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Australia, Bolivia*, Canada, Col onbia, Cyprus, G eece*, MeXico,
New Zeal and*, Norway*, Senegal* and Sweden*: draft resolution

1993/... Report of the Wrking Goup on |Indigenous Popul ations of
t he Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrinination and

Protection of Mnorities

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
Recal | i ng Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution 1982/34 of 7 May 1982,

in which the Council authorized the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of

Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to establish annually a working
group on indi genous popul ations with the mandate to revi ew devel oprnents
pertaining to the pronmotion and protection of the human rights and fundanent al
freedons of indigenous people, giving special attention to the evol ution of

standards concerning the rights of indigenous people,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
t he functional conmi ssions of the Econonic and Social Council
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Recalling also its resolution 1988/44 of 8 March 1988, in which it urged
the Working Group on | ndigenous Populations to intensify its efforts in
carrying out its plan of action and to continue the el aboration of
international standards in this field,

Recalling also its resolutions 1990/62 of 7 March 1990, 1991/59 of
6 March 1991 and 1992/ 44 of 3 March 1992 in which it recomended to the
Econoni ¢ and Social Council that the Wrking Goup be authorized to neet for
10 wor ki ng days for the purpose of intensifying its efforts to conplete a
draft declaration on indigenous rights, and the plan contained in the
recomendati ons of the Wirking G oup (E/ CN 4/Sub.?2/1991/40, annex |) and in
the report of the Wirking Goup (see E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1992/33, chap. VI), for the
conpl etion of the first and second readings of the text of the draft
decl arati on,

Havi ng exam ned the report of the Wirking Group on its tenth session
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1992/ 33 and Add. 1),

Consci ous that, in various situations, indigenous people are unable to
enjoy their inalienable human rights and fundanental freedons,

Deternined to do everything possible to pronote the enjoynent of the
human rights and fundanmental freedons of indi genous peopl e,

Bearing in mind that international standards nust be devel oped on the

basis of the diverse realities of indigenous people in all parts of the world,

Bearing in nmind also the need to conclude, as soon as possible, a draft

uni versal declaration on indigenous rights, reflective of the value and
diversity of cultures and the forns of social organization of indigenous
peopl e,

Reaffirm ng the decision of the Wrking Goup, at its first session, that
its working | anguages are English and Spani sh,

1. Takes note of Sub-Conmmi ssion on Prevention of Discrinination and
Protection of Mnorities resolution 1992/33 of 27 August 1992 on the draft
uni versal declaration of indigenous rights;

2. Expresses its appreciation and satisfaction to the Wrking G oup on
I ndi genous Popul ati ons of the Sub-Comm ssion for its valuable work, in
particular the progress made at its tenth session in the area of
st andar d- setting;
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3. Al so expresses its appreciation for the active and constructive
participation in the work of the Wrking G oup of observers for Covernnents,

t he speci alized agenci es, non-governmental organizations and, in particular,
i ndi genous peopl e's organi zati ons;

4. Wl cones the reconmendati on of the Sub-Conmission, inits
resol ution 1992/ 33, that the Chairnan- Rapporteur of the Wbrking G oup,

Ms. Erica-lrene A Daes, be entrusted with the task of further el aborating

t he paragraphs of the draft universal declaration, taking into consideration
inter alia, the conments on the draft declaration which will be provided by

Covernments, indi genous people's organi zati ons and other interested parties

pursuant to the resolution of the Sub-Comm ssion

5. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to give the Chairnman- Rapporteur of
the Working Group the resources and assi stance necessary to carry out her
t ask;

6. Reconmends to the Econonic and Social Council that:

(a) The Working Group be authorized to neet for 10 working days prior
to the forty-fifth session of the Sub-Comni ssion, for the purpose of
conpleting a draft declaration on indigenous rights in consultation with
i nterested CGovernnments and i ndi genous peopl e's organi zati ons;

(b) Upon final adoption of the draft universal declaration on
i ndi genous rights, a report be issued as a United Nations sales publication to
ensure its w dest distribution;

7. Urges the Wirking Group to intensify its efforts to continue and to
conpl ete as soon as possible the el aboration of international standards based
on a continued and conprehensive review of devel opnents pertaining to the
pronmoti on and protection of the human rights of indigenous people and of the
situation and aspirations of indigenous people throughout the world;

8. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to give all the necessary assistance
to the Working Group in discharging its task, including adequate di ssen nation
of information about the activities of the Wrking Goup to Governnents,
speci al i zed agenci es and non-governnental and indi genous people's
organi zations, in order to encourage the w dest possible participationinits
wor K;

9. Wl cones and strongly endorses the request of the Sub-Conmission to

the Secretary-Ceneral to transnmt the revised and reorgani zed text of the
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draft declaration to Governnments, indigenous peoples and intergovernnental and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons well in advance of the el eventh session of the
Wor ki ng Group;

10. Requests the Wrking G oup on | ndigenous Popul ations, at its
el eventh session, and the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities, at its forty-fifth session to conplete their
consi deration of the draft universal declaration of indigenous rights and to
submt their report to the Commi ssion on Human Rights at its fiftieth session

11. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral

(a) To transmit the report of the Wirking Group to Governnents and
i ndi genous peopl e's, intergovernnental and non-governnental organizations, as
soon as possible, for specific coments and suggestions aimed at the
clarification, sinplification and generalization of the texts contained in the
annexes to its report;

(b) To ensure that all neetings of the Wirking Goup at its eleventh
and future sessions are provided with interpretation and docunmentation in both
Engl i sh and Spani sh;

12. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to the Governments and
organi zati ons that have made contributions to the United Nations Voluntary
Fund for | ndi genous Popul ati ons;

13. Appeal s to all Governnents, organizations and individuals in a
position to do so to consider favourably requests for further contributions to
t he Fund;

14. Encourages all the initiatives that can be taken by Governnents,

i ndi genous conmuni ti es and non-governnental organi zations to ensure the ful
participation of indigenous people in the activities related to the tasks of

the Working Group on I ndi genous Popul ati ons.



