. Regular systemw de consultations
"44. On an annual basis, consultations between the United Nations,
speci al i zed agenci es and non-gover nnental organi zati ons woul d take pl ace
to review and plan decade-related activities. In this framewrk, the
Centre for Human Ri ghts woul d organi ze inter-agency neetings to consider
and di scuss further neasures to strengthen the coordination and
cooperation of programmes related to the issues of conbating raci smand
raci al discrimnation.
"45. The Centre for Human Ri ghts woul d al so strengthen the relationship
wi t h non-governmental organi zations fighting agai nst racismand racia
di scrimnation by holding consultations and briefings with the
non- gover nment al organi zati ons. Such neetings could help themto
initiate, devel op and present proposals regardi ng the struggl e agai nst

raci smand racial discrimnation



E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ L. 11/ Add. 2
page 24

2.

"46. Should the Assenbly approve the suggested el enents of the progranme
for action for the third decade to conbat raci smand racia
di scrimnation, the Secretary-Ceneral would include the activities to be
carried out during the decade, as well as the related resource
requi renents in the proposed programe budgets, which will be subnitted
bi ennially, during the decade, starting with the proposed progranme
budget for the biennium 1994-1995."

Il

The Conmi ssion recomends al so that the thenes proposed by the Conmittee

on the Elimnation of Racial D scrimnation, as contained in paragraph 15 of

the report of the Secretary-General on the inplenentation of the Programe of
Action for the Second Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation
(E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ 55), should be progranmed:

"15. The Conmittee al so considered the question of the |launching of a
third decade to conbat racismand racial discrinmnation and, in that
connection, exam ned an informal docunment containing a list of 10 topics
relating to action to conbat raci smand racial discrinination prepared by
one of its menbers. The Committee requested that the docunent should be
transmitted to the Conmi ssion to serve as a basis for considering the
progranmmi ng of activities in a possible third decade. The foll ow ng

t hemes have been proposed:

"1, The eradication of incitement to racial hatred and
di scrimnation, including the prohibition of propaganda activities and of
organi zations involved in it;

"2. The right to equal treatnment before tribunals and by
institutions, including the provision of reparation for damages suffered
as a result of discrimnation

"3. Political rights, including the participation of various
racial groups in political processes and their representation in
gover nment service;

"4. CGvil rights, including mgration, nationality, freedom of
opi ni on and associ ati on

"5, Economi ¢ rights, including work, trade union nenbership and
housi ng;

"6. Social and cultural rights, including health and education
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"7. Educati onal neasures to conbat racial prejudice and
discrimnation and to propagate the principles of the United Nations;
"8. The protection of disadvantaged groups; this may include
consi deration of the position of indigenous peoples;
"9, The transnission of racial inequality fromone generation to
another, with special reference to the children of m grant workers and
t he appearance of new forms of segregation
"10. International cooperation in the elimnation of racial
di scrimnation, including cooperation between States, the contribution of
non- gover nment al organi zati ons, national and regional institutions,
United Nations bodies and petitions to treaty-nonitoring bodies."
11
3. The Conmi ssion recomends further that the followi ng thenes might al so be
i ncl uded:
Rel i gi ous intol erance;
Xenophobi a;
The role of national institutions in the pronotion and protection of

hurman rights.

42nd neeti ng
26 February 1993
[ Adopted without a vote. See Chap. XVI.]

1993/12 Effects on the full enjoynment of human rights of the economc

adjustment policies arising fromforeign debt and, in particular
on the inplenmentation of the Declaration on the Ri ght

to Devel opnent

The Conmi ssion on Human Rights,
Recal ling that the purpose of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

is the full pronotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedons,
nanely, civil, political, econom c, social and cultural rights.

Recalling also that one of the purposes of the United Nations is to
achi eve international cooperation in solving international problens of an
economni ¢, social, cultural or humanitarian character, and in pronoting and
encour agi ng respect for human rights and fundanmental freedons for all w thout

distinction as to race, sex, |anguage or religion
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Recal ling further General Assenbly resolution 32/130 of 16 Decenber 1977,

Reaffirm ng the Declaration on Social Progress and Devel opnent proclai med
by the General Assenbly in its resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 Decenber 1969 and
the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent adopted by the Assenbly in its
resolution 41/128 of 4 Decenber 1986,

Wl coming the final report on the realization of economnmic, social and
cultural rights (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1992/16), submitted by the Special Rapporteur of
t he Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Mnorities, M. Danilo Tirk,

Bearing in nind Sub-Conmi ssion resolutions 1989/20 and 1989/ 21 of
31 August 1989, 1990/ 16 of 30 August 1990, 1991/27 of 29 August 1991 and
1992/ 29 of 27 August 1992

Recogni zing that the activities of the various organizations in the

United Nations systemshould be closely interrelated and that it is necessary
to draw on all the efforts made in the various disciplines relating to man in
order to promote all his rights effectively,

Having in mnd the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and

Devel opnent of Children and the Plan of Action for |nplenenting the Wrld
Decl aration on the Survival, Protection and Devel opment of Children in the
1990s, adopted by the World Summit for Children on 30 Septenber 1990
(E/ CN. 4/ 1991/ 59, annex),

Having in nind also the considerations of the Wrld Bank contained in the
publication Wrld Debt Tables 1991-92 (volune 1) of Decenber 1991, relating to

t he external debt of devel oping countries,

Awar e that the serious problemof foreign debt remains one of the nopst
acute factors adversely affecting econonic and soci al devel opment and the
living standards of the inhabitants in nany devel opi ng countries, with serious
effects of a social nature,

Concer ned about the repercussions of structural adjustnent progranmes in
the realization of economic, social and cultural rights,

Deeply concerned that the debt-service obligations remain high, that the
factors determning the capacity to pay have not noved in consonance with the
debt-service obligations of the majority of devel oping countries, and that the
prospects for reducing the adverse effects of the debt burden on the

devel opnent process in devel oping countries continue to be uncertain
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Stressing that neasures for debt reduction also need to be acconpani ed by
vigorous efforts to inprove the international economnic environnent in order to
facilitate the gromh and devel opnent of devel opi ng countries,

Consi dering that the new strategies for solving the debt problem of both
official and private origin, require policies of econom ¢ adjustnent
acconpani ed by growth and devel opnent and that it is essential, wthin those
policies, to give priority consideration in their inplenmentation to human
conditions, including standards of living, health, food, education and
enpl oyment of the popul ation, especially anpong the nost vul nerable and
| owi ncone groups,

Taking into account the particular concern expressed by the
Ceneral Assenbly at the growing deterioration of living conditions in the
devel oping world, at its negative effects on the full enjoynent of human
rights, and especially at the very serious econonm c situation of the African
continent and at the terrible effects of the heavy burden of external debt on
t he devel opi ng countri es,

Recalling its resolutions 1989/15 of 2 March 1989, 1990/17 and 1990/ 18 of
23 February 1990, 1990/24 of 27 February 1990, 1991/13 of 22 February 1991 and
1992/ 9 of 21 February 1992

1. Expresses its appreciation for the prelimnary report
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1989/ 19), first (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1990/19) and second progress
(E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1991/17) and final (E CN. 4/Sub.2/1992/16) reports on the
realization of econom c, social and cultural rights prepared by the Specia
Rapporteur of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities, M. Danilo Turk;

2. Stresses the inportance of alleviating the debt and debt-service
burdens of devel oping countries with debt problens in the framework of the
realization of economic, social and cultural rights;

3. Reaffirnms that a maj or objective of any debt strategy shoul d be
t hat debtor devel opi ng countries achieve a level of growmh sufficient to
enable themto satisfy their social, econom c and devel opnent needs;

4, Affirms that debt paynents should not take precedence over the
basi c rights of the people of debtor countries to food, shelter, clothing,

enpl oynent, health services and a heal thy environnent;
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5. Requests the Secretary-General to subnit, in consultation wth
CGovernments, the specialized agencies and concerned intergovernnental and
non- gover nment al organi zations a report to the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts at
its fiftieth session on the repercussions and prospects of the debt crisis and
adj ustment programmes on the effective enjoynent of econonic, social and
cultural rights of devel oping countries;

6. Decides to continue to consider, at its fiftieth session, the
agenda itementitled "Question of the realization in all countries of the
econom ¢, social and cultural rights contained in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and study of special problens which the devel opi ng countries
face in their efforts to achi eve these human rights, including: problens
related to the right to enjoy an adequate standard of living; foreign debt,
econoni ¢ adjustnent policies and their effects on the full enjoynent of human
rights and, in particular, on the inplenentation of the Declaration on the

Ri ght to Devel opnent".

42nd neeting

26 February 1993
[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 36 to 2,

with 12 abstentions. See chap. VII.]

1993/ 13. Human rights and extreme poverty

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
Recalling that the peoples of the United Nations have reaffirmed in the

Charter of the United Nations their faith in fundamental human rights and in
the dignity and worth of the human person

M ndf ul that the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts provi des that
everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and
wel | -being of himself and his famly,

Recalling that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts, the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts recogni ze that the idea
of free human bei ngs, enjoying freedomfrom fear and want, can only be
achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone nay enjoy his econonic,

social and cultural rights, as well as his civil and political rights,
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Reaffirm ng that all human rights and fundanental freedons are
indivisible and interrelated and that the pronoti on and protection of one
category of rights should never exenpt or excuse States fromthe pronpotion and
protection of other rights,

Recalling that the elimnation of w despread poverty and the ful
enj oynent of economic, social and cultural rights and civil and politica
rights remain interrel ated goal s,

Deeply concerned by the fact that extrene poverty continues to spread
t hroughout the countries of the world, regardl ess of their economc, social or
cultural situation, and gravely affects the nost vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged
i ndividuals, famlies and groups who are thus hindered in the exercise of
their human rights and their fundanental freedons,

Recogni zi ng, noreover, that respect for and pronotion of all hunman rights
are essential if individuals are to participate freely and responsibly in the
devel opnent of the society in which they live,

Aware of the need for inproved know edge of extrene poverty and its
causes, including those connected with the probl em of devel oprment, for the
pur pose of pronoting the human rights of the poorest,

Recalling its resolutions 1990/ 15 of 23 February 1990, in which it
requested the Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
Mnorities to carry out a specific study of extreme poverty and socia
exclusion, 1991/14 of 22 February 1992, in which it recomended the
Sub- Commi ssion to give attention nore particularly to the conditions in which
t he poorest themnsel ves can convey their experience and their thinking and so
contribute to a better understanding of the harsh reality of their lives and
its causes, and of its meaning for the international comunity, and 1992/ 11 of
21 February 1992,

Recalling also its resolution 1991/12 of 22 February 1991, entitled
"Popul ar participation in its various forns as an inportant factor in
devel opnent and in the full realization of all human rights",

Recal ling further General Assenbly resolution 47/134 entitled "Human

rights and extrene poverty" which reaffirnms that extreme poverty and socia
exclusion constitute a violation of human dignity and enphasi zes the need for
an in-depth and conprehensive study of extrene poverty focusing on the

experi ence and thinking of the poorest,
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Recal | i ng decision 1991/6 entitled "Reaching the poorest"”, adopted by the
Executive Board of the United Nations Children's Fund, in which it is
enphasi zed, inter alia, that a nore thorough know edge of the situation of the
poorest children and their fanmilies, of their living conditions and the
pre-conditions necessary for their partnership would nake it easier to reach
the groups in question, in particular children, and in which the Executive
Director is invited to nention, in his yearly reports, progress on this issue
within the United Nations Children's Fund,

Noting the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child which
acknow edges that there are in all parts of the world children living in
especially difficult conditions and that special attention should be granted
to those children,

Al so noting Ceneral Assenbly resolution 44/82 of 8 Decenber 1989 which
procl ai ned 1994 the "International Year of the Famly",

M ndf ul of the Secretary-Ceneral's report "Human rights and extrene
poverty" (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1993/ 38 and Add.1 and 2) prepared on the basis of
information transmtted by CGovernnments, specialized agencies, United Nations
bodi es, other intergovernnmental organizations and non-governnenta
or gani zat i ons,

Bearing in nmind in this context the action already taken in the rel evant

foruns to ensure the realization of econonic, social and cultural rights,

1. Reaffirnms that extreme poverty and exclusion from society
constitute a violation of hunman dignity and that urgent national and
international action is therefore required to elimnate them

2. Draws the attention of the CGeneral Assenbly, specialized agencies,
United Nations bodies and intergovernnental organizations to the contradiction
bet ween the exi stence of situations of extrene poverty and exclusion from
soci ety, which nmust be overcone, and the duty to guarantee full enjoynment of
human rights;

3. Encourages the Committee on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights to
pay nore attention in its work to the question of extrene poverty and

excl usion from society;
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4, Al so encourages the Comrmittee on the Rights of the Child to exam ne
the situation of children living in extreme poverty with a view to pronoting
the enjoynment of all rights recognized in the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, in particular during its forthcom ng di scussions on the econonic
expl oitation of children

5. Recalls that, to ensure the protection of the rights of al
i ndi vidual s, non-discrimnation as regards the poorest and the full exercise
of all human rights and fundanental freedons, a better understanding is needed
of what peoples living in extrene poverty endure and thought nust be given to
the subject drawing on the experiences and ideas of the poorest thenselves as
wel | as those conmitted to working al ongsi de them

6. Endor ses resol ution 1992/27 of the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities of 27 August 1992 appointing
M. Leandro Despouy as Special Rapporteur on the question of hunman rights and
extreme poverty with responsibility for preparing a study on this issue,
bearing particularly in mnd the approach defined in Conm ssion
resol ution 1992/ 11;

7. Invites the Special Rapporteur to give special attention to the
foll owi ng aspects:

(a) The effects of extreme poverty on the enjoynent and exerci se of the
human rights and fundanental freedons of those affected by it;

(b) Efforts by the poorest thenselves to exercise their rights and
participate fully in the devel opment of the society in which they live;

(c) Conditions in which the poorest can convey their experiences and
i deas and becone partners in the enjoynent of human rights;

(d) Means of pronoting a better understanding of the experiences and
i deas of the poorest and those conmitted to working al ongsi de them

8. Also invites the Special Rapporteur, in his report to the

Sub- Conmi ssion at its forty-fifth session, to consider the possibility of
organizing a semnar with a viewto furthering reflection on the topic of
"Extreme poverty and denial of hunman rights", and to nmake suggestions in this
regard;

9. Calls upon States, specialized agencies, United Nations bodies and
ot her international organizations, including non-governnental organizations,
to give due attention to this problemand to make known their views on human

rights and extrenme poverty to the Secretary-Ceneral
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10. Wl cones CGeneral Assenbly resolution 47/196 of 22 Decenber 1992
proclaimng 17 Cctober each year the "International Day for the Elinination of
Poverty";

11. Calls upon States, United Nations bodi es and other internationa
organi zati ons, including non-governnental organizations, to give due attention
each International Day to the situation of the poorest, who nust be the focus
of events, taking into account activities already organi zed worl dwi de since
17 Cctober 1987 around the topic "Rejection of extrene poverty", and to inform
the Secretary-General thereupon

12. Invites the Secretary-General to take into account, in preparing
the progranme for the International Day, the relationship between extrene
poverty and the full realization of human rights and, in this context,
expresses the hope that the Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts, the Sub-Comm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities and the Centre for
Human Rights will be fully involved in the activities staged;

13. Also invites the Secretary-General to report to the Conmm ssion at

its fiftieth session on all these natters;
14. Recommends the following draft resolution to the Economic and
Soci al Council for adoption

The Econom c and Soci al Counci |

Recal I i ng Commi ssion on Hunman Rights resol ution 1993/ 13 of
26 February 1993 and resol ution 1992/27 of 27 August 1992 of the
Sub- Conmmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,
entitled "Human rights and extrenme poverty",

1. Appr oves the appoi ntnent of M. Leandro Despouy as
Speci al Rapporteur on the question of human rights and extrene poverty with
responsibility for preparing a study on this subject on the basis of the
aspects set out by the Conmm ssion on Human Rights in its resolutions 1989/ 10
of 2 March 1989, 1990/15 of 23 February 1990 and 1991/14 of 22 February 1991
bearing particularly in mnd the approach defined in Conm ssion
resol ution 1992/ 11 of 21 February 1992;

2. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue his consultations on the
topic of human rights and extreme poverty with Governnments, specialized
agenci es, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organi zations
and to informthe Special Rapporteur of the conclusions of those

consul tati ons;
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3. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide the
Speci al Rapporteur with all necessary assistance for the fulfilnment of his
mandat e, including, as appropriate, assistance fromconsultants with

speci al i zed know edge of the subject.

42nd neeting

26 February 1992
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. VII.]

1993/ 14. Question of the realization in all countries of the econonic

social and cultural rights contained in the Universa
Declaration of Human Rights and in the Internationa
Covenant on Economi c, Social and Cultural Rights, and study

of special problens which the devel oping countries face in
their efforts to achieve these human rights

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
Recalling that the peoples of the United Nations have reaffirmed in the

Charter of the United Nations their faith in fundamental human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of nen and
worren, and have determ ned to pronote social progress and better standards of
l[ife in larger freedom

M ndf ul that the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts provides that al
persons are entitled to the realization of their econonmic, social and cultura
rights, which are indispensable to their dignity and the free devel opnment of
their personality,

Recal ling the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cul tura
Ri ghts and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and
reaffirming that all human rights and fundanmental freedons are indivisible and
i nt erdependent and that the pronotion and protection of one category of rights
shoul d never exenpt or excuse States fromthe pronotion and protection of the
other rights,

Convi nced that equal attention and urgent consideration should be given
to the inplenmentation, pronotion and protection of civil, political, economic,
social and cultural rights,

Aware that, despite progress achieved by the international conmmunity with
respect to the setting of standards for the realization of the economic,

social and cultural rights contained in the International Covenant on
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Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, the inplenentation and pronotion of
these rights and the problens of their realization have not received
sufficient attention within the franework of the United Nations system

Recogni zi ng that, in accordance with the provisions of the Internationa
Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, Menber States, individually
and through international cooperation, should intensify their efforts to
secure an adequate standard of living for all people, giving priority to those
l[iving in extrene poverty,

Recalling the essential inmportance of national efforts and internationa
cooperation based on free consent to the realization of the right of al
persons to an adequate standard of living for thenselves and their famlies,

i ncl udi ng adequate food, clothing and housing, and to a continuous i nprovenent
in living conditions,

Consci ous of the need to secure full respect for the rights contained in
the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights, including
the rights of the nost vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged,

Enphasi zi ng the i nmportance of the Linburg Principles on the
i mpl ement ati on of the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cul tura
Ri ghts (E/ CN.4/1987/17),

Recogni zi ng that popul ar participation in its various fornms is an
i mportant factor in developnment and in the full realization of all human
ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng the inportance of increasing public awareness of the
Conmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the role that
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons can play in that regard,

Wl coming the efforts made with a view to an intensive study of the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and
recogni zing the urgent need for a nore vigorous and effective
mul tidisciplinary approach to the pronotion and protection of the rights
contai ned in the Covenant,

Recalling its resolution 1992/10 of 21 February 1992,

1. Wl cones the contribution of the Conmittee on Econonic, Social and
Cultural Rights, which continues to give inpetus to the inplenmentation of the

econom ¢, social and cultural rights contained in the Covenant;
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2. Encourages States parties to the International Covenant on
Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights to give their full support and
cooperation to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;

3. Al so encourages States parties to use their reporting obligation as
a process to assist the realization of econonmic, social and cultural rights,
ensuring popul ar participation in the preparation of their periodic reports as
wel |l as the w dest possible distribution at the national |evel;

4. Wl cones the decision of the Cormittee on Econonic, Social and
Cultural Rights to urge all States parties to submit reports on tinme and to
take appropriate nmeasures in relation to those States parti es whose reports
are | ong overdue;

5. Al so wel conmes the adoption by the Cormittee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights of general comments and takes note with interest of Genera
Conment No. 4 (1991) on the right to adequate housing (E/ 1992/23, annex I|I1)
and the reaffirned inportance attached in this framework to respect for human
dignity and the principle of non-discrimnation

6. Recogni zes the inportance of ensuring the study of specific
econom ¢, social and cultural rights and in this franework takes note of
resol ution 1992/26 of 27 August 1992 of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, and takes note with interest of
t he wor ki ng paper prepared by the expert, M. Rajindar Sachar, on the right to
adequat e housi ng (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1992/ 15);

7. Invites States parties, in conformty with article 2, paragraph 1
of the International Covenant and Econonic, Social and cultural R ghts and in
pur suance of General Comment No. 3 (1990) (E/ 1991/23, annex I11), to consider
i dentifying specific national benchmarks designed to give effect to the
m ni mum core obligation to ensure the satisfaction of mninmmessential |evels
of each of the rights;

8. Notes with interest the organization, under the United Nations

programe for human rights activities, of the Semi nar on appropriate

i ndicators to nmeasure achievenents in the progressive realization of econonic,
social and cultural rights, sponsored by the Centre for Human Ri ghts and hel d
at CGeneva from 25 to 29 January 1993;
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9. Recogni zes the inportance of using indicators as a neans of
nmeasuring or assessing progress in the realization of human rights and in this
framework stresses the need for ensuring the collection of appropriately
di saggregat ed dat a;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the conclusions and
recomrendati ons of the Seminar to the attention of Menber States, the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights, other United Nations bodies, the specialized
agenci es, financial institutions and non-governnental organi zations;

11. Affirms that the full respect of the rights contained in the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights is inextricably
linked with the process of devel opnent, the central purpose of which is the
realization of the potentialities of the human person in harnony with the
effective participation of all nenbers of society in relevant deci sion-naking
processes as agents and beneficiaries of developnment, as well as fair
di stribution of the benefits of devel opnent;

12. Invites Menber States to include nmeasures to ensure the pronotion
and protection of human rights in national |egislation, policies and
devel opnent programres, using the Covenant as a framework for this purpose;

13. Wl cones the continuing efforts nade by the Conmittee on Econonic
Social and Cultural Rights to devel op greater in-depth understanding of the
rel evant issues of the Covenant by hol ding a general discussion on one of its
specific rights or articles, and takes note of the general discussion which
took place during the seventh session of the Cormittee on the right to take
part in cultural life;

14. Takes note of the support expressed by the Committee on Economc
Social and Cultural Rights for the drafting of an Optional Protocol to the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights granting the
right of individuals or groups to subnit communicati ons concerning
non- conpl i ance with the Covenant;

15. Takes note with deep appreciation of the final report on the
realization of economic, social and cultural rights (E/ CN 4/Sub.2/1992/16),
subm tted by the Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Conmmi ssion, M. Danilo Tiurk;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the wide distribution of
the progress reports of the Special Rapporteur throughout the United Nations

system namely by ensuring their publication in a single docunent;
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17. Wl conmes t he suggestion nade by the Special Rapporteur that
cooperation between the financial institutions and the human rights organs of
the United Nations be strengthened, nanely by encouraging the participation of
the representatives of those institutions in the nmeetings of human rights
bodi es;

18. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to invite the internationa
financial institutions to consider the possibility of organizing an expert
sem nar on the role of the financial institutions in the realization of
econom ¢, social and cultural rights;

19. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to prepare basic policy
gui del i nes on structural adjustnment and economic, social and cultural rights,
whi ch coul d serve as a basis for a continued di al ogue between hunman rights
bodi es and the international financial institutions, in the light of the
concl usi ons of the Special Rapporteur in his final report and of the
di scussions held at the expert sem nar on appropriate indicators;

20. Takes note of the decision of the Sub-Conmmission to consider the
possibility of studying the subject of inconme distribution and the realization
of economic, social and cultural rights;

21. Encourages the United Nations Centre for Human Ri ghts to nake
avai | abl e, through its programme of advisory services and technica
assi stance, expert assistance to States for the purpose of formulating
policies on economic, social and cultural rights in the light of the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;

22. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to pronpte coordination of the human
rights activities of the United Nations and those of devel opnent agencies with

a viewto drawi ng upon their relevant expertise and support;

23. Invites the Economic and Social Council, pursuant to article 22 of
t he Covenant and taking into account General Comment No. 2 (1990) (E/ 1990/ 23,
annex I11), to identify ways in which international cooperation and technica

assi stance woul d contribute, particularly in devel oping countries, to the

effective progressive inplenentation of the rights recognized in the Covenant;
24, Deci des to consider issues raised by the present resolution at it

fiftieth session under the agenda itementitled "Question of the realization

in all countries of the econonic, social and cultural rights contained in the
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Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights and in the International Covenant on
Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, and study of special problenms which the

devel opi ng countries face in their efforts to achieve these human rights".

42nd neeting

26 February 1993
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. VII.]

1993/ 15. Status of the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts
The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1992/14 of 21 February 1992 and Ceneral Assenbly
resol ution 46/113 of 17 Decenber 1991,

M ndful that the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts constitute the
first all-enbracing and legally binding international treaties in the field of
human rights and, together with the Universal Declaration of Human R ghts,
formthe heart of the International Bill of Hunman Ri ghts,

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the status of
the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts (E/ CN. 4/1993/69),

Recalling the entry into force on 11 July 1991 of the Second Optiona
Protocol aimng at the abolition of the death penalty,

Wl conming the fact that recent ratifications so for accessions to the
Covenants have increased the total nunber of States parties to each of them
quite significantly, while noting at the sane tinme that nmany States Menbers of
the United Nations have yet to becone parties to the International Covenants

on Human Ri ghts,

Bearing in mnd its responsibility for the coordination of activities
concerning human rights in the United Nati ons system in accordance with
Econoni ¢ and Social Council resolution 1979/36 of 10 May 1979,

Considering that the effective functioning of treaty bodi es established
in accordance with the rel evant provisions of international instruments on
human rights plays a fundanental role and hence represents an inportant
continui ng concern of the United Nations,

1. Reaffirns the inportance of the International Covenants on
Human Rights as major parts of international efforts to pronote universa
respect for and observance of human rights and fundanental freedons;

2. Appeal s strongly to all States that have not yet becone parties to
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Ri ghts and the
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International Covenant on Gvil and Political Rights to do so, as well as to
consi der acceding to the Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on
Cvil and Political Rights;

3. Invites the Secretary-General to intensify systematic efforts to
encourage States to beconme parties to the Covenants and, through the programe
of advisory services in the field of human rights, to provide such services as
may be sought by States that are not parties to the Covenants, with a viewto
assisting themto ratify them or accede thereto;

4, Again invites States parties to the International Covenant on G vil

and Political Rights that have not yet done so to consider making the
declaration provided for in article 41 of the Covenant;

5. Enphasi zes the inportance of the strictest conpliance by States
parties with their obligations under the International Covenant on Economi c,
Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Cvil and Politica
Ri ghts, and, where applicable, the Optional Protocols to the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

6. Recommends to States parties that they periodically review any
reservations made in respect of the provisions of the International covenants
on Human Rights to ascertai n whether they should be naintained;

7. Stresses to States parties the inportance of avoiding the erosion
of human rights by derogation, and underlines the necessity for strict
observance of the agreed condition and procedure for derogation under
article 4 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts and the
need for States parties to provide full and tinmely information al so during
states of energency, so that the justification and appropriateness of neasures
taken in these circunstances can be assessed;

8. Expresses its satisfaction with the serious and constructive manner
in which the Human Rights Commrittee and the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights are undertaking their functions and wel comes further efforts
of the Conmittees to inprove their methods of work;

9. Wl cones the continuing efforts of the Human Rights Committee to
strive for uniformstandards in the inplenentation of the provisions of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts, and appeals to other
bodi es dealing with sinmilar questions of human rights to respect these uniform

standards as expressed in the general coments of the Human Rights Comitt ee;
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10. Wl cones also the efforts of the Committee on Econonic, Social and
Cultural Rights in the preparation of general comments on the provisions of
the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural R ghts;

11. Urges States parties to fulfil in good tine their reporting
obl i gations under the International Covenants on Hunman Ri ghts whenever so
requested by the Committees;

12. Al so urges States parties to take duly into account, in
i mpl ementing the provisions of the Covenants, the observations made at the
concl usi on of the consideration of their reports in the Human Rights Conmittee
and by the Committee on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights;

13. Invites States parties to give particular attention to
di ssem nation at the national |level of the reports they have subrmitted to the
Human Rights Conmmittee and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultura
Rights and to the summary records relating to the exam nation of those reports
by the Committees;

14. Encour ages once again all Governments to publish the texts of the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts and the Optiona
Protocols to the International Covenant on Gvil and Political R ghts in as
many | anguages as possible and to disseminate themas w dely as possible in
order to nmake them better known anong the general public;

15. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to consider ways and neans of
assisting States parties to the Covenants in the preparation of their reports,
i ncludi ng sem nars or workshops at the national |evel for the purpose of
trai ning governnment officials engaged in the preparation of such reports, and
the exploration of other possibilities avail abl e under the regul ar progranmme
of advisory services in the field of human rights;

16. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide the Hunan Ri ghts
Conmmittee with additional nmeans to deal effectively and in a tinmely nmanner
with the increasing workl oad under the Optional Protocols;

17. Further requests the Secretary-General to submt to the Conmi ssion
on Human Rights, at its fiftieth session, a report on the status of the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
International Covenant on CGivil and Political R ghts and the Optiona
Protocols to the International Covenant on Cvil and Political Rights,

including all reservations and decl arati ons;
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18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fiftieth
session the agenda itementitled "Status of the International Covenants on

Hurmman Ri ghts".

42nd neeting

26 February 1993
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVII.]

1993/ 16. Effective functioning of bodies established pursuant
to United Nations human rights instruments

The Conmi ssion on Human Rights,
Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 47/111 of 16 Decenber 1992 and its

resol ution 1992/ 15 of 21 February 1992, as well as other relevant resol utions,

Reaffirm ng that the effective inplenentation of United Nations hunan
rights instrunents is of major inportance to the efforts of the Organization
pursuant to the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, to pronote universal respect for and observance of human rights
and fundanental freedons,

Considering that the effective functioning of treaty bodi es established
pursuant to United Nations human rights instrunments is indispensable for the
full and effective inplenentation of such instrunents,

Recalling that the CGeneral Assenbly, in its resolution 47/111, reaffirmed
its responsibility to ensure the proper functioning of treaty bodies
est abl i shed pursuant to instrunents adopted by the Assenbly and, in this
connection, further reaffirmed the inportance of:

(a) Ensuring the effective functioning of systens of periodic reporting
by States parties to these instrunents;

(b) Securing sufficient financial resources to overcome existing
difficulties with their effective functioning;

(c) Addr essi ng questions of both reporting obligations and financia
i mpl i cations whenever el aborating any further instrunents on human rights,

Expr essi ng concern about the continuing and increasi ng backl og of reports
on inplenmentation by States parties of United Nations instrunents on human
rights and about del ays in consideration of reports by the treaty bodi es,

Expr essing concern al so about the non-fulfilnent by nany States parties
of their financial obligations under the relevant United Nations human rights

i nstrunents,
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Recal I i ng the concl usions and reconmendati ons of the four neetings of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies, held since 1988, and the
endor senent of the reconmendations ainmed at streamining, rationalizing and
ot herwi se inmproving reporting procedures by the General Assenbly in its
resolution 46/111 of 17 Decenber 1991 and the Conmi ssion on Human Rights in
its resolution 1992/15 of 21 February 1992,

Taking particular note of the conclusions and reconmendati ons of the
third and fourth neetings of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodi es,
held at Geneva from1l to 5 Cctober 1990 (see A/ 45/636, annex), and from 12 to
16 Cctober 1992 respectively (A 47/628, annex),

Recal ling the study on possible | ong-term approaches to enhancing the
ef fective operation of existing and prospective bodi es established under
United Nations human instruments prepared by the | ndependent Expert
(A 44/ 668, annex), and aware of the need to update this study,

Recalling also that the General Assenbly, in its resolution 45/85 of
14 Decenber 1990, endorsed the recommendati ons of the Task Force on
Conputerization with a viewto increasing efficiency and facilitating
conpliance by States parties with their reporting obligations and the
exam nation of reports by the treaty bodies, and requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to give high priority to establishing a conputerized
dat abase to inprove the efficiency and effectiveness of the functioning of the
treaty bodi es,

Wl com ng the endorsenent by the General Assenbly in its
resolution 47/111 of the amendnents to the International Convention on the
Elimnation of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation and the Convention agai nst
Torture and Ot her Cruel |nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishment for the
financing of the committees established under these Conventions fromthe
regul ar budget of the United Nations,

Noting that before these amendnents enter into force, two thirds of the
States parties to the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns
of Racial Discrimnation and the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel
I nhuman or Degrading Treatmnment or Punishnment nust notify in witing the
Secretary-General, as depositary of their acceptance of the change (see
A 47/ 518, annex, para.4),
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Noting also the reports of the Secretary CGeneral (A/46/650 and A/ 47/518)
exam ning the financial, legal and other inplications of providing ful
funding for the operations of all human rights treaty bodi es,

1. Wl cones the decision by the General Assenbly, inits
resol ution 47/111, to request the Secretary Ceneral

(a) To take the appropriate nmeasures to provide for the financing of
the conmittees established under the International Convention on the
Elimnation of all Fornms of Racial Discrimnation and the Convention agai nst
Torture and Ot her Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatnent or Punishment fromthe
regul ar budget of the United Nations, beginning with the budget for the
bi enni um 1994- 1995,

(b) To take the necessary neasures to ensure that the two conmittees
neet as schedul ed until the amendnents enter into force;

2. Wl cones al so the request by the General Assenbly to the
Secretary-CGeneral, in the sane resolution, to take the appropriate steps in
order to finance the biennial neetings of persons chairing the human rights
treaty bodies fromthe resources available fromthe regul ar budget of the
United Nati ons;

3. Urges States parties to notify the Secretary-General, as depositary
of the International Convention on the Elimination of Al Forms of Raci al
Di scrimnati on and the Convention against Torture and her Cruel, |nhunman or
Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishment, of their acceptance of the amendnents
approved by States parties and the CGeneral Assenbly for funding of the
respective Conmittees fromthe regul ar budget;

4, Requests the Secretary-General to ensure pronpt inplenentation of
t hese financi al measures;

5. Endor ses the concl usi ons and recomendati ons of the neetings of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodi es ai ned at streaniining,
rationalizing and otherw se inproving reporting procedures, as well as the
continuing efforts in this connection by the treaty bodies and the
Secretary-General within their respective spheres of conpetence;

6. Expresses its satisfaction with the study by the | ndependent Expert
on possi bl e | ong-term approaches to enhancing the effective operation of
exi sting and prospective bodi es established under United Nations instruments
on human rights, which was presented to the Conm ssion on Human Rights for

detailed consideration at its forty-sixth session, and, in the light of the
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concl usi ons and recomendati ons contained in the report of the fourth neeting
of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies, requests that the report
of the Independent Expert be updated for subnission to the Commssion at its
fiftieth session and that an interimreport be presented to the

Ceneral Assenbly at its forty-eighth session, and be nade available to the
Worl d Conference on Human Rights in June 1993;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to give high priority to
establishing a conputerized database to i nprove the efficiency and
ef fecti veness of the functioning of the treaty bodi es;

8. Again urges States parties to nmake every effort to neet their
reporting obligations and to contribute, individually and through neetings of
States parties, to identifying and inplenenting ways of further streaniining
and i nproving reporting procedures as well as enhancing coordi nati on and
i nformati on fl ow between the treaty bodies and with relevant United Nations
bodi es, including the specialized agencies;

9. Further urges all States parties to neet without delay and in ful
their financial obligations under the relevant human rights instrunents;

10. Wl cones the enphasis placed by the neeting of persons chairing the
human rights treaty bodies on the inportance of technical assistance and
advi sory services and, further to this end, invites the treaty bodies to give
priority attention to identifying such possibilities in the regular course of
their work of reviewing the periodic reports of States parties;

11. Endorses the recomendati ons of the neeting of persons chairing the
human rights treaty bodies on the need to ensure financing and adequate
staffing resources for the operations of the treaty bodies;

12. Reiterates its conviction that in standard-setting every effort
shoul d be nmade to maxi m ze nornative consistency and that any new standards
shoul d take full account of the factors enunerated in General Assenbly
resolution 41/120 of 4 Decenber 1986;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to give priority to expediting the
i mpl ement ati on of the recommendati ons of the Task Force on Conputerization
(E/ CN. 4/ 1990/ 39, annex) as soon as possible by requesting the Menber States of
the United Nations, in particular States which are parties to various hunan
rights instrunents, to nake generous voluntary contributions to cover the

initial one-time cost of the proposed system
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14. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to prepare an inventory of al
i nternational human rights standard-setting activities in order to facilitate
better informed deci sion-making;

15. Further requests the Secretary-General to ensure that recent
periodic reports of States parties to treaty-nonitoring bodies and the summary
records of conmittee discussions pertaining to themare nade available in the
United Nations information centres in the countries subnitting those reports;

16. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure that the United Nations
Manual on Human Rights Reporting is available in all official |anguages at the
earliest opportunity and that due regard is paid to the reconmendati ons
concerning the Manual nmade by the fourth neeting of the persons chairing the
human rights treaty bodies (A 47/628, annex, para. 59);

17. Deci des to consider the question on a priority basis at its
fiftieth session under the agenda itementitled "Effective functioning of

bodi es establ i shed pursuant to United Nations human rights instrunents".

42nd neeting

26 February 1993
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVIII.]

1993/17. Question of Wstern Sahara

The Conmi ssion on Human Rights,
Havi ng consi dered the question of Wstern Sahara,

Reaffirm ng the inalienable right of all peoples to self-determination
and i ndependence, in accordance with the principles set forth in the Charter
of the United Nations and in General Assenbly resolution 1514 (XV) of
14 Decenber 1960, containing the Declaration on the Ganting of |Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peopl es,

Recalling its earlier resolutions, the latest of which is
resol ution 1992/ 18 of 28 February 1992,

Recalling also the agreenment in principle given on 30 August 1988 by the
Ki ngdom of Mbrocco and the Frente Popul ar para |la Liberaci 6n de Sagui a
el-Hanra y Rio de Oro to the proposals of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations and the current Chairman of the Conference of Heads of State
and Governnment of the Organization of African Unity, in the framework of their

joint mssion of good offices,
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Recal ling further Security Council resolutions 621 (1988) of
20 Septenber 1988, 658 (1990) of 27 June 1990, 690 (1991) of 29 April 1991 and
725 (1991) of 31 Decenber 1991 relating to the question of Western Sahara,

Recalling with satisfaction the entry into force of the cease-fire in
Western Sahara on 6 Septenber 1991, in accordance with the proposal of the

Secretary- General accepted by both parties,

Noting with satisfaction the appointnent, on 23 March 1992, of
M. Sahabzada Yaqub-Khan as Special Representative of the Secretary-CGenera
for the question of Western Sahara,

Taking note with satisfaction of the part relating to Western Sahara in
the Final Declaration of the Tenth Conference of Heads of State or Governnent
of Non-aligned Countries, held in Jakarta from1l to 6 Septenber 1992,

Havi ng exam ned the rel evant chapter of the report of the Special
Conmittee on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the
Decl arati on on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es
(A 47/23 (Part V), chap. IX),

Havi ng al so exam ned the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (A/ 47/506),

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary- General ;

2. Pays tribute to the Secretary-Ceneral for his action with a viewto
settling the question of Western Sahara through the inplenentation of the
settl enent plan;

3. Reaffirnms its support for the efforts which the Secretary-Genera
will continue to make for the organi zati on and supervision by the
United Nations, in cooperation with the Organization of African Unity, of a
referendum for self-determ nation of the people of Western Sahara, in
accordance with resolutions 658 (1990) and 690 (1991) in which the Security
Counci| adopted the settlenment plan for the question of Wstern Sahara;

4, Endorses the content of the letter dated 31 August 1992 fromthe
President of the Security Council addressed to the Secretary-Cenera
(S/24504), in which the nmenbers of the Council express the view that
both parties nust scrupul ously abide by the cease-fire and abstain from any
provocative behavi our endangering the settlenent plan, and express the hope

that both parties will extend their full cooperation to the Secretary-CGenera
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and the Special Representative in their efforts to achi eve speedy progress in
the inplenentation of the plan and that they will nake extraordinary efforts
to ensure the success of the plan;

5. Recal Il s that the CGeneral Assenbly has requested the Speci al
Conmmittee on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the
Decl aration on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es
to continue to consider the situation in Wstern Sahara, bearing in mnd the
ongoi ng referendum process, and to report thereon to the Assenbly at its
forty-ei ghth session;

6. Decides to follow the devel opnent of the situation in
West ern Sahara and to consider the question at its fiftieth session, as a
matter of high priority, under the agenda itementitled "The right of peoples
to self-determination and its application to peoples under colonial or alien

domi nation or foreign occupation”

42nd neeting

26 February 1993
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. |X]



